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ADVERTISEMENT. 

X  HE  quick  fale  of  the  Three  former  Editions^ 
proves  that  this  Vindication  of  the  immortal 
Sidney^  and  the  vii'tuous  Lord  Russell^  and 
alfo  the  Letters  of  the  excellerit  Lady  Rus- 
SELL,  hdivc  fome  mtriti  and  that  there  is  not  the 
leaft  occafion  to  employ  any  of  the  too  common 
artifices  to  eftablifli  the  chara€ler  of  the  book,  and 
promote  its  circulation  among  the  public. 

However,  as  there  are  fome  perfons  who  pay 
that  great  deference  to  the  judgment  of  certain 
critics,  as  neither  to  efteem,  nor  purchafe  a  book, 
till  they  have  read  an  account  of  it  in  the  Critical 
and  Monthly  Reviews,  the  following  extra&s  are 
fubmitted  to  their  confideration. 

Critical  Review,  May  1773. — ^^  In  the  Intro^ 
dtLSiofif  feveral  arguments  are  produced,  vindicate 
ing  the  propriety  of  Lord  Ruflell's  conduft,  re- 
lative to  the  charge  of  his  intriguing  with  the  court 
of  France,  which  certainly  have  great  weight*'*—^ 
••  If  good  fenfe,  focial  fympathy,  fortitude,  and 
fervent  piety,  haVe  any  claim  to  attention,  thefc 
Letters  of  Lady  RuffellmW  communicate  deep  im^ 
preffions  to  the  mind  of  a  ferious  reader,  and  af- 
ford a  ftriking  example  of  female  virtue/' 

Monthly  Review,  July  1773. — "  It  muft  afFor 
a  confiderable  entertainment  to  perufe  the  Letters  of 
Lord  William  Ruflell's  Lady,  and  efpecially  as 
the  Lady  was  a  woman  of  the  moft  diftinguifhed 
merit.^^Some  farther  light  is  here  thrown  on  the 
condud  of  feveral  eminent  perfons ;  and  it  gives 
A3  a  ftriking 


vi  ADVERTISEMENT. 

a  ftriking  exbibitioo  of  Ladyr  Rachel'^  charader, 
vhich  was  not  only  an  excellent,  but  an  uncom« 
mon  one.  We  fee  in  her  the  moft  affefiionate  and 
tender  regard  to  the  memory  of  her  noble  huf* 
band,  and  the  moft  exquifite^  unconquerable,  and 
almoft  unabating  grief  for  the  lofs  of  him^  united 
with  an  highly  exalted  piety3  a  profound  fubmif* 
lion  to  the  Divine  Will,  and  a  wifdom  and  forti^ 
tude  which  enabled  her  to  maintain  a  propriety 
and  dignity  of  behaviour  in  every  fituation.**— 
*'  The  IntroduBionto  this  coUeftion  contains  fome 
valuable  remarks  in  vindication  of  Lord  RuflelL^ 

It  is  evident,  the  Reviewer  thought  they  were 
valuable  remarks,  for  in  his  animadveriions.on  DaU 
rymple's  Memoirs^  he  hath  borrowed  a  number  of 
"them,  fometimes  in  the  very  words,  but  without  the 
leaft  acknowledgment.  Probably  this  was  the  rea- 
fon  that  the  ingenuous  Reviewer  would  give  no 
cxtrads  from  the  Introduction.  He  alfo  acknow«» 
ledges,  *'  The  Editor's  notes  add  to  the  entertain^ 
ment  and  utility  of  the  work  :*'  and  the  Ediior 
hopes  that  to  every  candid  reader^  they  will  appear 
both  accurate  and  perfpicuous. 

The  feveral  quotations  in  the  Introdu£iioiipfroai 
different  hiftorians,  would  have  been  "  needlefs," 
had  it  not  been  for  the  late  afperfions  of  Sir  Joha 
Dalrymple  on  the  chara8er  of  Lord  Rufieil  and 
others ;  but  are  now  ntcejfary,  to  (hew  that  the 
hiftorians  of  every  party  were  all  agreed  in  the 
point  of  Lord  Ruflell's  inflexible  integrity^  and 
genuine  patriotifm. 
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INTRO- 


INTRODUCTION. 


H  E  go6d  fenfe,  tender  affefiions^  fortitude, 
Sind  religion,  of  Lady  Ruflell,  are  eminently  dif- 
played  in  the  following  Colle£lion  of  Letters ;  to 
which  Dr.  Birch  often  refers,  in  his  life  of  Arch- 
bifliop  Tillotfon,  giving  alfo  two  or  three  extrads* 
The  letters  were  copied  from  the  originals  by 
Thomas  Sellwood,  who  lived  in  her  family, 
and  dedicated  them  to  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford. 
His  manufcript,  which  is  in  the  library  at  Woo- 
burn  Abby,  being  faithfully  tranfcribed,  permif** 
fion  was  eafily  obtained  to  publifli  this  illuftrious 
monument  of  female  virtue.  May  the  example 
of  a  Lady,  no  lefs  diftinguiflied  by  merit  dian 
dignity,  excite  imitation !  and  may  the  condu£t  of 
the  great  be  univerfally  influenced,  by  the  maxim, 
"  that  nobility  derives  its  brighteft  fplendor  from 
"foHd  piety!'* 

The  Letters  are  chiefly  Lady  Ruflell's;  the 
others,  are  from  fundry  perfons^  and  fome  of  the 
higheft  rank,  to  her.  There  are  added  from 
Birch,  a  few  of  Archbifliop  Tillotfon's  to  her 
Ladyfliip,  they  being  connefted  with  fome  in  this 
colle£lion ;  thefe  are  diftinguiflied  by  being  placed 
within  crotchets;   and  alfo  her  letter  to  King 

B  Charles 
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Charles  II.  after  her  hufband's  death.  Notes  are 
interfpcrfcd,  to  tlluftrate  Come  paflages  of  the  let- 
ters, anrd  make  the  readers  better  acquainted  with 
the  perfons  there  mentioned. 

Juft  as  this  coUeftion  of  letters  was  going  to  the 
prefs,  the  fecond  volume  of  Sir  John  Dalrymple's 
Memoirs,  was  publifhed,  in  which,  at  the  conclu- 
fion<)f  his  Preface,  he  pathetically  exprefles  his 
toncem  at  finding,  in  the  French  difpatches.  Lord 
RuiTell  intriguing  with,  and  Algemoon  Sidney 
taking  money  from»  the  court  of  Verfailles.  This 
patriotic  gentleman,  who  declares,  **  the  Revolu^i- 
tron  was  a  work  of  abfolute  neceflity,"  doubtleis^ 
ttnift  have  been  exceflively  mortified  at  the  dif- 
covery,  that  Lord  Raflell,  the  obje6i  of  love, 
admiratibn,  and  reverence,  to  himfelf,  and  every 
true  Briton,  had  embarked  in  fchemes,  which  his 
i^xtreme  delicacy  judged  unbecoming  the  exalted 
-character  that  amiable  nobleman  hath  hitherto 
tiniverfally  borne;  yet,  his  ftriS,  felf-denying 
regard  to  truth  and  juftice>  would  not  permit  him 
to  fupprefs  it.  How  laudable  are  fuch  facrifices 
of  inclination  and  party!  how  rare  fuch  inftances 
of  impartiality  in  this  degenerate  age!  Induftri* 
oufly  to  feek  for  materials  at  home  and  abroad, 
from  enemies  as  well  as  friends,  and  then  publifli 
them,  not  to  vindicate^  but  to  impeach  charaders, 
which  Had  been  unfuUied  and  revered  for  near  a 
century  of  years;  and  of  men,  who  had  even 
fealed  a  life  of  patriotifm,  in  the  word  of  times, 

with 
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with  their  blood  I  However,  from  this,  none  can 
fuppofe  him  capable  of  concealing  any  letters  or 
papers  unfavourable  to.  the  oppofite  party.  For 
the  fuppreffion  of  important  fa£ts>  in  favour  of 
particular  charaders  and  parties,  is  little  lefs  cri« 
minal  than  the  abfolute  falfification  of  them ;  and 
fuch  a  violation  of  one  of  the  firft  laws  of  hiftory, 
hath  been  the  great  four(;p  of  the  corruption  of  it. 

Every  lover  of  hiftory  mull  congratulate  Sir 
John*s  reverence  for  truth,  "  and  his  having  had 
**  accefs  to  original  papers,  and  procuring  mate- 
**  rials  for'his  Memoirs,  far  fuperior  to  what  any 
**  fingle  perfon  hath  hitherto  been  able  to  obtain.*^ 
A  few  remarks,  however,  may  be  neceffary,  if  it 
were  only  to  alleviate  the  great  diftrefs  of  this  in- 
genuous revolutionift,  on  the  **new  facts'' 
which  thefe  original  papers  have  brought  to  light* 

As  for  the  Memoirs  of  James  the  Second,  now 
in  t]^e  Scots  college  at  Paris,  written  by  that 
Prince's  own  hand,  and  the  ftate  papers,  &c.  of 
the  Stuart  family,  depofited  at  St.  Germains, 
could  a  REAL  WHIG  bc  fuffered  to  copy  and  print 
them,  very  little  credit  can  be  paid  to  their  con- 
tents, if  we  believe  Sir  John's  own  defcription  of 
Charles  and  James.  **  Charies  made  mere  tools 
•*  of  his  minifters,  and  even  of  his  brother."  ■  ■ 
•*  He  broke  faith  with  his  people,  by  obtaining  a 
•*  great  fum  to  fupport  Holland  againft  France, 
•*  although  he  was  under  fecret  engagements  with 
"  France  to  deftroy  it.*' — At  the  very  time  he 
B  2  promifed 
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promifed  the  Spaniards  to  call  a  parliametit,  he 
faid  to  the  French  ambaflador,  *'  I  have  no  inten-^ 
*<  tion  to  call  a  parliament ;  thefe  are  devils  who 
"  intend  my  ruin." — "  Charles,  of  all  men,  was 
"  certainly  the  moft  infincere."  Many  other 
paflages  of  the  like  kind  might  be  cited  in  proof 
of  Charles's  being  deftitute  of  truth  and  all  in^ 
tegrity. 

The  fame  may  be  juftly  faid  of  his  brother: 
while  he  was  Duke  of  York,  we  fee  him,  under 
his  own  hand,  denying  to  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
any  attempt  towards  a  treaty  with  France,  though 
for  months  he  had  been  promoting  a  treaty,  even 
to  the  writing  to  Louis,  and  fending  Col.  Churchill 
into  France  to  forward  it*.  Faffing  by  number- 
lefs  other  inftances ;  after  he  was  exalted  to  the 
throne,  at  the  very  time  that  he  boafted,  in  a  let- 
ter to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  of  his  entertaining 
the  moft  liberal  fentiments  of  toleration,  he  con- 
gratulated  Louis  on  his  revoking  the  edi6l  of 
Nantz,  and  "  heard  with  pleafure,"  his  dragooning 
the  Proteftants  to  convert  themt.  Such  was  his 
regard  to  truth,  that  in  a  letter  to  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  dated  May  18,  1687,  he  fays,  •'he  had 
•*  refolved  to  give  liberty  of  confcience  to  all 
"  Diflenters  whatever,  having^  been  ever  againft 
**  perfecuting  any  for  confcience  fake.'*  Sir  John 
could  have  illuftrated  this  affertion,  and  might 

♦  Dalr.  Vol.  II.  p.  239.  251. 
+  Dalr.  Vol.  II.  p.  177. 
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have  produced  nnmerous  inftances  in  proofs  how 
under  James's  aufpices,  perfecution  triumphed  for 
many  years  through  all  Scotland.  Proteftants 
muft  have  ftrong  faiths  or  rather  altogether  em- 
brace Popery,  before  they  can  give  much  credit 
to  any  other  letters,  and  popifh  memoirs  of  that 
family. 

Sir  John  Dalrymple  hath  alfo,  unhappily,  by 
Kis  great  candor,  Ihaken  the  credit  even  of  his  own 
Memoirs.  In  his  Preface  to  the  fecond  volume^ 
he  acknowledges,  "  Some  of  the  following  papers 
'^  contradifi  fa6ts  contained  in  the  firft  volume ; 
•*  the  truth  of  which  I  believed  on  the  credit 
*'  of  other  publications/'  Surely  he  (hould  have 
pointed  out  the  facts  which  he  found  to  be 
FALSE.  Ought  he  not  to  have  correfted  the 
groundlefs  relations  of  the  iirft  volume,  by  the 
private  papers  and  letters  of  the  aftors  of  thofe 
times^  with  which  he  hath  fince  been  favoured? 
Every  reader  of  his  Memoirs  is  now  at  an  abfo- 
lute  uncertainty  to  what  page  or  particular  he 
muft  give  credence :  he  ftill  finds,  indeed,  that 
Algemoon  Sidney  is. charged  with  being  a  pen-, 
fioner  of  France,  and  Lord  Ruffell  with  intriguing 
with  a  French  Ambaffador;  and  the  evidence  is  fo 
conclufive  with  Sir  John,  though  proceeding  from 
the  tefiimony  of  an  interefted  Papift,  one  who  was 
an  enemy  both  to  the  religion  and  liberties  of 
England,  and  confefledly  a  man  deftitute  of  repu^ 
tation  and  principle^  that,  befides  publiihing  this 
B3  to 
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to  the  worlds  as  a  faCt  not  to  be  denied,  he  de- 
clares, that  fuch  was  his  fenfibility  and  concern 
for  the  Engliih  Patriots  on  this  account,  <<he  felt 
^*  very  near  the  fame  fiiock,  as  if  he  had  feen 
^^  a  fon  turn  his  back  in  the  day  of  batde/^  Com<^ 
paffion  to  his  readers  ('tis  prefumed)  prevented 
his  defcribing  the  greatnefs  of  the  shock  which  he 
felt,  on  finding  the  EarF  of  Arran,  Lord  Annan- 
dale.  Lord  Rofs,  and  many  other  Scotch  peers^ 
intriguing  with  the  Court  of  St.  Germains  to  overr 
turn  the  government  after  the  revolution.  A  mail 
of  Sir  John's  fenfibility  could  fcarcely  have  fuf- 
tained  another  shock,  which  he  muft  alfo  hav« 
felt,  at  the  difcovery  of  a  number  of  the  Scotch 
nobility  treacheroufly  offering  to  take  the  oaths  to 
King  William,  which  they  had  before  refufed; 
and  a£lually  fwearing  allegiance  to  him,  on  pur- 
pofe  the  more  effe&ually  to  dethrone  himu 

It  is  a  piece  of  juftice  to  Sir  John,  to  fay,  he 
hath  acknowledged*,  that  when  he  wrote  his  Me« 
moirs  he  too  eafily  gave  credit  to  a  paper  concern- 
ing Lord  Shaftfbury,  in  the  paper^office,  written 
by  one  Maffal,  whom,  on  a  complaint  from  that 
nobleman's  defcendants,  he  really  found  to  be  a 
man  of  fo  bad  a  chara£ler,  as  not  worthy  of  tho 
leaft  credit,  and  accordingly  hath  retrafted  what 
he  hath  uken  from  it.  But  if  the  neceffary  cor^ 
reftions  have  been  made,  only  by  the  help  of  hia 
pwn  iiiaterials,  it  is  alfo  prefumed,  either  that  we 

♦  Vol.  IL  p.  324. 
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Aould  not  have  ftiU  read  in  the  Memoirs,  (or  the 
nfferioDS  would  h^ve  been  much  foftened) 
*<  That  the  Popiflj  plot  was  a  meie  contrivance 
«  of  Lord  Shaftfbury ;  who,  void  oi  alt  feelings 
<'  and  without  remorfe,  faw  prifoners  led  to  death 
f^  for  charges  which  himfelf  had  contrived*.  That 
'*  the  Dilfenters  of  England,  in  general,  were  ripe 
^  for  attaching  themfelves  to  the  party  of  James  t. 
B  4  •*  Th^t 

^  Memoirs,  p.  43,  45. 

t  Memoirs,  p.  168,  169.  Ix)rd  Hallifax  writes  to  the 
Prince  of  OrangCy  May  31,  1687, — «*  A  new  Parliament 
is  threatened,  upon  a  fuppofitien  that  it  ihould  be  made  up 
of  Diflenters,  and  that  tdey  will  comply  with  whatever 
fliadl  be  expeAed  from  them.  Neither  of  thefe  will  be 
found  true,  in  my  opinion,  if  a  trial  ihould  be  made/'  Lord 
Nottingham  writes  to  the  Prince,  Sept.  2,  1687 : — "  Few 
Diflenters,  upon  whom  the  Ripifls  do  now  depend,  will  be 
cholen ;  and  further,  I  am  apt  to  think  that  few  Dillentery 
will  attempt  it,  as  eafily  forefeeing  that  if  they  do  not  com- 
ply in  all  things  that  are  expeded,  or  fhall  be  aiked  of 
Aem,  they  wUl  expofe  themfelves  to  great  difpleafure,  and 
ib  run  the  hazard  of  forfeiting  that  toleration  which  they 
are  well  pkafed  to  enjoy,  though  they  like  not  the  method 
by  whid)  it  is  given  them.  And  it  may  reafonably  be  ex- 
pefited  that  fuch  Diflenteis  as  ihall  be  chofen>  will  not,  in 
their  prefent  circumftances,  concur  to  the  repeal  of  fo  much 
as  the  penal  laws,  for  this  has  been  their  opinion  in  former 
parliaments/'  Lord  Hallifax,  in  a  letter  to  the  Prince, 
dated  April  12,  1688,  fays :  "  Every  attempt  turneth  back 
upon  them  (the  Court).  They  change  the  magiftracy  in 
the  corporations,  and  dill  for  the  wprfe  as  to  their  defigns. 

Being 
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•*  That  the  legitimacy  of  the  Pretender  was  aC 
*'  certained  and  proved  by  forty  witneffes,  all 
**  perfons  of  the  higheft  rank,  and  of  the  moft  un- 
*^  queftioned  credit,  in  matters  which  fell  under 
'*  cognizance  of  their  fenfes ;  and  that  the  birth 
•'  being  an  impofture,  was  a  lie  of  party,  and  the 
V  prejudices  of  the  vulgar*. — That  Admiral  Ruf- 

«<  fell 

Being  thus  difcouraged  by  their  ill  fuccefs  in  their  attempts, 
feme  fay  they  are  altering  their  fcheme ;  and  not  finding 
their  expe£latioil  anfwered  by  the  Diflentcrs,  they  have 
thought  of  returning  to  their  old  friends  the  High  Churclw 
men." — Vol.  II.  Appendix. 

*  Memoirs,  p.  179,  213.  Lord  Danby,  in  a  letter  to 
the  Prince  of  Orarigp,  dated  March  27,  1688,  writes  ;^ 
•*  Many  of  our  ladies  fay  that  the  Queen's  great  belly  feem; 
to  grow  fader  than  they  have  obferved  their  own  to  do ;  and 
becaufe  it  is  fit  her  Majefty  (hould  always  have  the  greateft 
perfons  near  her  in  this  condition,  I  hope  the  Princefs  will 
take  care  that  the  Princefs  Anne  may  be  always  within 
call,  and  efpecially  to  fee  (when  the  time  is  near)  that  thq 
midwife  difcharges  her  duty  with  that  care  which  ought  to 
be  had  in  a  cafe  of  fo  great  concern."  The  Earl  of  Devoa- 
(hire  writes  to  the  Prince,  the  13th  of  March,  1688  z—' 
*'  They  believe  the  Parliament  will  be  aflembled — about  the 
time  of  the  Queen's  being  brought-to-bed.  The  Roman 
Catholics  incline  ahfolutely  that  it  fliould  be  a  fon,  and  be- 
fides  the  army  at  Hounflow  will  be  in  the  neighbourhood." 
In  a  letter  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  dated  June  30,  1688, 
figned  by  the  Lords  Dcvonfliire,  Danby,  Shrewlbury,  and 
JLumley,  the  Bifliop  of  London,  Admiral  Ruffell,  and  Mr. 
Sidney,  arc  the  following  words :  "  We  mufl  prefume  to 

inform 
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«  fell  offered  to  betray  the  fleet  to  James^  and 

<*  favour 

infonn  your  Hi^nefs,  that  your  compliment  on  the  birdi 
of  the  child  (which  not  one  in  a  thoujand  believes  to  be  the 
Queen's)  hath  done  you  fome  injury ;  the  falfe  impofing  of 
that  upon  the  Princefs  and  the  nation,  being  not  only  an 
infinite  exafperation  of  peojde's  minds  here,  but,  &c." 
The  Princers  (afterwards  Qiieen)  Anne's  evidence  is  veiy 
(bong,  in  her  letters  to  her  fifter,  the  Princefs  of  Orange, 
(he  writes,  March  14,  1687-8, — "  I  cannot  help  thinking 
Manfell's  wife's  (i.  e.  the  Queen's)  great  belly  is  a  little 
fufpicious ;  her  being  fo  pofitive  it  will  be  a  fon,  and  the 
principles  of  that  religion  being  fuch,  that  they  will  (lick 
at  nothing,  be  it  never  fo  wicked,  if  it  will  promote  their 
intereft,  give  fome  caufe  to  think  there  may  be  foul  plaj 

intended." March  20,  1687-8,—"  If  Manfell  has  a 

foD,  which  I  conclude  he  will,  there  being  fo  much  reafoa 
to  believe  it  is  a  falfe  belly  ;  for  methinks  if  it  were  not, 
diere  having  been  fo  many  ftories  and  jeRs  made  about  it, 
flie  (hould,  to  convince  the  world,  make  either  me,  or  fome 
of  my  friends,  feel  her  belly ;  but  quite  contrary ;  whenever 
one  talks  of  her  being  with  child,  (he  looks  as  if  (he  was 
afraid  one  (hould  touch  her.  And  whenever  I  have  hap- 
pened to  be  in  the  room  as  (he  has  been  undrefling,  (he  has 
always  gone  into  the  next  room.— *Thefe  things  give  me 
fo  much  juft  caufe  of  fufpicion,  that  I  believe,  when  (he  it 
brought-tO'bed,  no  body  will  be  convinced  'tis  her  child, 
except  it  proves  a  daughter.  For  my  part,  I  declare  I 
(hall  not,  except  I  fee  the  child  and  (he  parted."— -*June 
18,  1688,—-''  My  dear  filler  can't  imagine  the  concern 
and  vexation  I  have  been  in,  that  I  (hould  be  fo  unfortu« 
nate  to  be  out  of  town  when  the  Queen  was  brought-to-* 
bed,  for  I  (hall  never  now  be  f^tis&ed  whether  the  child  be 

true 
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trae  or  fiiUe.  She  never  took  care  to  fotisfy  the  worMs  09 
give  people  any  demonftration.  It  is  wonderful^  if  fhe 
had  really  been  with  child^  that  nobody  was  fufiered  to  feel 
it  ftir  but  Madam  Mazarin  and  Lady  Sunderland,  who  are 
people  that  nobody  will  give  credit  to^^The  great  l^uftk 
that  was  made  about  her  lying-in  at  Windfor,  i^nd  then 
refolving  of  a  fudden  to  gp  to  St.  James's  (which  is  much 
the  propereft  place  to  ad  fuch  a  cheat  in)  and  Mr.  Tut 
yene's  lying  in  the  bed-chamber  that  night  (he  fell  in  I^ 
bour,  and  none  of  the  family  befides  being  removed  fiom 
^Vhitehall,  are  things  that  give  one  great  caufe  to  be  fii& 
picious.  But  that  which  to  me  ieems  the  plained  thing  in 
the  world,  is  her  being  brought  to  bed  two  days  after  flie 
heard  of  my  coming  to  town,  and  faying  that  the  chikt 
was  come  at  the  full  time,  when  every  body  knows,  by  her 
own  reckoning,  that  (he  ihould  have  gone  a  month  longer. 
After  all  this,  'tis  poffible  it  may  be  her  child ;  but  when 
e»#  believes  it,  a  ibdufand  do  not.  For  my  part,  except 
^ey  do  give  very  plain  demonftrations,  which  is  almoft 
impoffible  now,  I  (hall  ever  be  of  the  number  of  wtielink^ 

0rs:' July  9,  i688,~"  The  Prince  of  Wales  has 

been  ill  thefe  three  or  four  days ;  and  if  he  has  been  (b 
bad  as  fome  people  fay,  I  believe  it  will  not  be  long  befors 
be  is  an  angel  in  heaven."  After  the  fuUeft  examination 
of  particulars,  to  anfwer  the  feveral  queftions  propofed  tq 
her  by  the  Princefs  of  Orange,  we  find  the  Princefs  Anno 
thus  expreding  herfelf,  in  a  iMer  to  her  (ifler,  July  94, 
i688,--<-*<  In  (hort,  it  is  not  very  clear  any  thing  they  do; 
and  for  the  (ervants,  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft,  they 
are  Papifts.  All  that  Mrs.  Dawfon  fays,  feems  very  clear} 
but  one  does  not  know  what  to  think ;  for  methinks  it  ia 
wonderful,  if  it  is  no  cheat,  that  they  never  took  pains  tq 
convince  me  of  it."— -Now  this  Mrs,  Dawfon,  the  chief 

*  Hemoin,  p.  423. 

fyidencei 
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^  favour  his  invafion  of  England*/*  A  hun« 
dred  other  party  infinuations,  and  futile  ground- 
lefs  charges  might  be  produced  from  Sir  John'9 

Memoirs 

eridbnce,  was^  according  to  Sir  John,  capable  of  ailerting 
an  abfolute  faUhood,  to  provoke  the  exiled  King  againft  his 
bmily.  <'  Mrs^  Dawfon,  of  his  Queen's  bed-chamber, 
aflufed  hiai»  that  (he  was  prefent  when  the  Princefs  Aniie 
felt  the  child  leap  in  the  Queen's  belly*."  Lord  Claren- 
don's remark  in  his  diary  is  alfo  very  remarkable; — **  Jan, 
15,  i688y  in  the  morning  I  went  to  St,  James's  church  9 
this  is  the  thankfgiving  day  appointed  for  the  Queen's  being 
with  child;  there  were  not  above  two  or  three  in  the 
dnirch,  who  brought  the  form  of  prayer  with  them.  It  is 
ftrang^  to  fee  how  the  Queen's  great  belly  is  wery  where 
lidiculedy  as  if  fcarce  any  body  believed  it  to  be  true.  Good 
God  help  us  I"  So  much  for  the  impofture  being  only  the 
ftrguMcis  of  thi  vulgar^  ^nAi\kt  lie  rf  a  party^  But  whether 
the  birth  was  real  or  fuppofitious,  is  now  not  of  the  leaft 
importance  \  the  revolution,  doubtlefs,  (lands  upon  a  much 
nobler  foundation,  even  the  rights  of  human  nature. 

*  Memoirs,  p.  497,  498.  No  evidence  is  produced  of 
this,  but  Fenwick's,  though  fo  roundly  aflerted. — ^So  Sir 
John  places  more  faith  in  Father  Huddlefton's  fingle  evi« 
dence,  that  Charles  the  Second  was  not  reconciled  to  the 
Church  of  Rome  till  his  laft  hours,  than  in  all  other  tefU* 
monies.  Fenwick  charged  alfo  Lord  Shrewibory  \  but  as 
Shrewfbury  fays,  in  his  letter  to  King  William,  *<  'Twas 
an  impudent  and  unaccountable  accufation." 

Fenwick  was  prefled  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  Admi-> 
ral  Ruflell  himfelf,  and  others,  to  be  ingenuous,  and  boldly 
produce  his  pnxifs :  his  anfwers  were  nothing  but  wretched 
rvalions ;  which  induced  Lord  Cutts  to  fay,  <<  I  think 

there 
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Memoirs  and  the  Appendix ;  but  to  notice  them 
here  would  be  digreffing  too  far.  The  grand  dc- 
fign  being  to  vindicate  the  charafter  of  the  noble 
Lord,  the  hufband  of  that  excellent  lady,  whofe 
letters  are  now  tendered  to  the  public* 

Sir  John  Dalrymple,  from  the  full  convi£lion 
of  his  having  placed  too  implicit  a  faith,  in  a 
paper  in  our  own  paper-office,  refpefting  Lord 
Shaftfbury,  if  there  had  been  no  other  inftances, 
ought  to  have  fufpefted,  that  in  his  Memoirs  he 
had  too  readily  admitted  the  authenticity  of  the 
French  papers,  concerning  Lord  Ruflell  and  Sid- 
ney. Should  he  not  h^ve  well  confidered  the 
nature  of  the  evidence,  a  Gngle,  interefted^  un-. 
principled  man;  the  diftance  of  time  (near  lOO 
years);  the  opportunity  of  fabricating  or  altering; 
the  inclination  fome  in  France  might  have  to  fet 
the  Britifh  friends  of  liberty  in  an  odious  lightj^ 
with  their  implacable  averfion  to  proteftantifmi 

there  is  no  one  perfon  he  hath  named^  but  is  eminently 
known  or  believed  to  be  in  the  intereft  of  the  government, 
and  none  but  what  are  in  fome  places  of  tnift  or  employment. 
I  think  it  highly  neceflary,  therefore,  to  know  how  it  came  to 
pafs  that  he  hath  had  fo  much  converfation  with  perfons  of 
that  charader,  and  none  vrith  thofe  people  that  he  hath 
been  feen  daily  to  converfe  with  ;  and  if  he  hath,  why  he 
hath  not  difcovered  them,  as  he  has  done  the  reft."  'Till 
other  papers  are  produced,  this  charge  of  Fcnwick's  will 
ftill  be  confidcred  as  the  wicked  artifice  of  party  to  perplex 
the  King,  and  blacken  and  ruin  (bme  of  his  beft  fervants, 
and  moft  faithful  friendb, 

and 
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and  iHe  rights  of  fubjefts?  And  ftiould  he  riot 
have  tranfcribed  the  papers  himfelf,  and  had  a 
friend  to  have  feen  and  examined  the  vouchers 
with  him,  and  fo  far  at  leaft  have  authenticated 
the  jcopies  ?  Befides,  if  they  were  genuine,  was 
there  not  fome  reafon  to  fufpefl,  that  Barillon 
and  Courtin  might  exaggerate,  to  raife  their  maf- 
ter's  opinion  of  their  addrefs  and  conduct ;  and 
lake  advantage  of  the  patriots  being  on  their  own 
principles  againft  a  war  with  France,  to  reprefent 
it  as  a  confequence  of  their  influence  ?  the  fame 
may  be  oblerved  of  the  account  of  money  diftri<« 
buted  among  the  male-contents,  in  which  'tis  very 
remarkable,  there  is  no  mention  of  any  fum  given^ 
either  to  Lord  Shaftfbury  or  Lord  Howard^ 
though  both  of  them  were  determined  opponents 
to  King  Charles's  meafures ;  and  the  latter,  Smol- 
let  calls  an  abandoned  nobleman,  who  fought  only 
to  gratify  his  own  intereft  and  ambition.  Surely, 
fuch  an  one  would  have  been  offered,  and  he 
might  not  have  refufed,  a  prefent ;  but  the  fteady 
patriots,  men  celebrated  as  ftaunch  friends  to  vir- 
tue and  to  their  country,  thefe  we  find  peculiarly 
marked  in  the  Frenchman's  lifts.  But  'tis  wor- 
thy of  obfervation.  Sir  John  hath  placed  Sidney 
as  a  penfioner  in  two  lifts,  while  he  hath  only  given 
us  the  French  voucher,  or  copy  of  one. 

The  candid  reader  will  here  indulge  a  fentence 
or  two,  concerning  Lord  RuflelPs  virtuous  friend 
and  fellow  martyr,  Sidney  :  Charles  himfelf  con- 

fidered 
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fidered  him  as   •*  un  homme  de  cosur  et  d^efprit^* 
and  (if  every  paper  in  Sir  John's  compilation 
muft  be  confidered  as  gofpel)  he  had  before  Sid-i^ 
Dey's  return  to  England^  confented  to  his  being 
allowed  a  penfion  by  Louis  XIV.     Granting  the 
charge  brought  againft  him^  (though  there  is  not 
the  leaft  proof  of  its  being  received,  or  any  col- 
lateral evidence  to  fupport  it)  what  crime  could 
there  be  in  his  receiving  the  prefent,  provided 
nothing  was  required  of  hini  in  return,  inconfift- 
ent  with  his  principles,  and  the  liberties  of  his 
country  ?  That  he  was  a  man  of  real  honour  and 
generous  fentiments,  incapable  of  bafe  a&ions,  is 
evident,  even  by  Barillon's  own  letters ;  by  his 
having  been  the  caufe  alfo  of  preventing  afcheme 
to  aflaffinate  Charles  in  his  youth  5  and  by  every 
a&ion  of  his  life,  till  he  fell  a  vidim  to  tyranny. 
Barillon  bears  witnefs,  that  **  Sidney  always  ap- 
•*  peared  to  him  to  have  the  fame  fentiments,  and 
"  not  to  have  changed  maxims."     If  Sir  John» 
on  the  Cngle  evidence  of  a  popilh  enemy,  really 
believed   Sidney  to  have  received  the  money, 
yet  the   candour  of  an  impartial  hiftorian,  the 
friend  of  virtue  and  his  country,  would  have  fug- 
gefted  to  his  readers,  it  probably  was  not  for  him- 
felf,  but  for  Mr.  Aaron  Smith  and  his  poor  Scots 
friends,  to  engage  them  to  join  the  patriots  of 
England,  whofe  views  and  political  objefts  were  at 
that  time  the  fame  with  the  court   of  France. 
Each  difliked  too  clofe  an  union  between  Eng- 
land 


INTRODUCTION*  x? 

land  and  Holland  $  each  wanted  the  parliament 
to  be  diflblved^  but  the  popular  party,  in  hopes  to 
gain  new  ftrength  in  another  eledion ;  and  they 
knew  that  a  diflblution  of  parliament  could  only 
^  come  from  the  help  of  France  ;*•  each  wanted 
the  army  of  twenty  thoufand  men  to  be  difl>and« 
ed  t  the  patriots,  left  the  army  (hould  confer  upon 
Ihe  fovereign  abfolute  power,  and  change  both  the 
t^ligion  and  government  of  the  kingdom ;  each 
^uranted  to  pull  down  Lord  Danby : — the  French 
becaufe  he  had  turned  againft  them ;  the  patriots^ 
(not  *'  for  the  fame  reafon  for  which  every  oppo- 
^  fition  wilhes  to  pull  down  every  minifter,"  but) 
becaufe  he  had  been  the  principal  agent  in  condud^ 
ing  Charles's  infamous  money  negociations  widi 
the  court  of  France,  and  becaufe  he  had  been  the 
promoter  of  corruption  in  parliament,  and  of  ar«^ 
bitrary  power  in  the  date. 

Sir  John  hath  fully  proved,  that  Barilion  was 
duped  to  an  extraordinary  degree  by  Lord  Sun- 
4derland,  in  the  reign  of  James  the  Second ;  why 
not  by  Lord  Ruflell  and  Sidney  alfo,  in  that  of 
Charles  the  Second?  And  he  certainly  was,  the 
more  etteQually  to  fupport  an  oppofidbn  to  the 
arbitrary  views  of  the  court.  Befides,  what  jufter 
grovind  is  there  for  refle£iton  on  their  characters, 
for  making  France  fubfervient  to  the  true  inte- 
refts  of  their  country,  than  on  Sir  John  Dalrym- 
ple*  (afterwards  Earl  of  Stair)  and  the  other  pa- 
triots 

♦  The  author  of  the  Memoirs  cannot  be  defccndcd  from 

that 
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triots  who  intrigued  with-  Holland^  and  thus  proi 
duced  the  glorious  revolution  ?  If  Sidney  receiv-^ 
ed  money^  he  certainly  did  it  with  difinterefted 
views,  and  applied  it  to  worthy  ufes.  A  year  after 
the  account  of  his  taking  it,  Barillon,  the  accufer^ 
thus  writes  to  his  matter,  "  The  Sieur  Algernoon 
•*  Sidney,  is  a  man  of  great  views  and  very  high 
**defigns,  which  tend  to  the  eftablifhment  of  a 
♦'  republic  ti'*  Sir  John  may  therefore  hufli  his 
troubled  fpirits,  and  depend  on  never  having  the 
violent  fhock  repeated.  But  why  fhould  he  have 
been  fhocked  at  all  ?  He  cannot  fay  that  Sidney 
ever  a3ed  for  the  interefts  of  France,  oppofed  to 
Aofe  of  England,  nor  doth  even  the  French  Me^ 
morials  he  hath  produced ;  but  till  other  evidence 
is  produced  of  Sidney's  being  a  French  penfioner, 
than  that  of  a  perfidious  French  minifter,  who  was 
alfo  the  paymafter,  and  came  to  England  poor^ 
but  returned  rich,  'tis  more  reafonable  to  con- 
clude that  Barillon  embezzled  and  pocketed  what 
he  placed  to  Sidney's  account,  or  wrote  his  letter 
with  a  defign  to  impofe  upon  his  mafter,  or  that 
it  hath  been  foifted  into  the  depot  to  miflead  poC 
terity.  The  Frenchman  being  in  fo  clofe  a  con- 
ne6iion  with  both  Charles  and  James,  when  that 
great  man's  death  brought  fuch  an  odium  upon 

that  worthy  patriot,  his  name-fake»  who  was  deputed  by  the 
Scotch  parliament  to  make  a  tender  of  the  crown  to  King 
William  and  Queen  Mary. 

+  Vol.  II.  Append*  p.  287, 

themj 
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Aem,  this  money  conne£Uon  would  certainly  have 
been  expofed  to  remove  it.  The  man  who  dit. 
dained  even  to  a(k  his  life  of  one  unprincipled 
king^  and  piftoPd  his  horfe  rather  than  it  ihould 
be  rode  by  another,  could  never  accept  of  a  paltry 
penfion  from  him:  the  faft  in  every  view  is  totally 
tnadmiflible*. 

Now  let  us  proceed  to  Lord  Russell.  Had 
he  engaged  in  a  criminal  intercourfe  with  France; 
as  Danby  his  enemy  received  timely  intimations 
of  the  defign  of  Rouvigny*s  journey,  from  Mon- 
tagucj  can  we  fuppofe  he  would  have  efcaped 

*  So  is  Sir  John's  other  charge  againd  him  as  a  determined 
Deifti  (Vol.  I.  p.  8 1.)  Hath  he  not  read  the  writings,  or 
even  the  dying  apology  of  Sidney! — "  God  will  not  fufler 
this  land,  where  the  Gospel  has  of  late  fiourifhed  more  than 
in  any  part  of  the  world,  to  become  a  flave  of  the  world.  He 
will  not  fuiFer  it  to  be  made  a  land  of  graven  images ;  he  will 
ftir  up  witnefles  of  the  truth,  and  in  his  own  time  fpirit 
his  people  to  (land  up  for  his  caufe,  and  deliver  them.  I 
lived  in  this  belief,  and  am  now  about  to  die  in  it.  I  know 
MY  Redeemer  liveth ;  and  as  he  hath  in  a  great  meafure 
upheld  me  in  the  day  of  my  calamity,  hope  that  he  will  (llll 
uphold  me  by  his  Spirit  in  this  laft  moment,  and  giving  me 
Grace  to  glorify  him  in  my  death,  receive  me  into  the  glory 
prepared  for  thofe  that  fear  him,  when  my  body  (hall  be  dif- 
folved.  Amen." — Is  there  no  letter  in  the  depot  from  Baril- 
lon,  concerning  the  deaths  of  Sidney  and  Ruflell?  'Tis  to 
be  wilhed,  that  Sir  John's  good  intereft  would  procure  free 
accefs  for  another  friend  to  truth,  liberty,  and  the  people, 
to  infpefl  the  depot  des  affaires  efrangeres  at  Verfailles,  and 
King  William's  Cabinet  at  Kenfington. 

C  with 
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with  impunity  at  that  time^  or  would  not  ufe  have 
been  made  of  it  againfl:  him  at  his  trial,  where 
(Smollett  owns)  the  laws  againft  treafon  were 
wrefted  for  his  conviQion?  So  infufficient  was 
the  charge  and  evidence  in  fupport  of  it,  that  even 
Lord  Eflex's  death  \^a$  urged  as  a  prefumption^ 
or  rather  inforced  as  a  proof,  of  Lord  Ruflell'a 
guilt*. .  Befides,  can  it  be  conceived  that  Rou- 
vigny,  his  intimate  friend,  coulin-german  to  his 
lady,  and  a  ftri£l  Proteftant,  would  attempt  to  en^ 
gage  Lord  Rufiell  (whofe  reputation  for  inflex^ 
ible  integrity,  and  zeal  for  his  religion  and  the 
liberties  of  his  country,  were  then  well  known)  in 
meafures  prejudicial  to  his  honour,  and  the  public 
good ;  or  tending  to  introduce  popery,  to  make 
the  King  abfolute,  and  fubjefl  the  nation  to. 
France  ?  Rouvigny  could  never  be  fent  on  fuch 
an  enrand;  he  would  not  have  accepted  the  com- 
miffion :  farthery  had  he  deceived  Lord  Ruflell, 
or  drawn  him  into  any  diihonourable  practices 
fubveffive  of  the  conftitution,  or  fo  much  as  un-i 
•  favourable  to  the  liberties  of  his  country,  there 
would  not  have  fubfifted  fo  fteady  a  friendfliip  be- 
tween him  and  Lady  RuiTell,  which,  as  her  let- 
ters ihew,  lafted  till  her  death.  Neither  can  he 
be  fufpeded  of  aiming  to  enflave  England,  the 
bulwark  of  the  Proteftant  caufe ;  as  a  few  years 
after^  he  manifefted  his  zeal  for  religion,  by  quit-^ 

*  Smollet,  by  miftake,  fays^  Eflex  was  found  murdered 
the  morning  of  Ruflell's  execution,  inftead  of  triaL 

ting 
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ling  his  country  and  intereft  there^  and  entering 
into  the  fervice  of  King  William ;  who»  inftead 
of  complaining  of  his  former  condud^  received 
him  Viith  open  arms^  and  created  him  Earl  of  Gal-t 
way.  Lord  Ruffell's  behaviour  afterwards,  had 
2dfo  the  approbation  of  parliament,  and  was  a  great 
iliducement  with  King  William  to  confer  the 
ducal  tide  on  his  father.  However,  to  form  a 
clear  judgment  of  the  matter  in  queftion,  let  us 
take  a  Iketch  of  the  intrigues  and  views  of 
Charles,  James,  their  minifters  and  adherents,  and 
afterwards  enquire  into  the  part  faid  to  be  aded 
by  Lord  Ruffell;  which  from  even  Sir  John's 
own  evidence,  inftead  of  refle£ting  difgrace  on, 
or  tarniffaing  the  chara6ler,  will  rather  add  to  the 
honour  of  that  real  and   illustrious  pa- 

TRIOTa 

Anno  1664.  Smollett  afligns  as  Charles's  mo- 
tive to  the  Dutch  war,  that  he  fhould  be  able  to 
convert  part  of  the  fupplies  granted  for  the  maia- 
tenance  of  it,  to  his  private  ufe,  as  his  prodigality 
sdways  kept  him  neceffitous. — Colbert  writes  to 
Louis,  1669,  ''  Charles  faid  that  he  would  ftill 
**  augment  as  much  as  poffible  his  regiments  and- 
*<  companies,  under  the  moft  fpecious  pretexts  he 
**  could  devife ;  he  told  me,  he  was  prefled — to' 
**  declare  himfelf  a  Catholic ;  and  befides  the 
*<  fpiritual  advantages  he  ihould  draw  from  it, 
"  he  believed  it  to  be  the  only  means  of  re-efta- 
"  blifliing  the  monarchy  *.*• 

*  Dalr.  Vol.  IL 

C  2  1669, 
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1669.  Charles  engaged  in  a  fecret  treaty  with 
France,  by  which  he  was  to  declare  himfelf  a 
Catholic,  be  furniihed  with  200,oool.  by  France^ 
and  aflifted  with  troops  and  money,  as  often  as 
there  fhould  be  heed,  in  cafe  his  fubjeQs 
fhould  not  acquiefce  with  the  faid  declaration,  but 
rebel.  France  and  England  were  to  make  war 
againft  Holland  and  Hamburgh :  France  to  pay 
Charles  8oo,oool.  annually,  towards  the  expence^ 
the  government  of  the  States  General  to  be  dif- 
folved,  and  a  divifion  made  of  the  conquefts,  of 
which  France  was  to  have  the  greater  fhare.  Ih 
1670,  Colbert  mentions  Charles's  ratification  to 
have  been  the  King's  fignature  and  feal,and  a  letter 
by  his  hand.  He  kept  the  real  treaty  fecret  from 
his  minifters,  propofed  un  traiti  Jimulic  (omitting, 
the  article  refpeQing  his  declaring  himfelf  a  Ro^ 
man  Catholic),  to  which  the  Proteftaht  minifters, 
Buckingham,  Afhley  Cooper^  and  Lauderdale^ 
were  to  be  parties*.  The  treaty  being  finiihed> 
there  appear  in  the  difpatches,  ftrokes  of  that 
proud,  arbitrary,  vindiftive  difpofition,  and  con- 
tempt of  parliaments,  in  the  Duke  of  York, 
which  afterwards  drew  ruin  upon  him. 

1671.  Colbert  writes,  *^  The  Duke  of  York 
**  told  me  in  confidence,  that  affairs  are  at  prefent 
**  here  in  fuch  a  fituation,  as  to  make  him  believe 
"  that  a  King  and  a  Parliament  can  exift  no 
••  longer  together.— That  nothing  fliould  be  any 

♦  Dalr.  Vol.  II. 
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^  longer  thought  of  than  to  make  war  with  Holland^ 
**  as  the  only  means  left  without  having  recqurfe 
^  to  parliament,  to  which  they  ought  no  longer 
^  to  have  recourfe,  till  the  war  and  the  Catholic 
^  faith  had  come  to  an  happy  iffue,  and  when  they 
*<  ihould  be  in  a  condition  to  obtain  by  force, 
^  what  they  could  not  obtain  by  mi}dnefs.'*— ;• 
Both  the  above  treaties  were  helped  on  by  money 
from  France,  given  to  the  King's  minifters,  and 
ibr  the  moft  part  with  his  knowledge:  the  cabal 
became  fenfible  of  the  danger  they  were  expofed 
io  by  diefe  treaties  with  France,  an4  iJi^rgfpre 
attempted  to  leflen  that  danger,  by  (baring  it  i|^ith 
the  King's  former  friends t.     Colbert,  in  167^4 
fays  of  the  cabal,  ^'  Th^y  fee  that  all  tfieir  fafe^y 
^*  lies  in  ftrengthening  the  authority  of  the  Kii)g 
"  their  mafter.V     A  Prince  (fays  Sir  John)  who 
betrays,  and  confents  to  the  corruption  of  his  owi| 
minifters,  muft  exped  to  be  betrayQ4  by  them* 
Colbert  boafts,    1673,    **  France  has  prevailed 
^'  with  Charles  to  recall  his  declaration  of  indulge 
t*  ence,  and  aiTures  him  of  troops  againft  his  fub- 
**  je£b.*'     Charles  affured  Colbert,  that  Louis's 
fentiments  had  always  more  power  oyer  l)im,  ^han 
all  the  reafonings  of  hi$  mpl^  faithful  minifters.-^ 
The  treaty  of   1676,   was  executed  in  a  mode 
that  fliews  the  miferable  ilate  to  which  an  Englifb 
Prince  may  be  reduced,  who  thinks  it  is  poffibH 

t  Ibid. 
C3  Spt 
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for  him  to  have  an  intereft  of  his  own^  feparate 
from  that  of  his  people*. 

Rouvigny  writes  in  1676,  that  "  Charles's  mi- 
nifters  were  afraid  to  be  parties  to  the  new  money 
treaty  with  France ;  Charles  could  not  truft  an 
affair  of  that  importance  to  his  fecretaries  (Co- 
ventry and  Williamfon);  he  therefore  copied  the 
inftrument  himfelf^  and  figned  and  fealed  it  in 
Rouvigny's  prefence.  The  King  of  England  is 
in  a  manner  abandoned  by  his  minifters^  even  the 
moft  confidential. — ^The  Duke  of  York  is  entirely 
in  your  Majefty*s  intereft.  All  England  is  againft 
your  interefts ;  and  there  is  only  the  King  and 
Duke  of  York  who-  embrace  them  with  affec- 
tion."— The  500,000  crowns  which  Louis  fe- 
cretly  gave  Charles  in  the  year  16741  to  prorogue 
his  parliament  till  April  1675,  faved  France  from 
the  poflibility  of  an  Englifh  armament  in  the 
campaign  of  the  year  1675,  and  the  abovemen- 
tioned  fecret  penfion,  made  him  fecure  of  Charles's 
baffling  the  attempts  of  his  parliament,  to  engage 
him  in  a  war  with  France,  in  the  campaign  of  the 
year  1676 1. 

The  fefBons  1677,  ^^^  opened  with'  Charles's 
becoming  the  inftrument  of  bribing  his  own  fub- 
jeQs  with  French  money,  to  prevent  a  French 
war.  Courtin,  1677,  fays,  "  To  my  knowledge, 
«'  Charles  has  diftributed  all  the  money  he  ye- 
V  ceived  from  my  hands,  to  gain  the  votes  he  ftood 
^  in  need  of;"   and  he  urges  as  a  reafon  for 

»  Dalr.  Vol.  II.  t  Ibid. 
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France  diftributing  money  among  the  members 
of  parliament^  that  Spain  and  the  Emperor  were 
fending  money  to  be  dtftributed  among  them  on 
the  other  fide. — ^That  he  had  offered  Charles  a 
penSon  of  500,000  crowns  to  prorogue  or  dit- 
folve  his  parliament,  and  with  the  afliftance  of 
Louis's  forces  to  maintain  Charles's  authority. 
His  words  are,  "  His  Majefty  (Louis)  being  aU 
*•  ways  ready  to  employ  all  his  forces  for  the 
f'  confirmation  and  augmentation  of  his  (Charles's) 
**  authority,  he  will  always  be  maftei:  of  his  fub^ 
**  jefts,    and  will   never  depend  upon   them.'* 
Charles  offered  for  800/300  crowns  to  prorogue 
the  parliament  till  the  end  of  April  1678;  but  at 
}aft  agreed  to  accept  two  millions  of  livrcs,  though 
he  wanted  it  to  be  nett  200,oool.    Courtin  writes 
again^  **  I  can  anfwer  for  it  to  your  Majefty,  that 
"  there  are  none  of  your  own  fubjefts  who  wiffi 
**  you  better  fuccefs  in  all  your  underukings  than 
"  thefe  two    Princes  do  (Charles  and  James); 
<*  but  it  is  alfo  true,  that  you  cannot  count  upon 
**  any,  except  thefe  two  friends,  in  all  England*." 
The  court  party  (in  parliament)  confifted  chief- 
ly of  needy  cavaliers,  and  men  of  defperate  for- 
tunes, who  received  penfions  from  the  gr»^ern- 
ment,  and  devoted  thcnifelves  to  the  *noft  arbi- 
trary meafures  of  the  crcfwn.     Many  members 
were  irritated  into  oppoCitK/^  by  difappointments 
^n  their  expeftations  from  the  court,  and  others 

*  Dalr.  Vol.  IL 
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by  the  pernicious  condu£l  of  the  adminiftratioiK 
The  French  King  knew  he  was  mafter  of  one  ar- 
gument which  would  always  have  weight  with 
fuch  a  neceflitous  and  prodigal  Prince  as  Charles. 
A  ftipulation  of  conditions  was  propofed^  in  con- 
fideration  of  which,  the  King  of  England  fhould 
forbear  from  declaring  in  favour  of  the  allies,  not* 
withftanding  the  importunity  of  his  parliament. — 
The  treaty  was  carried  on  by  Montague  the 
Englifh  AmbafTador  at  Paris,  who  demanded 
200,oool.  a  year  while  the  war  fhould  continue; 
but  Courtin,  who  redded  in  London,  prevailed 
upon  Charles  to  reft  contented  with  two  millions 
of  livres ;  Montague  afterwards  received  inftruc- 
lions  from  Danby  to  in&ft  upon  the  King's  re-* 
ceiving  from  Louis  600,000 .livres  annually,  for 
three  years  after  the  peace  fhould  be  ratified,  on 
the  fuppofition  that  he  could  cxptGt  no  fupplies 
from  parliament  for  that  period*. 

The  fubfequent  proceedings  of  Charles  and 
James,  will  prove  their  love  to  their  country, 
their  excellent  difpofitions,  and  how  worthy  of 
the  veneration,  confidence,  and  obedience  of  the 
people! — Louis  having  refufed  to  deliver  up  the 
SpanHh  towns  in  Flanders  according  to  promife ; 
Charles  Ct^^med  inclined  to  a  French  war. — But 
it  is  probable  iVsn  He  meant  to  make  ufe  of  this 
apparent  inclination  for  war,  o'nly  to  keep  up  hi$ 
forces,  to  awe  the  people,  10  get  money  from  Par- 
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liament^  and  to  fqueeze  more  money  from  France. 
The  journals  of  Parliament  during  this  fummer 
and  autumn  ihew  his  druggies  not  to  difband  his 
army,  and  to  get  more  fupplies  under  the  pretence 
of  his  intending  to  join  in  awar  againft  France^. — 
In  1679,  Charles,  being  abandoned  by  France,  was 
obliged  to  aflemble  a  new  Parliament,  to  di{b.and 
all  his  new  raifed  army,  to  fend  his  brother  into         ' 
Flanders,  and  to  truft  the  condud  of  his  aflfairs 
to  a  council,  compofed  of  many  of  thofe  who  had 
been  his  moft  violent  oppofers.     The  Dutchefs 
of  Portfmouth  told  Barillon,*   "  It  was  to  get 
**  money  from  Parliament  by  that  means,  and 
**  through  fear  of  the  popular  party.**     6th  July, 
1679,  Barillon  m.entions  Charles's  difcourfe  at  a 
fecret  meeting,  in  wlttch  that  Prince,  in  very  ab- 
jeft  terms,  begg*d  the  proteftion  of  France  from  his 
new  council,  and  from  Parliament,  and  laid  the 
blame  of  his  late  difference  with  France,  upon 
his  brother  and  Lord  Danby.     **  The  ^nd  of  this 
f^  long  difcourfe  was,  to  prefs  me  to  reprefent 
f'  to  your  Majefty  what  was  pafling  here,    and 
**  to  conjure  you  on  his  part,  to  incline  to  put 
"  England  under  your  dependence  for  ever.'* 
Charles  at  this  time  formed  two  hundred  of  his  dif« 
fcanded  officers  into  a  company  of  guards,  with  a 
view  to  have  officers  ready,  if  he  fhould  after-- 
iwrards  raife  troops.     But  Lord  Effex,  one  of  his 

•  Dalr.  Vol.  II. 
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faithful  minifters^  wrote  to  him  an  excellent  letter, 
preffing  him  to  diflband  them. 

Auguft,  1679,  a  fecret  money  treaty  was  made 
with  France,  Charles  engaging  not  to  aflemble  a 
Parliament  for  three  years,  and  after  that  time  not 
till  Louis  fhould  give  him  leave ;  Charles  to  have 
a  million  of  livres  per  annum  for  three  years. 
Barillon  writes,  that  Charles's  exprefBons  were, 
^  That  your  Majefty  (Louis)  might  remain  in  the 
^  moft  glorious  ftate  that  any  King  has  been  in 
**  for  many  ages,  and  put  it  out  of  the  power 
*•  of  England  ever  to  hurt  you.     This  Prince 
"  (Charles)  repeated  afterwards  all  that  he  had 
•*  fo  often  faid  to  me  of  the  advantages  which 
••  your  Majefty  might  derive  from  having  Eng^ 
•*  land  always  dependent  on  you.     The  Dutchefs 
•*  of  Portfmouth  faid,  if  yoqr  Majefty  will  give 
•*  four  millions  a  year  for  three  years,  tjie  King 
•'  of  England  will  enter  into  all  the  engagements 
•*  your  Majefty  can  defire.     The  Duke  of  York 
"  hopes  your  Majefty  will  confider  that  his  re- 
•*  ligion  and  his  attachment  to  France,  are  the 
•*  fources  of  the  oppofition  which  he  meets  with  in 
*•  England.     I  know  by  all  that  has  been  faid 
•*•  to  me,  that  if  the  fum  was  agreed  upon,  there 
•'  would  be  no  difficulty  about  the  reft,  that  is  to 
"  fay,  they  would  give  your  Majefty  a  carte- 
**  blanche  upon  every  thing  you  could  defire^ 
**  and  they  would  enter  into  all  forts  of  engage- 
*•  raents   not  to  make   any  treaty  with  foreign 
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^  Princes  without  your  confent,  and  even  oblige 
^  themfelves  to  enter  into  all  your  interefts,  an4^ 
^«  to  favour  all  yoiir  defigns*. 

1680.  The  Commons,  inflead  of  complying 
with  Charles's  demand  for  the  relief  of  Tangier, 
recapitulated  all  the  inftances  of  mifconduft 
which  his  whole  reign  afforded.  Some  of  the 
members  plainly  faid,  that  fhould  they  grant  a 
fum  of  money  for  this  fervice,  it  would  in  all 
probability  be  converted  to  another  ufe;  that 
although  above  a  million  had  been  raifed  for  a 
new  navy,  the  King  had  not  built  one  fingle  fhip; 
that  two  millions,  granted  for  the  fupport  of  the 
triple  alliance,  had  been  employed  to  deftroy  that 
connefiion,  and  that  the  King  had  received  a 
million  to  wage  war  with  France,  at  a  time  when 
he  was  pnder  a  fecret  engagement  with  Louis  to 
cffefl  a  pacification.  They  drew  up  a  remon* 
ftrance,  reprefenting  the  danger  to  which  the  na- 
tion was  expofed,  from  the  favour  ihewn  to  Pa^ 
pifts ;  and  infinuating,  that  the  King  was  con- 
cerned in  a  confpiracy  againft  the  Proteftant  re- 
ligion, and  the  liberties  of  his  people  t.  Ba<- 
rillon  writes,  Aug.  1680,  —  '^  The  Duke  of 
'^  York's  defign  is,  that  things  fhould  be  brought 
*•  to  extremities,  and  come  to  an  open  rup- 
"  ture.  He  is  perfuaded  that  the  royal  au- 
"  thority  can  be  eflablifhed  in  England  only  by 
'*  a  civil  war.     By  this  he  thinks  to  prevent  the 

♦  Dalr.  Vol.  II.  +  Smolkt. 
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"  danger  with  which  he  is  threatened. **  Charles 
haftily  ftruck  up  a  treaty  with  France,  March, 
i68o-i>  and  a  few  days  after  diflblved  his  parlia* 
ment,  with  a  refolution  never  to  call  another* 
JEven  private  perfons  in  Britain  were  prevented 
by  French  money  at  this  time  (June  1681),  from 
interpodng  againd  the  enproachments  of  France. 
After  the  ftrift  union  which  was  formed  between 
Louis,  Charles,  and  the  Duke  of  York,  by  the 
private  verbal  treaty  of  the  year  1681,  Louis,  *tis 
faid,  became  indifferent  about  keeping  up  \tis 
connections  with  the  popular  party  in  England** 

1683.  Such  an  arbitrary  and  cruel  admini- 
ftration  as  now  took  place,  SmoUet  obferves, 
'<  could  hardly  fail  to  produce  defigns  againft 
f*  the  government  in  a  nation,  abounding  with 
**  people  who  entertained  (even  the  moft  extra** 
"  vagant)  notions  of  liberty/* 

1684.  At  this  period  Charles  reigned  as  abr- 
folute  as  any  monarch  in  Chriftendom,  and  his 
government  was  fullied  wi^h  numberlefs  inflanci^s 
of  partiality  and  oppreffion.  Cruelty  was  npt 
natural  to  his  difpofition,  and  therefore  w^  muft 
impute  them  to  the  fanguinary  temper  of  his  bro- 
ther;  which  he  had  not  refolution  enough  to  re- 
firain«  Charles  being  himfelf  unprincipled,  he 
believed  mankind  were  falfe,  perfidious,  and  in- 
tereftedj  and  therefore  he  pradifed  diffimulation 
for  bis  own  convenience.     He  was  ftrongly  at^ 

•  Dalr.  Vol  II. 
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&ched  to  the  French  manners,  government,  and 
monarch ;  he  was  diflatisfied  with  his  own  limited 
prerogative;  the  majority  of  his  own  fubjeCts 
he  defpifed  or  hated.  In  thefe  fentiments,  he 
could  not  be  fuppofed  ^o  purfue  the  intereft  of 
the  nation ;  on  the  contrary,  he  feemed  to  think 
that  his  own  fafety  was  incompatible  with  the 
honour  and  advantage  of  his  people*. 

1685.  After  Monmouth's  rebellion  was  quelled^ 
and  the  Parliament  had  fettled  a  vaft  revenue 
upon  James,  he  ftill  continued,  as  Barillon  relates^ 
to  beg  a  fubfidy  from  France ;  and  towards  the 
end  of  his  reign,  there  were  three  Popifli  regi- 
ments in  England  regularly  paid  by  France  t. 
His  various  attempts  againft  the  liberties  and  re* 
ligion  of  the  people,  are  too  well  known  to  need 
any  repetition  or  illuftration  here ;  and  we  have 
an  undeniable  proof  of  James's  cruel  and  vin- 
diftive  difpofition  in  his  own  letters  to  the  Prince 
of  Orange,  concerning  the  trials  and  execution , 
of  thofe  whom  he  called  confpirators.  The  good 
Baronet  endeavours  indeed  to  excufe  him  refpeft- 
ing  his  fanguinary  temper,  and  the  fhocking  bar- 
barity of  JefFeries  in  the  Weft  of  England,  faying, 
"  It  is  certain,  that  when  Lord-Keeper  North 
"  made  complaints  what  JefFeries  was  doing,  James 
"  gave  orders  to  ftop  them  J;"  but  it  is  yet  more 
certain,  that  he  knew  of  his  conduct  from  day 

•  Smollet,  +  Dalr.  Vol,  II.  p.  257. 
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to  day,  during  the  whole  time  of  the  circuit,  anc( 
was  accuftomed  to  repeat  his  infamous  tooP^ 
cruelties  with  jocalarity.  In  two  of  his  letterf 
to  the  Prince  of  Orange  are  thefe  expreffions  :— 
Sept.  lo,  1685,  "  Lord  Chief  Juftice  (Jefferies) 
^^  is  making  his  campaign  in  the  weft,  and  when 
"  the  Parliament  meets,  fome  of  the  Peers  which 
**  are  in  cuftody  will  be  tried.*/  Sept.  24, 1685^ 
after  fpeaking  of  his  fox-hunting  and  ftag-hunt-^ 
ing,  he  fays^  "  As  for  news,  there  is  little  ftirring^ 
**  but  that  Lord  Chief  Juftice  has  almoft  done 
*<  his  CAMPAIGN ;  he  has  already  condemned 
"  feveral  hundreds,  fome  of  which  are  already 
"  executed,  more  are  to  be,  and  the  others  fent  to 
^^  the  plantations*.'*  And  immediately  after  his 
campaign  was  ended,  to  reward  his  glorious  and 
pleafing  fervices,  James  made  him  Lord  High 
Chancellor  t. 

1688. 

.     ♦  Dalr.  Vol.  IL  p.  165,  166. 

t  Lord  Delamere  acquaints  us,  that  from  the  firft  notice 
King  James  had  of  the  Prince  of  Orange's  deflgn,  he 
courted  and  even  humbled  himfelf  to  thofe  very  people 
whom  before  hevirouldnot  admit  into  his  prefence;  he 
followed  his  army  in  perfon,  only  to  expofe  himfelf 
more,  and  give  the  clearer  evidence  of  his  cowardice ;  for 
before  he  came  within  forty  miles  of  his  enemy,  away  he 
ran  as  faft  as  if  his  whole  army  had  been  routed.  His  fear 
fo  multiplied  every  thing  that  was  againft  him,  that  at  any 
rate  he  would  be  gone,  and  fave  his  life,  though  at  the 
price  of  his  honour,  and  three  kingdoms ;  fo  that  if  all 

were* 
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1688.  Every  individual^  whether  Whig  or 
Tory»  who  knew  the  value  of  liberty^  and  was 
attached  to  the  Proteftant  religion,  now  plainly 
faw^  that  without  an  immediate  and  vigorous  op« 
pofition  to  the  meafures  of  the  King,  the  nation 
would  be  reduced  to  the  nioft  abje&  ftate  of  fpi-  ^ 
ritual  and  temporal  fubjeQion.     And 

1689.  The  Parliament  of  England  thought 
it  incumbent  upon  them — to  do  justice  with 
refped  to  thofe  who  had  been  injured  by  illegal 
or  oppreffive  fentences  in  the  late  reigns :  and  the 
attainders  of  Lord  RufTell,  Algernoon  Sidney^ 
Alderman  Corniih,  and  the  Lady  Lifle,  were  re« 
vcrfed*. 

After  this  brief  review  of  the  arbitrary  difpo« 
fitions,  the  infamous  tranfadions,  and  Popifh  de^ 
figns  of  the  royal  brothers,  Charles  and  James,  we 
may,  without  the  leaft  pain  for  the  event,  or  any  ap-i 
preheniion  of  a  difagreeable  fhock,  examine  into 
the  charge  againft  Lord  Ruifell,  on  account  of 
his  French  connexions.  We  have  feen  what 
great  and  juft  caufe  he  had  to  be  apprehenfive 

were  tnie  that  is  reported  of  his  former  prowefs,  yet  he 
feems  therein  to  have  forced  himfelf  and  aded  a  part ;  for^ 
it  could  not  be  the  cffedl  of  courage  and  refolution ;  and, 
upon  the  whole,  never  man  (even  Nero  himfelf)  (hewed  fo 
much  fear  in  any  cafe,  as  King  James  did  in  that  matter. 
— ^This  verifies  the  obfcrvation.  That  cruelty  and  cow- 
ardice are  generally  united. 

•  SmoUet. 
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for  the  civil  and  religious  liberties  of  his  coon- 
tty;  which  true  patriotifm,  not  ambition,  ex- 
cited his  endeavours  to  fecure.  Thefe  was  too 
much  reafon  to  fear  that  Charles,  James,  and 
Lbuis,  had  combined  againft  them.  To  divide 
their  intereft^,  and  defeat  the  evil  confequences 
of  fuch  an  union,  it  was  neceflary  to  get  ac- 
quainted with  their  fchemes.  A  favourable  op- 
portunity offered ;  the  4th  of  November,  1677, 
the  Princefs  Mary  was  married  to  the  Prince  of 
Orange.  Louis  difgufted  at  it  flopped  the  pen- 
fion,  then  Charles  revoked  the  prorogation,  and 
ordered  the  Parliament  to  meet  immediately:  but 
France  aimed  a  yet  more  important  blow  againft 
Charles,  for  having  brought  about  the  Prince  of 
Orange's  marriage,  "  For  fhe  entered  (fays  DaU 
"  rymple)  into  the  moft  dangerous  intrigues  with 
•*  the  popular  party  in  parliament  againft  him.** 

Upon  the  marriage  of  the  Prince  of  Orange^ 
and  the  fide  which  Charles  immediately  after 
feemed  to  take  againft  France,  the  court  of  France 
and  a  great  part  of  the  popular  party  in  parlia- 
ment in  England,  as  already  obferved,  came  to 
have  the  fame  political  objefts.  Sir  John  reafons 
thus;  "  It  was  the  intereft  of  Louis  to  prevent 
**  an  union  between  Charles  and  the  Prince  of 
*•  Orange,  to  get  20,000  Englifh  troops  difband- 
**  ed,  which  had  been  raifed  againft  him,  to  the 
•*  aftonifliment  of  Europe,  in  the  fhort  fpace  of 
••  fix  weeks ;  to  have  a  parliament  diflblved  which 
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*'  had  repeatedly  addrefled  Charles  for  a  war 
•'  againft  him,  and  to  overturn  a  minifter  who 
"  had  of  late  continually  urged  his  mafter  to  the 
"  fame  war."  For  this  laft>  vide  Danby*s  Letters. 
-—The  popular  party  again  dreaded^  in  the  ftrength 
which  that  union  and  the  army  would  confer 
upon  their  Sovereign,  the  lofs  of  their  own  liber-- 
ties ;  they  hoped  in  a  new  parliament,  chofen  in 
a  popular  ferment,  to  gain  new  ftrength  to  them- 
felves,  and  they  wiihed  to  pull  down  I-ord  Danby 
for  the  fame  reafon  for  which  every  oppofition 
wifhes  to  pull  down  every  miniften  Thefe  cir- 
cumftances  of  accident  ted  the  way  to  a  connec- 
tion between  the  popular  and  the  French  in- 
terefts*.  There  is  fomething  fo  veryjingular  in 
this  reprefentation  of  the  views  of  the  friends  to 
the  conftitution,  \is  could  hardly  have  been  ex- 
peded  from  a  fincere  revolutionift ;  and  the  fame 
refle£kion  will  naturally  occur  on  reading  the  fol- 
lowing curious  paflage : — "  In  Lord  Danby*s  let- 
'*  ters  there  are  feveral  in  the  beginning  of  the 
'*  year  1678-9,  from  Mr.  Montague,  Ambafla- 
"  dor  at  Paris,  to  Lord  Danby,  informing  him 
*'  that  Rouvigny  was  to  go  over  with  money 
"  upon  that  errand  (to  diftribute  among  the  po- 
*'  pular  party  in  Parliament)  and  to  aft  in  con- 
"  cert  with  Lord  Ruifell ;  and  that  Barillon  was 
'*  intriguing  with  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  and 
^*  others  of  the  popular  party  in  England.     The 

•  Dalr.  Vol,  IL  p.  129. 
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"  truth  of  this  information  is  confirmed  by  the 
^^  folk>wing  neiemorial  of  Barillon:  an  Englifh 
**  reader  will  perha^  ftart  at  a  paper  being  of- 
**  fered  to  his  eye$>  which  lays  op6n  an  intrigue 
^*  between  the  virtuous  Lord  Ruffell  and  the 
"  court  of  France ;  yet  it  will  give  him  fome  re- 
**  lief  to  find,  amidft  the  imprudence  of  fuch  an 
**  intrigue^  the  man  of  honour  appearing*/* 

Whoever  impartially  confiders  Charles's  fecret 
inlrigues,  his  receiving  penfions  from  Louis,  con- 
niving at  his  minifters  taking  prefcnts,  and  him* 
felf  bribing  his  own  fubjefU  with  French  mo- 
ney, in  order  to  fubvert  the  conftitution,  extend 
the  prerogative,  and  introduce  Popery  and  arbi- 
trary power,  with  the  difmal  prolpefi  of  a  bigoted 
cruel  Popiih  fucceflbr  (all  well  known  to  the  fa- 
gacious  Lord  RuSbll),  muft  conclude,  it  was  fo 
far  from  Uameable  in  Lord  Ruffell,  to  confer  with 
his  friend  and  relation  Rouvigny,  for  the  naiiond 
benefit,  tk^  it  evidently  demonftrated  his  love 
to  his  country,.     Had  he  declined  it,  he  would 
have  as  much  deferved  cenfure,  as  the  part  he 
took  really  merited  applaufe,  and  proved  him  in- 
deed the  man  of  honour,  the  wife  and  prudent 
patrioL     Sir  John  fliould  have  fhewn  that  the 
virtuous  Lord  Ruffell  had,  by  his  conne£tions  and 
intrigues,  deferted,  or  aded  contrary  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  his  country,  before  he  ventured  fo  jn- 
judicious  and  imprudent  a  remark.  This  he  has  not 
done ;  yea  the  very  French  memorials  on  which 
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he  founds  his  cenfure,  giving  him  full  credit  for 
their  authority^  are  full  proofs  of  the  noble  Lord's 
integrity. 

fiarillon's  memorial^  14  March,  1678:  "Mr. 
*'  de  Rouvigny  has  feen  Lord  Ruffell  and  Lord 
"  Hollis,  who  were  fully  fatisfied  with  the  affur- 
"  ance  he  gave  them,  that  the  King  (of  France) 
"  is  convinced  it  is  not  his  intercft  to  make  the 
^  King  of  £ngland  abfolute  mafter  in  his  king* 
"  dom — ^and  that  France  would  endeavour  to 
*^  bring  about  a  diflblution  of  Parliament— Lord 
^*  Ruffell  would  engage  Lord  Shaftft>ury  in  it— « 
•*  privately  endeavour  to  prevent  an  augmenta- 
••  tion  of  the  fum  for  carrying  on  the  war — and 
^  annex  difagreeable  claufes  to  the  offer  of  a 
"  million  fterling*.  Ruffell  was  afraid  France 
*•  approved  England's  declaration  of  war,  that 
"  Charles  might  get  money,  and  then  make  peace ; 
"  Rouvigny,  to  demonftrate  the  contrary,  faid, 
**  That  I  (Barillon)  was  ready  to  diftribute  a  con- 
"  fiderable  fum  in  the  Parliament,  to  prevail 
**  with  it  to  refufe  any  money  for  the  war,  and 
"  folicited  him  to  name  the  perfons  who  might 
**  be  gained.  Lord  Ruffell  replied,  '  That 
*^  he  Jhould  be  very  forry  to  have  any  ctmTnerce 
*'  with  perfons  capable  of  being  gained  by  money  / 
"  but  he  appeared  pleafed  to  fee  by  this  pro- 
**  pofal,  that  there  is  no  private  underftandin^ 
•'  between  your  Majefty  and  the  King  of  Eng- 
land to  hfurt  their  conJlitiUion. — He  and  all  his 
•  DAt.  Vol.  IL  p.  130. 
^  D  2  "friends 


xxxvi  INTRODUCTION. 

**  friends  only  wanted  the  dijfolution  of  Parliameni 
**  "^they  knew  it  could  only  come  from  the  help  of 
«  France. — ^They  would  truft  him  on  R  ouvigny's 
**  afTurances,  and  endeavour  to  oblige  Charles  to 
"  afk  the  French  King's  friendfhip,  that  Louii 
•*  might  be  in  a  ftate  to  contribute  to  their  fatis- 
"  faftion. — Secrefy  neceffary;  for  though  the 
**  diffolution  of  parliament  be  a  thing  wijhld  for 
**  hy  all  England — yet  if  known,  they  would  pre- 
"  vent  it  by  doing  all  the  King  could  wifh.  Lord 
«*  Ruffell  hath  refolved  to  fupport  the  affair 
"  againft  the  Treafurer,  and  even  attack  thd 
«  Duke  of  York  and  all  the  Catholics.*'  Thus, 
Barillon's  memorial,  24  March,  1678,  "  Lord 
**  HoUis  and  Lord  Ruffell  never  pretended  openly 
"  to  oppofe  giving  money  to  the  King  of  Eng- 
•*  land,  but  the  Commons  added  claufes  to  the 
*'  bill,  for  which  they  hoped  it  would  not  be  ac- 
*•  cepted;  but  the  avidity  for  money,  and  the 
"  defire  of  having  troops  on  foot,  which  they 
"  thought  they  might  difpofe  of,  had  made  ilic 
•*  minifters  pafs  the  aft  without  any  confideratioA 
"  for  the  true  interefts  of  his  Britannic  Majefty ; 
««  — this  redoubles  their  fears  of  the  defigns  of 
**  the  court,  with  which  they  are  much  alarmed, 
•*  even  although  they  arc  at  this  minute  per- 
"  fuaded  that  your  Majefty  and  the  King  of 
•*  England  aft  in  concert,  they  aire  ftill  under 
^*  apprehenfions,  Itji  the  war  fhould  ferve  only  to 
"  bring  them  under  fubjeSion.**  Again — 11  April, 
1678,  "  All  thcfe  leaders  of  the  party  will  not  be 

**  averfc 
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*"  averfe  to  peace^  if  they  believe  that  your  Ma- 
*'  jefty  will  enter  into  no  engagements  againjl  their 
**  liberties ;  on  this  head  I  give  them  all  the  afTur- 
^'  ances  I  can,  and  the  moft  fen&ble  among  them 
•*  know  well,  it  is  not  the  intereft  of  France  that 
**  a  King  of  England  ihould  be  abfolute  matter, 
*'  and  be  able  to  difpofe,  according  to  his  will, 
**  of  all  the  power  of  the  nation.     They  feared, 
"  le/l  the  army  that  was  raijingy  Jhould  be  employed 
*'  to  change  the  form  of  government  in  England;^* 
*<  that  the  court  having  fufficient  troops  wouIc|[ 
^'  attempt  every  thing  agreeable  to  its  intereft— 
*^  arreft  the  principal  perfons,  prevent  others  re- 
"  fifting  or  oppofing,  and  when  England  was 
"  fubjeded  at  home,  carry  on   a  foreign  war 
'*  with  the  greater  facility ; — ^they  are  apprehen- 
"  five  that  your  Majefty  (Louis)  and  Charles  aft 
**  in  concert — necelfary .  therefore  to  convince 
•^  them,  that  the  King  of  France  not  only  has 
"  no  conneClion  with  the  King  of  England  to 
"  opprefs  them — nor  will  fuffer  him,  under  prc- 
**  tence  of  an  imaginary  war,  to  find  means  to 
"  bring  them  into  fubjeftion.**     18  April,  1678, 
"  The  High  Treafurer*s  aim  is  to  procure  money, 
"  and  he  would  willingly  increafe  his  matter's 
"  authority.     The  Duke  of  York  believes  him- 
'*  felf  lott  as  to  his  religion,  if  the  prefent  oppor- 
"  tunity  does  not  ferve  to  bring  England  intofub^ 
'' jeaionr     12  May;   «  The  King  himfelf  will 
**  fign  the  treaty — none  of  his  fiibjefts  are  bold 
f  enough  to  cjo  it.'*     27  May ;  "  $epa,rate  arti- 

D  3  "  cle : 
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*'  cle :  Charles  to  be  paid  fix  fliillions  of  livrca, 
**  and  to  recall  his  troops,  except  3000  for 
"  OfteiKl,  and  3000  for  Scotland,  ^o  difband  thofe 
"  i!iewly  raifed,  and  to  prorogue  the  parliament 
*'  for  four  months.'*  The  feparate  article  yf9LS 
iigned  by  Barillon,  promifing  the  money  only  on 
that  condition.  Charles  and  James  kept  the  treaty 
fecret  from  the  Prioce  of  Orange.  May  31, 
1678,  "  The  Commons  want  the  new  raifed 
"  troops  difbanded,  the  Duke  of  York  wants 
**  them  kept  on  foot*." 

In  1678  there  was  a  treaty  between  Charles 
awd  Louis  {  but  Barillon  after-^^ards  gave  Charles 
<o  underftand,  that  his  maBer  wcrt^ld  not  pay  the 
money,  unkfs  he  would  engage  by  ^iecxet  arti.- 
cle,  that  be  would  never  maintain  an  ajcmy  that 
fiK)i4d  exceed  8000  men,  reckoning  theVhole 
forces  in  bis  three  kingdoms.     When  thi^de^ 
mand  was  fi^nified  to  Charles,  "  Cod's  fiih  (i 
"  he)  does  my  brother  of  France  think  to  feAe 
*'  me  thus?  Are  all  his  ipromifes  to  make  me  abl 
"  folute  mailer  of  my  people  come  to  this?  Or 
**  does  he  think  it  a  thing  to  be  done  with  800® 
«  men?'*— This  exclamation  plainly  proves,  that 
Charles  had  entertained  fuch  a  defign,  tboiiigh 
the  preparations  in  which  he  was  now  ^nployed, 
feem  to  have  been  made  with  a  view  to  raife  the 
price  of  his  neutrality  with  the  French  monarch  t. 
,  Dalrymple  liimfelf  obferves,  "  It  is  probable    i 

"  that  Charles  meant  to  make  uTe  of  his  appa-    ) 
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^  rent  inclination  for  war«  only  to  keep  up  his 
"  forces,  to  get  money  fron\  parliament,  amj  to 
"  fqueeze  more  money  from  France*/*  In  hGt 
both  Charles  and  James  manifefted  by  their  con- 
dud,  that  they  thought  they  had  a  right  to  make 
the  laws  depend  on  their  will,  and  to  make  their 
will  eiFe£lual  by  an  army ;  this  led  the  patriots  to 
oppofe  ftrongly  any  defigns  to  keep  up  a  ftanding 
army ;  and  hence,  the  purity  of  Lord  Rufieirs  in- 
tention, and  his  prudence,  in  his  whole  proceed- 
ings, are  demonftrable  even  from  Barillon*s  tcfti- 
mony.  His  great  circumfpefUon  and  anxiom 
care  for  preferving  the  government,  and  Protcf- 
tant  religion,  are  alfo  very  confpicuous — ^hc  him- 
felf  could  not  bear  the  gaining  by  money ;  though 
others,  real  patriots,  might  tkiiik  thtm/clves  jufii- 
jici  in  accepting  prefcnts,  to  make  ufe  of  them 
for  good  purpofes,  and  employ  the  money  with^ 
out  fcruple  to  fecure  men,  whofe  virtue  alone 
was  infufiBcient  to  keep  them  fteady  to  the  public 
intercft. 

Let  it  be  obferved,  that  si  Dec.  1678.  The 
Earl  of  Danby,  Lord  Treafurer,  was  impeached 
by  the  Commons  for  endeavouring  to  fubv<:rt  the 
conftitution,  and  introduce  arbitrary  ^r^vernment, 
—The 

25  Jan.  1678-9.  A  proclamation  was  iflued 
for  diffolving  the  Parliament,  and  calling  another 
to  meet  the  6th  of  March. — And  the 

*  Dalr.  Vol.  IL  p.  17.  * 
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21  March,  1678-g.  His  Majefty  conftitutcd 
a  new  privy  council. 

Thus  we  fee  the  good  efFefts  refulting  from 
Lord  Ruffell's  French  connexions :  the  fears  for 
liberty  from  the  power  of  France  were  removed; 
a  minifter,  who  feconded  his  matter's  arbitrary  de- 
figns,  was  difgraced ;  the  Duke  of  York  fent  abroad ; 
a  Parliament  diflblved  which  had  in  general  fhewn 
more  ardour  to  enlarge  the  King's  prerogative, 
than  maintain  the  conftitutional  rights  of  the 
people;  the  army  difbanded,  which  feemed  in- 
tended rather  to  enflave  the  nation,  than  attack  a 
foreign  enemy ;  and  friends  to  their  country  were 
admitted  into  the  council:  furely  thefe  were  happy 
and  important  events. 

Having  done  juftice  to  Sir  John  Dalrymple,.ta 
French  politics,  and  to  the  intrigues  and  memory 
of  the  two  royal  and  gracious  brothers,  Charles 
and  James,  as  far  as  the  vindication  of  Lord  Ruf- 
fell  was  concerned ;  the  teftimonies  of  other  hijlo^ 
rians  of  all  parties^  concerning  the  integrity,  prin- 
ciples, and  public  conduft  of  that  truly  noble 
Lord,  and  ineftimable  patriot,  fhall  now  be  fub- 
mittedto  the  public.  Principles  and  conduct, 
which,  had  they  been  fully  crowned  with  fuccefs, 
would  have  prevented  many  fcenes  of  oppreffion, 
injuftice,  and  cruelty*? 

Two 

♦  Sir  John  Dalrymple  may  think  ho  hath  not  juflicc 
done  him,  in  the  pfoducing  Burnet  as  a  voucher,  after  what 

he 
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Two  letters  were  fent  from  Richard  Montague,  Biog.  Brit. 
the  Englifh  Ambaffador  at  Paris,  to  the  Lord 
Danby,  then  Lord  Treafurer,  and  read  in  the 
Houfc  of  Commons  during  the  debates  about  the 
impeachment  and  trial  of  that  nobleman.  The 
firft  is  dated  January  nth,  1677-8,  wherein  the 
AmBaflador  communicates  the  following  intelli* 

he  hath  faid  of  that  hiftorian  in  his  Memoirs :  "  I  have 
never  XikA  Burnetts  faSfs  by  the/£^x  of^ates^  znd  of  original 
papers,  without  finding  them  wrong.  For  which  reafon  I 
have  niade  little  ufe  of  them  in  thefe  Memoirs,  unlefs 
when  I  found  them  fupported  by  other  authorities.'*  Sir 
John  will  pleafe  to  obferve,  that  Burnet's  evidence  in  the 
following  pages,  refpefting  Lord  Ruffell,  is  fupported  by 
authorities  of  each  party.  But  is  it  not  ungenerous  for  the 
living  to  throw  lefie&ions  on  the  dead  ? — ^refleflions  which 
may  be  alfo  too  jiiftly  retorted  on  the  accufer  himfelf. 
Some  of  Sir  Johns  fa^s,  in  his  Memoirs,  tried  by  the  teft 
oj  oripnaJ  papers  in  the  Appendix,  have  been  foun4  to  be 
wrong:  he  knew  them  to  be  fo ;  and  yet  he  hath  not  cor« 
itded,  nor  pointed  them  out  to  his  readers :  and  as  for  the 
ieft  ofdates^  his  own  teftimony  is,  "  From  comparing  the 
notes  which  I  took  in  France  with  the  copies  of  the  papers 
fent  me  from  thence,  I  find,  in  fome  inftances,  a  difference 
in  the  dates  between  us,  owing  probably  to  my  overfight." 
So  that  it  is  a  piece  of  juftice  due  to  characters,  and  to  hif- 
forical  truth,  to  fay,  that  Burnet's  Memoirs,  or  hiftory,  may 
be  quoted  and  relied  upon,  equally  with,  yea  far  fuperior 
to.  Sir  John  Dulrymple's  Memoirs  ;  efpecially  as  feveral  of 
the  letters  now  publifhed  by  Sir  John,  corroborate  fome 
bf  Bifhop  Burnetts  fa£ts,  which  by  party  weaknefies  and 
l^aflions  have  been  hitherto  difputed. 

gencc 
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gence  to  his  Lord(hip : — The  realbn  of  Rouvig- 
'^  ny's  fon  (afterwards  Earl  of  Galway)  going  to 
^'  England,  is  to  make  ufe  of  all  the  lights  his 
^  father  will  give  him,  and  by  the  near  relation 
^'  be  hath  to  my  Lady  Vaughan  (then  Lady  Ruf- 
•*  fell)  who  is  his  coufin,  and  the  particular  friend- 
•*  (hip  which  father  and  fon  have  with  Mn  Wil- 
^  Ham  Ruffell;  he  is  to  be  introduced  into  a 
•*  great  commerce  with  the  malecontent  members 
^^  of  parliament,  and  to  crofs  your  meafures  at 
*  court,  if  they  fhall  prove  difagreeable  here ; 
'*  while  Barillon  goes  on  his  fmooth  fubtleway." 
in  the  fecond  letter,  difpatched  the  enfuing  week, 
and  dated  January  18,  1677-8,  the  Ambaflador 
•  writes  further;  "  The  reafon  of  Rouvigny's  jour- 
*'  ney,  is  to  let  the  King  know  that  the  King 
**  of  France  did  hope  he  was  fo  firm  to  him,  as 
•*  not  to  be  led  away  by  the  Lord  Treafurer; 
••  and  as  for  money,  if  he  wanted  it,  he  fhould 
**  have  what  he  would  from  hence.  His  inftruc- 
**  tions  are,  if  this  defign  takes,  by  the  means 
•'  of  William  Ruffell  and  other  difcontented 
"  people,  to  give  a  great  deal  of  money,  and 
«  crofs  all  your  meafures  at  court." 

Here  we  fee  Lord  Ruffell  remarkably  pointed 
at  by  the  court  of  France,  as  a  principal  leading 
man  among  thofe  that  oppofed  the  court  in  par- 
liament. But  the  projeft  here  intimated  of  gain- 
ing him  over  to  the  French  intereft  by  bribery, 
fliews  their  ignorance  of  the  man,  and  of  his  in- 
flexible 
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flexible  probity ;' and  could  only  be  formed  upon 
the  general  prefumption  of  the  never-failing  force 
of  that  engine^  when  Ikilfully  applied;  againft 
which,  however^  Lord  Ruflell  was  impregnable. 

In  1678.  Lord  Ruflell  made  a  motion  for  an 
addrefs  to  his  Majefty^  That  His  Royal  Highneft 
the  Duke  of  York  might  be  removed  from  his 
prefence  and  councils. 

January  31,  1679-80.  The  Lords  Ruflell  and  oidmlxoa. 
Cavendiih,  Sir  Henry  Capel^  and  Mr.  Powle, 
finding  the  King's  head  and  heart  were  againft 
popular  councils^  and  that  their  prefence  in  coun« 
cil  could  no  longer  be  ufeful  to  prevent  per«- 
nicious  meafures^  and  not  being  willing  to  ferve 
him  againft  the  intereft  of  their  country,  went  to 
him  together,  and  defired  him  to  excufe  their 
attendance  any  more  upon  him  at  council.  The 
King,  who  was  weary  of  fuch  faithful  counfellors, 
ftnd  wanted  fuch  as  would  promote  his  arbitrary 
meafures,  replied,  ''with  all  my  heart.'*  Smollet 
fays,  ^'Lord  Ruflell,  one  of  the  moft  popular 
<^  and  virtuous  men  in  the  nation^  now  quitted  the 
^  council-board.'' 

Oaober  26,  i68o.  Lord  Ruflell  moved,  That 
tke  Commons  might  in  the  firft  place  take  into 
confideration  how  to  fupprefs  Popery^  a»d  pre«- 
vesit  a  popifli  fuccefibr.  The  bill  was  brought  in 
for  excluding  the  Duke  of  York  from  the  crown  j 
which  pafied  the  Commons,  bui  was  thrown  out  hy 
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Echard.  the  Lords,  to  whom  it  was  carried  by  Lord  Ruf* 
fell,  and  ahuoft  the  whole  Houfe  of  Commons. 

X)air.  Lord  Ruffell  faid,  on  the  excluGon  bill  being 

rejefted,  **  If  my  father  had  advifed  the  meafure, 
'*  I  would  have  been  the  firft  to  impeach  him ;" 

i^pJ>-  and  *f  that  if  ever  there  Ihould  happen  in  this  na^ 
**  tion  any  fuch  change,  as  that  he  fliould  not 
**  have  liberty  to  live  a  Proteftant,  he  was  refolved 
"  to  die  one/? 

The  Lords  Shaftfbury,  Ruffell,  and  Cavendifli, 
&c.  prefented  the  Duke  of  York  to  the  Grand 
•Jury  for  Middlefex,  at  Weftminfter  Hall,  as  in- 
diftable,  being  a  popifti  recufant. — And 

Salmon.  January  7, 1680-81.  The  Commons  refolved. 
That  until  a  bill  be  pafled  for  excluding  the  Duke 
of  York,  they  could  not  give  any  fupply  with- 
out danger  to  his  Majefty,  and  extreme  hazard 
of  the  Proteftant  religion. 

Smoiict.  The  Earl  of  Shaftfbury  had  engaged  the  Duke 
of  Monmouth,  the  Lords  Ruffell  and  Grey,  to 
rife  in  arms  and  oppofe  the  Duke  of  York's  fuc 
ceffion  at  the  death  of  Charles ;  they  afterwards 
affociated  the  Earls  of  Effex  and  Salifbury  with 
them  in  the  above  defign.— Ruffell  and  Hampden 
propofed  to  exclude  the  Duke  of  York  from  the 
fucceffion,  and  redrefs  the  grievances  of  the  na- 
tion. Howard  was  bafe  enough  to  purchafe  par* 
don  by  betraying  his  friends. — Ruffell  was  the 
beft  beloved  nobleman  in  the  kingdom,  and  even 
his  enemies  could  not  help  revering  his  virtues. 

AU 
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All  acquitted  him  of  any  (hare  in  the  fcheme  of 
aflaflination. 

The  Duke  of  Monmouth,  Earl  of  Effex,  Lord  Difpiay  of 
Ruflell,  and  Colonel  Sidney,  with  fome  other  ^"°"^* 
great  and  valuable  perfons,  who  yftre  of  that 
well  grounded  opinion,  that  a  free  nation,  like 
this  of  England,  might  defend  their  religion  and 
liberties,  when  invaded  and  taken  from  them  un« 
der  pretence  and  colour  of  law,  began  to  be- 
think theniifelves  how  to  reftore  Parliaments  to 
their  ancient  freedom,  and  to  deliver  the  nation 
from  the  fury  of  that  torrent  of  Popery,  which 
they  wifely  forefaw  ready  to  break  in  and  carry 
all  before  it.  At  this  junfture,  the  (popifli)  con- 
fpirators  laid  hold  of  the  information  given  by 
Keeling,  of  unadvifed  and  rafh  difcourfes  of  a 
very  fmall  number  of  m^n,  (nine  or  ten  at  the 
mod,  all  ftrangers  to  the  perfons  and  honed  con- 
fultatidns  of  thofe  great  men  before  named)  and 
they  cunningly  and  malicioufly  patched  and 
worked  them  into  one  piece,  and  emitted  it  to 
the  world  by  their  declaration  read  in  all  churches^ 
under  the  name  of  a  prelbyterian  or  fanatic  plot 
(Rye-Houfe  confpiracy)  which  they  had  long 
wanted.  Hereupon  a  proclamation  purfucs  the 
Duke  of  Monmouth  and  fome  others  (defigned 
for  deftruftion);  who  chofe  to  ftand  afide  out  of 
the  reach  of  the  blood-thirfty  confpirators ;  but 
the  Earl  of  Effex,  Lord  Ruffell,  and  Colonel 
Sidney,  would  not  be  overcome  by  the  perfua- 

fions 
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fions  of  thofe  who  invited  them  to  fafe  retire* 
ments,  and  fo  were  clapped  into  the  Tower,  and 
afterwards^  in  di£Ferent  ways,  butcher'd.  It  was 
fcfolved  that  my  Lord  Ruffell,  the  honour  of  his 
age,  fhould  be  cat  off  in  a  feeming  way  of  juC* 
tice ;  and  as  he  was  a  perfon  of  ineftimable  va- 
lue, fo  the  art  ufed  to  deftroy  him  was  extraordi-* 
nary. 
Bamet.  The  hardfliips  on  private  perfons,  and  in- 
fringement on  public  liberties,  made  fome  begin 
to  think  of  an  alteration  of  government  in  earned. 
When  the  Earl  of  Shaftfbury  was  gone  to  Hol- 
land, being  confcious  of  his  own  obnoxioufnefs^ 
and  apprehenfive  what  forward  Sheriffs,  willing 
Juries,  mercenary  Judges,  and  bold  Witneffes, 
Blight  do  againft  him ;  the  Duke  of  Monmouth 
refolved  to  be  advifed  chiefly  by  Lord  Effex; 
but  he  was  unwilling  to  be  alone  in  a  matter  of 
fuch  confequence,  and  named,  firft.  Lord  Rullell, 
againft  whom  there  was  no  exception ;  next,  AU 
gernoon  Sidney,  who  was  brother  to  the  Earl  of 
Leiccfter,  who  having  a  great  kindnefs  to  Lord 
Howard*,  as  an  avowed  hater  of  the  King  and 

monarchy^ 

*  William  Lord  Howard,  of  Efcrick  ;  a  man  of  wit  and 
learning,  but  always  poor,  and  ready  to  undertake  any  thing 
that  was  bold :  he  had  run  through  many  parties  in  religion 
in  Cromwell's  time ;  had  been  re-baptized,  and  preached 
in  London  ;  and,  upon  his  ufurpation  of  the  government, 
fet  up  againft  him  as  a  ftrong  commonwealth's  msqi.     In 

the 
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monarchy,  he  prevailed  on  them,  contrary  to  the 
ill  opinion  they  had  of  the  man,  to  receive  him 
into  their  fecrets,  to  which  Hampden^  grandfon 
of  the  patriot,  was  alfo  admitted. 

There  was  alfo  a  lower  company  of .  Lord 
Shaftibury*s  creatures,  who  met  continually  in 
the  Temple,  Rumfey  and  Fergufon  came  con- 
fiantly  thither;  the  former,  a  bold  talking  mai^ 
and  by  many  fufpe^ed  to  be  all  along  a  court 
fpy;  Fergufon,  an  hot  confident  man,  having 
a  fpirit  naturally  turned  to  {dotting,  and  a  temper 
thai  delighted  in  mifchief. 

the  b^inning  of  the  war  (with  the  Dutch),  he  offered  to 
fcrve  De  Wit ;  and  when  the  Prince  of  Orange  was  ad- 
vanced, he  undertook  both  to  fend  him  good  intelligence, 
and  to  make  him  a  party  in  England.  He  was  put  in  the 
Tower  (1674),  but  by  the  threats  of  the  Dutch  (Howaid) 
was  faved.  Ralph*,  on  Lord  RuifeU's  trial  defcribes  Lord 
Howard  thus:—"  The  perfoD  who  in  all,  but  the  nobility 
of  his  birth,  was  the  reverfe  of  the  unhappy  prifoner ;  a 
man  of  outflde  only ;  who  made  the  bed  pretences  fubfer* 
vient  to  the  word  purpofes ;  who  was  dlftinguiftied  by  high 
rank,  quick  parts,  and  happy  addrefs,  only  to  be  the  more 
emphatically  defpifed;  and  whofe  whole  life  was  fo 
thoroughly  profligate,  that  his  turning  evidence  againft  his 
beft  friends,  has  been  reprefented  by  fome  as  the  leaft  ex- 
ceptionable part  of  it."  After  laying  thus  much,  every 
man  converfant  in  the  hidory  of  this  reign  (Charles  IL) 
will  think  of  Lord  Howard,  who  now  appeared  as  a  wit- 
ncfe  in  that  court,  where  he,  of  all  others,  mod  deferved  to 
have  been  profecuted  as  a  criminal. 

*  ndt  Lord  Runeirs*TnaI,  added  to  this  Edition. 

The 
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The  Duke  of  Monmouth  had  forae  time  before 
carried  Lord  Ruflell,  Lord  Grey,  and  Sir  Thomas 
Armftrong,  to  one  Shephard*s  (now  Pontac*s,  Ab- 
church'lane),  a  wine  merchant,  upon  appoi^itment 
to  meet  Lord  Shaftfbury,  or  fome  of  his*  friends ; 
but  when  they  came  thither,  and  found  none  met, 
but  this  Fergufon  and  Rumfey,  they  liked  not 
their  company,  and  were  going ;  only  Lord  RuC 
fell  calling  for  a  tafte  of  fome  wines,  which  occa~ 
fioned  a  fmall  flay,  Rumfey  began  a  difcourfc 
of  furpriling  the  guards,  and  infilling  much  on 
the  eafinefs  of  doing  it,  Armflrong,  who  had 
once  commanded  them,  fhewed  him  his  miflake 
therein ;  and  as  foon  as  Lord  RufFell  (who  had 
not  fpoke  a  word  upon  the  fubjeft)  had  tailed 
what  wines  he  pleafed,  they  all  went  away.  This 
is  the  only  time  Lord  RufTell  wa^  evei^  in  theif 
company  ;  but  it  proved  of  .fatal  confequence  to 
him.     keeling  (employed  by  the  Temple  con- 

*  fpirators)  made  a  difcovery ;  Rumfey  charged 
Lord  Ruffell  with  the  defign  of  feizing  the  guards ; 
Lord  RufTell,  though  he  might  have  made  his 
efcapc,  yet,  in  confidence  of  his  innocence,  flaid 
at  home  till  a  meffenger  was  fent  to  carry  him 
to  the  council ;  after  his  examination  he  was  com- 

•  mitted  (June  26,  1683)  clofe  prifoner  to  the 
Tower,  and  afterwards  to  Newgate. 

Dairyinpif.  Lord  RuffcU  was  the  firfl  of  the  great  who  was 
ordered  to  be  fearched  for — he  was  found,  neither 
preparing  for  flight,  nor  hiding  himfclf,  but  fitting 

iri 
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in  his  ftudy.  So  foon  as  he  was  in  cuftody,  he 
gave  up  all  hopes  of  life»  knowing  how  obnoxious 
he  was  to  the  Duke  of  York^  and  only  ftudied 
to  die  with  decency  and  dignity.  Effex  was  at 
his  coumry-houfe  when  he  heard  the  fate  of  his 
friend^  and  could  have  made  his  efcape ;  but 
when  preffed  to  make  it  by  thofe  around  him^  he 
**  anfwered^  "  His  own  life  was  not  worth  faving. 
*'  if,  by  drawing  fufpicion  upon  Lord  RufTell,  it 
•*  would  bring  his  life  into  danger.'*  [This  fen-, 
timent  makes  the  Lord  Eflex's  cutting  his  own 
throat  in  the  Tower,  the  morning  of  RuflelPs 
trial,  the  more  improbable.]  Monmouth  had  ab- 
Iconded,  but,  aSuated  by  the  fame  generous  mo« 
tive  with  Eflex,  he  fent  a  meffage  to  Ruflell 
when  he  heard  he  was  feized,  **  That  he  would 
•*  furrender  himfelf,  and  fliare  his  fate,  if  his  do- 
•'  ing  fo  could  be  of  ufe  to  him.*'^  Ruffell  an- 
fwered  in  thefe  words,  "  It  will  be  of  no  advan- 
•*  tage  to  me  to  have  my  friends  die  with  me." 

He  was  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey,  Friday  13th 
July:  prefent.  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Pemberton, 
Lord  Chief  Baron  Montagu ;  Judges  Windham, 
Charlton,  Levins,  Withens,  Street ;  Treby,  Re-i 
corder;  Sir  Robert  .Sawyer,  Attorney  General  5 
Finch,  Solicitor  General :  Sir  George  Jefferie^ 
King's  Serjeant;  North,  King's  Counfel;  Sir 
Dudley  North,  Sir  Peter  Rich,  Sheriffs;  John 
Martin,  Foreman  of  the  Jury,  no  freeholder* 
Evidences,  Shephard,  Rumfey,  Lord  Howard. 
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JL  H  E  Lord  Ruflell  was  fet  to  the  bar,  ancl 
placed  within  the  bar. 

CL  of  Cr.  ,  William  Ruffell*  hold  up  thy  hand 
(which  he  did).  Then  the  indiftment  was  read 
as  foUoweth : — 

**  London. — The  jurors  of  our  Sovereign  Lord 
"  the  king,  lipon  their  oaths,  prefent  That  Wil- 
"  liam  Ruffell,  late  of  London,  Efq.  together 
**  with  other  falfe  traitors,  as  a  falfe  traitor  againft 
V  the  mod  illuftrious  and  excellent  Prince,  our 
**  Sovereign  Lord  Charles  IL  by  the  grace  of 
^*  God,  of  England,  Scotland,  France,  ind  Ire- 
**  land.  King,  his  natural  Lord,  not  having  the 
•*  fear  of  God  in  his  heart,  nor  weighing  the  duty 

•  He  was  Lord  only  by  courtefy,  being  cldcft  fon  to  thJe 
Earl  of  Bedford. 
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"  of  his  allegiance^  but  being  moved  and  feduced 
^*  by  the  inftigation  of  the  Devil,  and  the  true 
**  duty  and  natural  obedience  which  true  and 
••  faithful  fubje£ls  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  the 
•*  King,  towards  him  our  faid  Lord  the  King  do 
•*  bear,  and  of  right  ought  to  bear,  wholly  with- 
•'  drawing ;  and  with  his  whole  ftrength  intending 
"  the  peace  and  common  tranquillity  of  the  king- 
"  dom  of  England  to  difturb^  and  war  and  re- 
*'  hellion  againft  our  faid  Lord  the  King  to  move 
*•  and  ftir  up ;  and  the  government  of  our  faid 
•*  Lord  the  King,  within  this  kingdom  of  England, 
"  to  fubvert,  and  our  faid  Lord  the  King  from 
**  his  title,  honour,  and  kingly  name  of  the  im- 
**  penal  crown  of  this  his  kingdom  of  England 
**  to  put  down  and  deprive ;  and  our  faid  Lord 
**  the  King  to  death  and  final  deftruftion  to  bring 
'*  and  put,  the  fecond  day  of  November,  in  the  year 
"  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  Charles 
*•  IL  King  of  England,  &c.  the  four  and  thirtieth, 
«'  and  divers  other  days  and  times,  as  well  before 
*'  as  after,  at  the  parifli  of  St.  Michael  Baflifhaw, 
*^  in  the  ward  of  Baffifhaw,  London,  aforefaid,  ' 
•*  malicioufly  and  traiteroufly,  with  divers  other 
•*  traitors,  to  the  jurors  aforefaid  unknowrt,  he 
«*  did  confpire,  compafs,  imagine,  and  intend  our 
"  faid  Lord  the  King,  his  fupreme  Lord,  not 
"  only  of  his  kingly  ftate,  titlfi,  power,  and  go- 
*•  vemment  of  this  his  kingdom  of  England,  to 
*^  deprive  and  throw  down ;  but  alfo  our  faid 
.    E  a  "  Lord 
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'*  Lord  the  King  to  kill,  and  to  death  to  bring 
«*  and  put ;  and  the  ancient  government  of  this 
♦*  his  kingdom  of  England  to  change,  alter,  and 
•*  wholly  to  fubvert,  and  a  miferable  flaughter 
^*  amongft  the  fubjefts  of  our  faid  Lord  the  King, 
**  through  hi^  whole  kingdom  of  England  to 
«•  caufe  and  procure,  and  infurreftion  and  rebel- 
•«  lion  againft  our  faid  Lord  the  King  to  move, 
•*  procure,  and  ftir  up  within  this  kingdom  of 
"  England ;  and  to  fulfil  and  perfeft  the  faid 
"  moft  horrible  trcafons,  and  traiterous  com- 
**  paffings,  imaginations,  and  purpofes  aforefaid, 
»»  he  the  faid  William  Ruffell,  together  with  other 
**  falfe  traitors,  as  a  falfe  traitor  then  and  there, 
•*  and  divers  other  days  and  times,  as  well  before 
**  as  after,  malicioufly,  traiteroufly,  and  advifedly, 
■*  between  themfelves,  and  with  divers  other  trai- 
**  tors,  to  the  jurors  aforefaid  unknown,  they  did 
*•  meet  together,  confult,  agree,  and  conclude,  and 
**  every  of  them  then  and  there  did  confult,  agree, 
•*  and  conclude,  infurreftion  and  rebellion  againft 
•*  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  within  this  king- 
*•  dom  of  England,  to  move  and  ftir  up ;  and  the 
^  guards  for  the  prefervation  of  the  perfon  of  our 
••  faid  Lord  the  King,  to  feize  and  deftroy,  againft 
**  the  duty  of  his  allegiance,  againft  the  peace, 
**  &c.  and  alfo  againft  the  form  of  the  ftatutes, 
^*  &c/* 

CL  of  Cr.  How  fayeft  thou,  art  thou  guilty^ 
or  not  guilty? 

Lord  Rujfcll.     My  Lord,  may  I  not  have  a 

copy 
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copy  of  die  matter  of  faQ  laid  againft  mCj  that  I 
may  know  what  to  anfwer  to  it? 

L.  C.  J.*  My  Lord,  we  can  grant  you  no* 
thing  till  you  have  pleaded.  Therefore,  that 
which  is  put  to  you  now  is,  whether  you  fay  you 
are  guilty,  or  not  guilty? 

L.  Ruffill.     My  Lord,  I  am  not  guilty. 

C/.  of  Cr.     Culprit,  How  wilt  thou  be  tried? 

X.  Rujfcll.     By  God  and  my  country. 

CI.  of  Cr.     God  fend  thee  a  good  deliverance. 

£.  RuffelL  My  Lord,  I  thought  a  prifoner 
had  never  been  arraigned  and  tried  at  the  fame 
time :  I  have  been  a  clofe  prifoner. 

L.  C.  J.  For  crimes  of  this  nature,  my  Lord, 
we  do  it  continually. 

X.  RvJfdL     It  is  hard,  my  Lord. 

Mr.  At.  GenA  My  Lord  hatji  no  reafon  to 
complain  for  want  of  notice,  for  fince  Monday 
fe'en^night  he  had  notice  of  his  trial,  and  the 
matter  alledged  againft  him  he  had  notice  of,  for 
queftions  were  put  to  him  about  this  matter ;  he 
hath  been  very  fairly  dealt  with,  he  hath  had  the 
liberty  of  counfel  to  advife  him ;  there  hath  been 
no  fort  of  liberty  denied  him,  which  becomes  any 
iahjeSt  to  have  in  this  condition. 

Z.  C.  J.  My  Lord,  I  do  not  know  whether 
you  hear  Mr.  Attorney.  He  fays,  your  Lord- 
fhip  hath  had  a  great  deal  of  favour  ihewn  you 
already,  in  that  you  have  been  acquainted  with 

*  Sir  Francis  Pemberton.         f  Sir  Robert  Sawyer* 
£  3  the 
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the  crimes  for  which  you  are  now  indifted^  that 
you  have  had  a  great  deal  of  warning  given  you, 
that  you  have  had  the  liberty  of  counfel,  which 
hath  not  been  known  granted  to  any  under  your 
Lordfhip's  circumftances.  He  fays,  he  doubts 
not  but  your  Lordfhip  is  prepared  for  your  de- 
fence, becaufe  you  have  fiad  fo  much  knowledge 
and  warning  of  the  time  and  matter  for  which 
you  were  fo  called  in  queftton. 

L.  RuffelL  My  Lord,  I  am  much  to  feek ;  I 
only  heard  fome  general  queftions,  and  I  have 
witneffes  that,  I  believe,  are  not  yet  in  town,  nor 
will  be,  I  believe,  till  night ;  I  think  it  very  hard 
I  cannot  have  one  day  more. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.  Monday  fe'cn-night  your  Lord- 
fliip  had  notice. 

Z.  RuffclK  I  did  not  know  the  matter  I  was 
charged  with. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.  Yes,  certainly,  for  I  was  with 
you  myfelf,  my  Lord;  and  thofe  queftions  you 
were  examined  upon,  were  a  favour  to  you,  that 
you  might  know  what  the  matter  was  you  were 
accufed  of. 

L.  C.  J.  My  Lord,  without  the  King's  con*, 
fent  we  cannot  put  off  the  trial ;  if  the  King's 
counfel  think  not  fit  to  put  it  off,  we  cannot  grant 
your  Lordfhip's  requeft  in  this  cafe. 

X.  Rujfcll.  1  would  defire  a  copy  of  the  pan- 
nel  of  the  jury,  that  I  might  confider  of  it;  for 
bov  elfe  c^  I  make  any  juft  challenge?  X  thought 

the 
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the  law  had  been  very  favourably  to  men  upon 
their  lives ;  and  therefore  it  had  allowed  people 
to  have  fome  little  notice* 

L.  C.  J.  Hath  not  your  Lordfliip  had  a  copy 
of  the  pahnel  ?  I  think  your  Lordfliip  was  allowed 
one.  We  gave  order  your  Lordibip  dould  have 
a  copy  of  the  panneK 

Mr.  At.  Gen.  We  did  indulge  him  fo  far,  that 
he  might  have  a  note  of  all  the  n\en  returned. 

L.  RufclL    I  never  had  a  copy  of  the  pannel.. 

L.  C.  J.  It  was  the  fault  of  your  Lordfliip*s 
fervants  then;  for  I  gave  order  for  it  inyfelf. 
•Tis  fuch  a  favour,  that  in  regard  ^  man's  life  lies 
at  ftake,  we  never  did  deny  it*,  to  my  knowledge* 
And  therefore  in  this  cafe  I  gave  order  to  the  fo- 
condary  to  deliver  a  copy.  I  know  the  King 
did  not  defign  to  be  hard  upon  my  Lord  in  his 
trial,  but  that  he  fliould  have  as  fair  a  trial,  as 
«ver  any  noble  perfon  had. 

£.  Rujftll.  I  pray  I  may  have  a  copy  of 
them, 

Mr.  jSerj.  Jcfftrics.  If  my  Lord  had  fent  his 
agents,  and  it  had  been  refufed,  there  had  beep 
fomething  in  it. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.  Secondary  Normanfel  was  with 
me,  and  I  gave  him  my  allowance,  tN»ugh  it  was 
BOt  his  right. 

•  But  it  had  been  dented  /n  CoUcdge's  cafe,  and  was  af- 
terwards denied  to  Mx.  Cornifh,  till  the  time  of  his  trial, 
libcn  it  could  be  of  no  fervice  to  him. 

E4  i;.c.yr,    • 
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X.  C.  J.  That  my  Lord  may  not  be  furprifed, 
vhat  think  you  of  giving  my  Lord  time  till  the 
afternoon,  and  try  fomc  of  the  reft  in  the  mean 
time? 

Mr.  At.  Gen.  Truly,  my  Lord,  if  I  could 
imagine  it  were  poflible  for  my  Lord  to  have  any 
witnefles,  I  fliould  not  be  againft  it« 

L.  Rujfell.     'Tis  very  hard. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.  Do  not  fay  fo,  the  King  does 
not  deal  hardly  with  you ;  but  I  am  afraid  it  will 
appear  you  would  have  dealt  more  hardly  with 
the  King :  you  would  not  have  given  the  King  an 
hour's  notice  for  faving  his  life. 

Secondary  Trotman.  I  gave  my  brother  Nor- 
nanfel  a  copy  of  the  pannel  on  my  fide,  and  hear 
that  my  brother  Normanfel  hath  faid  that  he  de^ 
livered  a  copy.  Then  Secondary  Normanfel  waa 
fent  for,  and  the  court  ftaid  for  him  for  fome 
time. 

Mr.  Ahoood.  My  Lord,  a  gentleman  told  me, 
he  did  not  know  whether  it  was  fit,  till  he  had 
confulted  the  Attorney  General ;  afterwards  I  had 
ft  copy  as  it  ftood  then,  not  as  it  is  now. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.  I  defire  my  Lord  may  be  a(ke4 
whole^tforit? 

L.  RuJeH  I  did  not  fend  for  it  j  I  enquired, 
and  they  faid  it  vould  be  refufed, 

Mr.  Atwood.  No,  the  gentleman  had  it  with 
the  fair  periwig. 
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Z,  C.  y.  It  was  delivered  to  your  fervant^  or 
agent.  •What  did  you  do  with  it? 

L.  RuffeWs  Gent.  Sir,  the  gentleman  gave  me 
out  of  a  book  fome  names., 

Mr.  Strj.  Jefftrits.  What  did  you  do  with 
them? 

Z.  RuJfeWi  GenL  I  writ  them  down;  they 
were  not  perfe£l ;  I  did  not  know  what  they  were. 

X.  C.  J.  Sir,  you  were  to  blame  not  to  de- 
liver it  to  my  Lord. 

X.  RuffkWs  Gent.  I  was  not  bound  to  deliver 
en  imperfe£i  thing  to  my  Lord. 

X.  C.  J.  Sir,  you  Ihould  have  confulted  your 
Lord's  advantage,  fo  as  to  have  delivered  any 
thing  for  his  good. 

X.  RuffeWs  Gent.  My  Lord  was  in  the  Tower, 
I  was  not  admitted  to  my  Lord. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.     Did  you  give  it  to  my  Lady? 

X.  RuffeWs  Gent,  Ycss  thofe  names  I  had^ 
fny  Lady  had. 

Mr.  Serj.  Jefferies.     How  long  ago  was  it? 

Mr.  Atwood.     Tuefday  or  Wednefday  laft. 

X.  C.  J.  (To  Lord  Ruffell's  fervant.)  Look 
you.  Sir,  when  had  you  this  ? 

X.  Ruffell.  I  had  no  pannel,  I  will  aflure  you^ 
delivered  me :  I  had  fome  names  of  people  that 
they  faid  were  ufually  on  juries, 

X.  C.  J,     They  were  the  names  of  the  jury, 

X«  Ruffell.    They  were  only  the  names  of  them 

that 
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that  were  like  to  be  of  the  jury,  no  other  pannel 
came  to  me.  • 

L.  C.  J.  My  Lord,  there  can  be  no  other 
copy  given,  but  the  fame  that  was  delivered ;  for 
your  Lordfhip  does  know  in  this  cafe,  any  perfon 
accufed,  as  your  Lordfhip  is,  may  challenge  thirty^ 
five ;  and  therefore  there  is  a  return  generally  of 
thr^e  or  four  fcore,  and  thefe  are  returned  in 
cafe  of  your  Lordfhip*s  challenge.  When  you 
have  challenged  fo  many  as  you  pleafe,  then  this 
twelve  men  that  ftand  after  your  challenge,  are 
to  be  of  the  jury*  And  therefore  this  is  not  likp 
a  pannel  made  up  by  the  Sheriff,  in  ordinary 
caufes,  between  man  and  man ;  there  they  make 
a  formal  pannel,  from  which  (hey  cannot  depaf  t» 
when. that  is  once  returned;  hut  here,  in  crimi- 
nal cafes,  becaufe  of  the  challenge,  they  returp 
cither  fixty  or  eighty.  And  I  prefume  your 
XiQrdfiiip  wa3  attended  with  the  names  delivered. 

Mr.  Serj,  Jeffeiies.  How  many  names  were 
delivered? 

Mr.  Atwood.     Above  one  hundred. 

L.  RnffelL  I  had  nothing  of  a  pannel  delivered 
to  me,  but  fome  names, 

L.  C.  J.  There  was  never  any  formal  pannel 
delivered  to  any  perfon  accufed:  the  copy  of  it 
is  in  paper  always. 

X,  Hjjffeii  How  can  I  know  who  to  chal«. 
Jenge? 

Xf  C.  J.    My  Lord,  the  copy  of  it  is  in  your 

hands i 
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hands ;  your  Lordfhip  hath  been  deceived  in  this^ 
by  not  underftanding  the  true  nature  of  thefe 
things.  If  we  were  to  give  you  a  new  one,  we 
could  give  you  but  fuch  an  one. 

Zr.  Raffell.  I  had  no  paper  from  the  true  oS« 
cer. 

X.  C.  J.     No,  but  from  your  fervant. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.  My  Lord,  you  will  have  caufe 
to  complain,  if  they  are  not  the  fame  men  we  now 
ihall  call. 

X.  C.  J.  My  Lord,  that  paper  will  guide  your 
Lordfhip  in  your  challenges. 
*  L.  Ruffell.  My  Lord,  I  did  not  mind  it,  I  put 
it  away.  My  Lord,  with  your  favour,  I  muft 
needs  infift  upon  having  a  pannel,  and  that  you  will 
put  it  off  till  the  afternoon ;  I  have  a  witnefs  that  . 
is  not  in  town.  My  Counfel  told  me  it  was  never 
done,  or  very  feldom,  arraigning  and  trying  at 
the  fame  time,  except  in  cafe  of  common  male- 
faQors. 

L.  C.  J.  Why  may  not  this  trial  be  refpited 
till  the  afternoon  ? 

Mr.  At.  Gen.     Pray  call  the  jury. 

L.  C.  J.  My  Lord,  the  King's  Counfel  think 
it  not  reafonable  to  put  off  the  trial  longer,  and 
we  cannot  put  it  off  without  their  confent  in  this 
cafe. 

X.  Rujfell.  My  Lord,  'tis  hard ;  I  thought  the 
law  had  allowed  a  pretty  deal  of  favour  to  a  man 
when  he  came  upon  his  life.    How  can  I  know 

to 
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to  except  againft  men^  that  I  never  heard  or  favr 
one  of  them  ? 

CI.  of  Cr,  You  the  prifoner  at  the  bar ;  thofe 
good  men  that  have  been  now  called,  and  here 
appear,  are  to  pafs  between  you  and  our  fovereign 
Lord  the  King,  upon  your  life  or  death ;  if  you 
challenge  any  of  them,  you  muft  fpeak  as  they 
come  to  the  book  to  be  fwom,  before  they  are 
fworn. 

L.  RuffclL  My  Lord,  may  not  I  have  the  ufe 
of  pen,  ink,  and  paper? 

C&urt.     Yes,  my  Lord. 

Z.,  RuffclL  My  Lord^  may  I  not  make  ufe  of 
any  papers  I  have. 

i.  C.  J*     Yes,  by  all  means. 

L.  RuffclU  May  I  have  fome  body  to  write 
to  help  my  memory? 

Jkfr.  At.  Gen.     Yes,  a  fervant. 

L*  C  J.  Any  of  your  fervants  fliall  affift  you 
in  writing  any  thing  you  pleafe  for  you. 

L.  Rujfcll.  My  wife  is  here,  my  Lord,  to  da 
it. 

Z.  C.  J.  If  my  Lady  pleafe  to  give  herfelf 
the  trouble. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.  My  Lord,  you  may  have  two 
pcrfons  to  write  for  you,  if  you  pleafe. 

L.  RuffclL  My  Lord,  here  hath  been  a  name 
read,  that  I  never  faw  in  the  lift  of  the  jury  I 
had :  I  heard  Sir  Andrew  Fofter  called- 

L.  C.  J.    He  is  not  called  to  be  of  the  jury. 

CL 
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CL  qfCr.    Call  John  Martin.         [He  appears 

£.  RuffilL  Are  you  a  freeholder  of  40s.  a 
year  ?  I  hope  none  are  allowed  in  the  pannel  but 
thofe  that  have  freeholds. 

L.  C.  J.  There  is  no  pannel  made  in  Lon^ 
don  by  freeholders ;  we  have  very  few  freehold*. 
crs  capable  of  being  impannelled,  becaufe  the 
eftates  of  the  city  belong  much  to  the  nobility 
and  gentlemen  that  live  abroad^  and  to  corpora*. 
tions :  therefore  in  the  city  of  London*  the  chaU 
lenge  of  freeholders  is  excepted. 

L.  RujfclL  My  Lord,  I  thought  it  had  beefi 
always  fo,  and  the  law  had  been  clear  in  that  cafe 
throughout  England,  that  no  man  ought  to  be 
tried  for  his  life,  but  by  thofe  that  have  freeholds. 
My  Lord,  1  remember  I  read  the  ftatute  of 
%  H.  V.  where  'tis  pofitive  that  no  perfons  fhall 
be  judged  in  cafe  of  life  and  death,  but  by  thofe 
that  have  40s.  a  year. 

L.  C.  J.  My  Lord,  that  ftatute  extends  not 
to  this  cafe.    Read  the  ftatute. 

€L  tfCr.  **  Whereas  perjury  is  much  ufed  in 
**  the  city  of  London  upon  perfons,  cSrc." 

£.  C.  J.  Is  this  the  ftatute  your  Lordftiip  has 
read? 

L.  Rujfdl.  This  is  not  the  cafe  of  life  and 
death. 

*  But  the  fefoUitlon  of  the  court  «xtend^  to  all  trials, 
even  in  a  county  at  large,  and  was  fo  cited  and  followed  in 
Colonel  Sidney's  cafe. 
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L.  C.  J.    It  is  not,  my  Lord; 

L.  Rujfell.  That  that  I  read,  is  pofitive.  And 
if  your  Lordlhip  will  not  allow  of  it,  I  defire  my 
Counfel  may  come  and  argue  it,  for  *tis  a  matter 
of  law,  and  I  cannot  argue  it,  whether  the  jury 
are  not  to  be  freeholders. 

Mr.  Serj\  J^fferies.  There  is  nothing  men- 
tioned in  that  ftatute  with  relation  to  the  city 
of  London,  indeed,  but  the  neceflity  of  the  thbg 
requires  it. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.  It  will  not  be  material,  'tis  a 
collateral  point,  for  moft  of  the  jury  feive  free- 
holds. 

L.  C.  J.    Do  you  allow  the  exception  ? 

Mr.  At.  Gen.    No,  my  Lord. 

L.  C.  J.  Therefore  we  muft,  if  my  Lord  Hand 
upon  it,  hear  his  Counfel.  My  Lord,  we  will  hear 
your  Counfel;  what  Counfel  do  you  defire  my 
Lord? 

L.R'^ffell.  The  Counfd  that  were  allotted  me. 

L.  C.  J.  No,  you  muft  have  Counfel  afligned 
by  us.  The  Counfel  that  was  affigned  clfewhere, 
fignifies  nothing. 

L.  Rujfcll.  Mr*  Poliexfen,  Mr.  Holt,  and  Mr- 
Ward. 

'     The  faid  perfons  were  called^  and  came  into 
court. 

L.  C.  J.  (to  the  Counfel.)  Gentlemen,  my 
•  Lord  here  defires  Counfel ;  you  ftre  here  afligned 
as  Counfel  for  my  Lord  Ruflell  that  is  at  the  bar ; 

'tis 
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^ds  concerning  a  thing  wherein  he  doubts  the  law ; 
he  would  except  to  the  jury  upon  this  account, 
to  the  poll,  becaufe  they  have  not  freehold  within 
the  city  of  London,  and  he  defires  you  may  be 
afligned  his  Counfel,  to  make  it  out  that  this  is  a 
caufe  of  challenge. 

Mr.  At.  Gtn.    'Tis  a  cafe  of  treafon,  Mr.  Pol- 
lexfen. 

Mr.  Ward.    We  take  it  fo. 

Mr.  Polltx.  My  Lord,  perhaps  if  we  had  mot^  * 
confideration  of  it,  we  fhould  fpeak  more,  but  if 
your  Lordfliip  pleafes  to  hear  us  what  we  can 
fay :  firft,  we  take  it,  with  fubmiffion,  at  common 
law,  a ,  freehold  was  necefiary  to  make  a  man  a 
juryman.  But  that  which  falls  out  in  this  cafe, 
is  \he  ftatute  of  2  H.  V.  c.  3.  which  ftatute  I 
iuppofe  is  here  in  court.  That  ftatute  fays  this 
(if  you  pleafe  I  will  quote  the  fubftance  of  it) 
That  none  ihall  be  admitted  to  pafs  upon  any  in« 
tqueft  upon  the  trial  of  the  death  of  a  man^  ex- 
cept he  have  lands  and  tenements  of  the  yearly 
value  of  40S.  Now  we  are  here,  I  think,  within 
the  words  of  the  ftatute,  and  I  take  it  to  be  no 
queftion  at  all,  were  we  not  in  a  city  and  county. 
I  think  this  would  be  no  queftion  upon  any  trial 
in  any  county  at  large.  The  ftatute  does  not 
make  any  exception  or  diftinguifliment  between 
cities  or  counties  at  large^  but  the  words  are  ge- 
neral, as  I  have  opened  them.  My  Lord,  the 
^atute  does  aifQ  provide  in  cafe$  of  freehold,  or 

40  marks. 
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40  marks*     Now^  my  Lord>  to  prove  this  fiatute 
extends  to  London,  though  a  city  and  county^ 
there  are  other  ftatutes  that  have  been  made  fub-« 
fequentj  make  it  plain  that  it  does  fo  extend.  But 
before  I  fpeak  to  them,  there  is  one  inftancej 
fol.  157,  that  takes  notice  of  this  ftatute^  and  fpeaks 
it  gei^erally,  that  the  freehold  ought  to  be  in  the 
fame  county ;  nor  do  I  remember  to  have  feeh 
any  book  that  diftinguiflies  between  counties  at 
large  and  cities  and  counties.     But  ftatutes  that 
have  been  made  concerning  cities  and  counties, 
are  a  plain  declaration  that  this  is  meant  of 
juries    both    in    cities   and    counties.      I   will 
mention  the  ftatute  7  H.  VI L  C.  5.     The  fub- 
ftance  of  the  ftatute  is  this:    It   takes  notice 
that  there  were  challenges  in  London,  for  that 
they  had  not  40s.  per  ann.  and  that  this  chaU 
Icnge  was  to  be  made  in  the  wards,  which  are 
the  fame  with  hundreds  in  the  coimties ;  fo  this 
ftatute  is  made  to  take  away  the  challenge  of  40s. 
freehold.  This  ftatute  of  7  H.  VII.  that  takes  away 
the  challenge  in  London  for  not  having  40s.  is, 
with  fubmiffion,  a  ftrong  evidence  and  authority 
that  it  was  before  that  time  a  good  challenge*  for 
Olherwife  to  what  end  Ihould  they  make  a  ftatute 
to  take  away  the  challenge,  unlefs  it  were  before 
ft  good  caufe  of  challenge?  In  the  next  place, 
4  H.  VIII.  c.  3.  that  extends  to  civil  caufcs  in 
London,  and  fays,  that  the  London  jurors  fliall 
(but  provides  vnly  for  London  in  uvil  caufcs)  he 

admitted 
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kdmitted  in  civil  cattfes,  that  have  goods  to  the 

Value  of  100  marks*     My  Lord,  if  that  firft  fta-. 

fute  of  the  common  law  had  not  extended  to  re- 

€iuire  freeholds  in  London,  then  there  would 

kave  beeii  no  need  of  this  ftatute  that  was  made 

to  enable  men  to  be  Jurors  that  had  goods  to  the 

value  of  lOO  marks.     So  that  we  take  it  to  be 

good  authority,  that  by  the  common  law  free« 

hold  was  required  in  alt  civil  caufes.  Then  there 

is  another  ftatute,  23  H.  VIII*  c.  13.  and  that 

trill  be  a  ftrong  evidence  to  Ihew  what  the  law  is: 

for  the  ftatute  fays,  in  cities  and  boroughs,  in 

trials  of  murder  and  felony,  if  a  freeman  of  the 

city  of  London  is  to  be  tried,  the  freemen  {hall 

he  upon  the  jury,  though  they  have  not  freehold  s 

and  then  there  is  a  provifo,  that  for  knights  and 

efquires  that  are  out  of  the  borough,  though  they 

Sffe  arraigned  in  the  borough,  that  extends  not  to 

them,  though  in  cafes  of  murder  and  felony.     As 

for  this  ftatute,  we  take  this  fenfe  of  it,  firft.  That 

it  does  not  extend  to  treafons ;  for  when  it  only 

names  murders  and  felonies,  that  makes  no  altera* 

tion  as  to  treafon;  thei;cfore  that  ftands  as  before: 

but  if  there  be  any  alteration  that  extends  only 

to  freemen  and  burgeiTes  that  are  to  be  tried,  but 

4iot  to  knights  and  efquires ;  fo  that  if  we  were  in 

«  cafe  of  felony  and  murder,  I  think  we  are  not 

concerned  in  this  ftatute,  for  we  are  no  freeman 

•nor  burgefs,  but  we  are  an  efquire,  and  therefore 

ought  to  be  tried  by  freeholders:  fo  that  for  the 

F  law 
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kw  we  rely  upon  thefe  ftatutes^  that  we  haVtf 
looked  upon  as  ftrong  evidence^  that  there  ought 
to  be  in  the  trial  of  the  life  of  man»  efpecially  for 
ireafon^  freeholders.     Firft^  if  it  were  in  civil 
caufes,  if  this  qualification  be  not  in  jury-men^ 
then  an  attaint  would  lie ;  the  penalty  in  an  at- 
taint isj  that  their  houfes  fliould  be  pulled  down^ 
&c.    This  is  provided  by  the  law,  to  the  intent 
the  jury  may  be  careful  to  go  according  to  their 
evidence,     'lis  true^  no  attaint  dues  lie  in  cri-^ 
minal  caufes ;  but  if  to  be  in  civil  caufes  there  be 
required  freeholders,  and  an  attaint  lies  if  there 
be  not|  'tis  not  reafonable  to  think  but  there 
fiiould  be  as  great  regard  to  the  life  of  a  man  as 
to  his  eftate*     Next,  my  Lord,  I  do  not  know 
any  law  that  fets  any  kind  of  qualification  but 
this  of  freehold ;  fo  that  be  the  perfons  of  what 
condition  or  nature  foever  (fuppofing  they  be  not 
outlawed),  yet  thefe  perfons,  if  this  law  be  not  in 
eflFe6,  may  then  ferve  and  be  put  upon  the  life  of 
a  man.     Thefe  are  the  reafons^  my  Lord,  for 
which  we  apprehend  they  ought  to  be  freeholders* 
Mr,  Holt.     My  Lord,  I  would  defire  one 
word  of  the  fame  fide :  We  infift  in  this  cafe  upon 
thefe  two  things:  firft,  we  conceive  by  the  com- 
mon law,  every  jury-man  ought  to  have  a  free- 
hold ;  we  have  good  authority  for  it.  Coke's  firft 
inftitutes ;  but  if  that  were  not  fo,  I  think  the 
ftatute  Mr.  Pollexfen  hath  firft  mentioned,  2  H. 
V.  c.  3.  to  be  exprefs  in  this  point.     My  Lord» 

the 
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Ihe  fti^tute  in  the  preamble  does  recite  all  the 

nifchiefs;  it  fays  great  mifchiefs  enfued  by  juries 

that  were  made  up  of  perfons  that  had  not  eftates 

iufficient.     In  what  ?  As  well  in  the  cafe  of  the 

death  of  a  man,  a^  in  the  cafe  of  freehold  between 

{Nurty  and  party :  the  fiatute  reciting  this  mifchief^ 

does  in  exprefs  words  provide  two  remedies  for 

the  fame  in  thefe  cafes:  firft^  on  the  life  and 

death  of  a  man^  the  jury  or  inqueft  to  be  taken^ 

ftall  have  40s.  per  annum,  and  fo  between  party 

and  party  40  marks ;  fo  that  this  being  the  trial  of 

die  death  of  a  man,  it  is  interpreted  by  Stam« 

fordj  162  a.  that  is,  in  all  cafes  where  a  man  is 

arraigned  for  his  life,  that  is  within  the  exprefs 

words  of  the  ftatute.     Befides  this  expofition  that 

hath  been  put  upon  the  ftatute,  my  Lord,  it  does 

feem  that  the  judgment  of  feveral  parliaments 

hath  been  accordingly  in  feveral  times  and  ages. 

ACy  Lord,  to  inftance  in  one  ftatute  that  hath 

not  been  mentioned,  and  that  is  the  33  of  H. 

VIII.  c.  23.    That  does  give  the  King  power  to 

award  commiffions  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  for 

trials  in  any  county  of  England :  and  that  (fays 

die  ftatute)  in  fuch  cafes  no  challenge  to  the  (hire 

or  hundred  fhall  be  allowed ;  that  is,  you  fhall 

not  challenge  the  jury  in  fuch  a  cafe,  bccaufe 

they  have  not  freehold,  are  not  of  the  county 

where  the  treafon  was  committed ;  but  that  upon 

the  trial  challenge,  for  lack  of  freehold  of  40s» 

a  year»  fliall  be  allowed,  though  it  alters  the  man-r 
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tier  of  trying  tf^afon  by  the  common  lawj  lb  thsrt^ 
my  Lord^  here  is  the  opinion  of  that  very  par- 
liament ;  that  though  it  took  away  the  ufual  tne^ 
thods  of  trials ;  yet  it  faves  the  prifoner's  chal« 
lenge  for  want  of  freehold*  Now  indeed  that 
ftatute  is  repealed ;  but  I  mention  it  as  to  the 
provifo,  that  it  (hews  the  judgment  of  that  par« 
liament  at  that  time :  my  Lord,  thofe  other  fta^ 
tutes  that  have  been  made  to  regulate  cities  and 
towns  corporate,  why  were  they  made?  33  H# 
VI 1 1.  That  no  freehold  Ihould  be  allowed,  that 
Ihews  that  2  H.  V,  did  extend  to  thefe  cafes* 
But,  my  Lord,  thefe  ftatutes  that  ftiew  the  judg« 
Inent  of  the  parliament  fufficient  to  our  purpofe, 
do  not  extend  to  this  cafe ;  the.  ftatute  goes  only  to 
hiurders  and  felonies;  but  not  to  treafons :  and 
We  are  in  the  cafe  of  a  penal  ftatute,  and  con«. 
ceming  the  life  and  death  of  a  man,  which  ought 
to  be  taken  ftriftly,  it  oufts  the  prifoner  of  a  be- 
nefit ;  and  by  parity  of  reafon,  if  treafon  be  not 
mentioned^  your  Lordfiiip  cannot  by  equity  ex- 
tend it  to  it,  when  it  only  mentions  inferior  offen- 
ces, and  takes  away  the  benefit  in  lower  cafes  1 
like  the  cafe  of  the  Biftiop  of  Win^hefter,  where 
the  ftatute  fet  down  dean  and  chapters,  and  other 
ccclefiaftical  perfons,  it  fhall  not  extend  to  bi- 
{hops,  becaufe  it  begins  with  perfons  of  an  in- 
ferior nature :  no  more  fliall  murder  and  felonjr 
extend  to  treafon.  But  further,  the  ftatuti  only 
concerns  freemen^  for  there  is  an  exprefs  provifo 
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iJX  the  cafe:  for  in  cafe  any  knight  or  efquire 
come  to  be  tried  in  the  place^  he  has  his  benefit 
9s  before.  My  Lord»  we  are  in  this  cafe,  as  in 
the  cafe  not  mentioned  in  the  ftatute,  we  are  not 
a  freeman  of  London.  My  Lord,  there  is  ano« 
ther  thing,  7  H.  VIL  c.  5.  why  there  was  not 
only  requifite  at  the  common  law,  that  the  jurors 
had  fufficient  freehold,  but  it  was  required  it 
ifaould  be  in  the  hundred ;  and  freehold  in  the 
wards  in  the  city,  is  the  fame  with  freehold  in  the 
hundreds  in  the  country:  fo  that  the  want  of 
freehold  in  the  hundred,  was  a  good  caufe  of 
challenge.  So  that  I  think  it  will  hardly  be  de-* 
sued,  but  that  a  jury  that  pafles  upon  the  life  of  a 
man,  ought  by  the  law,  by  the  ftatute,  and  by  the 
judgment  of  the  parliament,  to  have  freehold.—^ 
Where  is  there  any  ftatute  whatfoever  that  makes 
a  difference  in  this  cafe^  between  London  and 
other  counties  P  We  are  in  the  cafe  of  treafon ; 
we  have  taken  our  exceptions,  and  on  behalf  of 
the  prifoner  at  the  bar,  we  pray  the  challenge  may 
be  allowed. 

Mr.  Ward.  My  Lord,  I  ftall  be  (hort,  be- 
caufe  Mr.  Pollexfen  has  obferved  thefe  things  fo 
particularly  already.  I  obferve  the  ftatute  of 
H.  V.  \s  a  general  ftatute,  and  extends  through-* 
out  the  realm :  now  when  the  thing  is  thus  ge- 
neral, there  is  no  room  to  except  particulars^ 
And  in  this  cafe  *tis  within  the  very  words  of  the 
law,  if  the  words  be  fo  generally  penned  in  the 
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negative,  then  we  conceive  there  is  no  conftrae-« 
tion  to  be  made  upon  them,  unlefs  fome  fub^ 
fequent  parliament  alter  it.  Coke's  InftituteSji 
157,  where  'tisfaid  in  treafon  as  well  as  any 
thing  elfe,  upon  H.  V.  there  Ihall  be  freeholds* 
If  they  have  provided  in  civil  and  other  criminal 
caufes,  it  were  ftrange  that  this  fhould  be  cafus 
omijffus,  but  there  is  no  conftruQion  againft  a  ne-^ 
gative  law.  For  the  parliament  taking  care  of 
the  city  of  London  (as  the  fubfequent  ftatutes 
fay)  that  he  that  hath  lop  marks  ihall  pafs  in  civil 
caufes,  and  then  it  fays  in  murders  and  feloniesj 
and  that  only  confined  to  the  freemen  of  thp 
place,  does  fufficiently  explain  the  law  where  'tis 
not  altered  by  any  fubfequent  aft,  thprefare  I 
defire  the  challenge  may  be  admitted. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.  My  Lord,  thefe  Gentlemen**s 
foundation  is  not  good,  for  they  prove  it  not  by 
any  books,  that  at  common  law  it  was  requifite  for 
a  juryman  to  have  freehold.  My  Lord,  I  deny 
their  foundation ;  there  is  no  fuch  law ;  and  at 
this  day,  in  all  criminal  cafes  where  the  ftatute 
does  not  direft  it,  as  for  riots  and  other  informa- 
tions for  mifdemeanour,  there  is  no  law  reftrains 
them,  and  they  may  be  tried  by  any  men  they 
have  no  exception  againft.  Then  2  H.  V.  fays. 
None  fliall  bp  admitted  to  pafs  upon  the  death  of 
a  man  (I  take  it  to  extend  to  all  capital  matters, 
though  it  is  pretty  oddly  expreffed ;  for  when  a 
m^tn  is  accufed  of  other  felonies  and  high  treafons, 

'tis 


LORD  WILLIAM  RUSSELL,  Ixxi 

^tis  of  the  death  of  a  man),  unlefs  he  have  lands 
or  tenements  of  the  yearly  value  of  40s,  But  I 
jwill  take  it  as  thefe  Gentlemen  do  at  this  time^ 
it  not  being  fo  at  common  law,  nor  in  other  cri- 
minal cafes,  but  what  are  provided  for  by  the 
ftatute :  as  to  other  matters  of  felony  and  murder, 
no  doubt  there  thefe  challenges  are  to  be  taken 
upon  the  ftatute,  but  not  for  treafon,  becaufe 
the  ftatute  of  Queen  Mary  does  exprefsly  repeal 
that  ftatute ;  and  no  ftatute  fince  takes  away  the 
force  of  that  of  Queen  MaFy ;  that  all  trials  for 
treafon  fliall  be  as  the  common  law ;  and  accords 
ing  to  this  the  conftant  pradice  in  all  cities  (not 
only  in  London)  where  perfons  have  been  in-i 
dided  for  high  treafon  hath  been.  There  never 
was  any  fuch  thing  pretended :  moft  of  thefe  Gen- 
tlemen have  freeholds,  but  we  would  not  have 
this  point  loft  to  the  city  of  London ;  fo  that  the 
Aatute  they  fpeak  of,  and  the  interpretations  of 
the  feveral  other  ftatutes  too,  are  to  no  pur- 
pofe ;  for  we  fay  by  common  law,  all  caufes  might 
be  tried  by  any  perfons,  againft  whom  there  was 
not  fufficient  caufe  of  challenge ;  and  the  com* 
mon  law  is  by  that  ftatute  reftored  in  this  point. 

Mr.  Sol.  Gen*.  My  Lord,  I  have  little  to  fay, 
Mr.  Attorney  hath  given  a  true  anfwer  to  it,  the 
foundation  does  fail  them.  It  was  not  neceffary 
at  common  law  for  a  juryman  to  have  a  freehold: 
buj^  then  they  muft  fliew  you,  my  Lord,  it  is  ak 
♦  Mr.  Finch. 
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tered  and  made  necefiary.  The  ftatute  of  Hetf; 
V.  does  not  feem  to  extend  to  treafon,  but  if  k 
did,  it  is  now  out  of  doors,  by  that  of  Queen 
Mary,  whereby  all  trials  of  txeafons  are  reduced 
to  the  common  law.  This  is  what  we  anfwer; 
they  fail  in  their  foundation ;  they  do  not  make  it 
out,  that  it  was  not  neceflary  for  a  juryman  at 
common  law  to  have  freehold. 

Mr.  Serj.  Jeffcria.  My  Lord,  I  confefs  they 
have  cited  feveiai  ads  of  parliament,  and  upon 
them,  lay  their  foundation,  and  draw  inferences 
from  them :  but  they  will  find,  that  in  feveral  ads 
of  parliament  which  they  have  quoted,  there  is  a 
particular  regard  had  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
conftant  ulage  and  cuftoms  for  trials  within  the 
city  of  London.  That  notwithftanding  feveral 
a3s  of  parliament  have  in  other  places  afcer- 
tained  the  value  of  jurors,  yet  they  had  ftill  an 
eye  that  the  city  of  London  ihould  continue  in 
its  ufages.  I  think  it  will  be  neceflary  to  put  you 
in  mind  of  the  city  of  Worcefter.  It  would  be 
very  hard,  fay  they,  becaufe  an  attaint  does  not 
lie  in  criminal  matters;  if  you  intend  by  that  to 
have  people  of  ability,  it  is  well  known  that  the 
ableft  people  in  the  city  of  London,  have  fcarce 
any  freehold  in  it ;  for  that  moft  of  the  inheritan- 
ces of  the  city  of  London  remain  in  the  nobility 
and  in  corporations.  Now  in  the  cafe  of  my 
Lord  Rufiell,  he  had  a  peremptory  challenge  to 
35,  and  I  think  I  may  adventure  to  fay,  there 
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caa  fcarce  be  35  more  that  can  call  them&lves 
freeholders  in  London;  confider  the  confequence 
then — treafon  fhould  be  committed  in  the  city 
of  London»  and  there  would  not  be  enough  in  the 
city  of  London  to  try  it.  In  the  calie  of  the  quo 
warranto  .brought  againft  the  city  of  Worcefter^ 
to  know  by  what  warrant  feveral  took  upon  them 
the  offices  of  Aldermen ;  the  Gentlemen  at  the 
bar  objeded  that  it  was  reafonable  that  no  free- 
hold fliould  be  determined  but  by  freeholders. 
But  the  Judges  of  the  King's  Bench  (the  court 
being  full)^  for  the  neceffity  of  the  things  left 
there  might  not  be  fufficient  freeholders  in  the 
city,  having  font  one  of  the  Judges  of  that  court  to 
your  Lordfliip*s,  of  the  Common  Pleas,  for  that 
reafon  <iid  agree  the  challenge  was  not  good.  I 
know  thefe  Gentlemen  will  pleafe  to  remember 
the  cafe ;  fo  that  I  {ay,  as  in  one  cafe  we  ought 
to  be  tender  of  the  life  o{  the  priibner,  fo  we 
ought  (iirely  to  be  tender  of  the  life  of  the  King, 
otherwife  it  may  fo  ha^en  that  the  King's  life 
may  be  enccmipafled,  and  treafon  committed  in 
the  city,  and  there  would  be  no  way  in  the  world 
to  try  it :  therefore  we  pray  for  the  King  the  chal- 
lenge may  be  over-ruled. 

Mr.  North.  My  Lord,  it  is  the  praftice  to 
make  the  Venire  facias^  without  mentioning  free- 
hold, for  it  does  not  command  that  they  return  fo 
many  men  that  have  freehold,  but  ^ro^os  &  legales 
homines  devifincto;  therefore  at  the  common  law, 
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thofe  yrtre  good  inquefts  to  try  any  man  that 
were  not  excommunicated^  nor  under  any  out- 
law. It  is  true,  there  are  ftatutes  that  fay,  all  jury^ 
men  fhall  have  freehold ;  but  we  fay  thefe  ftatutes 
do  not  extend  to  the  city  of  London,  but  that  it 
is  governed  by  its  own  cuftoms ;  and  we  fay  it  is 
the  cuftom  that  citizens  of  ability  have  been  re- 
turned, that  have  no  freehold.  But  granting 
what  we  do  not,  by  way  of  fuppofal,  my  Lord,  it 
does  not  extend  to  this  cafe,  becaufe  trials  are  to 
be  according  to  the  ufe  at  common  law,  by  the 
ftatute  of  Queen  Mary,  which  does  fet  them  at 
large  again ;  and  that  is  the  reafon  the  Prifoner* 
in  this  cafe,  hath  his  challenge  for  35,  and  as 
in  other  cafes  reftrained  to  20 ;  fo  that  we  fay, 
thefe  men  of  ability  are  good,  and  there  is  nq  fta^ 
tute  aflFeds  them. 

L.  C.  J.  Mr.  PoUexfen,  do  you  find  any 
judgment,  that  in  cafes  of  treafon  by  common 
law,  they  might  except  for  want  of  freehold  ?  Have 
you  any  refolution  in  the  cafe  ? 

Mr.  Polltxftn.  I  think  there  are  books  that 
fay  at  common  law  there  muft  be  freehold. 

Z.  C.  J.     What,  in  treafon  ? 

Mr.  Polkxftn.     No,  my  Lord. 

i.  C  J.  Unlefs  you  fpeak  of  treafon,  you  do 
not  fpeak  ad  idem.  For  I  do  take  it,  that  in 
cafes  of  treafon,  or  in  cafes  of  felony,  at  the  com- 
mon law,  they  had  no  liberty  to  except  to  jurors, 
that  they  bad  not  any  freehold,  but  that  at  the 

common 
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common  lav  any  good  and  lawful  men  might 
{»afs.  Then  take^  as  introduftive  of  a  new  law^ 
the  ftatute  of  H.  V.  I  am  of  the  mind  that  this 
ibtute  of  H.  V.  peradventure^  may  extend  to 
treafons  and  felonies;  but  when  the  ftatute  of 
Queen  Mary  comes  and  fays^  all  trials  fliall  be 
by  fuch  evidence^  and  in  fuch  manner^  as  by 
common  law  they  ought  to  have  been,  I  do  not 
lee  how  it  is  poffible  to  make  an  objeftion  after- 
wards of  this  nature.  For,  admitting  this  a£t  of 
parliament  of  H.  V.  had  altered  the  common  law, 
and  given  a  challenge,  why  then  when  the  ftatute 
Queen  Mary  comes  and  fets  all  trials  at  largo 
in  the  cafe  of  treafons,  then  certainly  the  chal-» 
lenge  is  gone  again ;  and  I  doubt  you  will  not 
find  one  exception  in  this  cafe,  ever  fince  that 
ftatute  concerning  the  jury's  freehold  in  cafes  of 
treafon,  but  it  hath  generally  pafled  otherwife, 
and  there  hath  not  been  any  ever  excepted.  I 
doubt  it  will  be  a  very  hard  thing  to  maintaiii 
fuch  a  challenge  now.  Here  are  my  Lords  and 
Brothers  will  be  pleafed  to  deliver  their  opinions. 
It  is  a  bufinefs  of  great  confequence,  not  only 
for  this  noble  perfon  at  the  bar,  but  for  all  other 
perfons. 

I»  C.  JBtfr*.  I  agree  with  your  Lordfliip  per<« 
fe£Uy ;  but  if  the  Counfel  had  laid  a  right  foun«» 
dation  that  it  had  been  fo  at  common  law,  there 
had  been  much  faid ;  but  I  take  it  at  common 

♦  Waiiam  Montague,  Efq. 
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law,  there  was  no  challenge  for  want  of  freehold  t 
and  I  am  induced  to  think  fo,  for  otherwife  what 
needed  the  fiatute  of  H,  V.  been  made?  But 
whether  it  extend  to  treafon  or  no,  I  am  not  fo 
clear.  And  if  it  did^  its  wiped  off  again  by  that 
'  of  Queen  Mary,  which  reduces  all  to  the  com«> 
mon  law  trial. 

Mr*  Jf.  Windham.  I  am  of  the  fune  opinion: 
I  conceive  at  common  law,  lack  of  freehold  no 
good  caufe  of  challenge.  It  is  true,  that  chal- 
lenge is  given  in  fome  cafes  by  aft  of  parliament,^ 
^  yet  I  doubt  whether  it  extend  to  a  thing  of  fo 

high  a  nature  as  treafon,  for  other  ftatutes  have 
not  mentioned  any  thing  of  treafon.  But  fup. 
pofe  a  Hen,  V.  did  extend  to  it,  yet  it  i$  very 
plain,  the  ftatute  of  i  and  2  Queen  Mary  hath 
fet  all  at  large  again,  they  are  to  be  good  and 
lawful  men,  and  I  do  not  find  that  any  thing 
of  the  lawfulnefs  muft  be  the  freehold.  And^ 
therefore,  I  conceive  this  is  no  juft  exception 
in  this  cafe. 

Mr.  jf.  Janes.  My  Lord,  I  am  of  the  fame 
opinion ;  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  common  law 
did  not  require  freehold  to  be  a  good  caufe  of 
challenge,  in  the  cafe  of  treafon,  and  the  rather, 
becaufe  at  the  common  law  a  man  that  was  in* 
ilified  of  high  treafon  had  liberty  to  challenge^ 
peremptorily,  to  the  number  of  35  perfons.  My 
Lord,  if  the  common  law  be  altered  by  the  fta- 
tute of  H.  V.  yet  I  take  it  that  the  ftatute  of 
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t  and  a  Ph.  and  M«  does  reftore  die  conrnion 
law  in  this  particular  points  For  whereas  there 
was  a  ftatute  of  H.  VlIL  to  reftrain  the  prifoner 
to  the  number  of  ao  for  his  challenge,  now  the 
ftatute  reftoring  it  to  common  law,  the  prifoner 
hath  his  challenge  to  35,  as  he  had  before  that 
ftatute  of  H.  VII L  So  I  take  it,  the  King 
fliaU  have  his  privilege  alfo  to  try  a  prifoner 
for  treafon,  by  perfons  that  have  not  freeholds 

Mr.  J.  Charlton*  I  am  of  the  fame  opinion : 
and  truly  the  rather,  becaufe  no  precedent  hath 
been  offered  of  any  fuch  challenge  before,  and 
many  men  have  fuffered,  and  fure  if  it  could  have 
been^  how  many  would  have  made  ufe  of  it. 

Mr.  y.  Levins.  I  am  of  opinion  it  is  not  to 
be  allowed.  I  do  not  think  myfelf  driven  to  the 
neceffity  to  determine  now,  whether  freehold  was 
a  good  challenge  at  common  law  in  point  of  trea- 
fon.  I  think  the  ftatute  of  Ph.  and  M.  hath  re« 
ftored  the  trials  to  the  common  law.  What  was 
the  common  law?  The  common  law  is  the  cuf« 
torn  of  England,  which  is  other  in  cities  than  in 
counties,  and  the  cuftom  of  London  is  part  of 
that  common  law.  So  though  it  be  a  caufe  of 
challenge  in  a  county  at  large,  yet  it  is  not  a  caufe 
of  challenge  in  cities,  where  freeholders  are  not 
to  be  found.  Now  that  which  fatisfies  me  is,  that 
this  cuftom  is  reftored  by  the  ftatute  of  Ph.  and 
Mary ;  becaufe  never  fuch  a  challenge  hath  been. 
And  it  is  known  when  twenty  were  tried  for  treai- 
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Lord  Ruffellbad  challenged  one  and  thirty  c»C 
them^  the  jury  fworu  were  a»  follows : 

John  Martin,  William  Butler, 

William  Konfk,  James  Pickering, 

Jervas  SeaLton,  Thomas  Jeve, 

William  Fafbion,  Hug^  Nodcn^ 

Thomas  Shorty  Robert  Brough, 

George  Toriano,  Thomas  Oneby. 

Then  vas  made  proclamation  for  informatknk 

CL  o/Cr.    William  Ruflett,  Zfq.  hold  up  thy 

hand  (which  be  did).    You  of  the  jury  look  upon 

the  prilbner,  and  hearken  to  hifs  canfe.  He  ftands 

hidifted  by  the  name  of     ^  ■  ■  ■     i 

prmU  before  in  the  indictment.  Upon  this  indift^ 
fnent  he  hath  been  arraigned^  and  therefore 
pleaded  Not  Guilty,  and  for  this  trial  hath  put 
himfelf  upon  his  country,  which  country  you 
are:  Your  charge  is  to  inquire  whether  he  be 
guilty  of  this  high  treafon  whereof  he  ftands  in- 
diBed,  or  not  guihy :  if  you  find  him  guilty,  you 
ifaall  inquire,  8cc» 

Mr.  North.  May  it  pleafe  your  Lordfbipi  and 
you  that  are  fworn,  the  prifoner  at  the  bar  ftands 
charged  in  this  indi3ment  with  no  lefs  than  the 
confpiring  the  death  of  the  King's  Majefty^  and 
that  in  order  to  the  fame,  he  did,,  with  other 
traitors  named  in  the  indictment,  and  others  not 
known,  November  2,  in  the  34th  year  of  this 
King,  in  the  parilh  of  Baffifliaw^  within  the  city 
t)f  London,  meet  and  confpire  together  to  bring 

our 
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dUr  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  to  deaths  to  raife 
war  and  rebellion  againft  him^  and  to  maflacre 
his  SubjeQs.  And  in  order  to  compafs  thefe 
wicked  defigns^  there  being  aflembled^  did  con-i 
dude  to  feize  the  King's  guards^  and  his  Majef^ 
ty*s  perfon.  This  is  the  charge :  the  Defendant 
fays  he  is  not  guilty ;  if  we  prove  it  upon  him^  it 
will  be  your  duty  to  find  it. 

Mr.  Al  Gen.  My  Lord,  and  you  Gentlemen 
of  the  Jury,  moft  of  our  evidence  againft  this 
honourable  perfon  at  the  bar,  is  to  this  purpofe : 
this  perfon,  the  Duke  of  Monmouth,  my  Lord 
Grey,  Sir  Thomas  Armftrong,  and  Mr.  Fergu^ 
Ion,  they  were  the  Counfel  of  State,  as  I  may 
call  them,  to  give  forth  diredions  for  the  general 
rifing  that  hath  appeared,  was  to  have  been  with- 
in this  kingdom.  The  rifing  was  of  great  con- 
cern and  expence,  and  muft  be  managed  by  per- 
fons  of  intereft,  prudence,  and  great  fecrecy. 
Thefe  gentlemen  had  frequent  meetings  in  Oc- 
tober and  November  laft  (for  then,  you  may  re- 
frefh  your  memories  again,  was  the  general  rifing 
to  be),  and  there  they  did  confult  how  to  manage 
the  rifing ;  they  confulted  how  to  feize  the  King's 
guards ;  and  this  noble  perfon  being  mixed  with 
thefe  others,  efpecially  with  Fergufon,  who  with 
Others  of  an  inferior  rank  was  alfo  engaged  in  a 
crabal  for  managing  worfer  things  (though  this  is 
bad  enough);  at  feveral  meetings  they  receive 
meflages  from  my  Lord  Shaftfl^ury  touching  the 
fifing:  they  being  looked  upon  as  the  perfons 

G  that 
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that  were  to  conclude  and  fettle  the  time  and  all 
circumftances  about  it. 

We  fhall  make  it  appear  to  you  in  the  courfe 
of  our  evidence,  that  thofe  underlings  (for  thi* 
was  the  great  confult,  and  moved  all  the  other 
wheels)  who  managed  the  aflaflination,  did  take 
notice  that  thefe  lords  and  gentlemen  of  quality 
were  to  manage  and  clear  the  whole  bufinefs  of 
the  rifing.  It  feems  thefe  gentlemen  could  not 
give  the  Earl  of  Shaft{bury  fatisfadion  to  his 
mind,  for  he  prcffed  them  to  keep  their  day, 
which  was  the  17  th  of  November  laft;  but  the 
honourable  perfon  at  the  bar,  and  the  reft,  made 
him  this  anfwer.  That  Mr.  Trenchard  h^  failed 
them,  for  that  he  had  promifed  to  h^ve  1000  foot 
and  two  or  300  horfe  at  four  hours  warning,  but 
n6w  it  was  come  to  pafs  he  could  not  perform  it, 
that  fome  perfons  in  the  Weft  would  not  join 
with  them,  and  therefore  at  this  time  they  could 
&ot  proceed ;  and  therefore  they  muft  defer  the 
day,  and,  as  a  counfel,  they  fent  my  Lord  Shaftf- 
bury  word,  he  muft  be  contented,  they  had  other-* 
wife  refolved,  and  thereupon  my  Lord  Shaftlbury 
went  away,  and  Mr.  Fergufon  with  him. 

To  carry  on  this  praftice,  they  took  others 
into  their  council.  Sir  Thomas  Armftrong  was  left 
out,  and  there  falling  that  Scandalous  report  upon 
my  Lord  Grey,  be  was  to  be  left  out,  and  then 
there  was  to  be  a  new  council  of  fix,  whereas  the 
inferior  council  to  manage  the  afiaiGnation  was 

fcven* 
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feven.    At  this  council  there  was  this  honourable 
perfon  at  the  bar^  the  Duke  of  Monmouth^  my 
Lord  Howard^  and  another  honourable,  who  I 
am  ferry  to  name  upon  this  account,  who  hatl| 
this  morning  prevented  the  hand  of  juftice  upon 
bimfelf,  my  Lord  of  Eflex,  and  Colonel  Sidney^ 
and  Mr.  Hambden :  thefe  fix  had  their  frequent 
confults  at  this  honourable  perfon's  houfe;  for 
they  had  excluded  Sir  Thomas  Armftrong  and  my 
Lord  Grey,  fpr  thefe  gentlemen  would  have  the 
face  of  religion,  and  my  Lord  Grey  was  in  their 
efteem  fo  fcandalous,  that  they  thought  that  woul4 
not  prevail  with  the  people  if  he  was  of  the  coun- 
cil.    There  they  debated  how  they  ihould  make 
this  rifing ;  after  feveral  confultations  they  came 
to  this  refolution :  That  before  they  did  fall  upon 
this  rifing,  they  Ihould  have  an  exafl  account 
both  of  the  time  and  method  of  the  Scotch  rifing, 
and  thereupon  a  meflenger  was  fent  on  purpofe 
by  Colonel  Sidney,  viz.  Aaron  Smith,  to  invite 
Scotch  Commiflioners  to  treat  with  thefe  noble 
lords.      Purfuant  to  this,  juft  before  the  plot 
brake  out,  feveral  from  Scotland  came  to  treat 
with  them  how  to  manage  the  work ;  30,0001.  was 
demanded  by  the  Scots,  in  order  that  they  fliould 
be  ready  in  Scotland;  then  they  fell  to  10,000, 
and  at  laft  (for  the  Scots  love  money)  they  fell 
to  50cx>,   which  they  would   take   and  run  all 
hazards,  but  they  not  coming  to  their  terms,  that 
broke  oflF;  that  week  the  plot  was  difcovered. 

G  2  Gentlemen, 
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Gentlemen^  if  we  prove  all  thefe  inftances^  \ui^ 
fides^  we  ihall  call  fome  to  fhew  you  that  all  the 
inferior  party  ftill  looked  upon  thefe  to  be  the 
heads ;  and  though  they  kept  it  fecret^  God  hath 
fufFered  it  to  come  to  lights  with  as  plain  an 
evidence  as  evei-  was  heard. 

Mr.  Serj.  Jcfferies.  I  will  not  take  up  any  of 
your  Lordihip's  time;  we  will  call  our  witnefles  to 
prove  the  faft  Mr.  Attorney  hath  opened.  Swear 
Colonel  Rumfey  (which  was  done).  Pray  Col. 
Rumfey  will  you  give  my  Lord  and  the  Jury  an 
account^  from  the  beginning  to  the  end^  of  the 
feveral  meetings  that  were^  and  what  were  the 
debates  of  thofe  meetings. 

Col.  Rumjey.     My  Lordj  I  was  at  my  Lord 
Shaftlbury's  lodging,    where  he  lay^  down  by 
Wappingj  about  the  latter  end  of  06lober,  or  the 
beginning  of  November,  and  he  told  me  there 
was  met  at  one  Mr.  Shephard's  houfe  the  Duke 
of  Monmouth,  my  Lord  Ruffell,  my  Lord  Grey, 
Sir  Thomas  Armftrong,  and  Mr.  Fergufon ;  and 
he  defired  me  to  fpeak  to  them  to  know  what 
refolution  they  were  come  to  about  the  rifing  of 
Taunton:  I  did  go  there  accordingly,  and  call 
for  Mr.  Shephard,  and  he  carried  me  up  where 
they  were,  and  the  anfwer  that  was  there  made 
me  was,  that  Mr.  Trenchard  had  failed  them,  and 
there  would  no  more  be  done  in  the  matter  at  that 
time. 

Mr.  AL  Gtn.     Tell  the  whole  paflage. 

CoU  Rumfey. 
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CoL  Rumjey.  I  did  fay  my  Lord  Shaftfbury 
had  fent  me  to  know  what  refolution  they  had 
taken  about  the  rifing  of  Taunton.  They  made 
me  this  anfwer,  that  Mr.  Trenchard  had  failed 
them ;  that  he  had  promifed  looo  foot  and  300 
horfe,  but  when  he  came  to  perform  it  he  could 
not.  He  thought  the  people  would  not  meddle^ 
unlefs  they  had  fome  time  to  make  provifion  for 
their  families. 

X.  C  J.     Who  had  you  this  meifage  from? 

CoL  Rumfcy.  Mr.  Fergufon  did  fpeak  moft 
of  it. 

L.  C.  J.     Who  fent  this  meffage  back  ? 

Col.  Rumfey.  Mr.  Fergufon  made  the  anfwer; 
my  Lord  Ruffell  and  the  Duke  of  Monmouth 
were  prefent,  and  I  think  my  Lord  Grey  did  fay 
fomething  to  the  fame  purpofe. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.  Pray  how  often  were  you  with 
them  at  that  houfe  ? 

Col.  Rumjey.  I  do  not  know^  I  was  there  more 
than  once — I  was  there  either  another  time,  or 
clfe  I  heard  Mr.  Fergulbn  make  a  report  of  ano- 
ther meeting  to  my  Lord  Shaftfbury. 

Mr.  Scrj.  Jcfferics.  Was  my  Lord  Ruffell  in 
the  room  when  this  debate  was? 

Col.  Rumfey.     Yes,  my  Lord. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.     What  did  they  fay  further? 

Col.  Rumfey.  That  was  all  at  that  time  that  I 
icmember. 

G  3  Mr. 
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Mr.  At.  Gen.  Was  there  nothing  of  itiy'Ldrd 
Shaftfbury  to  be  contiented  ? 

Col.  Rumfey.  Yes,  that  my  Lord  ShaftfbUry 
inuft  be  contented;  and  upon  that  he  took  his 
refolution  to  be  gone. 

L.  C.  y.  Did  you  hear  any  fuch  rerolutioh 
from  him? 

CoL  Rumfey.     Yes,  my  Lord. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.  Did  you  know  Siny  of  ihcir 
meeting  there,  or  was  it  by  ifty  Lord  Shaftlbiiry's 
direftion  ? 

Col.  Rumfey.  No,  but  my  Lord  told  mfe,  I 
fliould  find  fuch  perfons,  and  I  accordingly  found 
them ;  and  this  anfwet-  was  given. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.     Whitt  time  did  you  ftay? 

Col.  Rumfey.  \  think  I  wais  not  there  above 
a  quarter  of  an  hoar. 

Mf^:  At.  Gen.  Was  there  any  difcourfe  hap^ 
pened  while  you  were  there  about  a  declaration  ? 

Col.  Rumfey.  I  am  not  certain  whether  I  did 
hear  fomeihing  about  a  declaration  there,  or  that 
Mr.  Fergufon  did  report  it  to  my  Lord  Shaftf- 
bury, that  they  had  debated  it. 

Mr.  Serj.  Jefferies.  To  what  purpofe  was  the 
declaration  ? 

L.  C.  J.  We  muft  do  the  prifoner  that  right  5 
he  fays  he  cannot  tell  whether  he  had  it  from  him 
or  Mr.  Fergufon. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.  Did  you  hear  no  difcourfe  to 
Vhat  it  tended  ? 

Coi. 
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Coi  Rumfy^  My  Lord,  there  wai  fome  dif- 
courfe  about  feeing  what  pofture  the  guards 
were  in. 

One  of  tilt  Jury.    By  whom.  Sir? 

Col.  Rumfey.  By  all  the  company  that  was 
there. 

L.  C.  J.     What  was  that  difcourfe? 

Col.  Rvmfcy.  To  fee  what  pofture  they  were 
in,  that  they  might  know  how  to  furprize  them. 

L.  C.  J.    The  guards  ? 

Col.  Rmmfey.  Yes,  that  were  at  the  Sav<^  and 
the  Mews. 

L.  C.  J.  Whofe  were  the  words?  Tell  the 
words  as  hear  as  you  can. 

Col.  Rumfey.  My  Lord,  the  difcourfe  wai, 
that  fome  ihould  ■ 

L.  C.  J.     Who  made  that  difcourfe  ? 
•    Col.  Rumfiy.     My  Lord^  I  think  Sir  Thomas 
Armftrong  begun  it  and  Mr.  Fergufon. 

Mr.  At.  €tn.  Was  it  difcourfed  amortg  all 
die  company  ? 

CoL  Rumfey,.  All  the  company  did  debate  it. 
Afterwards  they  thought  it  neceflary  to  fee  with 
wbM  care  and  vigilance  they  did  guard  themfelves 
at  the  Savoy  and  Mews,  whether  they  might  be 
lurprized  or  not. 

Mr.  At.  Gtn.  Were  there  any  undertook  to 
l^and  fee  there? 

Col.  Rnmfey.     There  were  fome  perfons. 

Mr.  SiTj.  Jefftries.    Name  them. 

G4  Col 
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Col  Rumfey.  I  think  the  Duke  of  Monmouthji 
my  Lord  Grey,  and  Sir  Thomas  Armftrong. 

Mr.  Serj.  Jcfferics.  Was  my  Lord  Rufielli^ 
the  prifoner,  there,  when  they  undertook  to  take 
the  view  ? 

Col.  Rumfey.     Yes,  fir. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.    To  what  purpofe  was  the  view? 

Col.  Rumfey.  To  furprize  them  if  the  rifing 
had  gone  on. 

Mr.  Serj.  Jefferies.  Did  you  obferve  by  the 
debates  that  happened,  that  they  did  take  notice 
there  was  a  rifing  intended? 

Col.  Rumfey.     Yes, 

Mr.  Serj.  Jefferies.  And  that  direflion  wa» 
given  to  take  a  view  of  the  guards  if  the  rifing 
had  gone  on  ? 

Col.  Rumfey.     Yes. 

X.  C.  J.  Pray,  fir,  declare  juftly  the  dif- 
cpurfe. 

Col.  Rumfey.  I  went  to  them  from  my  Lord 
Shaftlbury ;  and  I  did  tell  them,  that  my  Lord 
did  pray  they  would  come  to  fome  refolution; 
and  they  told  me,  Mr.  Trenchard  they  depended 
upon  for  Taunton,  had  failed  them,  who  when 
he  came  up  to  town  firft  at  the  Term,  had  aflured 
them,  that  in  three  or  four  hours  time  he  could 
have.one  thoufand  foot  and  three  hundred  horfe  ; 
but  now  it  came  to  be  tried,  he  anfwered  it  wa$ 
not  poflible  for  him  to  undertake  it,  for  people 
would  not  ruih  into  it  of  a  fudden,  but  have  fome 
^irae  to  prepare  for  their  families. 
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Mr.  At.  Gen.  Was  it  pretended  there  fliould 
be  a  riling  at  that  time  ? 

Col.  Rumfey.  Yes,  the  19th  of  November  was 
appointed  for  the  rifing. 

L.  C.  J.  Was  it  before  that  time  you  went  to 
prefs  them  from  my  Lord  Shaftfbury  ? 

Col.  Rumfey.  Yes,  I  think  it  was  the  matter  of 
a  fortnight  before,  or  fomething  more;  for  I 
think  it  was  concluded  Sunday  fortnight  after 
my  Lord  Grey  met. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.  But  you  fay,  befides  what  you 
heard  there,  you  underftood  there  was  to  be  a 
rifing  at  that  time;  was  you  to  be  engaged  in 
this? 

Col.  Rumfey.     Yes,  I  was. 

L.  C.  J.  You  muft  fpeak  fo,  that  what  you 
deliver  may  be  fenfible ;  for  if  you  fpeak,  J  ap* 
prehend  fo  and  fo,  that  will  be  doubtful. 

Col.  Rumfey.  No,  my  Lord,  the  rifing  was  de^ 
tennined,  and  I  was  to  have  gone  to  Briftol. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.  In  what  capacity,  as  Colonel  or 
Captain  ? 

Col.  Rumfey.  There  was  no  determination  of 
that — no  quality. 

L.  C.  J.    By  whofe  appointment  was  that? 

Col.  Rumfey.  My  Lord  Shaftfbury  fpake  that 
to  me. 

Mr.  Serj.  Jefferies.  But  pray.  Col.  Rumfey, 
this  you  are  very  able  to  know  what  the  debjites 
were,  and  need  not  be  pumped  with  fo  many 

queftions; 
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^ueftfons"!  pray,  was  there  any  debate  when  you 
came  with  the  meflage  from  my  Lord  Shaftfbury'ft; 
Was  there  a  debate  about  the  rifing? 

CoL  Rumfey.  There  was  no  debate  of  it,  be** 
taufe  they  made  anfWer^  Mn  Tirenchard  had  failed 
them. 

Afn  Serj.  Jtfftriti^    But  did  not  thty  take  i 

notice  of  the  rifing  P  Give  an  account  of  it.  | 

Co/,  kumfty.     I  have  done  it  twice*  j 

Jfury.  We  defire  to  know  the  meflilge  from 
the  Loird  Shafdbury. 

L.  C*  J»  Direft  yourfelf  to  the  Court :  ftwne 
df  the  Gentlemen  have  not  heard  it  5  they  defire 
you  would,  with  a  little  more  loud  voice,  repeM 
the  meifage  you  were  fent  of  from  ifty  Lord 
Shaftftury. 

Co/.  Rnmfty.  I  was  fent  by  my  Lord  to  knolr 
the  refolmion  of  the  rifing  in  Taunton;  they 
enfwered,  Mr.  Trenchard,  whom  they  depended 
upon  tbr  the  tnen,  had  failed  theiki,  and  that  tt 
Inuft  fall  at  that  time,  and  my  Lord  muft  be  ton^ 
tented. 

Mr.  At.  Gm.  Was  the  prifoneJr  at  the  bat 
prefent  at  that  debate? 

tol.  Rumfey.     Yes. 

Mr.  Serj.  Jtfferies.  Did  you  find  him  ^v6rfe 
to  it,  or  agreeing  to  it  ? 

CoL  Rumfy.   Agreeing  to  it. 

Baron  Sired.   What  faid  my  Lord  Shaftibury? 

CoL 
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Crf.  Rumf&f.    Upon  my  return,  he  faid  he 
would  be  gone,  arid  accordingly  did  go. 
.     Mr.  Serf,  Jcfferics.  If  my  Lord  Ruffell  pleafes 
io  alk  him  any  queftions,  he  may. 

L.  RuJftlL     Muft  I  a(k  him  now  ? 

L.  C.  J.  Yes,  my  Lord,  propofe  your  quef- 
tibffe  to  me. 

L.  RuffelU  I  have  very  few  queftions  to  alk 
him,  for  I  know  little  of  the  matter ;  for  it  was 
the  greateft  accident  in  the  world  I  was  there, 
.^»nd  when  I  faw  that  company  was  there,  I  would 
Ikive  been  gon6  ag^in.  I  came  there  acciden* 
tally,  to  fpeak  with  Mr.  Shephard ;  I  was  juft 
comfe  to  town;  biit  theUe  was  no  difcottrfe  about 
furprizing  the  guard«y  nor  no  undertaking  of 
raifing  aA  army; 

L.  C.  J.  We  will  hear  you  any  thing  by  and 
by,  bat  that  whidh  w6  now  tfefire  of  yo^r  Lord* 
.fliip  ts»  as  the  witneffes  t^ome,  to  know  if  you 
Wcmld  have  any  particular  queftions  iaiked  of  thtn). 

L.  HuJfclL  I  defire  to  know,  if  I  g&ve  any 
anfwer  to  any  m'eJTage  about  the  rifing :  I  was  \ip 
and  down ;  I  do  not  know  what  they  mi^ht  {ky 
When  I  M^as  in  the  room ;  I  was  tafting  of  wine. 

X.  C  J^  Did  you  obferve  that  my  Lord  Ruf- 
fell  ffttd  tay  thing  there,  and  ^hat? 

CoL  Rumfey.     Yes,  my  Lord  Ruifdl  did  fpeak, 

L.C.J.    About  what? 

ad.  Ifimfi^^    About  tb«  rifing  of  Taunton. 

£.  Rujell. 
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£.  Ruffcll.  It  was  Sir  Thomas  Armftrong  ths* 
converfed  with  Mr.  Trenchard. 

i.  C.  J.  What  did  you  obferve  my  Lord 
Ruffell  to  fay  ? 

Col.  Rumfey.  My  Lord  Ruffell  did  difcourre 
of  the  rifing. 

Lord  Ruffell.  How  fhould  I  difcourfe  of  the 
rifing  at  Taunton,  that  knew  not  the  place^  nor 
had  knowledge  of  Trenchard  ? 

Mr.  At.  Gen.  Now,  my  Lord,  we  will  give 
you  an  account  that  my  Lord  Ruffell  appointed 
this  place,  and  came  in  the  darl^  without  his 
coach. 

L.  Ruffell.  My  Lord,  I  think  the  witnefs  was 
a(ked  if  I  gave  my  confent. 

L.  C.  J.  What  fay  you,  did  my  Lord  give 
any  confent  to  the  rifing  ? 

Col.  Rumfey.     Yes,  my  Lord,  he  did. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.  Pny  fwear  Mr.  Shephard* 
(which  was  done).  Pray  will  you  fpeak  aloud^ 
$ind  give  an  account  to  my  Lord  and  the  Jury, 
of  the  meetings  at  your  houfe,  and  what  wa& 
(done? 

Mr.  Shephard.  In  the  month  of  Oftober  laft, 
as  I  remember,  Mr.  Fergufon  came  to  me  in  the 
Duke  of  Monmouth's  name,  and  defired  the  con- 
vcniency  of  my  houfe,  for  him  and  fome  other 
perfons  of  quality  to  meet  there.  And  as  foon 
as  I  had  granted  it,  in  the  evening  the  Duke  of 
^f  onmouth,  my  Lord  Grey,  my  Lord  Ruffell,  Sir 

Thomas 
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Thomas  Armftrongj  Col.  Rumfey,  and  Mr.  Fei*-* 
gufon  came.  Sir  Thomas  Armftrong  defired  me, 
that  none  of  my  Servants  might  come  up,  but 
they  might  be  private;  fo  what  they  wanted  I 
went  down  for — a  bottle  of  wine  or  fo.  The 
fubftance  of  their  difcourfe  was,  how  to  furprife 
the  King's  guards ;  and  in  order  to  that,  the  Duke 
of  Monmouth,  my  Lord  Grey,  and  Sir  Thomas 
Armftrong,  as  I  remember,  went  one  night  to  the 
MewS)  or  thereabouts,  to  fee  the  King's  guards: 
and  the  next  time  they  came  to  my  houfe,  I  heard 
Sir  Thomas  Armftrong  fay,  the  guards  were  very 
remifs  in  their  places,  and  not  like  foldiers,  and 
the  thing  was  feafible,  if  they  had  ftrength  to  do 
it. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.  How  many  meetings  had  you 
there  ? 

Mr.  Shephari.     I  remember  but  twice.  Sir. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.  Did  they  meet  by  chance,  or 
had  you  notice  they  would  be  there  that  night? 

Mr.  Shephard.     Yes,  I  did  hear  it  before. 

Mr.  Sol.  Gen.  Who  had  you  notice  would  be 
there? 

Mr.  Shephard.  The  Duke  of  Monmouth,  my 
Lord  Grey,  my  Lord  Ruflell,  Sir  Thomas  Arm« 
ilrong.  Col.  Rumfey,  and  Mr.  Fergufon. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.  Did  they  come  with  their  coaches, 
or  a  foot,  in  the  night-time,  and  in  the  dark? 

Mr.  Shephard.  I  cannot  tell;  it  was  in  the 
evening;  I  did  not  let  them  in. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  At.  Gen.    Were  there  any  coaches  at  the. 
door? 

Mr.  Shefhard.  None  that  I  heard  or  faw, 
they  came  not  altogether^  but  immediately  one 
after  another. 

Mr.  Serj.  Jefferits.  Had  they  any  debate  be- 
fore they  went  into  the  room? 

Mr.  Shefhard.  No^  they  went  readily  into 
the  room. 

Mr.  Serj.  Jtfferieu  Was  my  Lord  ^uffell 
both  times  there  ? 

Mr.  Shcphard.     Yes,  Sir,  a&  I  remember. 

Mr.  Serj.  jfeferies.  H^d  yoij  any  particular 
bufinefs  with  my  Lord  Ruifell,  or  he  with  you? 

Mr.  Shephard.  No,  not  at  that  time,  but  fincp 
I  have  had,  about  the  affair3  of  my  Lord 
Shaftfbury. 

Mr.  Serj.  Jefferies.  Do  you  remember  Col. 
Rumfey  at  the  firfl  time  had  any  difcourfe  about 
any  private  bufinefs  relating  to  my  Lord  Ruflell? 

Mr.  Shephard.     No,  I  do  not  remember  it. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.  Befides  the  feizing  of  the  guards^ 
did  they  difcourfe  about  rifing? 

Mr.  Shephard.  I  do  not  remember  any  fur- 
ther difcourfe,  for  I  went  feveral  tiipes  down  to 
fetch  wine,  and  fugar,  and  nutmeg,  and  I  do  not 
know  what  was  faid  in  my  abfence. 

Mr.  Serjl^  Jeffer%e$.  Do  you  remember  any 
writings  or  papers  read  at  that  time? 

Air.  Shephard.     None  that  I  (aw. 

Mr. 
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Jin  Seij.  Jtffcritin    Or  that  you  heard  of? 

Mr.  ShifharL  Yes,  now  I  recoiled  myfel^  I 
do  remember  one  paper  was  read. 

Mr.  Serj.  Jtffcrics.     To.  what  purpofe  was  it? 

If r.  ShepharJL  It  was  ibmewhat  in  the  nature 
of  a  declaration ;  it  was  read  by  Mr.  Fergufon  % 
who  was  prefent  at  the  reading,  I  cannot  iay» 
whetheir  they  were  all  prefent  or  not.  The  pur- 
port of  it  w^s  felting  forth  the  grievances  of  tha 
natiofi,  but  truly  what  particulars  I  cannot  tell:  it 
was  a  pretty  large  paper. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.  But  you  can  tell  the  cfkOt  of  it| 
when  was  that  to  be  fet  out? 

Mr.  Shephard.  It  was  not  difcourfed ;  it  was 
ihewn  only,  I  fuppofe,  for  approbation. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.     Who  was  it  Ihew'd  to  ? 

Mr.  Shephard.     Sir  Thomas  Armftrong. 

Mr.  Serj.  Jefferies.     Who  elfe? 

Mr.  Shephard.  As  1  remember,  the  Duke  was 
prefent,  and  I  think  Col.  Rumfey. 

Col.  Rumfey.  No>  I  was  not,  it  was  done  be« 
fore  I  came. 

Mr.  Serj.  Jefferies.  What  was  the  defign  of 
that  paper?  RecoUefl  yourfelf,  what  was  the 
defign? 

Mr.  Shephard.  The  defign  of  that  paper  was 
ki  the  nature  c^  a  declaration,  fetting  forth  the 
grievances  of  the  nation,  in  order  tp  a  rifing,  I 
fuppofe  by  the  purport  of  the  paper ;  but  cannot 
remember  the  particular  words  of  it. 
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Foreman  of  the  Jwy.  Can  you  fay  my  Lord 
Ruflell  was  there^  when  that  declaration  was  tead» 
as  you  call  it  ? 

Mr.  Shephard.     I  cannot  fay  that* 

Mr.  AL  Gen.  But  he  was  there  when  he  talked 
of  feizing  the  guards? 

Mr.  Shephard*  Yes>  my  Lord  wJis  there  them 
.  L.  Ruffell.  Pray,  Mr.  Shephard,  do  you  re* 
member  the  time  when  thefe  meetings  were? 

Mr.  Shepherds  I  cannot  be  pofitive  as  to  the 
time ;  I  remember  it  was  at  the  time  my  Lord 
Shaftlbury  was  abfent  from  his  own  houfe,  and 
he  abfented  himfelf  from  his  own  houfe  about 
^ichaelmas*day ;  but  I  cannot  be  pofitive  as  to 
the  time. 

L.  Ruffell.  I  never  was  but  once  at  your 
houfe,  and  there  was  no  fuch  defign  as  I.  heard 
of.  1  defire  that  Mr.  Shephard  may  recoHed 
Jiimfelf. 

Mr.  Shephard.  Indeed,  my  Lord,  I  cannot 
be  pofitive  in  the  times.  My  Lord,  I  am  fure, 
was  at  one  meeting. 

L.  C.  J.    But  was  he  at  both  ? 

Mr.  Shephard.  I  think  fo ;  but  it  was  eight  or 
nine  months  ago,  and  I  cannot  be  pofitive. 

Z.  Rujfell.  I  can  prove  I  was  then  in  the 
country.  Col.  Rumfey  faid  there  was  but  one 
meeting. 

Col.  Rumfey.  I  do  not  remember  I  was  at  two; 

if 
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if  I  was  not,  I  heard  Mr.  Fergufon  relate  the  de- 
bates of  the  other  meeting  tq  my  Lord  Shaftlbury. 

Z.  Rujfdl  Is  it  ufual  for  the  witneffes  to  hear 
one  another  ? 

L.  C.  J.  I  think  your  Lordfhip  need  not 
concern  yourfelf  about  that,  for  I  fee  the  witnef- 
fes are  brought  in  one  after  another. 

Z.  Rujfell.     There  was  no  defign. 

Mr.  Serj.  Jefferies.     He  hath  fworn  it. 

Mr.  AL  Gen.  Swear  my  Lord  Howard  [which 
was  done].  Pray  will  your  Lord  (hip  give  an 
account  to  the  Court,  what  you  know  of  a  rifing 
deGgned  before  my  Lord  Shaftfbury  went  away, 
and  afterwards  how  it  was  continued  on  ? 

L.  Howard.  My  Lord,  I  appear  with  fome 
confufion.  Let  no  man  wonder  that  it  is  trou- 
blefome  to  me.  My  Lord,  as  to  the  queftion 
Mr.  Attorney  puts  to  me,  this  is  the  account  I 
have  to  give.  It  is  very  well  known  to  every 
one,  how  great  a  ferment  was  made  in  the  city, 
upon  occafion  of  the  long  difpute  about  the  elec- 
tion of  (herifFs :  and  this  foon  produced  a  greater 
fireedom  and  liberty  of  fpeech  one  with  another, 
than  perhaps  had  been  ufed  formerly,  though  not 
without  fome  previous  preparations  and  difpo- 
fitions  made  to  the  fame  thing.  Upon  this  occa- 
fion, among  others,  I  was  acquainted  with  Cap- 
tain Walcot,  a  perfon  that  had  been  fome  months 
in  England,  being  returned  out  of  Ireland,  and 
who  indeed  I  had  not  fecn  for  eleven  years  be- 
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fore.  But  he  came  to  me  as  foon  as  he  came  out 
of  Ireland;  and  when  thefe  unhappy  divifions 
came^  he  made  very  frequent  applications  to  me; 
and  though  he  was  unknown  himfelf,  yet  being 
brought  by  me,  he  foon  gained  a  coi.Sdence  with 
my  Lord  Shaftfbury,  and  from  him  derived  it  to 
others,  when  this  unhappy  rent  and  divifion  of 
mind  was,  he  having  before  got  himfelf  acquainted 
with  many  perfons  of  the  city,  had  entered  into 
fuch  counfels  with  them,  as  afterwards  had  the 
cfied,  which. in  the  enfuing  narrative  I  fhall  re* 
late  to  your  Lordfliip.  He  came  to  me  and  told 
me,  that  they  were  now  fenfible  all  they  had  was 
going ;  that  this  force  put  upon  them 
[At  that  time  news  was  brought  into  cowrt^  that  the 
Earl  of  EJfex  hoi  murthered  himfelf  J} 
L.  C.  J.  Pray,  my  Lord,  raife  your  voicej 
elfe  your  evidence  will  pafs,  for  nothing* 

One  of  the  Jury.  We  cannot  hear,  my  Lord, 
L.  Ho-warL  There  is  an  unhappy  accidenl 
happened  that  hath  funk  my  voice;  I  was  bat  juft 
now  acquainted  with  the  fate  of  my  Lord  of 
Eflex. — My  Lord^  I  fay,  he  came  to  me  and  did 
acquaint  me,  that  the  people  were  now  fo  lenfiblc 
that  all  their  intereft  was  going,  by  that  violence 
o£Fered  to  the  city  in  their  eledions,  that  thiey 
were  refolved  to  take  fome  courfe  to  put  a  ftop  to 
it,  if  it  were  poffible:  he  told  me  there  were 
feveral  confults  and  meetings  of  perfons  about  it^ 
ami  feveral  perfons  had  begun  to  put  themfelves 
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into  a  difpolkion  and  preparation  to  aid;  that 
fonie  had  fumifhed  themfelves  with  very  good 
borfes^  and  kept  them  in  die  nx>ft  fecret  and  blind 
ftables  they  could;  that  divers  had  intended  it^ 
and  for  his  own  part,  he  was  refolved  to  embark 
himfdf  in  it.  And  having  an  eftate  in  Ireland,  he 
thought  to  dafpatch  his  Ion  thither  (for  he  had  a 
good  real  eftate^  and  a  great  ftock ;  how  he  dif-*. 
pc^ed  of  his  real  eftate  I  know  not)}  but  he  or- 
dered his  fon  to  turn  his  ftock  into  money  to  fur- 
nifii  him  for  the  occafion:  this  I  take  to  b« 
about  Auguft.  His  fon  was  fent  away.  Soon 
aiter  this,  the  fon  not  being  yet  retumed,  and  I 
having  feverai  accounts  from  him  wherein  I  found 
the  fermentation  grew  higher  and  higher,  an(| 
every  day  a  nearer  approach  to  aEtion :  I  told 
him  I  had  a  neceffity  to  go  into  £{fex  to  attend 
the  concerns  of  my  own  eftate,  but  told  him  how 
he  might,  by  another  name,  convey  letters  to  tne, 
and  gave  htm  a  little  cant,  by  which  he  might 
blind  and  difguife  the  matter  he  wrote  about, 
when  I  was  in  the  country.  I  received  two  or 
three  letters  from  him  that  gave  me  an  account,  in 
tiiat  difguifed  ftile,  but  fuch  as  I  underftood,  that 
the  negotiation  which  he  had  with  my  corref* 
pondents  was  g^ng  on,  and  in  good  condition ; 
and  it  was  earneftly  defired  I  would  come  to 
town:  this  was  the  middle  of  September.  I, 
notwithftanding,  was  willing  to  fee  the  refult  of 
dutt  great  affair^  upon  which  all  mens*  eyes  were 
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fixed,  which  was  the  determination  of  the  Shf  i-r 
valty  about  that  time.     So  I  ordered  it  to  fall 
into  town,  and  went  to  my  own  houfe  on  Saturday 
night,  which  was  Michaelmas-day.     On  Sunday 
he  came  to  me  and  dined  with  me,  and  told  me 
(after  a  general  account  given  me  of  the  affairs 
of  the  times)  that  my  Lord  Shaftfbury  was  fe- 
creted,  and  withdrawn  from  his  own  houfe  in 
Alderfgate-ftreet ;  and  that  though  he  had  a  fa- 
mily fettled,  and  had  abfconded  himfcif  from 
them,  and  divers  others  of  his  friends  and  con- 
fidents, yet  he  did  defire  to  fpeak  to  me,  and  for 
that  purpofe  fent  him  to  fhew  me  the  way  to  his 
lodging :  he  brought  me  to  a  houfe  at  the  lower 
end  of  Wood-ftreet,  one  Watfon's  houfe,  and 
there  my  Lord  was  alone.     He  told  me  he  could 
not  but  be  fenfible,  how  innocent  foever  he  was, 
both  he  and  all  honeft  nvcn  were  unfafe,  (b  long 
as  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  was  in  fuch  hands 
as  would  accommodate  all  things  to  the  humour 
of  the  Court.      That  in  the  fenfe   of  this  he 
thought  it  but  reafon^hle  to  provide  for  his  own 
fafety,   by  withdrawing  himfelf  from  his  owa 
houfe  into  that  retirement.     That  now  he  had 
ripened  affairs  into  that  head,  and  had  things  in 
that  preparation,  ht  did  not  doubt  but  he  (hould 
be  able,  by  thofe  men  that  would  be  in  readinefs 
in  London,  to  turn  the  tide,  and  put  a  ftop  to 
the  torrent  that  was  ready  to  overflow.     But  he 
ilid  complain  to  me,  that  his  defign,  and  the  de« 
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fign  of  the  public,  was  very  much  obftruSed  by 
the  unhandfome  deportment  of  the  Duke  of 
Momnouth  and  my  Lord  Ruffell,  who  had  with- 
drawn themfelves,  not  only  from  his  affiftance^ 
but  from  their  own  engagements  and  appointments. 
For  when  he  h^d  got  fuch  a  formed  force  as  he 
had  in  London,  and  expe£led  to  have  it  anfwered 
by  them  in  the  country,  they  did  recede  from 
it,  and  told  him  they  were  not  in  a  condition,  or 
preparation  in  the  country,  to  be  concurrent 
with  him  at  that  time.  This  he  locked  upon  but 
as  an  artificial  excufe,  and  as  an  inftance  of  their 
intentions  wholly  to  defert  him ;  but  notwith- 
fianding  there  was  fuch  preparations  made  in 
London,  that  if  they  were  willing  to  lofe  the  ho- 
nour of  being  concurrent  with  him,  he  was  able 
to  do  it  himfelf,  and  did  intend  fpeedily  to  put  it 
into  execution.  I  afked  him  what  forces  he  had; 
he  faid  enough.  Says  I,  what  are  you  affured 
of?  Says  he,  there  is  above  ten  thoufand  briflc 
boys  are  ready  to  follow  me,  whenever  I  hold  up 
my  finger: — Says  I,  how  have  you  methoded 
this,  that  they  Ihall  not  be  crufhed,  for  there  will 
be  a  great  force  to  oppofe  you  ?  Yes,  he  anfwered^ 
but  they  would  polfefs  themfelves  of  the  gates ; 
and  thefe  ten  thoufand  men  intwenty-four  hours, 
would  be  multiplied  into  five  times  the  number, 
and.  be  able  to  make  a  fally  out,  and  poflefs  them- 
felves of  Whitehall,  by  beating  the  guards.  I 
«oid  him  this  was  a  fair  ftory,  and  I  had  reafon  to 
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think  a  man  of  his  figure  would  not  undertake  a 

thing  that  might  prove  fo  fatalj  unlefs  it  were  laid 

on  a  foundation  that  might  give  a  prudent  man. 

ground  to  hope  it  would  be  fuccefsful.     He  faid 

he  was  certain  of  it,  but  confeffed  it  was  a  great 

difappointment  that  thefe  Lords  had  failed  him : 

I  told  him,  I  was  not  provided  with  an  anfwer  at 

that  time ;  that  he  well  knew  me,  and  knew  the 

genera)  frstj^  and  bent  of  my  fpirit.     But  I  told 

him  I  looked  upcm  it  as  dangerous,  and  ought  to 

be  laid  deep,  and  to  be  very  we))  weighed  and 

confidered  of;  and  did  not  think  it  a  fit  thing  to 

be  entered  upon  without  the  concurrence  of  thofe 

Lords ;  and  therefore  defired,  before  I  difcovered 

my  own  inclination,  to  difcourfe  with  thofe  Lords, 

He  did  confent,  with  much  ado;  but,  fays  he, 

you  will  find  they  will  wave  it,  and  give  doubtful 

and  deferring  anfwers,  but  you  will  find  this  a 

truth.      I  went  to   Moor  Park  the   next  day, 

where  the  Di|ke  of  Monmouth  was,  and  told 

him  the  great  complaint  my  Lord  Shaftfbury  had 

made,  that  he  failed  him.     Says  he,  I  think  he  is 

mad ;  I  was  fo  far  from  giving  him  any  encou* 

ragemcnt,  that  I  did  tell  him  from  the  beginning, 

and  lb  did  my  Lord  Ruflell,  there  was  nothing 

to  he  done  by  us  in  the  country  at  that  time. 

I  did  not  then  own  I  had  feen  my  Lord^  but 

fpeak  as  if  thjs  were  brought  me  by  a  third  perfon, 

becaofe  he  had  not  given  me  liberty  to  teil  thex^ 

where  his  lodging  w^s.    Says  I,  my  Lord,  I  fliatt 

b^ 
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be  able  to  give  a  better  account  of  this  in  a  day 
or  two :  Shall  I  Convey  it  to  ray  Lord^  that  you 
are  willing  to  give  a  meeting  ?  Yes,  fays  he,  with 
all  my  heart :  this  was  the  fecond,  third,  or  fourth 
of  Odobcr:  1  came  to  town  on  Saturday,  and 
was  carried  to  him  on  Monday;  and  I  fuppofe 
this  was  Tuefday,  the  fecond  of  OQober:  Ofi 
Wednefday  1  think  I  went  to  him  again  (but  it 
is  not  very  material},  and  told  him  I  had  been 
with  the  Duke  of  Monmouth^  and  given  him  a 
pondual  account  of  what  I  had  from  him  $  and 
the  Duke  did  abfolutely  difown  any  fuch  thing  i 
and  told  me  he  never  did  give  him  any  encourage*^ 
nent  to  proceed  that  way,  becaufe  the  countries 
were  not  in  a  difpofition  for  adion,  nor  could 
be  put  in  readinefs  at  that  time :  fays  my  Lord 
Sbaftibury,  it  is  falfe  i  they  are  afraid  to  own  it^ 
And,  fays  be,  I  have  reafon  to  believe,  there 
is  ibme  artificial  bargain  between  his  father  and 
him,  to  fave  one  another;  for  when  I  have 
brought  him  to  aflion,  I  could  never  get  him  to 
put  on,  and  therefore  I  fufpefl  him :  and,  fays  he, 
feveral  honeft  men  in  the  city  have  puzzled  me 
in  afking  how  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  lived : 
fays  be,  tbey  puzzled  me,  and  I  coutd  not  anfwer 
the  queftion ;  for  I  know  he  muft  have  his  living 
from  the  King ;  and,  fays  he,  we  have  diflPerent 
profpeds :  we  are  for  'a  commonwealth,  and  he 
had  no  other  defign  but  his  own  perfonal  interefi, 
and  that  will  not  go  down  with  my  people  now 
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(fo  he  called  them);  they  are  all  for  a  commpn- 
wealth :  and  then,  fays  he,-  it  is  to  no  purpofe 
for  me  to  fee  him ;  it  will  but  widen  the  breach, 
and  I  dare  not  truft  him  to  come  hither.  Says  I, 
iny  Lord,  that's  a  good  one  indeed— dare  not 
you  truft  him,  and  yet  do  you  fend  me  to  him  on 
this  errand  ?  Nay,  fays  he,  it  is  becaufe  we  have 
had  fome  mifunderftanding  of  late ;  but  I  believe 
he  is  true  enough  to  the  intereft.  Says  I,  it  is  a 
great  unhappinefs  to  take  this  t\mt  to  fall  out ; 
and  I  think  it  is  fo  great  a  defign,  that  it  ought 
to  be  undertaken  with  the  gteateft  ftrength  and 
coalition  in  the  kingdom.  Says  he,  my  friends 
are  now  gone  fo  far,  that  they  cannot  pull  their 
foot  back  again  without  going  further ;  for,  fays 
he,  it  hath  been  communicated  to  fo  many,  t^at 
it  is  impoilible  to  keep  it  from  taking  air,  and  it 
muft  go  on.  Says  he,  we  are  not  fo  unprovided 
as  you  think  for ;  there  are  fo  many  men,  that  you 
will  find  as  brifk  men  as  any  in  England.  Be« 
fides,  we  are  to  have  lOOO  or  1500  horfe,  that 
are  to  be  drawn  by  infenfible  parties  into  town, 
that  when  the  infurre£iion  is,  (hall  be  able  to 
fcour  the  ftreets,  and  hinder  them  from  forming 
their  forces  againft  us.  My  Lord,  after  great  en- 
largement upon  this  head,  and  heads  of  the  like  na- 
ture, I  told  him  I  would  not  leave  him  thus, 
and  that  nothing  fhould  fatisfy  me,  but  an  inter- 
view between  him  and  the  Lords:  no,  I  could 
not  obtain  it :  but  if  I  woul4  go  2und  tell  th^em 
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what  a  forwardnefs  he  was  in,  and  that,  if  they 
would  do  themfelves  right,  by  putting  themfelvcs 
upon  correfpondent  aftion  in  their  refpeftive 
places,  and  where  their  intereft  lay,  well ;  other- 
wife  he  would  go  away  without  them :  So  I  went 
again  to  the  Duke  of  Monmouth.  I  fpake  to 
him  only  (I  never  fpake  to  .my  Lord  Ruffell 
then,  only  we  were  together;  but  I  had  never 
come  to  any  clofe  conjunftion  of  couhfels  in  my 
life  with  him  at  that  time).  Says  I  to  the  Duke, 
this  man  is  mad,  and  his  madnefs  will  prove  fatal 
to  us  all ;  he  hath  been  in  a  fright  by  being  in 
the  Tower,  and  carries  thofe  fears  about  him,  that 
cloud  his  underftanding:,I  think  his  judgment 
hath  defcrted  him,  when  he  goes  about  with  thofe 
ftrange  fanguine  hopes,  that  I  cannot  fee  what 
Jhould  fupport  him  in  the  ground  of  them.  There- 
fore, fays  I,  pray  will  you  give  him  a  meeting. 
God-fo,  fays  the  Duke,  with  all  my  heart,  and  I 
defire  nothing  more.  Now,  I  told  him,  I  had 
been  with  my  Lord  Shaftfbury,  with  other  en- 
largemenu  that  I  need  not  trouble  your  Lord- 
fliip  with.  Well,  fays  he,  pray  go  to  him,  and 
try  if  poffible  to  get  a  meeting.  So  I  went  to 
him,  and  told  him : — Says  I,  this  is  a  great  un- 
happinefs,  and  it  feems  to  be  a  great  abfurdity, 
that  you  are  fo  forward  to  aft  alone  in  fuch  a 
thing  as  this.  Pray,  fays  I,  without  any  more  to 
do,  finceyou  have  this  confidence  to  fend  for 
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me,  let  me  prevail  with  you  to  meet  them,  and 
give  them  an  interview,  or  elfe  you  and  I  muft  ' 
break.  I  will  no  longer  hoM  any  correfpon-* 
dence,  unlefs  it  be  fo.  Says  he,  I  tell  you  they 
will  betray  me.  In  Ihort,  he  did,  with  much  inw 
portunity,  yield,  that  he  would  come  oat  the  next 
night  in  a  difguife.  By  this  time  it  was  Saturdays 
1  take  it  to  be  the  6th  of  Odober ;  an  almanack 
wiU  fetde  that :  fo  the  next  night,  being  Sunday^ 
and  the  fhops  fhut,  he  would  come  out  in  a  coiw 
cealment,  be  carried  in  a  coach,  and  brought  to 
his  own  houfe,  which  he  thought  then  was  fafeft* 
I  came  and  gave  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  an  ac- 
count of  it:  the  Duke,  I  fuppofe,  ccMiveyed  the 
fame  onderftanding  to  my  Lord  Rufiell ;  and,  I 
fuppofC)  both  would  have  been  there  accordingly, 
to  have  given  the  meeting;  but  next  morning  I 
found  Colonel  Rumfey  had  left  a  note  at  my 
houfe,  that  the  meeting  could  not  be  that  day. 
Then  I  went  to  the  Duke  of  Monmouth,  and  he 
had  had  the  account  before,  that  my  Lord  Shaft£- 
bury  did  apprehend  himfelf  to  be  in  ibme  danger 
in  that  houfe,  and  that  the  apprehenfion  had  oc 
cafioned  him  to  remove ;  but  we  flionld  be  fure 
to  hear  from  him  in  two  or  three  days.  We  took 
it  as  a  waver,  and  thought  he  did  from  thence  in. 
tend  to  abfcond  himfelf  from  us,  and  it  proved 
fo  to  me,  for  from  that  time  I  never  faw  him* 
But  Captain  Walcot  came  to  me,  and  told  me 
that  he  was  withdrawn,  but  it  was  for  fear  his  lodg* 
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ing  might  be  difcovercd,  but  he  did  not  doubt 
but  in  a  week  he  would  let  me  know  where  his. 
lodging  was:  but  told  me  within  fuch  a  time». 
which  I  think  was  eight  or  ten  days,  there  would 
be  a  rifing ;  and  I  told  the  Duke  of  Monmouth^ 
ftnd  I  believe  he  told  my  Lord  Ruflell;  and  we 
believed  his  frenzy  was  now  grown  to  that 
faeighth,  that  he  would  rife  immediately,  and  put 
his  defign  in  execution ;  fo  we  endeavoured  to 
prevent  it.  Upon  which  my  Lord  Ruffell  (I  was 
told)  and  the  Duke  of  Monmouth,  did  force  their 
way  to  my  Lord  Shaftfbury^s^  and  did  perfuadc. 
him  to  pot  off  the  day  of  rendezvous.  I  had  not 
thi$  from  my  Lord  Ruflell,  for  I  had  not  fpoke  a^ 
word  to  him;  but  the  Duke  told  me  my  Lord 
Ruflell  had  been  with  him  (I  had  indeed  an  inti^ 
mation  that  he  had  been  with  him),  but  the  Duke, 
told  me,  fays  he,  I  have  not  been  with  him,  but 
my  Lord  Ruffell  was,  having  been  conveyed  by 
Colonel  Rumfey.  After  this  day  was  put  off,  it 
fcems  it  was  put  off  with  this  condition,  that  thofe 
Lofds,  and  divers  others,  (hould  be  in  readinefs 
to  raife  the  country  about  that  day  fortnight,  or 
thereaboois;  finr  there  was  not  a  fortnight's  time 
given :  and,  fays  the  Duke  of  Monmouth^  we 
have  put  it  off  ^  but  now  we  muft  be  in  affion^ 
§ot  there  is  no  holding  tt  off  any  Icxiger.  And» 
feys  he,  ]  have  been  at  Ws^pping  aU  night,  and  I 
-never  faw  a  company  of  bolder  and  briiker  fel* 
lows  in  my  bfe :  and,  lays  he,  1  have  been  round 
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the  Tower,  and  feen  the  avenues  of  it ;  and  I  do 
not  think  it  will  be  hard,  in  a  little  time,  to  poF- 
fefs  ourfelves  of  it :  but,  fays  he,  they  are  in  the 
wrong  way,  yet  we  are  engaged  to  be  ready  for 
them  in  a  fortnight,  and  therefore,  fays  he,  now 
we  muft  apply  ourfelves  to  it  as  well  as  We  can. 
And  thereupon  I  believe  they  did  fend  into  the 
country ;  and  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  told  me, 
he  fpake  to  Mr.  Trenchard,  who  was  to  take  par- 
ticular care  of  Sbmerfetfliire,  with  this  circum-- 
fiance:  fays  he,  I  thought  Mr.  Trenchard  had 
been  a  brifker  fellow ;  for  when  I  had  toTd  him 
of  it,  he  looked  fo  pale,  I  thought  he  would  have 
fwooned,  when  I  brought  him  to  the  brink  of 
aBion ;  and,  faid  I,  pray  go  and  do  what  you 
can  among  your  acquaintance;  and  truly,  I 
thought  it  would  have  come  then  to  a£lion.  But 
I  went  the  next  day  to  him,  and  he  faid  it  was 
impofiible ;  they  could  not  get  the  Gentlemen  of 
the  CQuntry  to  ftir  yet. 

X.  RuJfelL  My  Lord,  I  think  I  have  very 
hard  meafure ;  here  is  a  great  deal  of  evidence 
by  hearfay. 

L.  C.  J.  This  is  nothing  againft  you,.  I  de- 
clare it  to  the  jury. 

Mr.  At.  Gen,  If  it  pleafe  you,  my  Lord,  go 
on  in  the  method  of  time.  This  is  nothing 
againft  you,  but  its  coming  to  you,  if  your  Lord* 
fliip  will  have  patience,  I  aflure  you. 

L.  Howard.     This  is  juft  in  the  order  it  was 

done. 
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^ne.     When  this  was  put  ofF,  then  they  wefe 
in  a  great  hurry;  and  Captain  Walcot  had  been 
feveral  times  with  me,  and  difcourfed  of  it.    But 
upon  this  difappointment,  they  faid  it  fhould  be 
the  difhonour  of  the  Lords,  that  they  were  back- 
ward to  perform  their  parts ;  but  ftill  they  were 
refolved  to  go  on.     And  this  had  carried  it  to 
the  latter  end  of  Oftober.     About  the  17th  or 
i8th>  Captain  Walcot  came  to  me,  and  told  me^ 
now  they  were  refolved  pofitively  to  rife,  and 
did  believe  that  a  fmart  party  might  perhaps  meet 
with  fdme  great  men.      Thereupon  I  told  the 
Duke  of  it ;  I  met  him  in  the  ftreet,  and  went 
out  of  my  own  coach  into  his,  and  told  him» 
that  there  was  fome  dark  intimation,  as  if  there 
might  be  fome  attempt  upon  the  King's  perfon ; 
with  that  he  ftruck  his  breaft  with  great  emotion 
of  fpirit,  and  laid,  God-fo,  kill  the  King!  I  will 
never  fufFer  that.     Then  he  went  to  the  Play- 
houfe  to  find  Sir  Thomas  Armftrong,  and  fend 
him  up  and  down  the  city  to  put  it  off,  as  they 
did  formerly;  and  it  was  done  with  that  fuccefs, 
that  we  were  all  quieted  in  our  minds,  that  at 
that  time  nothing  would  be  done :  but  upon  the 
day  the  King  came  from  Newmarket,  we  dined 
together :  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  was  one ;  and 
there  we  had  a  notion  conveyed  among  us,  that 
fome  bold  a&ion  (hould  be  done  that  day ;  which 
comparing  it  with  the  King's  coming,  we  con- 
cluded it  was  defigned  upon  the  King.     And  1 
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remember  my  Lord  Grey»  fays  he,  by  God  if 
they  do  attempt  any  fuch  tbbg,  it  cannot  fail. 
We  were  in  great  anxiety  of  mind,  till  we  heard 
the  King's  coach  was  coming,  and  Sir  Thomaa 
Armftrong  not  being  there^  we  apprehended  that 
he  was  to  be  one  of  the  party  (for  be  was  not 
there).  This  failing,  it  was  dien  next  detemrined 
(which  was  the  laft  alarum  and  news  I  had  of  it) 
to  be  done  upon  the  1 7th  of  November,  the 
inniverfary  of  Queen  Elizabeth :  and  I  remem* 
ber  it  by  this  remark  I  made  myfelf^  that  I  feared 
it  had  been  difcovered,  becaufe  I  £aw  a  procla« 
mation  a  littk  before,  forbidding  public  bonfires 
without  leave  of  my  Lord  Mayor.  It  made 
fome  impreffions  upon  me,  that  I  thought  they 
had  got  an  intimation  of  our  intention,  and  had 
therefore  forbid  that  meeting.  ThiS|  therefore^ 
of  the  17th  of  Novanber  being  alfo  dilappoiimed^ 
and  my  Lord  Shafdbury  being  told  things  were 
tiot  ripe  in  the  country,  took  Slipping  and  got 
away ;  and  from  that  time  I  heard  tio  more  of 
him,  till  I  heard  he  was  dead«  Now,  Sir,  after 
this  we  all  began  to  lie  under  the  fatne  fenfe 
and  apprehenfions  that  my  Lord  Sha£t{bury  did, 
that  we  had  gone  fo  far,  and  communicated  it  to 
fo  many,  that  it  was  unfafe  to  make  a  retreat ;  and 
this  being  confidered,  it  was  alfo  confidered,  that 
fo  great  an  affair  as  that  was,  confiftin^  of  fuch 
infinite  particulars,  to  be  managed  with  fo  much 
finenefs,  smd  to  have  fo.maDy  parts,  it  would  be 

neceflary 


LORD  WILLIAM  RUSSELl^  cxi 

neceflary  that  there  fhould  be  fome  general  comi^. 
cilj  that  (hould  take  upon  them  the  care  of  the 
whole.  Upon  thefe  thoughts  we  rcfolved  to  ereft 
a  litde  cabal  among  ourfelves^  which  did  confift 
of  fix  perfons;  and  the  perfons  were,  the  Duke 
of  Monmouth,  my  Lord  of  Effex,  my  Lord  Ruf* 
^li,  Mr.  Hambden,  jun*  Al^ernoon  Sydney,  and 
myfelf. 

Mr.  AU  Cen.  About  what  time  was  this^ 
when  you  fetded  this  council  ? 

X.  Howard.  It  would  have  been  proper  for 
me  in  the  next  place  to  tell  you  that,  and  I  was 
coming  to  it.  This  was  about  the  middle  of 
January  laft  (as  near  as  I  can  remember),  for 
about  that  time  we  did  meet  at  Mr.  Hampden's 
boufe. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.    Name  thofe  that  met, 

L.  Howard.  All  the  perfons  I  named  before : 
that  was,  the  Duke  of  Monmouth,  my  Lord  Eflex^ 
my  Lord  Ruflell,  Colonel  Sydney,  Mr.  Hamb^ 
den,  jun.  and  myfelf.  When  we  met  there.  It 
was  prefently  agreed  what  their  proper  province 
was,  which  was  to  have  a  care  of  the  whole :  and 
dierefore  it  was  neceflary  fome  general  things 
Ihould  fall  under  our  care  and  condufk,  which 
could  not  poffibly  be  conduBed  by  individual 
perfons.  The  things  that  did  principally  chal- 
lenge this  care,  we  thought  were  thefe ;  whether 
the  infurre€Hon  was  moft  proper  to  be  begun  in 
London^  or  in  the  country^  or  both  at  one  in« 

ftant. 
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ftanu  lliis  ftood  upon  fereral  different  reafons  i 
it  was  faid  in  the  country;  and  I  remember  the 
Duke  of  Monmouth  infilled  upon  it,  that  it  was 
impoffible  to  oppofe  a  formed,  well  methodized^ 
and  governed  force,  with  a  rabble  haflily  got  to- 
gether; and  therefore  whatever  numbers  could 
be  gathered  in  the  city,  would  be  fuppreffed 
quickly  before  they  could  form  themfel ves :  there^ 
fore  it  would  be  better  to  begin  it  at  fuch  a  dif- 
tance  from  the  town,  where  they  might  have  an 
opportunity  of  forming  themfclves,  and  would 
not  be  fubjeft  to  the  like  panic  fear,  as  in  the 
town,  where  half  an  hour  would  convey  the  news 
to  thofe  forces,  that  in  another  half  hour  would 
be  ready  to  fupprefs  them. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.  Was  this  determined  among 
you  all? 

L.  Howard.  In  this  manner  that  I  tell  you^ 
why  it  was  neceffary  to  be  done  at  fome  reafon- 
able  diflance  from  the  town.  And  from  thence 
it  was  like  wife  confidered,  that  the  being  fo  re- 
mote from  the  town,  it  would  put  the  King  upoi> 
this  dilemma.  Chat  either  the  King  would  fend 
his  forces  to  fubdue  them,  or  not ;  if  he  did,  he 
mufl  leave  the  city  naked,  who  being  proxim  difn 
pojttioni  to  adion,  it  would  give  them  occafion  to 
rife,  and  come  upon  the  back  of  the  King's  forces; 
if  he  did  not  fend,  it  would  give  them  time  tQ 
form  their  number,  and  be  better  ordered. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.     My  Lord^  we  do  not  defire  all 
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your  difcourfe  and  debates ;  what  was  your  other 
general  thing? 

£.  Howard.  The  other  was,  what  countries 
and  towns  were  the  fitted  and  moft  difpofed  to 
aQion :  and  the  third,  what  arms  were  necciTary 
to  be  got,  and  how  to  be  difpofed:  and  a  fourth 
{which  fhould  have  been  indeed  firll  in  conlidera-^ 
tion)  propounded  by  the  Duke  of  Monmouth, 
that  it  would  be  abfolutely  necelTary  to  have  fome 
tommon  bank  of  25  or  30,0001.  to  anfwer  the 
occafions  of  fuch  an  undertaking.  Nothing  was 
done,  but  thefe  things  were  offered  then  to  our 
confideration,  and  we  were  to  bring  in  our  united 
advice  concerning  them.  But  the  laft  and  greateft 
was,  how  we  might  fo  order  it,  as  to  draw  Scot^ 
land  into  a  confcnt  with  us,  for  we  thought  it 
neceflary  that  all  the  diverfion  fhould  be  given. 
This  was  the  laft. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.     Had  yon  any  other  meetings? 
L.  Howard.     We  had,  about  ten  days  after 
this  at  my  Lord  Ruffell's. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.     The  fame  perfons? 
L.  Howard.     Every  one  of  the  fame  perfons 
then  meeting. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.  What  debate  had  you  there  ? 
L.  Howard.  Then  it  was  fo  far  as  we  came  to 
a  refolution  :-^That  fome  perfons  fhould  be  fent 
to  my  Lord  Argyle,  to  fettle  an  underftanding 
with  him,  and  that  fome  meflengers  fhould  be 
diipatched  into  Scotland,  that  fhould  invite  fome 
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perfons  hither,  that  were  judged  moil  able  to  un- 
derfiand  the  eftate  of  Scotland,  and  give  an  ac-- 
count  of  it :  the  perfons  agreed  on  were  Sir  John 
Cockram,  my  Lord  Melvile,  and  another,  whofe 
name  I  have  fince  been  told,  upon  my  defcrip- 
tion.  Sir  Cambell.     For  this  purpofe  we  did 

order  a  perfon  fhould  be  thought  on  that  was  fit — 

Mr.  At,  Gen.  Do  you  know  who  was  fent, 
and  what  was  done  upon  this  refolution  ? 

L.  Howard.  I  have  heard  (never  faw  him  in 
fix  months  before)  that  Aaron  Smith  was  fent. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.  Who  was  entrufted  to.  take  care 
of  that  bufinefs. 

L.  Howard.     Colonel  Sydney.     We,  in  dit- 
courfe,  did  agree  to  refer  it  to  Colonel  Sydney, 
to  have  the  care  of  fending  a  perfon. 
.   Mr.  At.  Gen.     Who  acquainted  you  Aaron 
Smith  wa9  fent? 

L.  Howard.  Colonel  Sydney  told  me  he  had 
fent  him,  and  given  him  fixty  guineas  for  his 
journey. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.     What  more  meetings  had  you  ? 

L.  Howard.  We  did  then  confider  that  thefe 
meetings  might  have  occafioned  fome  obfervation 
upon  us,  and  agreed  not  to  meet  again  till  the 
return  of  that  meffenger.  Mc  was  gone,  I  be-r 
lieve,  near  a  month  before  we  heard  any  thing  of 
him,  which  we  wondered  at,  and  feared  fome 
mifcarriage;  but  if  his  letter  had  mifcarricd,  it 
could  have  done  no  great  hurt,  for  it  carried  only 
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a  kind  of  cant  in  it;  it  was  under  the  difguife  of  a 
plantation  in  Carolina. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.     You  are  fure  my  Lord  Ruflell 
was  there  ? 

X.  Howard.    Yes,  Sir,  I  wifli  I  could  fay  he 
was  not. 

Mr.  At.  Gtn,     Did  he  fit  there  as  a  cypher? 
What  did  my  Lord  fay? 

L.  Howard.  Every  one  knows  my  Lord  Ruf- 
fell  is  a  perfon  of  great  judgment,  and  not  very 
lavifli  in  difcourfe. 
Mr.  Serj.  Jeffiries.  But  he  did  confent? 
L.  Howard.  We  did  not  put  it  to  the  vote, 
btit  it  went  without  contradi3ion,  and  I  took  it 
that  all  there  gave  their  confent. 

Mr.  Sol.  Gen.  The  raifing  of  money  you  fpeak 
of,  was  that  put  into  any  way  ? 

L.  Howard.  No,  but  every  man  was  to  put 
themfelves  upon  thinking  of  fuch  a  way,  that 
money  might  be  coUefted  without  adminiftering 
jealoufy. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.  Were  there  no  perfons  to  un- 
dertake for  a  fund? 

X.  Howard.  No,  I  think  not.  However  it 
was  but  opinion,  the  thing  that  was  faid,  was  jo- 
cofely,  rather  than  any  thing  elfe,  that  my  Lord 
of  Efiex  had  dealing  in  money,  and  therefore  he 
was  thought  the  moft  proper  perfon  to  take  the 
care  of  thofe  things;  but  this  was  faid  rather  by 
way  of  mirth  than  otherwife. 

Id  Mr 
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Mr.  At.  Gen.  What  do  you  know  elfe,  vxf 
Lord? 

L.  Howdrd.  I  was  going  to  tell  you;  I  am 
now  at  a  full  Hop.  For  it  was  fix  weeks  or  more 
before  Smith's  return,  and  then  drew  on  the  time 
that  it  was  neceflary  for  me  to  go  into  Effex, 
where  I  had  a  fmall  concern;  there  I  ftaid  about 
three  weeks ;  when  I  came  back  I  was  informed 
that  he  was  returned,  and  Sir  John  Cockram  was 
alfo  come  to  town. 

L.  C.  jf.     Did  you  meet  after  this? 

L.  Howard.  No,  my  Lord,  I  tell  you,  that 
I  was  forced  to  go  three  weeks  upon  the  ac- 
count of  my  eftate,  and  afterwards  I  was  neceffi-< 
tated  to  go  to  the  bath,  where  I  fpent  fiv^  weeks, 
and  the  time  of  coming  from  the  bath  to  this  time 
is  five  weeks  more ;  fo  that  all  this  time  hath  been 
a  perfefl  parenthefis  to  me,  ajnd  more  than  this  I 
know  not. 

L.  C.  Jf.  My  Lord  Ruffell,  now,  if  your 
Lordfliip  pleafes,  is  the  time  for  you  to  aik  him 
any  queftions. 

L.  Rujfcll.  The  moft  he  hath  faid  of  me,  my 
Lord,  is  only  hear-fay ;  the  two  times  we  met» 
it  was  upon  no  formed  d^figOj  only  to  talk  of 
news  and  talk  of  things  in  general. 

L.  C.  J.  But  I  will  tell  you  what  it  is  he 
teftifies,  that  comes  neareil  your  Lordfiiip,^  that 
fo  you  may  confider  of  it,  if  you  will  aCk  any 
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i|ueftions.  He  fayg,  after  my  Lord  Shaftfbury 
iffcnt  off  (all  before  is  but  inducement  as  to 
any  thing  that  concerns  your  Lordfliip,  and  does 
not  particularly  touch  you)  after  his  going  away^ 
he  fays  the  party  concerned  with  my  Lord  Shaftf- 
bury did  think  fit  to  make  choice  of  fix  per- 
fons  to  carry  on  the  defign  of  an  infurreftion,  or 
rifing  as  he  calls  it^  in  the  kingdom;  and  that  to 
that  purpofe  choice  was  made  bf  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth,  my  Lord  of  Effex,  your  Lordfhip, 
my  Lord  Howard,  Colonel  Sidney,  and  Mr. 
Hampden. 

L.  Ruffill.  Pray,  my  Lord,  not  to  interrupt 
you,  by  what  party  (I  know  iio  party)  were  they 
chofen? 

Z.  Howard.  It  is  very  true;  we  we  were  not 
i^hofen  by  community,  but  did  ereft  ourfelves, 
l>y  mutual  agreement,  one  with  another' into  this 
fociety. 

L.  Rujfcll.  Wc  were  people  that  did  meet 
very  often. 

L.  C.  J.    Will  your  Lordfliip  pleafe  to  have 
any  other  queftions  alked  of  my  Lord  Howard  ? 
L.  Rujfetl.     He  fays  it  was  a  formed  defign, 
vhen  we  met  about  no  fuch  thing. 

i.  C.  J.  He  fays  that  you  did  confult  among 
yourfelvto,  about  the  rifing  of  men,  and  where 
the  rifing  ihould  firft  be,  whether  in  the  city  of 
jLondon,  or  in  more  foreign  parts,  that  you  had 
feveral  debates  concerning  it;   he  docs  make 
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mention  of  fome  of  the  Duke  of  Monmouth*s  ar- 
guments for  its  being  formed  in  places  from  the 
city ;  he  fays  you  did  all  agree  not  to  do  any 
thing  further  in  it,  till  you  had  confidered  how 
to  raife  money  and  arms :  and  to  engage  the 
kingdom  of  Scotland  in  this  bufinefs  with  you ; 
that  it  was  agreed  among  you,  that  a  meffenger 
{hould  be  fent  into  the  kingdom  of  Scotland. 
Thus  far  he  goes  upon  his  own  knowledge,  as  he 
faith  ;  what  he  fays  after,  of  fending  a  meffenger, 
is  by  report  only. 

Mr,  At.  Gen.     I  beg  your  pardon,  my  Lord. 

Z.  C.  J.  .  It  is  fo ;  that  which  he  heard  con- 
cerning the  fending  of  Aaron  Smith. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.  Will  you  a(k  him  any  quef- 
tions  ? 

L.  Rujfell.  We  met,  but  there  was  no  debate 
of  any  fuch  thing,  nor  putting  any  thing  in  me- 
thod. But  my  Lord  Howard  is  a  man  that  hath 
a  voluble  tongue,  talks  very  well,  and  is  full  of 
difcourfe,  and  we  were  delighted  to  hear  him# 

Mr.  At.  Gen.  I  think  your  Lordlhip  did  men- 
tion the  Cambells  ? 

L.  Howard.  I  did  ftammer  it  out,  but  not 
without  a  parenthefis ;  it  was  a  perfon  of  the  alli- 
ance ;  and  I  thought  of  the  name  of  the  Argyles. 

L.  RuffelL  I  delire  your  Lordfhip  to  take 
notice,  that  none  of  thefe  men  I  ever  faw ;  my 
Lord  Melyile  I  have  fecn,  but  not  upon  this 
account* 
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Mr.  Atterbury  fwom. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.  Aaron  Smith  did  go^  and  Cam-, 
bell  he  went  for  is  here  taken : — ^this  is  the  mef- 
fenger.  Pray  what  do  you  know  of  the  appre- 
hending of  the  Cambells? 

Mr.  Atterbury.  If  it  pleafe  your  Lordlhip,  I 
did  not  apprehend  Sir  Hugh  Cambell  myfelf,  but 
he  is  now  in  my  cuftody :  he  was  making  his 
efcape  out  of  a  wood-monger's  houfe,  both  he 
and  his  fon. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.  How  long  did  he  own  he  had 
been  at  London  ? 

Mr.  Atterbury.  Four  days,  and  that  in  that 
time  he  had  been  at  their  lodgings ;  and  that  he 
and  his  fon,  and  one  Bailey,  came  to  town  to- 
gether. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.  My  Lord,  we  fhall,  befides  this, 
(now  we  have  fixed  this  upon  my  Lord)  give  you 
an  account,  that  thefe  perfons  that  were  to  rife, 
always  took  them  as  their  paymafters,  and  ex- 
pe6ted  their  afliftance.  Mr.  Weft,  Mr.  Keeling, 
and  Mr.  Leigh. 

Mr.  Weft  fworn. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.  That  which  I  call  you  to,  is  to 
know  whether  or  no,  in  your  managery  of  this 
plot,  you  underftood  any  of  the  Lords  were  con- 
cerned, and  which  ? 

Mr.  Wejl.  My  Lord,  as  to  my  Lord  Ruffell, 
I  never  had  any  converfation  with  him  at  all,  but 

I  4  that 


cxx  TRIAL    or 

that  I  have  heard  this^  thai  in  the  infurreflian  in 
November,  Mr.  Fergufon  and  Col.  Rumfey  did 
tell  me  that  my  Lord  Ruffell  intended  to  ga 
down  and  take  his  poft  in  the  weft^  when  Mr^^ 
Trenchard  had  failed  them.    : 

L.C.J.     What  is  this? 

Mr.  At.  Gen.  We  have  proved  my  Lord  privy 
to  the  oonfults,  now  we  go  about  to  prove  the 
under-aflors  did  know  iu 

Mr.  Weft.  They  always  faid  my  Lord  Ruflell 
vas  the  man  they  moft  depended  ypon^  becaufe 
he  was  a  perfon  looked  upon  as  of  great  fobriety. 
,  L.  RuffclL  Can  I  hinder  people  from  making 
ufe  of  my  name  ?  To  have  this  brought  to  in-, 
fluence  the  Gendemen  of  the  Jury,  and  inflame 
them  againft  me,  is  hard. 

L.  C.  J.  As  to  this,  die  giving  evidence  by 
hearlay,  will  not  be  evidence  ;  what  Col.  Rumfey 
or  Mr.  Fergufon  told  Mr.  Weft,  is  no  evidence. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.  It  is  not  evidence  to  convid  a 
man,  if  there  were  not  plain  evidence  before,  but 
it  plainly  confirms  what  the  other  fwears.  But  I 
think  we  need  no  more. 

Mr.  Serj.  Jefferies.  We  have  evidence  with- 
out it,  and  will  not  ufe  any  thing  of  garniture  ; 
wc  will  leave  it  as  it  is— we  won't  trouble  yout 
Lordlhip  any  further.  I  think,  Mr.  Attorney^^ 
yit,  have  done  with  our  evidence. 

L.  C.  jf.  My  Lord  Ruffell,  the  King's  Coun« 
fel  do  think  to  reft  upon  this  evidence  that  they: 
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have  given  againft  your  Lordfliip.  I  would  put 
your  LordOiip  in  mind  of  thofe  things  that  are 
material  in  this  cafe,  and  proved  againft  your 
LordOiip :  here  is  Colonel  Rumfey  does  prove 
againft  your  Lordftiip  this: — That  he  was  fent  upon 
an  errand,  which  in  truth  was  traiterous :  it  was  a 
traiterous  errand  fent  from  my  Lord  Shaftfbury  by 
him  to  that  meeting.  He  does  fwear  your  Lord- 
fliip was  at  that  meeting,  and  he  delivered  his 
errand  to  them,  which  was  to  know  what  account 
could  be  given  concerning  the  defign  of  the  in- 
furreftion  at  Taunton ;  and  he  fays,  your  Lord- 
fliip being  there,  this  return  was  made.  That  Mn 
Trenchard  had  failed  them  in  his  undertaking  iq 
the  bufinefs,  and  therefore  my  Lord  Shaftfbury 
mud  be  contented,  and  fit  down  fatisfied  as  to 
that  time.  Mr.  Shephard  does  likewife  fpeak  of 
the  fame  time  that  your  Lordfhip  was  there  with 
the  reft  of  the  perfons,  the  Duke  and  others ;  that 
there  was  a  difcourfe  concerning  an  infurreftion 
to  have  been  madq  (tjiough  he  is  not  fo  particular, 
as  to  the  very  notion  of  it,  as  Colonel  Rumfey  is) 
as  to  the  time  they  do  agree. 

Z.  RuffclL  Col.  Rumfey  is  not  pofitive  that  I 
faid  or  heard  any  thing. 

L.  C.  J.  My  Lord,  if  you  will  have  a  little 
patience  to  hear  me,  I  will  tell  you  what  it  i9 
preffes  you :  there  is  this  which  I  have  mentioned; 
and  Mr.  Shephard  does  fay,  there  was  a  paper, 
puiporting  a  declaration^  then  read  among  the 
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company  there,  which  was  to  be  printed  upon  the 
riling,  fetting  forth  the  oppreffions  and  grievances 
of  the  nation :  and  then  my  Lord  Howard  (after 
a  great  difcourfe  concerning  the  many  defigns  of 
my  Lord  Shaftfbury)  comes  particularly  to  your 
Lordfhip,  and  fays,  that  fix  of  you  as  a  chofen 
council  among  yourfelves  (not  that  you  were  ac- 
tually chofen,  but  as  a  chofen  council  among 
yourfelves)  did  undertake  to  manage  the  great 
matter  of  the  infurrefiion,  and  raifing  of  men  in 
order  to  furprize  the  King's  guards,  and  for  to 
rile  (which  is  a  rebellion  in  the  nation).  He  fays 
that  you  had  feveral  confuUs  concerning  it.  I 
told  you  the  feveral  particulars  of  thofe  confults 
he  mentioned :  now  it  is  fit  for  your  Lordihip, 
and  it  is  your  time  to  give  fome  anfwer  to  thefe 
things. 

L.  RuffelU  My  Lord,  I  cannot  but  think  ray- 
felf  mighty  unfortunate  to  Hand  here  charged 
with  fo  high  and  heinous  a  crime,  and  diat  intri- 
cated  and  intermixed  with  the  trcafons  and  hor- 
rid praQices  and  fpceches  of  other  people,  the 
King's  Counfel  taking  all  advantages,  and  im- 
pro\nng  and  heightening  things  againft  me.  I  am 
no  lawyer,  a  very  unready  fpeaker,  and,  alto- 
gether, a  ftranger  to  things  of  this  nature,  and 
alone,  and  without  counfel.  Truly,  my  Lord, 
I  am  very  fenfible  I  am  not  fo  provided  to  make 
my  juft  defence  as  othefwife  I  (hould  do.  But, 
jny  Lord,  you  arq  equal^  and  the  Gentlemen  of 
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the  Jury,  I  think,  are  men  of  confciences ;  they 
are  ftrangers  to  me,  and  I  hope  they  value  inno- 
cent blood,  and  will  confider  the  witneffcs  that 
fwear  againft  me,  fwear  to  fave  their  own  lives  j 
for  howfoever  legal  witneffes  they  may  be  ac- 
counted, they  cannot  be  credible.  And  for  Coh 
Rumfey,  who  it  is  notorioufly  known  hath  been 
fo  highly  obliged  by  the  King  and  the  Duke,  for 
him  to  be  capable  of  fuch  a  defign  of  murdering 
the  King,  I  think  no  body  will  wonder,  if  to 
fave  his  own  life,  he  will  endeavour  to  take  aWay 
mine;  neither  does  he  fwear  enough  to  do  it. 
Aod  then  if  he  did,  the  time,  by  the  13th  of  this 
King,  is  elapfed ;  it  muft  be,  as  I  underftand  by 
tlic  law,  profecuted  within  fix  months;  and  by 
the  25  Ed.  IIL  a  defign  of  levying  war  is  no 
treafon,  unlefs  by  fome  ovcrt-aft  it  appear.  And, 
my  Lord,  I  defire  to  know  what  ftatute  I  am  t^ 
be  tried  upon,  for  generals,  I  think,  are  not  to 
be  gone  upon  in  thefe  cafes. 

L.  C.  J.  (To  the  Attorney  General)  Mr^ 
Attorney,  you  hear  what  it  is  my  Lord  ob- 
jefls  to  this  evidence ;  he  fays,  that  as  to  thofe 
witneifes  that  teftify  any  thing  concerning  'him, 
above  fix  months  before  he  was  profecuted,  he 
conceives  the  aft  of  parliament,  upon  which  he 
takes  himfelf  to  be  indifted,  does  not  extend  to 
it,  for  that  fays,  that  within  fix  months  there 
ought  to  have  been  a  profecution :  and  my  Lord 
tells  you^  that  he  is  adyifed,  that  a  defign  of 
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levying  war,  without  aftual  levying  of  war,  tvas 
not  treafon  before  that  ftatute. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.  To  fatisfy  my  Lord  he  is  not 
indifled  upon  that  ftatute,  we  go  upon  the  25 
Ed.  IIL  But  then  for  the  next  objeftion,  furely 
my  Lord  is  informed  wrong.  To  raife  a  rebel- 
lion, or  a  confpiracy,  within  the  kingdom,  is  it 
not  that  which  is  called  levying  of  war  in  that 
fiatute,  but  to  raife  a  nuniber  of  men,  to  break 
prifons,  &c.  which  is  not  fo  direftly  tending 
againft  the  life  of  the  King.  To  prepare  forces 
to  fight  againft  the  King,  that  is  a  defign  within 
that  ftatute  to  kill  the  King ;  and  to  defign-  to 
dcpofe  the  King,  to  imprifon  the  King,  to  raife 
the  Subjefts  againft  the  King,  thefe  have  been 
fettled  by  feveral  refolutions  to  be  within  that 
<Hatute,  and  evidences  of  a  defign  of  killing  the 
King. 

£.  RuJfclL  My  Lord,  this  is  a  matter  of  law ; 
neither  was  there  but  one  meeting  at  Mr.  Shep- 
hard's  houfe, 

Mr.  At.  Gen.  My  Lord,  if  you  admit  the 
faft,  and  will  reft  upon  the  point  of  law,  I  am 
ready  to  argue  it  with  any  of  your  counfel.  I 
will  acquaint  your  Lordfhip  how  the  evidence 
Rands.  There  is  one  evidence  fince  Chriftmas 
laft. 

L.  KuffilU  That  is  not  to  the  bufinefs  of  Shep^ 
hard's  houfe.  My  Lord,  one  witncfs  Will  not 
tbitvia  a  man  of  treafon. 
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Mr,  At.  Gen*  If  there  be  one  witnefs  of  one 
ad  of  treafon,  and  another  of  a  fecond^  another 
of  a  third,  that  manifeft  the  fame  treafon  to  depofe 
or  deftroy  the  King,  that  will  be  fufficient. 

L.  C.  jT.  My  Lordj  that  has  been  refolvedi 
the  two  witneffes  the  ftatute  requires  are  not  to 
the  fame  individual  a8,  but  to  the  fame  treafon; 
if  they  be  feveral  ads,  declaring  the  fame  trean 
ibnj  and  one  witneSs  to  each  of  them,  they  have 
been  reckoned  two  witaeffes  within  the  ftatute  of 
Edward  III. 

Mr.  Serj.  Jefferies^  Xf  my  Lord  will  call  hij 
witnefis 

L,  RffffclL    This  is  tacking  of  iwo  trealbfis  to^  ^ 
getb^r ;  here  is  oiie  in  November  by  one  witoelst 
and  then  you  bring  on  another  with  a  cUfcourfe 
of  my  Lprd  Howard^  and  he  fays  the  difcourfo 
faffed  fpr  pk^fure. 

L.  C.  J.  If  your  Lordfliip  do  doubt  whether 
the  fa&  proved  againft  your  Lordfliip  be  treafon 
or  not,  within  the  ftatute' of  £dw.  IIL  and  yoa 
are  contented  that  the  fa£i  be  taken  as  proved 
againft  your  Lordfliip,  and  fo  defire  counfei 
barely  upon  thatj  that  is  mauer  of  law,  you  ftiali 
havis  it  granted. 

Z.  Rujftll.  I  am  not  knowing  in  the  law.  I 
think  it  is  not  proved,  and  if  it  was,  I  think  it  is 
not  ponifiiable  by  diat  a£t  I  defire  counfei  may 
be  admitted  upon  fo  nice  a  point.     My  life  lie* 
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at  (lake ;  here  is  but  one  witnefs  that  fpeaks  of  a 
meflage. 

Mr.  Serj.  Jefferies.  The  faft  muft  be  left  to 
the  jury,  therefore  if  my  Lord  Ruflell  hath  any 
witnefFes  to  call  in  oppofition  to  thefe  matters,  let 
him. 

L.  C.  J.  My  Lord,  there  can  be  no  matter 
of  law  but  upon  a  fa6l  admitted  and  ftated. 

Z.  RuJfelL  My  Lord,  I  do  not  think  it 
proved ;  I  hope  you  will  be  counfel  for  me ;  it  is 
very  hard  for  me  that  my  counfel  may  not  fpeak 
for  me  in  a  point  of  law. 

L.  C.  J.  My  Lord,  to  hear  your  counfel  con- 
cerning this  faft,  that  we  cannot  do ;  it  was  never 
done,  nor  will  be  done.  If  your  Lordfliip  doubts 
whether  this  fa£l  is  treafon  or  not,  and  deGre 
your  counfel  may  be  heard  to  that,  I  will  do  it. 

L.  RuffelL  I  doubt  in  law,  and  do  not  fee  the 
faQ  is  proved  upon  me. 

Mr.  SoL  Gen.  Will  your  Lordfhip  pleafe  to 
call  any  witnefs  to  the  matter  of  faft. 

Z.  RuJfclL  It  is  very  hard  a  man  muft  lofe 
his  life  upon  hear-fay.  Colonel  Rumfey  fays  he 
brought  a  meffage,  which  I  will  fwear  I  never 
heard  nor  knew  of.  He  does  not  fay  he  fpoke 
to  me,  or  I  gave  him  any  anfwer.  Mr.  Shephard 
remembers  no  fuch  thing;  he  was  gone  to  and 
again,  here  is  but  one  witnefs,  ahd  fcven  months 
ago. 
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Mr.  At.  Gen.  My  Lord,  if  there  be  any  thing 
that  is  law,  you  (hall  have  it. 

L.  RuffelL  My  Lord,  Colonel  Rumfey,  the 
other  day,  before  the  King,  could  not  fay  that 
I  heard  it.  I  was  in  the  room,  but  I  came  in 
late ;  they  had  been  there  a  good  while ;  I  did 
not  ftay  above  a  quarter  of  an  hour  tailing  (herry 
with  Mr.  Shephard. 

I.  C.  J.  Read  the  ftatute  of  25  Edw.  IIL 
c.  2.     My  brothers  defire  to  have  it  read. 

CL  of  Cr.  •*  Whereas  divers  opinions  have 
•*  been  before  this  time,  in  what  cafe  treafon  fliall 
"  be  faid,  and  in  what  not :  the  King,  at  the  re- 
**  queftof  the  Lords  and  the  Commons,  hath  made 
**  a  declaration  in  the  manner  as  hereafter  follow-- 
«  eth : — that  is  to  fay,  when  a  man  doth  compafs 
•*  or  imagine  the  death  of  our  Lord  the  King,  or 
"  of  our  Lady  his  Queen,  or  of  their  eldeft  Son 
•*  and  Heir ;  or  if  a  man  do  violate  the  King^s 
'^  Companion,  or  the  King's  eldeft  Daughter  un» 
•*  married,  or  the  Wife  of  the  King's  eldeft  Son 
"  and  Heir ;  or  if  a  man  do  levy  war  againft  our 
'*  Lord  the  King,  in  his  realm,  or  be  adherent 
"  to  the  King's  enemies  in  his  realm,  giving  to 
"  them  aid  and  comfort  in  the  realm  or  elfe- 
"  where,  and  thereof  be  provable  attainted  of 
"  open  deed  by  people  of  their  condition.  And 
**  if  a  man  counterfeit  the  King's  great  or  privy 
^'  feal,  or  his  money :  and  if  a  man  bring  falfe 
**  money  into  this  realm,  counterfeit  to  the  money 
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''  of  England^  as  the  money  called  Lufiiburg^  or 
"  other  like  to  the  faid  money  of  Engjandj 
*<  knowing  the  money  be  falfe,  to  merchandize 
*'  or  make  payment,  in  deceit  of  our  faid  Lord 
'^^  the  Kingy  and  of  his  people :  and  if  a  man 
^  flay  the  Chancellor^  Treafurer;  or  the  King's 
**  Juftices  of  the  one  Bench  or  the  other,  Ju  Aices 
'*  in  Eyre,  or  Juftices  of  Affize,  and  all  other 
'*  Juftices*  defigned  to  hear  and  determine,  being 
*'  in  their  laces  during  their  offices.  And  it  is  to 
**  be  underftood,  that  in  the  cafes  above  rehearfed, 
^  that  ought  to  be  judged  treafon,  which  extends 
'^  to  our  Lord  the  King  and  his  Royal  Majefty.'* 

L.  Ck  J.  My  Lord,  that  which  is  urged  againft 
you  by  the  King's  Counfel,  is  this: — ^You  are 
accufed  by  the  indi£lment  of  compaffing  and  de*' 
figning  the  King's  d^ath,  and  of  endeavouFing  to 
taife  an  infurredion  in  order  to  ic ;  thai,  that  thejr 
do  fay,  is,  that  thefe  counfels  that  your  Lordihip 
hath  taken,  are  evidences  of  your  compaffing  the 
King's  death,  and  are  overloads  declaring  the 
fame ;  and  upon  that  it  is  they  vcASi  your  Lord-* 
Ihip  to  be  guilty  within  that  ftatute. 

L.  RuffiU.  It  is  a  point  of  law,  and  I  defirc^ 
counfeL 

Mr.  AL  Geit.  Admit  your  confultations,  anci* 
we  will  hear  them. 

jL.  C.  Jm  I  would  fet  your  Lordihip  righf^* 
for  probalbly  you  may  not  apprehend  the  law  in* 
this  cafe  j  if  your  coun&l  be  beard  to  this,  that 

taking 
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taking  it  thai  my  Ldrd  Ruflell  hsLs  confulted  in 
this  manner,  for  the  radfing  of  forces  within  thia 
kingdom^  and  making  an  infurre6Uon  within  thif 
kingdom^  as  Col.  Rumfey  and  my  Lord  Howard 
have  depofed,  whethet  then  this  be  treafon;  we 
can  hear  your  coUnfel  to  notbirig  elfe. 

L.  RuffelL  I  do  not  know  how  to  anfwer  to 
k.  The  |)oint  methinks  muft  be  quite  otherwife^ 
that  there  fliould  be  two  witnefles  to  one  thing  at 
the  fame  time. 

iir.  At.  Gen.  Your  Lordfhip  remembers,  in  my 
Lord  Strafibrd*s  cafe,  there  was  but  one  witnefs 
to  one  a£t  in  England^  and  another  to  another  ia 
France. 
L.  Ruffilk  It  trai  to  the  fame  point. 
Mr.  Au  G€H.  To  ^e  general  point^^^e  lop« 
^ing  points 

Mr.  Serj.  jtfferiei.  Thelre  was  not  fo  much 
Evidence  ^gainft  hini^  as  there  is  againft  your 
Lordfliip. 

L  C.  J.  My  Lord,  if  your  Lordfliip  will  fay 
any  thing,  ot  call  any  witnelfes  to  difprove  what 
either  of  thefe  gentlemen  have  faid,  we  will  hear 
your  Lordlhip  what  they  fay ;  but  if  you  cannot 
contradict  them  by  teftimony,  it  wiH  be  taken 
to  be  a  proof.  And  the  way  you  have  to  difprove 
them,  is  to  call  witneffes,  or  by  aiking  queftions^ 
whereby  it  may  appear  to  be  untrue. 

Hr.  Soi.  Cetk  If  yott  have  any  witnefles,  call 
ihem^  my  Lord. 

K  L.  Rujfdl 
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L.  RujfelU  I  do  not  think  they  have  proved  it^ 
But  then  it  appears  by  the  ftatute^  that  levying 
war  is  treafon^  but  a  confpiracy  to  levy  war  is 
no  treafon ;  if  nothing  be  done,  it  is  not  levying 
war  within  the  ftatute.  There  muft  be  manifeil 
proof  of  the  matter  of  faft,  not  by  inference. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.  I  fee  that  is  taken  out  of  my 
Lord  Coke.  Levying  war  iis  a  diftin£l  branch  of 
the  ftatute ;  and  my  Lord  Coke  explains  himfelf 
afterwards,  and  fays,  it  is  an  affumihg  a  royal 
power,  to  rife  for  particular  purpofes. 

Jftifl.  Withers.  Unlefs  matter  of  fad  be  agreed, 
we  can  never  come  to  argue  the  law. 

Z.  Ruffell.     I  came  in  late. 

Mr.  Sol.  Gen.  Pray,  my  Lord,  has  your  Lord« 
fliip  any  witneifes  to  call,  as  to  this  matter  of  fa6i? 

L.  Ruffell.  I  can  prove  I  was  out  of  town 
when  one  of  the  meetings  was,  but  Mi*.  Shep* 
hard  caiinot  recoUeft  the  day,  for  I  was  out  of 
town  all  that  time.  I  never  was  but  once  at  Mr. 
Shephard's;  and  there  was  nothing  undertaken 
of  viewing  the  guards  while  I  was  there :  Colonel 
Rumfey,  can  you  fwear  pofitively  that  I  heard 
the  meflage,  and  gave  any  anfwer  to  it? 

L.  C.  J.  (To  Col.  Rumfey)  Sir,  did  my 
Lord  Ruflell  hear  you  when  you  delivered  the 
meffage  to  the  company?  Were  they  at  table, 
or  where  were  they? 

Col.  Rumfey.     When   I  came  in  they  were 

ftandins 
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Handing  at  the  fire-fide^  but  they  all  came  from 
the  fire-fide  to  hear  what  I  faid? 

L  RuffclL  Col.  Rumfey  was  there  when  I 
came  in. 

Col.  Rumfey.  No>  my  Lord.  The  Duke  of 
Monmouth  and  my  Lord  Ruflell  went  away  to- 
gether, and  my  Lord  Grey  and  Sir  Thomas 
Armftrong. 

L.  RuffilU  The  Duke  of  Monmouth  and  I 
came  together,  and  you  were  ftanding  at  the 
chimney  when  I  came  in;  you  were  there  before 
me.  My  Lord  Howard  hath  made  a  long  nar* 
rative  here  of  what  he  knew,  I  do  not  know  when 
he  made  it,  or  when  he  did  recoiled:  any  thing ; 
it  is  but  veiy  lately  that  he  did  declare  and  pro« 
teft  to  feveral  people,  that  he  knew  nothing 
againft  me^,  nor  of  any  plot  I  could  in  the  lead 
be  queftioned  for. 

L  C.  J.  If  you  will  have  any  witneflfes  called 
to  that,  you  (hall,  my  Lord. 

L.  RuffclL  My  Lord  Anglefey  and  Mr.  £d^ 
Ward  Howard. 

My  Lord  Anglefey  ftood  up. 

L.  C.  y.  My  Lord  Ruffell,  what  do  you  aflc 
toy  Lord  Anglefey  ? 

L.  Ruffell.  To  declare  what  my  Lord  Howard 
told  him  about  me,  fince  I  was  confined. 

Z.  Anglefey.     My  Lord,  I  chanced  to  be  in 

town  the  laft  week,  and  hearing  my  Lord  of  Bed« 

K  %  ford 


txxxii  TRIAL    or 

ford  was  in  feme  diftrefs  «itk1  trcyuMe  concerning 
the  affli£lion  of  his  fon,  I  went  to  give  him  a 
tifit,  being  »y  old  acquaintance  of  fottie  fifty- 
three  years  (landing,  I  believe,  for  my  Lord  and 
1  were  bred  together  at  Maudlin  CoUege  in 
Oxon ;  I  had  not  been  there  but  a  very  little 
while,  Jind  was  ready  to  gd  away  again,  after  1 
had  done  the  good  office  I  came  about,  but  my 
Lord  Ho'Ward  came  in—*!  4o  not  know  whether 
he  be  here. 
£.  Howard.    Yes,  here  I  am  to  ferve  your 

L.  Angkfiy.    And  fate  down  t)n  the  other  fide 
tX  xsty  Lord  of  Bedforrd,  and  he  began  to  comfort 
rty  Lotxl{  «nd  the  ni^umems  he  ufed  for  his 
tomfort  wew,  my  Lord-— You  are  happy  in  hav- 
ing *L  wife  foh  and  a  wordiy  perfoii :  owe  that  can 
never  fure  be  in  fuch  a  plot  as  this,  or  fuipcQed 
for  it }  and  that  nwiy  give  your  Lordihip  reafon 
to  expcft  a  very  good  iffue  concerning  him.    I 
know  nothing  againft  kirn,  or  any  body  eife,  of 
fuch   a    barbarous  defign,    and  therefore  your 
Lordfhip  may  be  comforted  in  it. — I  did  not  hear 
this  only  from  my  Lord  Howard*^  mouth,  but  at 
my  own  hcwne  upon  the  Monday  after,  for  I  ufe 
to  go  to  Totteridge  for  frefh  air ;  1  went  down  on 
Saturd^^  this  happened  to  be  on  Friday  (ray 
Lord  being  here  I  am  glad,  for  he  cannot  forgel 
this  difcourfe),  and  when  I  c^mt  to  town  on 
Monday^  t  tinderftood  tha^t  my  Lord  Howard 

upon 
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upon  that  very  Sundayi  bad  been  at  cburcb  with 
my  Lady  Chavorth.  My  Lady  has  a  chaplab* 
it  feemsy  that  preaches  tbere^  and  doea  the  ofiices 
of  the  church,  but  my  Lady  came  to  me  in  the 
evening.    This  I  have  £rom  my  Lady^-*- 

L.  C«  J.  My  Lord,  vhat  you  have  from  my 
Lady,  is  no  kind  of  evidence  at  all. 

£.  Anglefey.  I  da  not  kBav  what  my  Lord 
is-^I  am  acquainted  with  none  of  the  eyidencttj 
nor  what  hath  been  done.  But  my  Lady  Cha^ 
worth  came  to  me,  and  acquainted  me  there  wai 
fome  fufpicionw-,— 

Mr.  Serj.  Jtfferits^  1  do  not  think  it  fit  foi 
me  to  interrupt  a  perfon  of  your  hoBour,  my 
Lord,  but  your  Lordibip  knows  in  what  placo 
we  ftand  here;  what  you  can  fay  of  any  thing  you 
heard  of  my  Lord  Howard,  we  are  willing  to  he^^** 
but  the  other  is  not  evidence.  As  the  Court  will 
tot  let  us  offer  hcar^fays,  fo  neither  muft  we  that 
are  for  the  King,  permit  it. 

L.  Anglefey.  I  have  told  you  what  happened 
\a  my  hearing. 

Then  Mr.  Howard  ftood  up, 

X«  C.  J^  Come,  Mr*  Howard,  what  do  yoo 
know? 

Mr.  Howard.     I  muft  deiire  to  fay  fomething 

•f  myfelf  and  my  family  firft :  My  Lord  and  I 

bavt  been  very  intimate,  not  only  as  rebttions, 

^  M  d«u  friendic    My  Lord^  I  have  been  of  a 
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family  known   to  have  great  refpeft  and  duty 
for  the  King,  and  I  think  there  is  no  family  in 
the  nation  fo  numerous,  that  hath  expreffed  greater 
loyalty ;  upon  which  acount  I  improved  my  in- 
tereft  in  my  Lord  Howard;  I  endeavoured,  upon 
the  great  mifunderftanding  of  the  nation  (if  he  . 
be  here  he  knows  it)  to  perfuade  him  to  apply 
himfelf  to  the  King,  to  ferve  him  in  that  great 
difficulty  of  ftate,  which   is  known  to  all  the 
world.     I  fometimes  found  my  Lord  very  for-, 
ward,  and  fometimes  I  foftened  him ;  upon  which 
parly,  and  upon  his  permiffion,  and  more  upon 
my  own  inclination  of  duty,  I  made  feveral  ap- 
plications to  minifters  of  ftate  (and  I  can  name 
them)  that  my  Lord  Howard  nad  a  great  defire 
of  ferving  the  King  in  the  heft  way  of  fatisfaBion, 
^nd  particularly  in  the  great  bufinefs  of  his  bro- 
ther.   I  wondered  there  fliould  be  fo  much  fharp- 
nefs  for  a  matter  of  opinion,  and  I  told  my  Lord 
fo :   I  do  fay  this  before  I  come  to  the  thing. 
After  this  I  did,  pardy  by  his  permiffion,  and 
partly  by  my  own  inclination  to  ferve  the  King, 
becaufe  I  thought  my  Lord  Howard  to  be  a  man 
of  parts,  and  faw  him  a  man  that  had  intereft 
in  the  nation,  tell  my  Lord  Feverfliam,  that  I 
had  prevailed  with  a  relation  of  mine,  that  may 
be  he  might  think  oppofite,  that  perhaps  might 
ferve  the  King  in  this  great  difficulty  that  is 
emergent,  and  particularly  that  of  his  brother. 
My  Lord  Feverlham  did  receive  it  very  kindly^ 

and 
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and  I  writ  a  letter  to  him  to  let  him  know  how 
I  had  foftened  my  Lord,  and  that  it  was  my 
defire  he  fhould  fpeak  with  my  Lord  at  Oxon. 
My  Lord  Feverfliam  gave  me  a  very  kind  ac- 
count when  he  came  again,  but  he  told  me- 

L.  C.  J.  Pray  apply  yourfelf  to  the  matter 
you  are  called  for. 

Mr.  Howard.  This,  it  may  be,  is  to  the  matter^ 
when  you  have  heard  me ;  for  I  think  I  know 
where  I  am,  and  what  I  am  to  fay. 

£•  C.  J.  We  muft  defire  you  not  to  go  on 
thus. 

Mr.  Howard.  I  muft  fatisfy  the  world,  as  well 
as  I  can,  as  to  myfelf  and  my  family,  and  pray  do 
not  interrupt  me.  After  this,  my  Lord,  there 
never  pafled  a  day  for  almoft 

L.  C.  J.     Pray  fpeak  to  this  matter. 

Afr.  Howard.     Sir,  I  am  coming  to  it. 

L.  C.  J.     Pray,  Sir,  be  direfted  by  the  Court. 

Mr.  Howard.  Then  now.  Sir,  I  will  come  to 
the  thing.  Upon  this  ground  I  had  of  my  Lord's 
kindnefs,  I  applied  myfelf  to  my  Lord  in  this 
prefent  iflue  on  the  breaking  out  of  this  plot. 
My  Lord,  I  thought  certainly,  as  near  as  I  could 
difcem  him  (for  he  took  it  upon  his  honour^  his 
faith,  and  as  much  as  if  he  had  taken  an  oath  be-, 
fore  a  magiftrate)  that  he  knew  nothing  of  any 
man  concerned  ij?  this  bufinefs,  and  particularly 
of  my  Lord  Ruflell,  whom  he  vindicated  with 
all  the  honour  in  the  world.     My  Lord^  it  is 
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trae,  was  afraid  of  his  own  pcrfon,  and  a$  a  frieod 
and  a  relation^  I  concealed  him  in  my  houfe» 
and  did  not  think  it  was  for  fuch  a  conipiracy, 
but  I  thought  he  was  unwilling  to  go  to  the 
Tower  for  nothmg  again»  So  that  if  my  Lord 
Howard  has  the  fame  foul  on  Monday  thax  he 
had  on  Sunday,  this  cannot  be  true  that  he  fwears 
againft  my  Lord  Riiflelh  This  I  fay  upon  my 
reputation  and  honour;  and  £bmething  I  could 
fay  more :  he  added,  he  thought  my  Lord  Ruffdl 
did  not  only  unjuftly  fuffer,  but  he  took  God 
and  men  to  witnefs  he  thought  him  the  wortbieft 
perfon  in  the  world.  I  am  very  forry  to  hear 
smy  man  of  my  name  ihould  be  guilty  of  thefe 
things. 

L.  Rujfell  Call  Dr.  Burnet,  Pray,  Dr,  Bur^ 
net,  did  you  hear  any  thing  from  my  Lord  How- 
ard, fince  the  plot  was  difcovered  concerning  me  ? 

Dr^  BurntL  My  Lord  Howard  was  with  me 
the  night  after  the  plot  broke  out,  and  he  did 
then,  as  he  had  done  before,  with  hands  and  eyes 
lifted  up  to  heaven,  fay,  he  knew  nothing  of  any 
plot,  nor  believed  any;  and  treated  it  with  fcom 
and  contempt. 

X«  Himard.  My  Lord,  may  I  fpcak  for  my-* 
felf? 

Afn  Serj.  Jtfferm.  No,  no,  my  Lord^  we  da 
not  call  yoq. 

L.  C.  J.  Will  you  plcafq  to  have  any  oiher 
witoeflescalli^? 

I.  Ruffill. 


LORD  WILLIAM  ROSSELL*  cxxxviT 

Z.  RuffelL  There  a»e  fame  perfons  of  qualkjr 
that  I  i)ave  been  very  well  acquainted  and  con« 
yerfed  with,  I  defire  to  know  of  them,  if  there 
was  any  thing  in  my  former  carriage,  to  make 
them  think  me  lik^  to  be  guihy  of  this?  My  Lord 
Cavendifli. 

L.  Cavendijh.  I  had  the  honour  to  be  ac-» 
qnainted  with  my  Lord  RuffeH  a  long  time.  I 
always  thought  him  a  man  of  great  honour,  and 
too  prudent  and  wary  a  man  to  be  concerned  in 
jt>  vile  and  de^rate  a  defign  as  this,  and  from 
which  he  would  receive  fo  littk  advantage.  I' 
can  fey  nothing  more,  but  that  two  or  three  days 
fince  the  difcovery  of  this  plot,  upon  difcourfe 
about  CoK  Rumfey,  my  Lord  Ruflfell  did  exprefs 
fomething,  as  if  he  had  a  very  ill  opinion  of  the 
man,  and  therefore  it  is  not  likely  be  would  in^ 
truft  him  with  fuch  a  fecret. 

Z.  RuJfelL     Dr.  Tillotfon.  [He  appears, 

X.  C.  J.  What  queftioDS  would  you  a(k  him, 
my  Lord? 

Z.  RriffiU.  He  and  I  happened  to  be  very 
conrerfant.  To  know  whether  he  did  ever  find 
^jxy  thing  tending  to  thi£  in  my  difcourfe. 

JL  C.  J.  My  Lord  calls  you  as  to  his  life, 
and  converfation,  and  reputation* 

JDr.  Tilbifon^  My  Lord,  I  have  been  many 
years  laft  f^St  acquainted  with  my  Lord  Ruflell ; 
I  always  judged  him  a  perfon  of  great  virtue  and 
integrity,  and  by  all  the  converfation  and  dif« 

courfc 
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coiirfe  I  ever  had  with  him,  I  always  took  him  to 
be  a  perfon  very  far  from  any  fuch  wicked  defign 
he  ftands  charged  with. 

L.  RuJfeU.  Dr.  Burnet,  if  you  pleafe  to  give 
fome  account  of  my  converfation. 

Dr.  Burnet.  My  Lord,  I  have  had  the  ho- 
nour to  be  known  to  my  Lord  Ruflell  feveral 
years,  and  he  hath  declared  himfelf  with  much 
confidence  to  me,  and  he  always,  upon  all  occa- 
fions,  exprefled  himfelf  againft  all  rifings ;  and 
when  he  fpoke  of  fome  people  that  would  pro- 
voke to  it,  he  exprefled  himfelf  fo  determined 
againft  that  matter,  I  think  no  man  could  do 
more. 

L.  C.  J.  Will  your  Lordlhip  call  any  other 
witnefTes? 

L.  Rujfdl.     Dr.  Cox, 

Dr.  Thomas  Cox  ftood  up. 

Dr.  Cox.  My  Lord,  I  did  not  expeft  to  have 
been  fpoken  to  upon  this  account.  Having  been 
very  much  with  my  Lord  of  late,  that  is  for  a 
month  or  fix  weeks  before  this  plot  came  out^  I 
have  had  occafion  to  fpeak  with  my  Lord  in  pri- 
vate, about  thefe  public  matters.  But  .1  have 
always  found  that  my  Lord  was  againft  all  kind  of 
rifings,  and  thought  it  the  greateft  folly  and  mad- 
nefs,  till  things  fliould  come  in  a  parliamentary 
way.     I  have  had  occafion  often  to  fpeak  with 
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rny  Lord  Ruflell  in  private,  and  having  myCSlf 
been  againft  all  kind  of  rifings,  or  any  thing  that 
tended  to  the  diforder  of  the  public,  I  have  heard 
him  profefs  folemnly,  he  thought  it  would  ruin 
the  bed  caufe  in  Ihe  world  to  take  any  of  thefe 
irregular  ways  for  the  preferving  of  it,  and  par- 
ticularly my  Lord  hath  exprefied  himfelf  occa« 
fionally  of  thefe  two  perfons,  my  Lord  Howard 
and  Colonel  Rumfey.  One  of  them.  Col.  Rum- 
fey,  I  faw  once  at  my  Lord's  houfe,  and  he  of- 
fered to  fpeak  a  little  privately.  But  my  Lord 
told  me  he  knew  him  but  a  little ;  I  told  him  he 
was  a  valiant  man,  and  aded  his  part  valiantly  in 
Portugal.  He  faid  he  knew  him  little,  and  that 
he  had  nothing  to  do  with  him  but  in  my  Lord 
Shaftfbury's  bufinefs.  He  faid,  for  my  Lord 
Howard,  he  was  a  man  of  excellent  parts,  of 
luxuriant  parts,  but  he  had  the  luck  not  to  be 
much  trufted  by  any  party.  And  I  never  heard 
him  fay  one  word  of  indecency  or  immodefty 
towards  the  King. 

L.  RuJfdL      I  would  pray  the  Duke  of  So- 
merfet  to  fpeak  what  he  knows  of  me. 

Duke  of  SomerfeL  I  have  known  my  Lord 
Ruflell  for  about  two  years,  and  have  had  much 
converfation  with  him,  and  been  often  in  his 
company,  and  never  heard  any  thing  from  him 
but  what  was  very  honourable,  loyal,  and  juft. 
•  L.  C.  J.  My  Lord  does  fay,  that  he  has 
known  my  Lord  Ruflell  for  about  two  years,  and 

hath 
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k^th  Kad  much  conv^rfation  with  hixn»  and  been 
much  in  his  company,  and  never  heard  any  thing 
from  him,  but  what  was  honourable,  and  loyal, 
and  juft,  in  his  life. 

farcman  of  the  Jury.  The  Gentlemen  of  the 
Jury  defire  to  aflk  my  Lord  Howard  fomething 
upon  the  point  my  Lord  Angtefey  teftified>  and 
to  know  what  anfwer  he  makes  tQ  my  Loird 
Anglefey. 

L.  C,  Rar.  My  Lord,  what  fay  you  to  it, 
that  youL  told  his  father  he  was  a  difcrect  man, 
and  he  needed  not  to  fear  his  engagement  in  any 
fuch  a  thing? 

X-  Upward.  My  Lord,  if  I  took  it  rights,  my 
Lord  Anglefey^s  teftimony  did  branch  itfelf  into 
two  parts,  one  of  his  own  knowledge,  and  the 
Other  by  hear^fay ;.  as  to  what  he  laid  of  ^is  Qwn 
knowledge,  when  I  waited  upon  my  Lord  of  Bed* 
ford,  and  endeavoured  to  comfort  him,  concern- 
ing his  fon,  I  believe  I  faid  the  words  my  Lord 
Anglefey  has  given  an  account  of,  as  war  as  \ 
can  remember,  that  I  looked  upon  his  Lordfiiip 
as  a  man  of  that  honour^  that  I  hoped  he  might 
be  fecure,  that  be  had  not  entangled  himfelf  in 
any  thing  of  that  nature^  My  Lord,  I  can  hardly 
be  provoked  to  mak^  my  own  defence*  left  thi^ 
noble  Lord  Ihould  fuffer,  fo  willing  I  am  to  ferv« 
my  Lord,  who  knows  I  can»at  wMt  aHe^io«i 
for  him.  My  Lord,  I  do  confefc  I  did.  fay  it  j 
for  your  Lordftip  veil  knows  under  what  ^ir-. 

cumftances 
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tumllaiias  we  were :  I  was  at  that  time  to  'out- 
face the  thing,  both  for  myfelf  and  my  party,  and 
!  did  not  intend  to  come  imo  this  place,  and  ad 
this  part.    God  knows  how  it  is  brought  upon 
me,  and  with  what  unwiilingnefs  I  do  fuftain  it^ 
but  my  duty  to  God,  the  King,  and  my  Country^ 
requires  it ;  but  I  muft  confefs  I  am  very  forry 
to  carry  it  on  thus  far.     My  Lord,  i  do  confefa 
I  did  fay  fo,  and  if  1  had  been  to  vifit  my  Lord 
Pembertbn,  I  fliould  have  feid  fo.     There  is 
none  of  thofc  that  know  my  Lord  Rufleli,  but 
would  fpeak  of  my  Lord  R^flell,  from  thofc 
topics  of  honour,  modefty,  and  integrity;  hk 
whole  life  deferves  it.     And  I  muft  confefis  I 
did  frequently  fay,  there  was  nothing  of  truth  in 
this,  and  I  wilh  this  may  be  for  my  Lord's  ad* 
vantage.    My  Lord,  will  you  fpare  me  one  thing 
more,  becaufe  that  leans  hard  upon  my  repata* 
lion,  and  if  the  Jury  believe  that  I  ought  not 
to  be  believed,  for  I  do  think  the  reKgion  of 
an  oath  is  not  tied  to  ^  place,  but  receives  iu 
obligation  from  the  appeal  we  therein  make  to 
God,  imd,  I  ^hink,  if  I  called  God  and  Angels 
to  witnefs  to  a  falfhood,  I  ought  not  to  be  be- 
iieved  now.     Boft  1  will  tell  you  as  to  that,  your 
Lordlhip  knows,  that  very  man  that  vas  com- 
mitted, was  committed  for  a  defign  of  murdering 
the  King ;  now  I  did  lay  hold  on  that  part,  for  I 
was  to  carry  my  knife  clofe  between  the  paring 
and  the  apple ;  and  I  did  fay,  that  if  I  were  an 

enemy 
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enemy  to  my  Lord  Ruffell,  and  to  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth,  and  were  called  to  be  a  witners^  I 
muft  have  declared  in  the  prefence  of  God  and 
man,  that  I  did  not  believe  either  of  them  had 
any  defign  to  murder  the  King.  I  have  faid  this^ 
becaufe  I  would  not  walk  under  the  chara£ler  of 
a  perfon  that  would  be  perjured  at  the  expence  of 
fo  noble  a  perfon's  life,  and  my  own  fouL 

L.  Rujfdl.     My  Lord  Clifford. 

L.  C.  J.  What  do  you  pleafe  to  aflc  my  Lord 
Clifford? 

£.  Rujfdl.  He  hath  known  my  converfatioci 
for  many  years. 

£.  Cliff  or i.  I  always  took  my  Lord  to  be  at 
very  worthy  honeft  man ;  I  never  faw  any  thing 
in  his  converfation  to  make  me  believe  other* 
wife. 

X.  RufftlL     Mr.  Gore. 

Mr^  Lution  Gore.  I  have  been  acquainted  with 
my  Lord  feveral  years,  and  converfed  much  with 
him.  In  all  the  difcourfe  I  had  with  him,  I  ne-* 
ver  heard  him  let  any  thing  fall  that  tended  in  th^ 
leaft  to  any  lifing,  or  any  thing  like  it :  I  took  him 
to  be  one  of  the  beft  fons,  one  of  the  beft  fathers, 
and  one  of  the  beft  matters,  one  of  the  beft  hud 
bands,  one  of  the  beft  friends,  and  one  of  the  beft 
Chriftians  we  had.  I  know  of  no  difcourfe  con. 
cerning  this  matter. 

L.  Rujfell.  Mu  Spencer,  and  Dr.  Fitz- Wil- 
liam. 


Mr.        j 
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Mr.  Spencer.  My  Lord,  I  have  known  my 
Lord  Ruffell  many  years ;  I  have  been  many 
months  with  him  in  his  houfe ;  I  never  faw  any 
thing  by  him,  but  that  he  was  a  nioft  virtuous  and 
prudent  gentleman,  and  he  had  prayers  conftantly 
twice  a  day  in  his  houfe* 

X.  C.  J.  What,  as  to  the  general  converfation 
of  his  life?  My  Lord  afks  you,  whether  it  hath 
been  fober. 

Mr.  Spencer.  I  never  faw  any  thing  but  viery 
good,  very  prudent,  and  very  virtuous. 

L.  RuffelL  What  coixq>any  did  you  fee  ufed 
to  come  to  me  ? 

Mr.  Spencer.  I  never  faw  any  but  his  near 
relations,  or  his  own  family.  I  have  the  honour 
to  be  related  to  the  family. 

Then  Dr.  Fitz- William  flood  up. 

JL  Riiffell.  If  it  pleafe  you,  Dodor,  you  have 
been  at  my  houfe  feveral  times,  give  an  account 
of  what  you  know  of  me. 

Dr.  Fitz^William.  I  have  had  the  knowledge 
of  my  Lord  thofe  fourteen  years,  from  the  time 
.he  was  married  to  his  prefent  Lady,  to  whofe  fa- 
ther, eminent  for  loyalty,  I  had  a  relation  by  fer- 
vice ;  I  have  had  acquaintance  with  him  both  at 
Stratton  and  Southampton  Buildings,  and  by  all 
the  converfation  I  had  with  him,  I  efteemed  him 
a  man  of  that  virtue,  that  he  could  not  be  guilty 
of  fuch  a  crime  as  the  confpiracy  he  ftands 
charged  with. 

L.  C.  J. 
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L.  C.  jr.  My  Lord,  docs  your  Lordihip  call 
wy  more  witheflfes? 

L.  RufelL  No,  my  Lord,  I  will  be  very  fliort* 
t  (hall  decl&m  to  your  Lordihip  that  I  am  one 
that  have  always  had  z  heart  fincerely  loyal  and 
affeflionate  to  the^  King  and  the  government,  the 
beft  government  in  die  world.  I  pray  as  fincerely 
for  the  King's  happy  and  long  life  as  any  man 
alive ;  and  for  me  to  go  about  to  raife  a  rebellion^ 
which  I  looked  upon  as  fo  wicked  and  unpraSi^ 
cable,  is  unlikely.  Befides,  if  I  had  been  inclined 
to  it,  by  all  the  obfervation  I  made  in  the  country^ 
there  was  no  tendency  to  it.  What  fome  bot4ieaded 
people  have  done  there,  is  another  dung.  A  re-> 
belbon  cannot  be  made  now  as  it  has  been  in  for« 
mer  times ;  we  have  few  great  men,  I  was  always 
for  the  government ;  I  never  defired  any  thing  to 
be  redreffed  but  in  a  parliamentary  and  legal  way- 
I  have  been  always  againft  innovations,  and  all 
irregularities  whatfoever,  and  fhall  be  as  long  at 
I  live,  whether  it  be  fooner  or  later.  Gentlemen, 
I  am  now  in  yoar  bands  eternally,  my  honour^ 
my  life,  and  all  i  and  I  hope  the  heats  and  animo- 
iities  chat  are  amongft  you  will  not  fo  bias  you,  as 
to  make  you  in  the  leall  inclined  to  find  an  inno-- 
cent  man  guiky*  I  call  to  witnefs  heaven  and 
earthy  I  never  had  a  defign  againft  the  King's  life 
in  my  life,  nor  never  (hall  have.  I  think  there  is 
nothing  proved  againft  me  at  all.  I  am  in  your 
liandi,  Goddireftyou. 

Mr. 
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Mr»  Sol.  Gen.  My  Lord^  and  you  Gentlemen 
pf  the  Jury>  the  prifoner  at  the  bar  ftands  indided 
for  high  trcafon,  in  confpiring  the  death  of  the 
icing.  The  overt  aft  that  is  laid  to  prpve  that 
cpnfpiracy  and  imagination  by«  is  the  aflembling 
in  council  to  raife  arms  againft  the  king,  and  raife 
a  rebellion  here.  We  have  proved  that  to  you 
by  three  witnefleSr  I  (hall  endeavour,  as  clearly 
as  I  can^  to  ftate  the  fubftance  of  the  evidenc?  to 
you,  of  every  one  of  them  as  they  have  deli- 
vered it. 

The  firft  witnefs.  Colonel  Rumfey,  comes,  and 

he  tells  you  of  a  mefiage  he  was  fent  of  to  Mr. 

Shephard's  houfe  to  my  Lord  Ruffell,  with  feve- 

ral  other  perfons  who  he  was  told  would  be  there 

aflepbled  together.       And  the  mefiage  was  to 

know  what  readinefs  they  were  in,  what  refolu- 

tions  they  were  come  to  concerning  the  riling  at 

Taunton.    By  this  you  do  perceive  that  this  con- 

Ipiracy  had  made  fome  progrefs,  and  was  ripe  to  be 

put  in  a£iion.  My  Lord  Shaftfbury  that  had  been  a 

great  contriver  in  it,  he  had  purfued  it  fo  far,  as 

to  be  ready  to  rife.     This  occafioned  the  mefiage 

from  my  Lord  Shaft[bury  to  my  Lord  Rufiell,  and 

thofe  noble  perfons  that  were  met  at  Mr.  Shep.- 

hard's  houfe,  to  know  what  the  refolution  was 

coDQcrning  the  bufinefs  of  Taunton,  which  you 

have  heard  explained  by  an  undertaking  of  Mr. 

Trencbard's.     That  the  anfwer  was,  they  were 

difappointed  there,  and  they  could  not  then  be 

L  ready. 
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ready,  and  that  my  Lord  Shaftfbury  muft  be  con- 
tent.    This  mefTage  was  delivered  in  prefence  of 
my  Lord  Ruffell ;  the  meflenger  had  notice  my 
Lord  Ruflell  was  there ;  the  anfwer  was  given  as 
from  them  all.  That  at  prefent  they  could  not  be 
re?idy,  becaufe  of  that  difappointment.      Colonel 
Rumfey  went  farther,  and  he  fwears  there  was  a 
difcourfe  concerning  the  furprifing  of  the  guards ; 
and  the  Duke  of  Monmouth,  my  Lord  Grey,  and 
Sir  Thomas  Annftrong,  went  to  fee  what  pofturc 
they  were  in,  whether  it  were  feafible  to  furprize 
them,  and  they  found  them  very  remifs ;  and  that 
account  they  brought  back,  as  is  proved  to  you 
by  Mr.  Shephard,  the  other  witnefs,  that  it  was 
a  thing  very  feafible.     But  to  conclude  with  the 
fubftance  of  Colonel  Rumfey's  evidence,  be  fays, 
my  Lord  was  privy  to  it,  that  he  had  difcourfe 
among  the  reft  of  it,  though  my  Lord  was  not  a        j 
man  of  fo  great  difcourfe  as  the  reft,  and  did  talk 
of  a  rifing.     He  told  you  there  was  a  rifing  de-        i 


termined  to  be  on  the  19th  of  November  laft» 
which  is  the  fubftance  of  Colonel  Rumfey's  evi- 
dence. 

Gentlemen,  the  next  witnefs  is  Mr.  Shephard, 
and  his  evidence  was  this  r  He  fwears  that  about 
October  laft,  Mr.  Fergufon  came  to  him  of  a  mef- 
fage  from  the  Duke  of  Monmouth>  to  let  him 
know,  that  he  and  fome  other  perfons  of  quality 
would  be  there  that  night ;  that  accordingly  they 
did  meet,  and  my  Lord  Ruflell  was  there  likeu 

wifci 
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vife ;  th^t  they  did  defire  to  be  private^  and  his 
Icrvants  were  fent  away  $  and  that  he  was  the  man 
that  did  attend  them*  He  fwears  there  was  a  dif- 
courfe  concerning  the  way  and  method  to  feize 
the  guards ;  he  goes  fo  far  as  to  give  an  account 
of  the  return  of  the  errand  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
mouthy  my  Lord  Grey,  and  Sir  Thomas  Arro- 
Ilrong  went  upon,  that  it  was  feafible,  if  they  had 
ftrength  to  do  it.  Then  he  went  a  little  farther^ 
and  he  told  you  there  was  a  paper  read,  that  in 
his  evidence  does  not  come  up  to  my  Lord  Ruf-^^ 
fell,  for  he  did  not  fay  my  Lord  Ruflell  was  by, 
and  I  would  willingly  repeat  nothing  but  what 
concerns  the  prifoner.  This,  therefore.  Colonel 
Rumfey  and  Mr.^  Shephard  agree  in,  that  there 
was  a  debate  among  them  how  to  furprize  the 
guards,  and  whether  that  was  feafible ;  and  Mn 
Shephard  is  pofitive  as  to  the  return  made  upon 
the  view* 

The  next  witnefs  was  my  Loird  Howard :  he 
gives  you  an  account  of  many  things,  and  many 
things  that  he  tells  you  are  by  hear-fay.  But  I 
cannot  but  obferve  to  you,  that  all  this  hear-fay 
16  confirmed  by  thefe  two  pofitive  witnefles,  and 
their  oaths  agree  with  him  in  it.  For  my  Lord 
Shaftfbury  told  him  of  the  difappointment  he  had 
met  with  from  thefe  noble  perfons  that  would  not 
join  with  him ;  and  then  he  went  from  my  Lord 
Shaftfbury  to  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  to  expos- 
tulate with  him  about  it  (for  my  Lord  Shaftfbury 

L  2  then 
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then  was  ready  to  be  in  aftion)  and  that  the  Duke 
faid  he  always  told  him  he  would  not  engage 
at  that  time.  This  thing  is  confirmed  to  you 
by  thefe  two  witneffes.  Colonel  Rumfey  fays^ 
when  he  brought  the  meffage  from  my  Lord 
Shaftfoury,  the  anfwer  w^,  they  were  not  ready, 
my  Lord  muft  be  content 

Next  he  goes  on  with  k  difcourfe  concerning 
my  Lord  Shaftfbury,  (that  does  not  immediately 
come  up  to  the  prifoner  at  the  bar,  but  it  mani* 
fefts  there  was  a  defign  at  that  time)  he  had  ten 
thoufand  brifk  boys  (as  he  called  them)  ready  to 
follow  him  upon  the  holding  up  his  finger.  But 
it  was  thought  not  fo  prudent  to  begin  it,  unlefs 
they  could  join  all  their  forces.  So  you  hear  in 
this  they  were  difappointed :  And  partly  by  ano- 
ther accident  too,  my  Lord  Howard  had  an  ap- 
prehenfion  it  might  be  difcovered ;  that  was  upon 
the  proclamation  that  came  out  forbidding  bon- 
fires, to  prevent  the  ordinary  tumults  that  ufed  tc^ 
be  upon  thofe  occafions.  Then  my  Lord  How- 
ard goes  on,  and  comes  particularly  to  my  Lord 
RufTell ;  for  upon  this  difappointment  you  find 
my  Lord  Shaftfbury  thought  fit  to  be  gone.  But 
after  that  the  defign  was  not  laid  afide;  for  you 
hear  they  only  told  him  all  along,  they  could  not 
be  ready  at  that  time,  but  the  defign  went  on  ftill 
to  raife  arms  ;  and  then  they  took  upon  therafelvcs 
to  confult  of  the  methods  of  it :  and  for  the  car- 
rying it  on  with  the  greater  fccrecy,  they  chofe  a 

felea 
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(ele6t  council  of  fix,  which  were  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth,  my  Lord  Howard,  my  Lord  Ruflell, 
my  Lord  of  Eflex,  Mn  Hambden,  and.  Colonel 
Sidney.  That  accordingly  they  met  at  Mr. 
Hainbden's  (there  was  their  firft  meeting)  and 
their  confultation  there  was,  how  the  infurre£Uon 
ibould  be  made,  whether  firft  in  London,  or  whe- 
ther firft  in  the  country,  or  whether  both  in  Lon-p 
don  and  the  country  at  one  time.  They  had 
fome  debates  among  themfelves  that  it  was  fitteft 
firft  to  be  in  the  country ;  for  if  the  King  ihould 
fend  his  guards  down  to  fupprefs  them,  then  the 
city,  that  was  then  as  well  difpofed  to  rife,  would 
be  without  a  guard,  and  eafily  effed  their  defigns 
here. 

Their  next  meeting  was  at  my  Lord  Ruflell's 
own  houfe;  and  there  their  debates  were  ftill 
about  the  fame  matter,  how  to  get  in  Scotland  to 
their  affiftance  ;  and  in  order  to  that  they  did  in^ 
truft  Colonel  Sidney,  one  of  their  council,  to  fend 
a  meflenger  into  Scotland  for  fome  perfons  to 
come  hither,  my  Lord  Melville,  Sir  Hugh  Cam- 
bell,  and  Sir  John  Cockram.  Accordingly  Co- 
lonel Sidney  fends  Aaron  Smith,  (but  this  is  only 
what  Colonel  Sidney  told  my  Lord  afterwards^ 
that  he  had  done  it)  but  you  fee  the  fruit  of  it. 
Accordingly  they  are  come  to  town,  and  Sir 
Hugh  Cambell  is  taken  by  a  meflenger  upon  his 
arrival ;  and  he  had  been  but  four  days  in  town^ 
and  he  had  changed  his  lodging  three  times. 

L  3  Now 


cl  TRIAL    OF 

Now,  Gentlemen,  this  is  the  fubftance  of  the 
evidence  that  hath  been  produced   againft  my 
Lord  Ruflell.     My  Lord  Ruffell  hath  made  fc^ 
veral  obje6iions.  That  he  was  accidentally  at  this 
meeting  at  Mr.  Shephard's  houfe,  and  came  about 
other  bufinefs ;  but  I  muft  obferve  to  you  that 
my  Lord  Ruflell  owned  that  he  came  along  with 
the  Duke  of  Monmouth,  and  I  think  he  faid  he 
went  away  with  him  too.     You  obferve  what  Mr. 
Shephard's  evidence  was :  Mr.  Fergufon  came  to 
tell  him  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  would  come ; 
and  accordingly  the  Duke  of  Monmouth   did 
come,  and  brought  his   companion  along  with 
him,  which  was  my  Lord  Ruflell ;  and  certainly 
they  that  met  upon  fo  fecret  an  affair,  would  nc^ 
ver  have  brought  one  that  had  not  been  con- 
cerned.    Gentlemen,  there  are  other  objedions 
my  Lord  hath  made,  and  thofe  are  in  point  of 
law ;  but  before  I  come  to  them  I  would  obferve 
what  he  fays  to  the  fecond  meeting.      My  Lord 
does  not  ^eny  but  that  he  did  meet  both  at  Mr. 
Hambden*s  houfe,  and  my  Lord's  own :    I  think 
my  Lord  faid  they  did  meet  only  to  difcourfe  of 
news ;  and  my  Lord  Howard  being  a  man  of  ex- 
cellent difcourfe,  they  met  for  his  converfation. 
Gentlemen,  you  cannot  believe  that  this  defigned 
meeting  was  for  nothing;    in  this  dofe,  fecret 
meeting,  that  they  had  no  contrivance  among 
them.     You  have  heard  the  witnefs;  he  fwears 
pofitively  what  the  converfation  wafi^  and  you 
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fee  the  fruit  oF  it.  Sir  Hugh  Cambeirs  coming 
to  town,  and  abfconding  when  it  is  difcovered. 
Now  my  Lord  Ruflell  infifts  upon  it,  that  admit- 
ting thefe  hOs  be  proved  upon  him,  they  amount 
to  no  more  than  to  a  confpiracy  to  levy  war,  and 
that  that  is  not  treafon  within  the  ftatute  of  25 
£•  IIL  and  if  it  be  only  within  the  ftatute  of  the 
13th  of  this  King,  then  'tis  out  of  time,  that  di«- 
TC&s  the  profecution  to  be  within  fix  months.  The 
law  is  plainly  otherwife.  The  ftatute  of  the  13th 
of  this  King  I  will  not  now  infift  upon,  though 
I  believe  if  that  be  (tri£tly  looked  into,  the  daufe 
that  fays  the  profecution  fhall  be  within  fix 
months,  does  not  refer  to  treafon,  but  only  to 
the  other  offences  that  are  highly  punifliable  by 
that  ftatute.     For  the  provifo  runs  thus : 

13  Car.  2.  "  Provided  always,  that  no  perfon 
*^  be  profecuted  for  any  of  the  offences  in  this 
*^  a£b  mentioned,  other  than  fuch  as  are  made 
**  and  declared  to  be  high  treafon,  unlefs  it  be  by 
"  order  of  the  King's  Majefty,  his  heirs  or  fuc- 
•*  ceffors,  under  his  or  their  fign  manual,  or  by-  . 
•^  order  of  the  Council  Table  of  his  Majefty,  his 
"  heirs  or  fucceffors,  direfied  unto  the  Attorney 
*'  General,  for  the  time  being,  or  fome  other 
**  council  learned  to  his  Majefty,  his  heirs  or 
*'  fucceffors  for  the  time  being :    nor  fliall  any 
•*  perfon  or  perfons,  by  virtue  of  this  prefent 
*'  aft,  incur  any  of  the  penalties  herein  before 
«♦  mentioned^  imlefs  he  or  they  be  profecuted 
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«  within  fix  months  next  after  the  offtnce  coro- 
**  mitted,  and  indided  thereupon  within  three 
"  months  after  fuch  profecution;  any  thing 
**  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwith-* 
«'  ftanding." 

This  word  nor,  is  a  continuation  of  the  for- 
mer fentence^  and  the  exception  of  high  treafon 
will  go  through  all^  and  except  that  out  of  the 
temporary  limitation  of  treafon :  But  this  is  high 
treafon  within  25  E.  Ill,     To  confpire  to  levy 
war^  is  an  overt  a£l  to  teftify  the  defign  of  the 
death  of  the  King.     And  the  error  of  my  Lord 
Coke  hath  poffibly  led  my  Lord  into  this  miftake. 
But  this.  Gentlemen,  hath  been  determined;  it 
was  refolved  by  all  the  Judges  in  the  cafe  of  my 
Lord  Cobham,  1  Jac.    A  confpiracy  to  levy  war 
dgainft  the  King'*  perfon^^  (as  this  was  a  confpi- 
racy to  feize  the  guards)  what  does  that  tend  to 
but  to  feize  the  King  ?  and  that  always  hath  been 
taken  to  be  high  treafon.     But  there  are  feme 
things  called  levying  of  war  in  law,  that  are  not 
fo  dire£Uy  againft  the  King ;  as  if  a  number  of 
men  go  about  to    levy  men  to  overthrow  alV 
inclofures,  this  by  the  generality  of  the  intent, 
and  becaufe  of  the  confequences,  is  accounted 
levying  war  againft  the  King.     A  confpiracy 
therefore  to  levy  fuch  a  war,  which  by  cooftruc- 
tion  only  is  againft  the  King,  perhaps  that  may 
not  be  fuch  an  overt  aft  as  to  teftify  the  imagina;- 
tion  of  the  death  of  the  King;  but  other  confpi-> 
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racies  to  raife  war  againft  the  King  have  always 
been  fo  taken.     It  is  the  refolution  of  all  the 
Judges  in  my  Lord  Dyer's  Reports,  the  cafe  of 
Dr.  Story.     A  confpiracy  to  invite  a  foreign 
Prince  to  make  an  invafton,  though  no  invafion 
follow,  is  an  overt  aft  to  prove  the  confpiring  the 
death  of  the  King ;  and  as  it  has  been  fo  taken^ 
fo  it  hath  been  praftifed  but  of  late  days.     In 
the  King's  Bench  I  take  it  the  indidment  againft 
Plunket  that  was  hanged;  he  was  indiQed  for 
confpiring  againft  the  life  of  the  King,  and  hia 
charge  went  no  farther  than  for  raifing  of  arms, 
and  inviting  the  French  King  in;  and  he  fufiered. 
This  is  acknowledged  by  my  Lord  Coke ;  for 
he  himfelf  faid  in  the  paragraph  before  that  out 
of  which  this  advice  to  my  Lord  Ruffell  is  ex* 
trafted,  that  a  conspiracy  to  invite  a  foreign 
Prince  to  invade  the  kingdom,  is  a  confpiracy 
againft  the  life  of  the  King.     And  in  the  next 
paragraph  he  fays,  an  overt  aft  of  one  treafon 
cannot  be  an  overt  aft  of  another  treafon  5  but 
conftant  praftice  is  againft  him  in  that :   for  what 
is  more  common  than  to  indift  a  man  for  imagin- 
ing the  death  of  the  King,  and  to  aifign  the  overt 
aft  in  a  confpiracy  to  raife  arms  againft  the  King?  • 
And  fometimes  they  go  on  and  fay,  did  levy  war 
againfi  the  King.     Now  by  my  Lord  Cobt*s  rule, 
levying  war,  unlcfs  the  indiftment  be  particulai- 
for  that,  is  not  aft  overt  aft  for  the  compaffing 
the  deadi  of  the  King;  but  the  contrary  hath 
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been  refolvcd  by  all  the  Judges  in  the  cafe  of  Sir 
Henry  Vane,  and  it  is  the  conftant  pradice  to 
lay  it  fo  in  indiflments.      It  would  be  a  ftrange 
conftru£tion  if  this  (hould  not  be  high  treafon. 
It  is  agireed  by  every  body,  to  take  the  King  pri* 
foner,  to  feize  the  King,  that  is  compaffing  of 
the  death  of  the  King ;  and  to  fit  in  council  to 
confpire  to  effe£l  that,  that  is  an  overt  a&  of  the 
imagination  of  the  death  of  the  King.     Now  no 
man  can  diftinguifli  this  cafe  from  that ;  and  this 
confultation  amounted  to  all  this,  for  plainly  thi* 
ther  it  tended.      The  confultation  was  to  feize 
upon  the  King*s  guards;    that  could  have  no 
other  (top  but  to  feize  upon  the  King's  perfon^ 
and  bring  him  into  their  power.     As  to  the  kill-, 
tng  of  the  King,  I  am  apt  to  think  that  was  below 
the  hgnour  of  the  prifoner  at  the  bar ;  but  this  is 
equal  treafon.    If  they  defigned  only  to  bring  the  | 

King  into  their  power,  till  he  had  confented  to 
fuch  things  as  ihould  be  moved  in  parliament,  it 
is  equally  treafon  as  if  they  had  agreed  dire^ly 
to  affaflinate  him.  Therefore  I  think  there  is 
nothing  for  you  to  confider,  but  to  fee  that  the 
faB  be  fully  proved ;  and  I  fee  nothing  that  hath 
been  faid  by  my  Lord  Ruflell  that  does  invalid 
date  our  evidence.  He  hath  produced  feveral 
witnelTei,  perfons  of  honour.  My  Lord  Angle** 
fey,  he  tells  you  of  a  difcouife  my  Lord  Howard  ' 

had  with  my  Lord  of  Bedford ;   that  he  told  my  j 

Lord  of  Bedford  that  he  needed  not  to  fear^  for  | 

he 
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he  had  a  wife  and  underftanding  Ton,  and  could 
not  think  he  fhould  be  guilty  of  any  fuch  thing 
as  was  laid  to  his  charge.  This  is  brought  to  in« 
validate  my  Lord  Howard's  teftimony.  Gentle- 
men, do  but  obferve,  my  Lord  Howard  was  as 
deep  in  as  any  of  them,  and  was  not  then  difco- 
vered.  Is  it  likely  that  my  Lord  Howard,  that 
lay  hid,  fhould  difcover  to  my  Lord  of  Bedford, 
jfchat  there  was  a  confpiracy  to  raife  arms,  and  that 
he  was  in  it  ?  This  would  have  been  an  afper- 
fion  upon  my  Lord  of  Bedford,  that  any  fuch 
thing  Ihould  have  been  faid. 

Mr.  Edward  Howard  is  the  next,  and  he  proves^ 
that  my  Lord  Howard  ufed  folemn  proteftations 
that  he  knew  nothing  of  this  confpiracy.  I  did 
obferve  that  worthy  gentleman  in  the  beginning 
of  his  difcoyrfe  (for  it  was  pretty  long)  faid  firft» 
thai  he  had  been  feveral  times  tempting  my  Lord 
Howard  to  come  over  and  be  ferviceable  to  the 
King,  and  if  he  knew  any  thing,  that  he  would 
come  and  confefs  it.  Why,  Gentlemen,  Mr^ 
Howard  that  had  come  to  him  upon  thefe  errands 
formerly,  and  had  thought  he  had  gained  him,  I 
conceive  you  do  not  wonder  if  my  Lord  Howard 
did  not  reveal  himfelf  to  him,  who  prefently 
would  have  difcovered  it ;  for,  for  that  errand 
he  came.  But  if  my  Lord  had  had  a  defign  to 
have  come  in  and  faved  his  life,  he  would  have 
made  his  fubmiffion  voluntarily,  and  made  his 
difcovery.    But  my  Lord  tells  nothing  till  he  is 
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pinched  in  his  confcience,  and  confounded  with 
the  guilt  (being  then  in  cuftody)  and  then  be  telU 
tbe  whole  truths  that  which  you  have  heard  this 
day. 

Gentlemen^  this  hath  been  all  that  hath  been 
objeded  againft  the  witnefles,  except  what  is  faid 
by  Dr.  Burnet  5  and  he  fays,  that  my  Lord  How- 
ard declared  to  him,  that  he  believed  there  was 
no  plot,  and  laughed  at  it.  Why,  Gentkmen, 
the  Do&or  would  take  it  ill  to  be  thought  a  per- 
fon  fit  to  be  entrufted  with  the  difcovery  of  this ; 
therefore  what  he  faid  to  him,  fignifies  nothing ; 
for  it  is  no  more  than  this — that  he  did  not  difco- 
vcrit  to  the  Dodor. 

But  the  laft  objedion  (which  I  fee  there  has 
been  a  great  many  perfons  of  honour  and  quality 
called  to}  is,  that  it  is  not  likely  my  Lord  Ruf- 
fell  fliould  be  guilty  of  any  thing  of  this  kind^ 
being  a  man  of  that  honour,  virtue,  and  fo  little 
blameable  in  his  whole  converfation.  I  do  con- 
fefs.  Gentlemen,  this  is  a  thing  that  hath  weight 
in  it.  But  confider  on  the  other  hand,,  my  Lord 
Ruflell  is  but  a  man,  and  hath  his  human  frailties 
about  him.  Men  fall  by  feveral  temptations; 
fome  out  of  revenge }  fome  by  malice  fall  into 
fuch  offences  as  thefe  are :  my  Lord  Ruflell  is 
not  of  that  temper,  and  therefore  may  be  thefe 
are  not  the  ingredients  here.  But,  Gentlemen, 
there  is  another  great  and  dangerous  temptation 
that  attends  people  in  his  circumfiances,  whether 

it 
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It  be  pride  or  ambition,  or  the  cruel  fnarc  of  po- 
pularity, being  cried  up  as  a  patron  of  liberty. 
This  hath  been  a  dangerous  temptation  to  many^ 
and  many  perfons  of  virtue  have  fallen  into  it  i 
and  it  is  the  only  way  to  tempt  perfons  of  virtue, 
and  the  devil  knew  it,  fi9r  he  that  tempted  the 
pattern  of  virtue,  (hewed  him  all  the  kingdoms  of 
die  world,  and  faid,  «  All  thefe  will  I  give  thee, 
if  thou  wilt  fall  down  and  worlhip  me."  Though 
he  be  a  perfon  of  virtue,  yet  it  does  not  follow, 
bat  his  virtue  may  have  fome  weak  part  in  it  i 
and  I  am  afraid,  thefe  temptations  have  prevailed 
upon  my  Lord;  for  I  cannot  give  ihyfelf  any 
colour  of  obje&ion,  to  difbelieve  all  thefe  wiu 
nefles  who  give  in  their  teftimony.  I  fee  no  can* 
tradiSton,  no  correlpondence,  no  contrivance  at 
all  between  them.  You  have  plain  oaths  before 
you,  and  I  hope  you  will  confider  the  weight  of 
them,  and  the  great  confequence  that  did  attend 
this  cafe — ^the  overthrow  of  the  beft  government 
in  the  world,  and  the  beft  and  moft  unfpotted  xc^ 
ligion,  which  muft  needs  have  fuffered;  the 
greateft  liberty  and  the  greateft  fecurity  for  pro* 
perty  that  ever  was  in  any  nation,  bounded  every 
way  by  the  rules  of  law,  and  thofe  kept  facred« 
I  hope  you  will  confider  the  weight  of  this  evi« 
dence,  and  confider  the  confequences  fuch  a  con^ 
fpiracy,  if  it  had  taken  effeB,  might  have  had. 
And  fo  I  leave  it  to  your  confideration,  upon 
the  evidence  yon  have  heard. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Serj.  Jefferies.  My  Lord,  and  you  Gcti* 
demen  of  the  Jury,  this  caufe  hath  detained  your 
LordQiip  a  long  time,  by  reafon  of  fo  many  wit* 
nefles  being  called,  and  the  length  of  the  defence 
made  by  the  prifoner  at  the  bar;  and  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  length,  I  would  not  have  injured 
your  patience  by  faying  any  thing,  Mr.  Solicitor 
having  taken  fo  much  pains  in  it.  It  is  a  duty 
incumbent  upon  me,  under  the  circumftances  I 
now  ftand,  to  fee  if  any  thing  hath  been  omitted 
that  hath  not  been  obferved  to  you ;  and  I  ihall 
detain  you  with  very  few  words. 

Gentlemen,  you  muftgive  jme  leave  to  tell  you, 
it  is  a  cafe  of  great  confequence,  of  great  confer 
quence  to  that  noble  perfon  that  is  now  at  the 
bar,  as  well  as  to  the  King ;  for  it  is  not  defired 
by  the  King  nor  by  his  Council,  to  have  you  in-* 
flucnced  in  this  matter  by  any  thing  but  by  the 
truth,  and  what  evidence  you  have  received* 
You  are  not  to  be  moved  by  compafliou  or  pity ; 
the  oath  you  have  taken  is  to  go  according  to 
your  evidence ;  and  you  are  not  to  be  moved  by 
any  infinuations  that  are  offered  by  us  for  the 
King,  nor  by  any  infinuations  by  the  prifoner  at 
the  bar ;  but  the  truth  according  to  the  teftimony 
given,  muft  be  your  guide.  How  far  the  law  will 
affed:  this  quellion,  that  we  are  not  to  apply  to 
you,  for  that  we  are  to  apply  ourfelves  to  the 
Court  (they  are  the  Judges  in  point  of  law)  who 
will  take  fo  much  c»re  in  their  direftions  to  you, 

that 
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chat  you  may  be  very  well  fatisfied  you  will  not 
eafily  be  led  into  error.  For  the  inftances  that 
have  been  put,  I  could  put  feveral  others ;  but  I 
will  take  notice  only  of  one  thing  that  that  noble 
perfon  at  the  bar  feems  to  objed.  Gentlemen, 
it  is  not  neceflary  there  fhould  be  two  witnefles 
to  the  felf-fame  faft  at  the  felf-fame  time;  but  if 
there  be  two  witnefles  tending  to  the  felf-fame 
fad,  though  it  was  at  feveral  times,  and  upon  fe- 
veral occafions,  they  will  be  in  point  of  law  two 
witnefles,  which  are  neceflary  to  convid  a  man 
for  high  treafon.  Gentlemen,  I  make  no  doubt 
this  thing  is  known  to  you  all,  not  only  by  the 
judgment  of  all  the  Judges  in  England,  but  the 
judgment  of  the  Lords  in  Parliament,  when  I 
doubt  not  the  prifoner  at  the  bar  did  attend,  in 
the  cafe  of  my  Lord  Strafford,  wherein  one  wit- 
ne(s  gave  an  account  of  a  confpiracy  in  England, 
Tuberville  of  another  in  France,  and  by  the 
opinion  of  all  my  Lords  the  Judges  approved 
in  Parliament,  that  was  enough,  and  he  was  con-» 
vided. 

The  queftion  is.  Whether  we  have  fufficiently 
proved  this  matter.  Gentlemen,  I  muft  tell  you, 
we  rake  no  goals,  nor  bring  any  profligate  per- 
fons,  perfons  that  wanted  faith  or  credit  before 
this  time.  I  muft  tell  you,  that  notwithftanding 
the  fair  notice  that  hath  been  given  to  the  prifo- 
ner at  the  bar  (that  you  fee  he  hath  taken  an  ad- 
vantage of  it,  he  hath  given  an  account  of  a  pri- 
vate 


the  TJMAL    OF 

vaie  converfation  which  my  Ix>rd  Hov^ard  had 

before  that  noble  perfon  that  was  witnefs^  fince 

he  was  taken)  he  has  not  given  you  in  any  proof 

hitherto^  nay  I  (ay,  he  has  not  pretended  any 

thing  in  the  world.     Whefore,  you.  Gentlemen, 

tiiat  are  upon  your  oaths,  fliould  take  it  upon 

your  confciences,  that  two  men,  againft  whom 

there  is  no  objedion,  fhould  come  to  damn  their 

own  foi^s  to  take  away  the  life  of  this  gentleman, 

when  there  is  no  quarrel,  no  temptation  wherefore 

diefe  gentlemen  (hould  come  in  the  face  of  a 

court  of  juflice,  in  the  face  of  fuch  an  auditory, 

without  refpeft  to  that  iiifiiiice  fieing  to  whom 

they  appeal  for  coofirmatiofi  of  the  truth  of  their 

ieftimony  t  and  if  they  had  the  faith  of  men  or 

Chriftians,  they  moft  ncceflarily  conclude,  that 

if  diey  did  fvear  to  take  away  a  man's  life  that 

was  innocent,  God  would  fink  them  down  pr&« 

fently  into  helj* 

Gendcmen,  in  the  next  place,  I  oiuft  acquaint 
you,  that  the  firft  witfie£$.  Colonel  Rumfey»  it  is 
apparent  that  he  was  taken  notice  of  by  the  pri« 
ibner  as  a  man  fit  to  be  trufted;  he  was  engaged 
hy  my  Loid  ShsdMbury  s  but,  fays  he,  would  any 
man  believe  that  that  man  that  had  received  fo 
nany  marks  of  the  King's  lavoor,  both  ia  advan- 
tage to  his  eiate,  his  honour,  and  perfon^  could 
be  ever  contriving  fuch  an  heUifli  defign  as  this? 
Centiemen,  if  you  will  argue  from  fuch  uxnoertain 
€onja6kres,  thea  jU  cziminais  will  come  off. 

Who 
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tVho  fliould  think  that  my  Loni  of  Effex,  who 
had  been  advanced  fo  much  in  his  eftate  and  ho- 
nour, fhould  be  guilty  of  fuch  defperate  things ! 
which  had  he  not  been  confcious  of,  he  would 
fcarcely  have  brought  himfelf  to  that  untimely 
endi  to  avoid  the  methods  of  public  juftice.    Co- 
tend  Rumfey  tells  you,  my  Lord  Shaftfbury  was 
concerned  in  this  confpiracy.    I  am  forry  to  find 
that  there  have  been  fo  many  of  the  nobility  of 
this  land,  that  have  lived  fo  happily  under  the  be- 
nign influence  of  a  grsLcious  Prince,  (hould  make 
fo  ill  returns.     Gentlemen,  I  ihuft  appeal  to  you, 
whether  in  your  obfervation  you  found  Colonel 
Rumfey  to  be  over  hafty  and  an  over  zealous 
'  witnefs ;  he  did  not  come  as  if  he  came  in  fpite 
tothe  prifdner  at  the  bar;  you  found  how  we 
were  forced  to  pump  out  every  thing  ;  but  after 
he* had  been  preffed  over  and  over  again,  then  he 
came  to  it ;  fo  that  I  obferve  to  you,  that  he  wa« 
an  ahwillit^g  witnefs. 

Gentlemen,  give  me  leave  to  obferve  to  you> 
theprifoner  at' the  bar,  before  fuch  time  as  Mr. 
iSicphard  came  up  and  gave  evidence  againft  him, 
hys  he,  I  cime  only  by  accident,  only  to  tafte  a 
parcel  of  wine.  Mr  Shephard  when' he  comes 
up,  he  tejl  you  there  was  no  fuch  defign.  Fer- 
gufoD,  that  was  the  perfon  he  kept  company  with, 
(the  revereiid  Dean  and  the  reft  of  the  Clergy  of 
the  Church  of  England,  they  were  not  fit  to  be 
trufted  with  it,  but  this  independent  parfon,  Fer- 
*  M  gufon) 
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gufon)  be  gives  notice  of  the  coming  of  thefe 
pcrfons ;  and  in  purfuance  of  this  notice  they  all 
come ;  they  come  late  in  the  evening ;  not  in  the 
poflure  and  quality  they  ufe  to  go»  for  you  find 
they  had  not  fo  much  a^  a  coach.     Is  it  probabler 
they  came  to  tafte  wine  ?   Wherefore  did  they  go 
up  into  a  room  ?    Wherefore  did  they  order  Mr. 
Shepbard  that  lione  of  the  boys  (hould  come  up» 
but  that  the  malter  mull  fetch  the  fugar  and  wine 
himfelf ?    Wherefore  you  may  perceive  the  ac- 
tion they  were  upon,  there  were  only  to  be  fuch 
perfons  as  had  an  aflFe^on  for  fuch  a  caufe.  You 
find  purfuant  to  what  Colonel  Rumfey  fays«  that 
there  was  a  dircQion  to  take  a  view  of  the  guards ; 
that  Sir  Thomas  Armftrong  comes  back  and  makes 
this  report : — Says  he«  I  have  taken  notice  they 
are  in  fuch  an  idle>  carele£»  pofture>  that  it  is  not 
impoifible  to&trprize  them.     This  Mr,  Shepbard 
be  does  not  come,  nor  does  he  appear  to  you  to 
come  here  out  of  any  vindiAive  humour^  to  da 
the  prifoner  at  the  bar  any  hurt. 

In  the  next  place,  we  have  my  Lord  Howard : 
he  comes  and  pofitively  tells  you»  after  be  had 
given  an  account,  (for  you  obfcrve  there  were 
two  parts  to  be  a^ed  in  this  horrid  tragedy;  there 
was  firft  the  fcoundrel  fort  of  peqple  were  to  be 
concerned  to  take  away  the  life  of  the  Ring  and 
the  Duke  s  the  great  perfons  were  to  head  the 
party  in  the  rifing)  they  put  themielves  in  proper 
poftures^  each  of  th^m  confentmg  to  fomething 

of 
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b^the  furprize,  iiiafmiich  as  you  obfcrvc  that  Sir 
Thomas  Armftrong  and  fome  other  perfons  might 
not  be  trufted.  They  come  and  refolve  them- 
felves  out  of  a  general  council^  sLnd  they  meet 
in  a  particular  council  of  fix^  looking  upon  them- 
felves  as  the  heads  of  the  party ;  and  I  inuft  tell 
you  many  of  them  (we  live  not  in  an  age  of  fuch 
obfcurity^  but  we  know  them)  how  fond  they  have 
been  of  the  applaufe  of  the  people !  As  that  per- 
fon  encouraged  himfelf  yeftcrday,  they  were  the 
Uheratores  PatrJf  that  Could  murder  the  King 
and  the  Duke^ 

My  Lord,  1  muft  take  notice,  that  this  noble 
Lord  is  known  to  have  an  intimacy  with  him  ; 
you  obferve  with  how  much  tendernefs  he  is 
pleafed  to  deliver  himfclf ;  how  carefully  he  re- 
ports the  debates  of  the  particular  confults  of  the 
perfons  to  be  intrufted  in  the  management ;  he 
tells  you  that  tioble  Lord,  the  prifoner  at  the  bar, 
was  pitched  upon,  and  Algernon  Sydney^  a  man 
famous  about  the  town.     For  what  ?   Td  call  in 
parties  from  fome  of  his  Kfajefty^s  other  domu 
tiions^  perfons  we  know  ripe  enough  for  rebel, 
lion,  to  afli(l«     Puf fuant  to  this^  you  find  perfons 
fent  of  a  meflage  for  fome  to  come  over,  whereof 
feme  are  in  hold :   fo  that  for  all  dark  and  ob- 
icure  fort  of  matters,  nothing  can  be  brought 
beuer  to  light  than  this,  of  taking  all  matters  to- 
getlier^  with  the  concurring  circumfiances  of  time 
and  places 

M  51  Gen- 
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Gentlemen,  I  muft  confefs  this  noble  Lord 
hath  given  an  account  by  feveral  honourable  per- 
fons  of  his  converfation,  which  is  a  very  eafy 
matter.  Do  you  think  if  any  m^n  had  a  defign 
to  raife  a  rebellion  againff  the  crown,  that  he 
would  talk  of  it  to  the  reverend  divines,  and  the 
noble  lords  that  are  known  to  be  of  integrity  to 
the  crown  ?  Do  you  think  the  gentleman  at  the 
bar  would  have  fo  little  concern  for  his  own  life, 
to  make  this  difcourfe  his  ordinary  converfation? 
No ;  it  muft  be  a  particular  confult  of  fix,  that 
muft  be  cntrufted  with  this.  I  tell  you,  it  is  not 
the  divines  of  the  Church  ofEngland,  but  an  in- 
dependent divine,  that  is  to  be  concerned  in  this'; 
they  muft  be  perfons  of  their  own  complexion 
and  humour ;  for  meii  will  apply  themfelves  to 
proper  inftruments. 

Gentlemen,  I  would  not  labour  in  this  cafe ; 
for  far  be  it  from  any  man  to  endeavour  to  take 
away  the  life  of  the  innocent.  And  whereas  that 
noble  Lord  fays,. he  hath  a  virtuous  good  lady, 
he  hath  many  children,  he  hath  virtue  and  honour 
he  puts  into  the  fcale ;  Gentlemen,  I  muft  tell  you 
on  the  other  fide,  you  have  confciences,  religion ; 
you  have  a  Prince,  and  a  merciful  one  too  ;  con- 
fidcr  the  life  of  your  Prince,  the  life  of  his  pofte- 
rity,  the  confequences  that  would  have  attended  if 
•this  villainy  had  taken  effefl.  What  would  have 
become  of  your  lives  and  religion  ?  What  would 
have  become  of  that  religion  we  have  been  fo 

fond 
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fond  of  preferving?  Gentlemen,  I  muftput  thefe 
things  home  upon  your  confciences,  I  know  you 
will  remember  the  horrid  murder  of  the  moft 
pious  Prince  the  martyr.  King.  Charles  the  Firft. 
How  far  the  pradices  of  ^lofe  perfons  have  in- 
fluenced the  feveral  puni{hments  fince,  is  too  v 
great  a  fecret  ^  for  me  to  examine.  But  now  I 
fay,  you  have  the  Jife  of  a  merciful  King;  you 
have  a  religion  that  every  honeft  man  ought  to 
ftand  by,  and  I  am  fure  every  loyal  man  will  ven- 
ture his  life  and  fortune  for.  You  have  your 
wives  and  children.  Let  not  the  greatnefs  of 
any  man  corrupt  you,  but  difcharge  your  con- 
fcicnce  both  to  God  and  the  King,  and  to  your 
pofterij^V. 

I.  C.  J.  Gendemen  of  the  Jury,  the  prifo- 
ner  at  the  bar  ftands  indifted  before  you  of  high 
treafon,  in  compaffing  and  defigning  the  death  of 
the  Ki|)g,  and  in  declaring  of  it  by  overt  afts, 
endeavouring  to  raife  infurre£lions  and  popular 
commotions  in  the  kingdom  here.  To  this  he 
hadi  pleaded  not  guilty.  You  have  heard  the 
evidence  that  hath  been  againft  him ;  it  hath  been 
at  large  repeated  by  the  King's.  Council,  which 
will  take  off  a  great  deal  of  my  trouble  in  repeat- 
ing it  to  you  again.  I  know  you  cannot  but  take 
notice  of  it,-  and  remember  it,  it  having  been 
ftated  twice  by  ,two  of  the  King's  Council  to 
you ;  it  is  long,  and  you  fee  what  the  parties 
here  have  proved.  There  is  firft  of  all  Colonel 
M3  Rumfey; 
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Rumfey  ;  he  dots  atteft  a  meetfng  at  Mr.  Shep^ 
hard's  houfe,  and  you  hear  ^o  what  parpofe  he 
fays  it  was ;  the  meflage  that  be  brought,  and  the 
return  he  had  j    it  was  to  enquire  concerning  a 
rifing  at  Tauntoq ;  and  that  he  had  in  return  to 
nay  Lord  Shaftfbury  was,  that  Mr.  Trenchard  had 
failed  them,  and  my  Lord  muft  be  contented,  for 
it  could  not  be  at  that  time.     You  hear  that  he 
does  fay  they  did  defign  a  rifing ;  he  faith  there 
was  a  rifing  defigned  in  November ;  I  think  he 
faith  the  fcventeenth,  upon  the  day  'of  Queen 
Elizabeth's  birth.     You  hear  he  does  fay,  there 
was  at  that  mi^eting  fome  difcourfe  concerning  in* 
ipe£iing  the  King's  guards,  and  feeing  how  they 
kept  themfelvcs,  and  whether  they  might  be  fur- 
prized  ;  and  this,  he  fays,  was  all  in  order  to  a 
rifing.     He  (ays,  that  at  this  my  Lord  Ruflell 
was  prefent.     Mr.  Shephard  does  fay>  that  my 
Lord  Rufiell  was  there ;  that  he  came  into  this 
meeting  with  the  Duke  of  Monmouth,  and  he 
did  go  a\Yay  with  the  Duke  of  Monmouth,  as  he 
believes.     He  fays  there  nyas  forae  difcourfe  of  a 
rifing  or  infurre^iion  that  was  to  be  procured 
within  the  kingdom ;  but  he  does  not  tell  you  the 
particulars  of  any  thing,  he  himfelf  does  not.  My 
Lord  Howard  afterwards  does  come  and  tell  you 
of  a  great  difcourfe  he  had  with  my  Lord  Shaftf* 
bury,  in  order  to  a  rifing  in  the  city  of  London  i 
and  my  Lord  Shaftfbury  did  value  himfelf  mighr 
fily  upon  ten  thoufand  inen  he  hoped  to  raife ; 

and 
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and  a  great  deal  of  difcourfe  he  had  with  my 
Lord  Shaftlbury.     This  he  does  by  way  of  in^ 
ducement  to  what  he  fays  concerning  my  Lord 
RufTelK     The  evidence  againft  him  is  fome  con- 
fults  that  there  were  by  fix  of  them^  who  took 
upon  them^  as  he  fays,  to  be  a  council  for  the 
management  of  the  infurrefiion  that  was  to  he 
procured  in  this  kingdom.      He  inftances  in  two 
that  were  for  this  purpofe ;  the  one  of  them  at 
Mr.  Hambden's  houfc,  the  other  at  my  Lord 
Rufleli'a  houfe.     And  he  tells  you  at  thefe  meet- 
ings there  was  fome  difcourfe  of  providing  trea« 
Aire,  and  of  providing  arms  i  but  they  came  to 
DO  refuit  in  thefe  things.     He  tells  you,  that 
there  was  a  defign  to  fend  for  fome  of  the  king« 
Aom  of  Scotland,  that  might  join  them  in  thit 
thing.     And  this  is,  upon  the  matter,  the  fub« 
fiance  of  the  evidence  that  hath  been  at  large 
declared  to  you  by  the  King's  Council,  and  what 
you  have  heard.     Now,  Gentlemen,  I  muft  tell 
you  fome  things  it  lies  upon  us  to  dired  you  in* 

My  Lord  excepts  to  diefe  witnefles,  becaufe 
they  are  concerned  by  thqir  own  (hewing  in  this 
defign.  If  there  were  any,  I  did  dire£i  (fome  of 
you  might  hear  me)  yefterday,  that  that  was  no 
fufficient  exception  againft  a  man's  being  an  evi* 
dence  in  the  cafe  of  treafon,  that  he  himfelf  was 
concerned  in  it ;  they  are  the  moft  proper  per^* 
Tons  to  be  evidence,  none  being  able  to  deted 
focb  coonfek  but  them.  You  have  heard  my 
M  4  Lord 
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Lord  Ruffell's  witneffes,  that  he  hath  brought 
concerning  them,  and  concerning  his  own  inte- 
grity and  courfe  of  life,  how  it  has  been  fober 
and  civil,  with -a  great  refpeO:  to  religion,  as  thefe 
gentlemen  do  all  teftify.      Now  the  queftion  be- 
fore you  will  be,  -Whether  upon  this  whole  mat- 
ter, you  do  believe  my  Lord  Ruflell  had  any  de- 
fign  upon  the  King's  life,  to  deftroy  the  King,  or 
.  take  away  his  life,  for  that  is  the  material  part 
here.     It  is  ufed  and  given  you  fby  the  King's 
Council)  as  an  evidence  of  this,  that  he  did  con- 
fpire  to  raife  an  infurreftion^  and  to  caufe  a  rif- 
ing  of  the  people,  to  make  as  It  were  a  rebellion 
•within  the  nation,   and  to  furprize  the   King's, 
guards,  which,  fay  they,  can  have  no  other  end 
but  to  feize  and  deftroy  the  king;  and  it  is  a 
great  evidence  (if  my  Lord  Ruflell  did  defigti 
to  feize  the  King's  guards,  and  make  an  infur-* 
reftion  in  the.kingdom)  of  a  defign  to  {urprize 
the  King's  perfon.     It  muft  be  left  to  you  upon 
the  whole  matter.      You  have  not  evidence  in 
this  cafe  as  there  was  in  the  other  matter  that  was 
tried  in  the  morning,  or  yefterday,  againft  the 
confpirators  to  kill  the  King  at  the  Rye.    There 
was  a  direft  evidence  of  a  confult  to  kill  the 
King  ;  that  is  not  given  you  in  this  cafe ;  this  is 
an  aid  of  contriving  rebellion  and  an  infurredion 
within  the  kingdom^   and   to.  fpize  his  guards, 
whic'    is  urged  as  an  evidence,  and  furely  is  in 
itf^it  an  evidence^  to  feize  and  deftroy  the  King* 

Upon 
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,  Upon  this  whole  matter,  this  is  left  to  you;  If 
you  believe  theprifoner  at  the  bar  tp  have  cdrt- 
fpired  the  death  of  the  King,  and  in  order  to  that 
to  have  had  thcfe  confults  that  thefe  wiineffes 
fpeakof/then  you  muft  find  him  guilty  of  this 
^eafon  tliat  is  laid  to  his  charge*  :      . 

**  Then  the  Court  adjourned  till  four  o*clock 
•*  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  Jury  brought 
**  the  faid  Lord  Ruifell  in  guilty  of  the  faid 
**  high  treafon.^* 

Saturday,  July  14. 

Lord  Ruflell  was  brought  to  the  bar. 

'  CLofCr.  William  RufTell,  Efq.  hold  up  thy  • 
hand  (which  he  did).  Thou  haft  been  indi6led 
for  high  treafon  againft  our  Sovereign  Lord  the 
'King,  and  thereupon  haft  pleaded  not  guilty,  and 
for  thjfL  trial  has  put  thyXelf  upon  thy  country, 
which  country  has  found  thee  guilty.  What 
canft  thou  fay  for  thyfelf  why  judgment  of  death 
fliould  not  pafs  upon  thee  according  to  law  ? 

X.  RuffclL     Mr.  Recorder,  I  fliould  be  very 
glad  to  hear  the  indiftment  read. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.     You  may  read  it. 

CI.  of  Cr.  .  Will  you  have  it  read  in  Latin  or 
in  Englifli  ? : 

L.Ruffkll.     In  Englifli.    '  . 

The  Clerk. read  to  the  words ' "  Of  confpiring 
«  the  life  of  the  King.*'  ^ 

L.  RuJJill. 
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L.  RuJftlL  Hold : — I  thought  I  had  not  been 
charged  in  the  indiftment  as  it  is»  of  compaffing 
and  confpiring  the  death  of  the  King. 

JIfr.  At.  Gen.     Yes,  my  Lord. 

L.  Ruffell.  But»  Mr.  Recorder,  if  all  that  the 
vitnefles  fwore  againft  me  be  true,  I  appeal  to 
you  and  to  the  Courts  I  appeal  to  you  whether  I 
am  guilty  within  the  ftatute  of  25  Ed.  IIL  they 
having  fworn  a  confpiracy  to  levy  war }  but  no 
intention  of  killing  the  King:  and  therefore  I 
think  truly  judgment  ought  not  to  pafs  upon  me 
for  confpiring  the  death  of  the  King,  of  which 
there  was  no  proof  by  any  one  witnefs. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.     That  is  no  exception. 

jlfr.  Recorder.  My  Lord,  that  was  an  ex^ 
ception  proper^  (and  as  I  think  you  did  make  it) 
before  the  verdid ;  whether  the  evidence  does 
amount  to  prove  the  charge,  that  is  proper  to  be 
obferved  to  the  Jury;  for  if  the  evidence  come 
ihort  of  the  indiOment,  they  cannot  find  it  to  be 
a  true  charge ;  but  when  the  Jury  has  found  it, 
their  verdiQ  does  pafs  for  truth.  We  are  bound 
by  the  verdid  as  well  as  your  LordQiip ;  we  are 
to  go  by  what  the  Jury  have  founds  not  ibeif 
evidence. 

L.  Ruffell.    Without  any  proof? 

Mr.  Recorder.  The  Jury  muft  be  governed 
by  their  evidence. 

L.  Ruffell.  I  think  it  very  bard  I  mmft  be 
condemned  upon  a  point  that  there  wat  not  one 

thing 


LORD  WILLIAM  RUSSELL.  dx:d 

thing  of  it  fworn ;  therefore  I  think  I  may  very 
legally  demand  arreft  of  judgment. 

Mr.  Recordtr.  I  hope  your  Lordfhip  will 
confider  it  is  not  the  Court  can  give  a  verdi£l ; 
it  muft  be  the  Jury.  I  believe  there  is  no  body 
in  the  Court  does  delight  in  giving  fuch  judg^ 
ments^  efpecially  ag^nft  your  Lordfhip.  The 
Terdi£l  is  founds  and  the  King's  Attorney  Gene-* 
peral>  on  behalf  of  the  Ring^  does  demand  it. 

Mr.  At.  Gen.  I  do  demand  judgment  of  the 
Court  againft  the  pfifoner. 

Proclamation  made  for  filence^  whilft  judgment 
was  given. 

Mr.  Recorder.  My  Lord  Ruflell^  your  Lord* 
fliip  hath  been  indided,  and  tried,  and  found 
guilty  of  high  treafon,  the  greateft  of  crimes^ 
Your  quality  is  great,  and  your  crime  is  great ; 
and  I  hppe  and  exped  that  your  behaviour  and 
preparation  in  this  condition  will  be  proportion* 
able.  My  Lord,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  witnefles 
to  give  evidence  according  to  truth ;  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Jury  to  proceed  according  to  evi- 
dence ;  and  i(  is  the  duty  of  the  Court  to  give 
judgment  according  to  the  verdift.  It  is  the 
King*s  plcafure,  (ignified  by  his  Attorney  Ge- 
neral, to  demand  judgment  againft  your  Lord- 
Ihip  according  to  this  verdift ;  ^ind  therefore,  my 
J-qrd,  I  fliall  not  delay  it  with  any  farther  cir* 

cqmlocution, 
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cumlocution.     The  judgment  the  law  hath  pro^ 
vided,  and  is  the  duty  of  the  Court  to  give,  is, 

•  "  That  you  be  carried  back  again  to  theplace 

**  from  whence  you  came,  and  from  thence 

**  be  drawn  upon  a  hurdle  to  the  place  of 

**  execution,  where  you  Ihall  be  hanged  up 

-  **  by  the  neck,  but  cut  down   alive,' your 

•  '*  entrails  and  privy  members  cut  off  from 
•*  your  body,  and  burnt  in  your  fight,  your 
**  head  to  be  fevered  from  your  body,  and 
*'  your  body  divided  into  four  parts,  and 
"  difpofed  at  the  King's  pleafure.  And  the 
**  JLord  have  mercy  upon  your  foul.*' 


J^It  will  be  proper  and  ufcful  to  add  the  following 
pertinent  and  judicious  Remarks,  made  by  our  bejl 
Hifiorians  and  Lawyers  on  the  nature  and  ijjut 
of  this  Tm/.]. 


Ralph.  X-jORD  RUSSELL  not  having  trufted  Rumfey, 
and  having  forgot  the  difcourfe  at  Shephard's,  did 
not  care  to  think  himfelf  in  danger,  or  that  he 
ought  to  give  the  courtiers  an  opportunity  to 
urge,  that  his  flight  was  a  confeflion  of  his  guilt. 
Thus  he  was  induced  to  ftand  his  ground ;  he 
.made  no  effort  of  any  kind  to  efcape,  but  obeyed 
the  warrant  as  implicitly  as  if  it  had  been  backed 

by 
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by  an  army.  Why,  of  all  the  four  in  the  Tower 
(Earl  of  Effex,  I-ord  Ruflell,  Sidney  and  Harop*. 
den)  Lord  RuiTell  was*^ pitched*  upon  to  be.  the 
firft  facrifice,  may  furnifli  matter  for  enquir)!:, 
without  producing  any  fatisfaftory  cohclufion.  .  ,^ 
•It  may  be  ufged  by  fome,.  that  of  the, whole 
'fa6li6n^  this  lord  was  the  moft  eminent  for  the 
fimplicity  of  his  manners  and  the  purity  of  his 
life;  that^he  had  diftinguiihed  himfelf  moft  by 
his  zeal  againft  Popery,  and  for  the  exclufion  of 
a  popifli  heir ;  and  that  he  was  the  moft  formi- 
dable, both  on  account  of  the  vaft  property  he 
poffeffed,  and  was  heir  to,  and  the  intereft  he  had 
among  the  people  •  and  by  others,  that  the  Court 
were  moft  fortified  with  matter  offaft  againft 
him,' and  witneflesto  jiiftify  them.  The  indi6l- 
raeht  was  in  fubftance,  for  confpiring  the  death 
of  the  King,  intending  to  levy  war ;  and  in  order 
thereto,  to  feize  the  guards.  His  requeft  for  put- 
ting off  the  trial,  Pemberton*  (L.  C.  J.)  thought 
fo  reafonable,  that  he  was  for  complying  with  it ; 
but  the  Attorney  General  would  admit  of  no 
delay ;  and,  in  confequence,  his  lordfliip  was  ob- 
liged to  join  iffue  immediately.  He  objefted,  the 
Jury  were  no  freeholders,  but  was  over-ruled; 
though  in  Fitzharris's  cafe,  when  the  fame  chal- 
lenge was  made  in  the  King's  behalf,  it  was  ad- 

*  Burnet  fuppofes  that  Pemberton  had  his  quUtus  foon 
after,  for  Ihewing  no  more  violence  againft  the  prifoner. 

mitted 
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mitted  without  any  difficulty*     Such  a  Proteus 
is  authority! 

When  Lord  Ruflell  came  into  court,  he  de^ 
fired  a  delay  of  his  trial  until  next  day ;  becaufe 
fome  of  his  witnefies  could  not  arrive  in  town 
before  the  evening.     Sawyer,  the  Attorney  Gc- 
neralj  with  an  inhuman  repartee,  anfwered,  **  But 
you  did  not  intend  to  have  granted  the  King  the 
delay  of  an  hour  for  faving  his  life;*'  and  re- 
fufed  his  confent  to  the  requeft.     Ruflell  having 
aCked  leave  of  the  court,  that  notes  of  the  evi- 
dence for  his  ufe  might  be  taken  by  the  hand  of 
another ;  the  Attorney  General^  in  order  to  pre- 
vent him  from  getting  the  aid  of  counfel,  told 
him  he  might  ufe  the  hand  of  one  of  his  fervants 
in  writing,  if  he  pleafed.     ''  I  alk  none,*'  an-> 
fwered  the  prifoner,  ''  but  that  of  the  lady  who 
fits  by  me»"    When  the  fpedators,  at  thefe  words 
turned  their  eyes,  and  beheld  the  daughter  of  the 
virtuous  Southampton,  rifing  up  to  aflift  her  Lord 
in  this  his  utmoft  diftreis,  a  thrill  of  anguifli  ran 
through  the  affembly  :  but  when  in  his  defenctf/ 
he  faid,   '*  there  can  be  no  rebellion  now,  as  in 
former  times,  for  there  are  now  no  great  men  left 
in  England,'*  a  pang  of  a  different  nature  was 
felt   by   thofe  who  thought  for  the   public.*^ 
Howard  was  the  chief  witnefs  againft  hinu 

Lord  Howard  faid,  that  every  one  knew  Lord 
Ruflell  was  a  perfpn  of  very  great  judgment,  and 
not  over  lavifli  in  difcourfe ;  and  that  there  was 

no 
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no  formal  queftion  put ;  but  then  there  was  no 
contradi&ion^  and^  as  he  took  it^  all  gave  their 
confent^  &c« 

Lord  Ruflell  demanded  to  know  on  what  fta« 
tute  he  was  indided;  for  if  on  the  13  Car.  II.  the 
time  prefcribed  by  it  for  profecution  was  elapfed^ 
(fix  months)  which  deftroyed  Rumfey's  evidence; 
and  if  on  85  £d«  IIL  a  defign  to  levy  war  would 
not  amount  to  treafon^  unlets  rendered  manifeft  by 
fome  overt  a€t  The  Attorney  General  replied^ 
that  he  was  indifked  on  the  latter ;  adding^  ac* 
cording  to  the  rules  of  law  logic,  that  a  de^gn  to 
dq)ofe  the  King,  to  imprifon  him,  or  raife  his 
fttb]e£b  againft  htm,  were  within  that  ftatute,  and 
evidence  of  a  defign  to  kill  the  King. 

The  old  Earl  of  Anglefey,  Mr.  Edw.  Howard^ 
Lard  Cavendtfli,  Dr.  Burnet,  Dr.  Tillotfon,  Dn 
Co3C,  Lord  CliflFord,  Mr.  Levefon  Gower,  Mr. 
Spencer,  and  Dr.  Fitwilliam,  all  fpoke  of  the 
Lord  Ruffdl,  as  one  of  the  moft  amiable,  and 
moft  inofFenfive  of  men. 

The  Duke  of  Somerfet,  Earl  of  Anglefey,  and 
Edward  Howard  faid,  that  Lord  Howard  de« 
dared,  he  believed  Lord  Ruffell  innocent ;  others  ^^"' 
fpoke  to  his  private  charafler,  and  declared  his 
great  worth  and  probity,  his  virtuous  and  fober 
hfe,  and  confequently  the  improbability  of  his 
being  thus  engaged.  His  good  charader  was 
turned  againft  him  by  the  King's  counfel,  who 
faid,  there  could  not  be  any  more  dangerous  ene- 
mies 
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fnies  to  the  ftate,  than  fufch  a5  come  fdber  to  en- 
deavour its  deftruftion.  -       -  . 

Difpiay  of  The  Solicitor  General  bade  the  July  cbnfider; 
T>«nny.  ^j^^^  Lord  Ruflcll  WHS  but  a  mail/  arid  that  men 
fall  by  feveril-temp^tations :  feme  out  of  revenge; 
fome  by  malice^  fall  into  fucJi  offences  as  thefe; 
my  Lord  is  not  of  this  temper:  biit.  Gentlemen, 
there  is  another  great  and-  dangerous  temptation 
that  attends  people  in  his  circumftkncds,  whi^tber 
it  be  pride  or  ambition,' or  the  cruel  friare  of  po- 
pularity, being  cried'up  as  a  patr6b 'of'ltberty. 
This  is  the  only  way  to  tempt  perfons  ^6f; virtue, 
and  the  devil  knew  it,  when  he'temptedithe  pat- 
tern of  virtue.  Though  he  be  a  perfonoE  virtue, 
I  am  afraid  thefe  temptations  have*  prevailed 
with  my  Lord.  .' 

The  many  hardfliips  and  great  injuftice  put 
upon  his  Lordfliip,  have  been  admirably  well 
fliewn  by  the  learned  pens  of  the  Right  Ho- 
nourable the  Lord  Chief  Bkrbh  Atkyns,  Mr. 
(afterwards  Sir)  John  Hawles,  Mr.  Acherly, 
Lord  Delam'efe,  Mn  Coke,  &c. 

oidmixon.  The  morning  of  Lord  Ruffell's  trial,  the  Earl 
of  EfTex  was  found  with,  his  throat  cut  in  the 
Tower.  Hawles  faith,  my  Lord  was  kiMed^  or 
to  be  killed,  that  morning'.  *  They  wer^.  ^ei^fible 
the  evidence  againft  my  Lord  Ruffell  was  very 
defeSive,  and  that  accident  was  to  ^  help   it  out. 

Coke.  Immediate  notice  was  fenr  to  the  Old  Baily,  that 
in  the  worft  fenfe,  ufe  miglit  be  made  of  it  by 

the 
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Tind* 


ihc  King's  Counfcl.  The  blaze  of  the  Earl's 
having  murdered  himfelf,  had  its  defigned  effedi 
upon  my  Lord  RuffcU's  trial.  Thus  they  took 
occafion  to  infinuate  to  the  Jury,  the  reality  of 
the  plot,  finire  the  Earl  of  Effex  rather  chofe  to  lay 
violent  hands  on  himfelf  than  fland  a  trial :  and 
yetj  according  to  Sir  Johp  Dalrymple^  Lord  Ef- 
fex would  not  make  his  efcape,  nor  avoid  appre- 
henfion,  though  be  eafily  might,  "  left  it  might 
draw  fufpicion  upon  Lord  Ruffell,  and  bring  bis 
life  into  danger." 

Jefferies,  to  fhew  his  zeal,  made  an  infolent  de-r        nair* 
clamation,  full  of  fury  and  indecent  inve£Uves. 
And  in  bis  fpeech  to  the  Jury,  turned  the  un-p 
timely  fate  of  Efliex  into  a  proof  pf  his  confcjouf« 
nefs  of  the  confpiracy. 

Lord  RufTell ,  fpoke  to  this  efiFea : — Th^  his 
heart  bad  ever  been  fincerely  loyal  and  aiFec- 
tionate  to  the  King  and  government,  which  he 
thought  the  beft  government  in  the  world  5  that 
he  prayed  as  fincerely  for  his  Majefty's  long  an4 
happy  life  as  any  man  alive ;  that  therefore,  ;here 
was  no  likelihood  that  he  (hould  go  about  to  raife 
a  rebellion,  which  he  looked  upon  as  both  wicked 
and  impradicable ;  that  he  had  never  defired  any 
thing  to  be  redrefled,  but  in  a  parliamentary  and 
legal  way  ;  that  he  had  always  been  againft  inno- 
vations, and  all  irregularities  whatfoever,  and 
ihould  be  as  long  as  he  lived,  whether  his  life 
"was  to  be  long  or  fliort. — ^^  I  call  heaven  and 

N  earth 
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earth  to  witnefs,  that  I  never  had  a  defign  againfk 
the  King's  life/' — And, 

Lord  Howard  owned,  he  did  not  believe  either 
Lord  RuffcU  or  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  had  any 
defign  to  murder  the  King  ;  all  indeed  acquitted 
him  of  any  (hare  in  the  fcheme  of  aflaiSnation. 
— I^Treafon  by  conftruQion  or  implication^  is 
what  the  law  abhors.] 

Bumrt.  The  Chief  Juftice  reprefented  to  the  Jury,  that 

a  defign  to  fcize  the  guards,  was  a  defign  againft 
the  King's  life, — The  Jury  brought  in  their  vec- 
via — Guilty. 

Ripin.  The  fentence  was  confidered  by  all  who  had 

any  fenfe  of  (hame  left,  as  the  moft  cfying  injuf- 
tict  ever  known  in  England ;  for. the  Lord  Ruf- 
fell  was  condemned  for  words  fpoke  in  his  hear- 
ing, which  in  England  can  never  pafs  for  treafon, 

Kaiph.  The  lawyers  are  fo  fenfible  of  the  many  appa« 

rent  flaws  in  this  proceeding,  notwithftanding  all 
the  art  ufed  to  hide  them,  that  they  are  con- 
ftrained  to  appeal  to  common  fenfe,  which  is 
ever  the  laft  thing  they  do,  whether  the  death  of 
the  King  was  not  implied  in  fuch  an  atten^pt 
(feizing  the  guards)  ;  whereas  the  Jury  have  no- 
thing to  do  with  implication ;  and  nothing  can  be 
more  irreconcileable  to  common  fenfe,  than  to 
fuppofe  that  a  law  enafted  purpofely  to  reftrain 
and  limit  the  interpretation  of  treafons,  as  that 
of  £dw.  III.  notorioufly  was,  (hould  authorize 
any  attempt  of  any  (cind^  out  of  parliament^  to 

enlarge 
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enlarge  and  multiply  them.     And  now,  though  it 

might  be  the  obvious  intereft  of  venal  counfcl^ 

bene  placito  judges,  and  proftitute  courtiers,  to 

hunt  down  an  obnoxious  man ;  it  is  fomewhat 

hard  to  guefs,  why  twelve  of  the  people,  who 

were  equally  concerned  with  the  prifoner  himfelf, 

in  the  prefervation  of  civil  and  religious  liberty, 

which  was  unquestionably  the  great  point  for 

which  he  cxpofed  himfelf  to  fuch  mighty  hazards, 

Ihould  fo  far  reCgn  their  rcafon  into  the  hands  of 

the  court,  as  to  accommodate  their  verdift  to  the 

fubtilties  of  the  lawyers,  rather  than  the  naked 

matter  of  fad,  and  the  obligation  of  their  own 

oath  to  be*  governed  thereby,     ^t  in  fpeaking 

of  motives,  we  cannot  be  too  modcft ;   nor  dp 

thefe  men  want  advocates,  >ho  numbered  them 

among  the  good  and  faithful   fervants   of  the 

crown,  for  having  doomed  to  death  one  of  the 

B£ST  and  N0BL£ST  of  their  fellow  fubje£ls. 

Acherley,  fays  the  crime  charged  upon  Lord 
kuflell  was  only  mifprifion  of  treafon :  Lord 
Delamere,  that  it  did  not  come  within  the  ftatute 
on  which  the  indidment  was  founded ;  therefore 
he  ought  to  have  been  acquitted. 

Burnet  calls  him  that  great,  but  innocent  vic- 
tim, that  was  facrificed  to  the  rage  of  a  party, 
who  was  condemned  for  treafonable  words  faid 
in  his  bearing. 

And  another  ftiles  Lord  RufTell  "  a  martyr  for       ^^^?^ 
the  true  religion  and  the  liberties  of  his  country." 

N  a  Treby, 
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Treby,  ihc  Recorder,  who  had  fo  long  la- 
boured with  him  in  the  fame  caufe,  was  left  to 
pronounce  the  fentence,  and  who  had  the  mean- 
nefs  to  fubmit  to  that  piece  of  drudgery,  and 
even  to  argue  againft  an  arreft  of  judgment,  rather 
than  lay  down  his  office,  of  which  he  was  never- 
thelefs  foon  after  deprived. 
Kaiph.  In  arreft  of  judgment  (the  indi£hnent  being 

read  in  Englilh)  Lord  RulTell,  to  the  words  which 
charged  him  with  confpiring  the  King's  death, 
bbjefted,  very  truly,  that  nothing  of  that  nature 
had  been  proved  againft  him,  and  confequently 
that  judgment  ought  not  to  pafs  on  him.  The 
Recorder  anfwered,  the  exception  came  too  late  j 
that  it  ought  to  have  been  made  before  the  ver- 
diS ;  that  if  the  evidence  fell  fliort  of  the  charge, 
be  Ihould  have  pointed  it  out  to  the  Jury ;  for  in 
fuch  cafe  they  could  not  have  found  it  a  true 
charge ;  and  that  when  they  had  found  it,  their 
verdift  pafTed  for  truth.  The  unhappy  prifoner 
replied,  that  he  thought  it  very  hard  to  be  con- 
demned on  a  point  that  was  in  no  one  circum- 
ilance  made  good  by  evidence ;  and  again  in- 
fifted,  that  he  might  therefore  legally  demand  an 
arreft  of  judgment.  The  Recorder  had  again 
recourfe  to  evafions,  and  befought  his  Lordihip 
to  confider,  that  it  was  not  the  Court,  but  the 
Jury,  who  were  anfwerable  for  this  vcrdift; 
that  in  virtue  of  that  verdid,  the  King's  Attor- 
ney General  had  demanded  judgment,  which  the 

Court 
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Court  could  not  fefufe  him;  and  that,  therefore, 
he  muft  proceed  to  pafs  fentence,  which  he  did 
accordingly,  after  the  ufual  forms. 

RuiTell  (as  well  as  Hampden)  was  much  at.-  HmM. 
tacbcd  to  the  ancient  conftitution,  and  propofed 
only  the  exclufion  of  the  Duke  of  York,  and  the 
redrefs  of  grievances.  Applications  were  made 
to  the  King  for  a  pardon ;  even  money  to  the 
amount  of  ioo,oool.  was  offered  to  the  Duchefs 
of  Portfmouth,  by  the  old  Earl  of  Bedford,  father 
to  RuflelU — The  King  was  inexorable.— He  had 
obferved  that  the  prifoner,  befides  his  iecret  de- 
figns,  had  always  been  carried  to  the  higheft  ex- 
tremity of  oppofition  in  parliament.  When  fuch 
determined  refolution  was  obferved,  his  popula- 
rity, his  humanity,  his  juftice,  his  very  virtues, 
became  (b  many  crimes,  and  were  ufed  as  ar- 
guments againft  fparing  him.  Upon  the, whole, 
the  INTEGRITY  and  virtuous  intentions, 
rather  than  the  capacity  of  this  unfortunate  no- 
bleman, feem  to  have  been  the  fihining  parts 
of  hischara&en 

Rufieirs  Confort^  a  woman  of  great  merit,  ^^^^^ 
daughter  and  heirefs  of  the  good  Earl  of  South- 
ampton, threw  herfelf  at  the  King's  feet,  and 
pleaded  with  many  tears  the  merits  and  loyalty 
of  her  father,  as  an  atonement  for  thofe  errors 
into  which  honeft,  however  miftaken  principles, 
had  feduced  her  hufband.  Thefe  fupplications 
were  the  laft  inftance  of  female  weaknefs  (if  they 
N  3  defervc 
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deferve  the  name)  which  fhe  betrayed.  Find- 
ing all  applications  vain,  fhe  coUefted  courage, 
and  not  only  fortified  herfelf  againft  the  fatal 
blow,  but  endeavoured,  by  her  example,  to 
ftrengthen  the  refolution  of  her  unfortunate 
Lord.  With  a  tender  and  decent  compofurc, 
they  took  leave  of  each  other  the  day  of  his 
execution. 

oidmixon.  The  King  faw  the  virtuous  and  lovely  Laiy 
Rujfell  weeping  at  his  feet,  imploring  but  a  fliort 
reprieve  of  a  few  weeks  for  her  condemned 
Lord,  with  dry  ty^s  and  a  ftony  heart,  though 
flie  was  the  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Southamp- 
ton, the  beft  friend  he  ever  had  in  his  life. 

£.haid.  A  petition  was  drawn  up  for  fix  weeks  re- 
prieve by  Lord  Rufleirs  wifci  and  though  car- 
ried by  fo  excellent  a  lady,  and  daughter  to  the 
King's  greateil  friend,  it  was  rejefted. 

Rapin.  The  Lord  Ruffcll  was  fo  univerfally  efteemcd, 

that  it  could  not  be  thought  the  King  would  rc- 
fufe  his  pardon,  which  was  begged  by  fo  power- 
ful relations.  The  King  would  not  fo  much  as 
grant  a  reprieve  of  fix  weeks  to  his  lady,  though 
daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Southampton,  but  made 
her  this  aijfwer : — ^**  Shall  I  grant  that  man  fix 
weeks,  who,  if  it  had  been  in  his  power,  would 
not  have  granted  me  fix  hours  ?"«— Every  one, 
however,  was  perfuaded,  that  if  there  was  a  dc- 
fign  to  kill  the  King,  the  Lord  Ruffell  was  not 
concerned  in  it;  befides  that  he  denied  it  with 

his 


INTRODUCTION^  clxxxiii 

his  laft  breath.  He  was  not  condemned  for  that 
crime,  and  the  witnefles  which  depofed  againft 
him,  faid  nothing  like  it ;  and  yet  the  King,  to 
have  an  excufe  for  refufing  a  fliort  delay,  fup- 
pofed  that  the  crime  was  fully  proved.  It  can- 
not be  denied,  that  though  the  Lord  RufTell  had 
been  guilty  of  the  crime  for  which  he  was 
condemned,  namely,  of  giving  a  tacit  confcnt 
to  an  infurreftion,  the  King  could  never  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  exercifing  his  clemency 
vith  more  applaufe,  to  a  man  of  fo  known  virtue, 
near  relation  of  the  greateft  families  in  the  king- 
dom. But  all  thefe  confiderations  were  weak 
againft  the  paffion  of  revenge,  with  which  the 
King  and  Duke  of  York  were  a6luated.  The 
Lord  RufTell  had  been  one  of  the  warmeft  op- 
pofers  of  the  Duke;  had  joined  the  Earls  of 
Shaftlbury  and  Eflex,  and  carried  up  the  exclu- 
fion-bill  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  Thefe  were 
crimes  not  to  be  forgiven  by  the  King  and  his 
brother;  but  perhaps  moft  of  thofe  who  have 
perufed  the  tranfaSions  of  this  reign,  will  not 
think  it  fo  enormous  a  crime  to  endeavour  to 
oppofe  an  arbitraiy  power,  which  was  beginning 
to  be  introduced. 

All  poffible  methods  were  ufed  to  fave  Lord     Burnet 
RuffelPs  life.      Money  was  offered  to  all  that 
had  intereft,  and  that  without  meafure.     Peti- 
tions and  interceflions  were  made  by  his  rela- 
N  4  tionsy 
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tions,  and  himfelf  was  brought  to  prottiife*  to 
live  beyond  fea,  in  any  place  the  King  ihould 
name^  and  meddle  no  more  with  Englifh  aflfairs ; 
but  all  was  in  vain ;    the  King  and  Duke  both 
were  fixed  in  their  refolutions  that  he  fhould  die. 
Lord  Cavendifh  generoufly  offered  to  manage 
bis  efcape,  and  to  ftay  in  prifon  for  him  while 
he  ihould  go  away  in  his  clothes  j  but  he  would 
not  hearken  to  the  motion:  and  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth  fent  him  word,  that  if  he  thought  it 
would  do  him  any  fervice,  he  would  come  in 
and  run  fortunes  with  him  ;  but  his  anfwer  was, 
that  it  could  be  no  advantage  to  him  to  have  his 
friends  die  with  him, 
oidmLxon.      Lord  Cavendilh  offered — for  a  chofen  party 
of  horfe  to  attack  the  guard  as  the  coach  paffed 
by  the  ftreet  turning  into  Smithfield,  while  ano- 
ther party  did  the  fame  on  the  Old  Bailey  fide, 
to  take  my  Lord  out,  and  mounting  him  on  a 
horfe,  make  off  with  him,  which  it  was  fuppofed 
the  people  would  have  facilitated.      But  Lord 
Ruffell  would  not  by  any  means  confent  that  his 
friends  (hould  rifk  their  own  lives  to  fave  his ; 
but  fubmitting  himfelf  patiently  to  his  fate,  he 
prepared  to  receive  the  dreadful  ftroke  with  the 
meeknefs,  as  well  as  the  innocence  of  a  Iamb. 

*  In  a  letter  to  the  Duke  of  York,  dated  i6  July,  from 
Newgate,  which  was  delivered  to  the  Duchefsi  by  Lady 

Ruffell. 

At 
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At  the  place  of  execution,  he  declared  in  the 
words^of  a  dying  man,  that  he  knew  nothing  of 
a  plot  againft  the  King's  perfon  or  government. 

He  nobly  refufed  Lord  Cavendi(h*s  offer;  Kiipk. 
and,  as  he  had  fubmitted  his  cafe  to  the  deci- 
Con  of  the  laws,  was  refolded  to  abide  the  pe- 
nalty. Thefe  inftances  ferve  to  fliew  how  many 
happy  ingredients  made  up  the  compofition  of 
this  amiable  man,  and  how  natural  it  was  for 
his  party  to  make  ufe  of  his  idolized  name,  to 
give  a  fan6lion  to  their  caufe. 

The  King  (fays  Burnet)  would  not  hear  the 
difcourft^  of  Ihewing  any  favour  to  Lord  Ruf« 
fell ;  and  the  Duke  of  York  would  bear  the  dif- 
courfe,  though  he  was  refolved  againft  the  thing. 
But  according  to  Dr.  Wellwood,  his  Majefty  was 
not  only  inclined  to  pardon  him,  but  fuffered 
fome  words  to  efcape  on  the  very  day  he  was 
executed,  as  fufficiently  fliewed  his  irrefolution 
in  that  matter. 

In  the  Duke  of  Monmouth's  journal  it  is  faid     kouicl 
that  the  King  told  him,  he  inclined  to  have  faved 
the  Lord  Ruffell,  but  was  forced  to  confent  to 
his  death,  otherwife  he  muft  have  broke  with  his 
brother  the  Duke  of  York. 

The  Duke  of  York  defcended  fo  low  in  his  oidmUoB. 
revenge,  as  to  defire   that  this  innocent  Lord 
might  be  executed  before    his   own    door,    in 
Bloomfbury-fquare :  an  infult  the  King  himfelf 
would  not  confent  to. 

An 
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An  order  was  figned  for  his  execution  in  Lin- 
coln*s-inn-fields  ;  and  a  refpite  of  only  two  days 
being  at  laft  alked,  was  refufed. 
^^'^'  When  Rich,  the  Sheriff,  who  had  been  for- 

merly violent  for  the  exclufion,  and  had  now 
changed  fides,  brought  Lord  RufTell  the  war- 
rant of  death,  his  Lordfhip  felt  an  inclination  to 
fay — **  That  they  two  fhould  never  vote  again  in 
the  fame  way  in  the  fame.houfe."  But  recolleft- 
ing  that  Rich  might  feel  pain  from  the  innocent 
pleafantry,  he  checked  himfelf, 
Birch.  DoQors  Burnet  and  Tillotfon  ehdeavoured  to 

convince  Lord  Ruffell,  and  prevail  on  him  to 
own  he  was  fatisfied  refiftanee  was  unlawful, 
which  they  hoped  might  be  a  means  to  fave  his 
life ;  he  anfwered,  he  could  not  fay  a  lie.  TiU 
lotfon  did  not  think  that  remole  fears  and  confc- 
quences,  together  with  illegal  praQices,  would 
authorize  it.  Whereas  his  Lordfliip  declared, 
that  upon  this  hypothefis  "  he  did  not  fee  a  dif-. 
fercncc  between  a  legal  and  a  Turkifli  govern- 
ment ;  and  that  in  cafe  of  a  total  fubverfion,  it 
would  be  too  late  to  refift.'* 

It  is  not  improbable,  that  neither  of  them  (T, 
or  B.)  had  then  fufficiently  confidered  the  point 
with  fo  much  attention  and  exaftnefs  as  the  fub- 
fequent  meafures  of  that  reign,  and  the  whole 
ferics  of  conduQ;  of  the  following  one,  necefla^ 
rily  led  them  to  do. 
Pair,  Being  flattered  with  the  hope  of  lifq  by  fomc 

divines^ 
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divines,  if  he  would  acknowledge  to  the  King, 
that  he  believed  fubjefts  had,  in  no  cafe  what* 
ever,  a  right  of  refiftance  againft  the  throne,  he 
anfwered  in  thefe  words — **  I  can  have  no  con- 
ception of  a  limited  monarchy,  which  has  not  a 
right  to  defend  its  own  limitations ;  my  con- 
fcience  will  not  permit  me  to  fay  otherwifc  to 
the  King/* 

The  laws  now  in  force  have  made  no  provi-  j^^,  j,  ^^ 
fion  for  the  indemnification  of  patriots  who  have  ^^{^^  ^"^ 
recourfe  to  arms,  nor  will  admit  any  fubjeft  to  fj^cc.*** 
be  held  innocent,  who  breaks  in  upon  his  alle- 
giance. Whoever  therefore,  in  imitation  of  Cur- 
tius,  leaps  into  the  gulph,  muft  not  complain  if 
it  clofes  over  him.  But  then,  on  the  other  hand, 
a  crifis  may  happen,  agreeable  to  Lord  Ruflell's 
fuppofition,  when  the  rod  of  power  may  be  turned 
into  a  ferpent ;  when  the  laws  themfelves  may  lofe 
their  authority,  by  lofing  their  virtue,  and  when 
the  whole  bufinefs  of  government  may  be  to  ex- 
hauft  all  the  ways  and  means  of  oppreflion,  in 
order  to  fatten  on  the  fpoil ;  in  which  cafe,  it 
would  be  a  vain  thing  to  urge  the  obligations  of 
the  fubjeft,  for  all  obligations  would  be  vacated, 
and  he  who  ventured  moft  and  fartheft  for  the 
redemption  of  his  country,  though  a  nominal 
tranfgreffor,  would,  to  the  end  of  the  world, 
be  numbered  among  the  bed  and  braved  of  * 
jfnankind. 

JLord  Delamere  obferves,  as  it  is  high  treafon 

to 
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to  kill  or  hurt  the  King,  fo  it  is  high  treafbh  to 
fubvert  the  government,  or  to  endeavour  any  alte- 
ration of  it. — "  I  am  perfuaded,  that  they  who  fet 
on  foot  the  doftrine  of  pafEve  obedience  and  non^ 
refinance,  cither  did  not  underftand  it,  or  clfc 
helped  it  forward,  in  hopes  of  being  well  re- 
warded for  their  pains ;  for  it  is  found  by  expe- 
rience, that  they  underftood  the  praSice  of  it 
very  ill;  none  cried  out  fo  much  againft  King 
James,  and  arraigned  his  proceedings  fo  much; 
none  was  fo  uneafy  under  it  as  they,  when  their 
own  rights  came  to  be  touched,  that  had  been 
the  greateft  aflertors  of  this  doftrine.** 

Thus  it  appears  by  his  Lordfcip,  that  thefc 
were  fwayed  by  private  intereft,  as  their  oppo- 
nents were  influenced  by  their  attachment  to  the 
public.  The  nobility  and  gentry  at  Nottingham^ 
in  1688,  declared,  that  they  did  indeed  own  it 
to  be  rebellion  to  refill  a  King  governing  by  law, 
but  not  to  refill  a  tyrant,  who  made  his  will  the 

The  Exeter  alTociation  at  the  beginning  of  the 
revolution,  was  figned  by  feveral  Lords  and  Gen- 
tlemen, by  the  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  and 
eight  Biftiops.  The  Lords  and  Commons  or- 
dered a  thankfgiving  to  God  for  the  deliverance 
of  the  kingdom  from  Popery  and  arbitrary  power; 
eleven  Bifhops  were  appointed  to  compofe  the 
prayers,  fix  of  whom  (viz.  Lloyd  of  Norwich, 
Turner  of  Ely,  I*akc  of  Chichcftcr,  Frampton  of 

Cloucefter, 
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Gloucefter,  Ken  of  Bath  and  Wells,  and  White 
of  Peterborough)  were  afterwards  non-juror$, 
though  in  this  very  oB  of  theirs,  they  were,  in 
4heir  own  King's  fenfe,  guilty  of  as  much  treafo 
as  Sidney.  The  appointing  a  day  of  thankfgiv- 
ing  was  the  firft  court  motion ;  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  was  full,  the  Bifliops'  bench  in  particular ; 
fcarcely  any  abient  befides  the  Archbiihop  ot 
Canterbury :  and  their  Lordfliips  not  only  agreed 
to  it  unanimoufly^  but  fent  down  their  vote  to 
the  Commons,  who  as  unantmoufly  concurred  in 
it.  The  Commons,  having  alfo  prepared  an  Ad- 
drefs  of  Thanks  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  called 
upon  the  Lords  to  concur,  which  they  did*  with 
the  fame  unanimity  as  the  Commons  had  ihewn 
before.-  Thus  resistance  was  authorifed  in 
form  by  all  the  Lords,  and  the  whole  lepreient- 
ative  body  of  the  kingdom ;  and  of  eleven  Bi- 
fliops,  appointed  to  draw  up  dike  form  of  thankf- 
giving,  it  does  not  appear  that  any  one  matic  a 
fcruple  to  undertake  the  fervice.  Tillotfon  and 
Burnet  concurred  in  the  revolution,  which  with 
the  above,  and  Sacheverel's  trial,  fufficiently  juC 
tify  Lord  Ruflell's  fentiments — ^that  refiftance  was 
not  abfolutely  illegal. 

In  the  period  from  the  revolution  to  the  pre- 
fent  time,  many  laws  have  pafled,  which  have '^''"**^' 
confirmed  and  exemplified  the  doQ:rine  of  refift- 
ance, when  the  executive  magiftrate  endeavours 
to  fubvert  the  conftitution  5  and  have  maintained 

the 
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the  fuperiority  of  the  laws  above  the  King,  by 
pronouncing  his  difpenfing  power  to  be  illegal. 

The  Duke  of  York  himfclf,  while  a  fubjcB^ 

was  Tto  enemy  to  the  doSlrine  of  rejijlance,      Whea 

his  ambitious  purpofes  were  thwarted,  anno  1680, 

inftead  of  pafiive  obedience,  we  fee  him  ready  for 

rebellion,  or  a  civil  war.      •*  He  hopes  (fays  Ba- 

rillon  to  ^ouis)  to  be  able  to  excite  troubles  in 

Scotland  and  Ireland,  and  he  even  alledges  he 

hajs  a  party  in  England  more  confiderable  than 

is  thought  of.     If  tlie  Duke  of  York  remains  in 

Scotland,  he  alledges  he  may  be  able  to  re-^unite 

the  faftions  Which  divide  that  country,   and  to 

put  himfelf  in  a  condition  not  to  be  opprefTed 

there.*'     The  intelligence  of  the  Duke  of  York's 

proje£l  for  a  civil  war,  was  received  by  Louis  as 

might  have  been  expeded;  he  inftantly  gave  Ba- 

rillon  orders  to  encourage  the  Duke  in  it. — '*  If 

you  fee  him  refolved  to  fupport  himfelf  by  means 

of  Scotland  and  Ireland,  you  may  affure  hiro, 

that  in  that  event,  I  will  not  refufe  him  fecret 

fuppUes*     If  he  hath  friends  enough  and  forces 

enough  to  maintain  himfelf,  I  will  not  refufe^ 

&c.**     But  Colonel  Churchill's  cautious  temper 

prevented  thefe  fallies  of  the  Duke  from  being 

attended  with  confequcnces*. 

The  firmnefs  of  Lord  Ruflell  in  refufiing  the 
only  means  of  purchafing  his  life  from  an  exaf- 

*Dalr.  Vol.  II.  p.  274—277. 
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perated  courts  by  the  leaft  retraftion  of  an  opi- 
nion of  which  his  confcience  was  thoroughly  per- 
fiiaded,  is  the  ftrongeft  proof  of  that  integrity 
and  virtue,  which  gave  him  fo  much  weight  and 
influence  in  his  own  time,  and  have  endeared 
him  to  pofterity. — Sir  William  Temple  (no  ene- 
my to  the  prerogative)  fays,  "  His  fetting  himfelf 
at  the  head  of  thofe  affairs  (the  exclufion,  &c.) 
had  a  great  influence  in  the  houfe,  as  being  a  per- 
fon  in  general  repute,  of  an  honed  worthy  gen- 
tleman, without  tricks  or  private  ambition. 

Lord  Ruflcll  faid,  he  was  (till  very  glad  he  had 
not  fled,  for  he  could  not  have  lived  from  hi« 
children  and  wife  and  friends — that  was  all  the 
happinefs  he  faw  in  life  ;  and  a  propofition  being 
fent  him  by  one  of  the  generoufeft  and  gallanteft 
friends  in  the  world  (Lord  Cavendifh)  of  a  dc- 
iign  for  making  his  efcape,  he,  in  his  fmiling  way^ 
fent  his  thanks  very  kindly  to  him,  but  faid  he 
would  make  no  efcape.— He  could  never  limit 
his  bounty  to  his  condition  ;  and  all  the  thoughts 
he  had  of  a  great  eftate,  that  was  to  defcend  upon 
him,  was  to  do  more  good  with  it.  He  thanked 
Cod,  that  now  for  thefe  many  years,  he  had  made 
great  confcience  pf  all  he  did. — God  knew  the 
Cncerity  of  his  heart,  that  he  could  not  go  into 
a  thing  he  thought  ill,  nor  could  he  tell  a  lie. 

Tillotfon  told  the  King,  Lord  Ruflell  had  de- 
clared to  him,  that  he  kept  company  with  thofe 
unhappy  men,  only  to  preferve  the  Duke  of 

Monmouth 
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Monmouth  from  being  led  into  any  rath  under** 

taking  by  them^  and  more  particularly  by  the 

£arl  of  Shaftfbury.    Being  then  aiked^  why  Lord 

Ruflell  did  not  difeover  their  defigns  to  the  King» 

his  anfwer  was»  that  his  Lordfliip  had  faid»  h^ 

could  not  betray  his  friends^  nor  turn  informer 

s^ainft  them^  while  h^  faw  there  vas  no  dangers 

but  if  things  had  come  to  a  criGs,  be  vould  have 

contrived  fom£  notice  to  have  been  given  the 

King  of  it ;  and  in  cafe  of  violence^  would  him- 

felf  have  been  ready  to  oppofe  them  with  hiy 

fword  in  his  hand*      The  King  himfelf>   after- 

wards  confirmed  the  truth  of  the  greateft  part  of 

this  account,  and  in  conclufion  faid — **  James 

(meaning  the  Duke  of  Monmouth)  has  told  me 

the  fame  thing." 

Burnet.         On  the  Tucfday  before .  I-ord  Ruffell's  execu* 

tion,  after  dinner,  when  his  lady  was  gpne,  he 

exprefled  great  joy  in  the  magnanimity  of  fpirit 

he  faw  in  her,  and  faid,  the  parting  with  her  was 

the  greateft  thing  be  had  to  do,  for  be  faid  fhe 

would  be  Iiardly  able  to  bear  it;  the  concern 

about  preferving  him  filled  her  mifld  £b  now, 

that  it  in  fome  meafure  fupported  her;  but  when 

that  would  be  over,  he  feared  the  quicknefs  of 

her  fpirits  would  work  all  within  her.    Oa  Thurf- 

day,  while  my  Lady  was  gone  to  try  to    gain  a 

refpite  till  Monday,  he  faid,  he  wifhed  Ihe  would 

give  over  beating  every  bulh,  and  running  fo 

about  for  his  prefervatiou ;  but  when  he  confix 

dercd 
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fidered  that  it  would  be  Tome  mitigation  of  her 
forrow,  that  we  left  nothing  undone  that  could 
have  given  any  probable  hopes,  he  acquiefced : 
and,  indeed,  I  never  faw  his  heart  fo  near  failing 
him  as  when  he  fpake  of  her ;  fometimes  I  faw 
a  tear  in  his  eye,  and  he  would  turn  aboiit,  and 
prefently  change  the  difcourfe.  On  Friday,  at 
ten  oclock  at  night,  my  Lady  left  him ;  he  kifled 
her  four  or  five  times,  and  Ihe  kept  her  forroW 
fo  within  berfelf,  that  flie  gave  him  no  difturbance' 
by  their  parting. 

The  evening  before  his  death,  he  fufFered  his 
children,  who  were  young,  and  fome  of  his  friends, 
to  take  leave  of  him ;  in  which  he  maintained  his 
conftancy  of  temper,  though  he  was  a  very  fond 
parent.  He  parted  with  his  lady  at  the  fame  time 
with  a  compofed  filence ;  and  (he  had  fuch  com- 
mand of  herfelf,  that  when  file  was  gone,  he  faid, 
the  bitternefs  of  death  was  paft  (for  he  loved  and 
efteemed  her  beyond  expreffion).  He  ran  out 
into  a  long  difcourfe  concerning  her — how  great 
a  blefling  fhe  had  been  to  him,  and  faid — **  What 
"  a  mifery  it  would  have  been  to  him,  if  fhe  had 
"  not  had  that  magnanimity  of  fpirit,  joined  to 
"  her  tendernefs,  as  never  to  have  defired  him  to 
"  do  a  bafe  thing  for  the  faving  of  his  life/*  He 
faid—**  There  was  a  fignal  providence  of  God  in 
"  giving  him  fuch  a  wife,  where  there  was  birth> 
**  fortune,  great  underftanding,  great  religion,  and 
"  great  kindnefs  to  him  ;  but  her  carriage  in  his 

O  "  extremity 
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*<  extremity  was  beyood  all.  He  was  glad  that 
*<  ihe  and  his  children  were  to  lofe  nothing  by 
^  his  death  $  and  it  was  a  great  comfort  to  him 
"  that  he  left  his  children  in  fuch  a  mother'a 
*'  hands,  and  that  ihe  had  promifed  to  him  to 
'*  take  care  of  herfelf  for  their  fakes  $  which  I 
**  heard  her  do.*'  . 

As  to  Lady  RuSell.  (he  bore  the  (hock  with 
the  fame  magnanimity  which  (he  had  Ihewn  at  his 
trial.  When  in  open  QOitrt>  attending  at  her 
Lord's  fide,  (he  took  notes,  and  made  obferva* 
iionson  all  that  paft,  in  his  behalf;  wfaenproC- 
trate  at  the  King's  feet,  and  pleading  with  Ui 
Majefty  in  remembrance  of  her  dead  father's 
fervices  to  fave  her  hulband,  flie  was  an  obje£l 
of  the  mod  lively  compaflion;  but  now  (when 
without  a  figh  or  tear  (he  took  her  laft  £aurewel  of 
him)  of  the  higheft  admiration. 

He  wa$  a  moft  tenderly  afie&ionaie  hufband^ 
and  perfedly  happy  in  the  mutmsal  love  of  his 
moft  excellent  I^ady.  Shs  was  a  moft  faithful 
guardian  of  his  fame.  [See  letter  to  Fitzwillianit 
July  ai»  1685.3  ^^^  Ladyfliip  aUb,  in  the  fame 
aifeQionate  regard  to  her  Lord's  memory^  after 
the  revolution,  made  ufe  of  her  intereft  in  favour 
of  his  chaplain,  Mr.  Samuel  Johnfon ;  (who  calls 
Lord  Ruflell  the  greateft  Englifliman  we  had) 
and  was  very  inftrumental  in  procuring  him  the 
penfion,  and  other  bounties,  which  he  received 
from  that  government.    As  (he  had  promifed  her 

Lord 
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Lord  to  take  care  of  her  own  life  for  the  fake 
of  his  children,  fhe  was  teligioufly  mindful  16 
perform  that  promife,  and  continued  his  widow 
to  the  end  of  her  life,  furviving  him  abov«  forty 
years ;  for  (he  lived  to  29th  September,  1723,  in 
her  87  th  year. 

The  Duchefs  of  Marlborough's  opinion  of 
L^dy.  Ruflell,  appears  in  the  Account  of  her 
Conduft,  p.  22. — '*  Regard  for  the  public  weU 
**  fare  carried  me  to  advife  the  Princefs  to  ac- 
**  quiefce  in  giving  King  William  the  crown* 
*'  However,  as  I  was  fearful  about  every  thing 
**  the  Princefs  did,  while  flie  was  thought  to  be 
"  advifed  by  me,  I  could  not  fatisfy  my  own 
^*  mind  till  I  had  confulted  with  feveral  perfons 
.*'  of  undifputed  wiidom  and  integrity^  and  par« 
'*  ticularly  with  the  Lady  Ruflell  of  Southamp^ 
"  ton-houfe,  and  Dr.  Tillotfon,  afterwards  Arch* 
**  blfhop  of  Canterbury,  I  found  them  all  una« 
*'  nimous  in  the  opinion  of  the  expediency  of 
"  the  fettlemeni  propofed^  as  things  were  then 
"  fituated.'* 

On  Thurfday,  after  dinner.  Lord  Ruflell 
finiihed  his  paper,  and  intended  fpeech  to  the 
Sheriffs,  and  wrote  the  following  letter  xo  the 
King. 


O  t  From 
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From  the  Copy  written  by  the  Lady  Russell*! 
ovm  Hand.  (Indorfed)  "  A  Copy  of  my  Lokd*$ 
Letter  to  the  King,  to  be  delivered  after  his 
Death;  and  was  fo  by  his  UncU^  Colonel 
Russell*.'* 

May  it  please  your  Majesty, 

SINCE  this  is  not  to  be  delivered  till  after 
my  death,  I  hope  your  Majefty  will  forgive  the 
prefumption  of  an  attainted  man's  writing  to  you. 
My  chief  bufinefs  is  humbly,  to  a(k  your  pardon 
for  any  thing  that  I  have  either  faid,  or  done^ 
that  might  look  like  want  of  refpe£t  to  your  Ma« 
jefty,  or  duty  to  your  government;  in  which ^ 
though  I  do  to  the  laft  moment  acquit  myfelf  of 
all  defigns  againft  your  perfon,  or  of  altering  of 
the  government,  and  proteft  I  know  of  no  defign 
now  on  foot  againft  either ;  yet  I  do  not  deny 
but  I  have  heard  many  things,  and  faid  fome 
things  contrary  to  my  duty ;  for  which,  as  I  have 
alked  God's  pardon,  fo  I  humbly  beg  your  Ma- 
jefty's.      And  I  take  the  liberty  to  add,  that, 
though  I  have  met  with  hard  meafure^  yet  I  for-' 
give  all  concerned  in  it,  from  the  highefl  to  the 
loweji ;  and  I  pray  God  to  blefs  both  your  per- 
fon and  government,  and  that  the  public  peace« 

•  John  Ruflcll,  then  Colonel  of  the  firft  regiment  of 
foot  guards.  He  had  been  a  Colonel  for  King  Charles  I. 
in  the  civil  wars. 

and 
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and  the  true  Protefiant  religion  may  be  pre- 
ferved  under  you.  And  I  crave  leave  to  end 
my  days  with  this  fincere  proteftation — that  my 
heart  was  ever  devoted  to  that  which  I  thought 
was  your  true  intereft ;  in  which,  if  I  was  mif- 
taken»  I  hope  your  difpleafure  againft  me  will 
end  with  my  life,  and  that  no  part  of  it  {hall 
fall  on  my  wife  and  children ;  which  is  the  laft 
petition  will  ever  be  offered  you  from. 
May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 
Your  Majefty's  moft  faithful,  moft  dutiful. 

And  moft  obedient  fubje£t^ 
NmgaU,  July  19,  1683.  W.  RUSSELL. 


Canning,  in  his  Poetical  Epiftle  from  Lord 
Ruflell  to  Lord  Cavendifh,  fuppofes  him  de« 
fcribing  himfelf  thus  : 

While  I  unfkill*d  in  oratory's  lore* 

Whole  tongiie  ne'er  fpeaks  but  when  the  heart  nins  o'er. 

In  plain  blunt  phrafe  my  honed  thoughts  cxprefs*d. 

Warm  from  the  heart,  and  to  the  heart  addrefs'd ; 

Prefs'd  bjr  my  friends  and  Rachael's  fond  defires, 

(Who  can  deny  what  weeping  love  requires?) 

Frailly  prevail'd,  and  for  a  moment  quell'd 

Th'  indignant  pride  that  in  my  bofom  fwell'd; 

I  fued — the  weak  attempt  I  blufli  to  own — 

I  fued  for  mercy,  p^ftrate  at  the  throne. 

O!  blot  the  foible  out,  my  noble  friend, 

With  human  firmnefs,  human  feelings  blend : 

O  3  When 
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Whrni  Love's  endeanneats  SoftsA  moments  feiae» 
And  Love's  dear  pMgC^  btng  upon  the  knees, 
Whsn  Nature's  ftroogeft  ties  the  foul  enthzall, 
(Thou  canft  conceive«  for  thou  haft  felt  them  all) 
Let  him  refift  their  prevalence  who  can^ 
He  muft  indeed  be  more  or  lefs  than  man. 
Yet  let  me  yield  my  Rachael  honour  due. 
The  tendVeft  wife,  the  nobleft  heroine  too! 
Anxious  to  fave  her  hufband's  honeft  name. 
Dear  was  his  life,  but  dearer  ftlll  his  fame. 
When  fuppliant  prayers  no  pardon  could  obtain, 
And,  wond'rous  ftraqgp,  e'en  Bedford's  gold  prov'd  vain, 
Th'  informer's  part,  her  gcn'rous  foul  abhorr'd, 
Tho'  life  [»€ferv'd  had  been  the  fure  reward ; 
Let  impious  Howard  zGt  fuch  treach'rous  fcenes, 
And  Ibrink  from  death  by  fuch  opprobrious  means. 
O!  my  lov'd  Rachael!  name  for  ever  dear. 
Nor  writ,  nor  fpoke,  nor  thought  without  a  tear  1 
'  Whofe  heav'niy  virtues^  and  unfadbg  charms, 
'   Have  blefs'd  through  bappy  years  my  peaceful  arma» 
Parting  with  thee,  into  my  cup  was  thrown. 
It's  harlheft  dregs  elfe  had  not  forc'd  a  groan : 
But  all  is  o*er — thefe  eyes  have  gaz'd  their  laft. 
And  now  the  bitternefs  of  death  is  pad. 

By  Barillon's  letter,  19  July,  1683,  it  ap^ 
>pears,  that  upon  Lord  Ruffell's  condemnation, 
the  younger  Rouvigney,  who  was  a  relation  to 
the  Bedford  family,  and  had  been  obliged  to 
it  for  every  hofpi table  civility  in  England,  beg- 
ged the  life  of  his  friend  from  Louis  XIV. ;  that 
p^,.  Louis  confented  to  write  to  Charles  in  favour 
of  Lofd  Ruffell;    that   Barillon   told    Charles^ 

Rouvigney 
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Roavigney  viit  coining  over  with  .the  letter ;  but 
that  Charles^  with  a  polite  humanity,  anfwered^^ 
**  I  do  not  wifh  to  prevent  Mr.  dfs  Rouvigney 
from  coining  here,  but  my  Lord  Ruflett's  head 
will  be  off  before  he  arrives/* 

in  the  mamifcript  notes  upon  Bifhop  Bumet*s 
hifiory^  by  the  Earl  of  Dartmouthj  Secretary  of 
Sute  to  Queen  Anne^  there  is  the  fdlowing 
paifage:  . 

^  My  father  told  the  King,  the  pardoning  Lord 
Ruflell  would  lay  an  eternal  obligation  upon  a 
very  great  and  numerous  family,  and  the  taking 
bis  life  would  never  be  forgotten  ;  and  his  father 
being  alive^  it  would  have  very  little  effed  upon 
the  reft  of  the  family  befides  refentments ;  and 
certainly  there  was  fbme  regard  due  to  Lord 
Southampton's  daughter  and  her  children.  The 
King  anfwered — *  All  that  is  true ;  but  it  is  as 
true^  that  if  I  do  not  take  his  life^  he  will  foon 
have  mine ;'  which  would  admit  of  no  reply.*' 

It  is  highly  improbable  that  Chailes  had  in 
truth  any  fuch  groundlefs  apprehenfions.  The 
Earl  of  Bedford^  it  is  alfo  to  be  remarked^  peti- 
tioned in  vain*j  as  did  Lord  Ruflell  himfelf^  in 

compliance 

*  King  James  IL  in  his  diftrefles,  1688,  addrefled  him- 
felf  to  the  Earl : — "  My  Lord,  you  are  an  honeft  man, 

have  great  cretlit,  and  can  do  me  fignal  fcrvicc." •*  Ah, 

Sir,  ^^eplied  the  Earl)  I  am  old  and  feeble  ;  I  CAn  do  you 

O  4  but 
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compliance  with  the  requeft  of  his  friends^  rather 
than  his  own-  inclination. 

After  his  condemnation,  the  King  was  ftrongly 
folicited  in  his  behalf.  Charles  was  inexorable  ; 
he  dreaded  the  principles  and  popularity  of  Lord 
Ruflell;  he  deeply  refented  that  eagernefs  and 
perfeverance  with  which  he  hath  oppofed  him  in 
Smoiiet.  the  late  parliaments. — Lord  Ruflell  refigned  him- 
felf  to  his  fate  with  admirable  fortitude.  His 
lady,  that  he  might  not  be  (hocked  in  his  laft 
moments,  fummoned  up  the  refolution  of  an  he* 
roine,  and  parted  from  him  without  Ihedding  a 
tear.  He  behaved  with  furprifing  ferenity  of 
temper :  immediately  before  he  was  conveyed  to 
the  fca£Pold,  he  wound  up  his  watch,  faying,  with 
a  fmile, — **Now  I  have  done  with  time,  and 
mull  henceforth  think  folely  of  eternity."  The 
fcaffbld  was  ere3ed  in  Lincoln's-inn-fields,  that 
the  triumph  of  the  court  might  appear  the  more 
conrpicuous,  in  his  being  conveyed  through  the 
whole  city  of  London  ;  even  the  populace  wept 
as  he  pafled  along  in  the  coach  with  Tillotfon 
and  Burnet.  He  prayed  God  to  preferve  his 
Majefty  and  the  Proteftant  religion  ;  and  without 
the  lead  change  of  countenance,  calmly  fubmit- 
ted  to  the  ftroke  of  the  executioner. 

but  little  fervice ;  but  I  once  had  a  fori  that  could  have 
affiftcd  you;  but  he  is  no  more."  James  was  fo  ftnick 
with  this  reply,  that  he  could  not  fpeak  for  fome  minutes. 

Dr. 
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Dr.  Burnet  preached  two  fermons  in  New- 
gate to  Lord  Rufiell  the  day  before  he  fuffered, 
which  were  publiflied  by  the  author  in  1713, 
8vo.  In  the  preface,  page  13,  he  fays,  «•  I  had 
been  with  the  Lord  RufTell  in  Newgate,  four 
whole  afternoons  before  that ;  for  he  defired  to 
be  alone  till  twelve  of  the  clock.  He  did  all 
that  while  poflefs  his  foul  with  fo  clear  a  fere- 
nity,  in  fuch  a  calm  and  Chriftian  manner,  that 
I  ftill  reckon  it  a  particular  happinefs,  as  well  as 
an  honour,  that  I  atterfded  then  upon  him.  Be- 
fore I  preached  thefe  fermons,  he  received  the 
facrament  from  Dr.  Tillotfon's  hands.  When  the 
office  was  ended,  he  (hewed  us  the  paptr  he  had 
prepared  for  his  laft  words.  We  had  fome  dif« 
courfe  with  him  about  the  lawful nefs  of  con- 
fultations  in  order  to  refiflance,  in  the  (late  in 
which  things  were  then.  He  thought  the  vio- 
lence ufed  in  the  matter  of  the  Sheriffs  of  Lon- 
don, fhewed  a  defign  to  deftroy  fuch  men  as  the 
court  thought  flood  in  their  way,  of  which  he 
was  among  the  firft  ;  he  prayed  God  he  might 
be  the  laft.  We  thought  that  was,  indeed,  an 
unjuftifiable account;  till  a  total  fubverfion  came, 
we  ftill  thought  it  was  unlawful  to  refift.  He 
faid,  *  it  would  be  then  too  late ;  he  had  all  along 
had  other  notions  of  the  Englifh  government, 
but  he  would  not  then  enter  upon  farther  debates 
in  thefe  matters/  He  fpent  the  reft  of  the  day 
till  towards  evening  in  devotion  j  then  his  chil- 
dren 


ccii  JNTRODUCTION. 

dren  aod  friends  came  to  him.  He  fpoke  to  his 
children  in  a  way  fuited  to  their  age»  with  a  good 
meafure  of  cheerfulnefs^  and  took  leave  of  his 
friends  in  fo  calm  a  manner  as  furprtzed  diem  all. 
The  parting  with  his  lady  was  not  fo  cafy  to  him : 
(he  ftayed  with  him  all  the  day^  and  till  eleven  at 
night ;  then  they  parted  in  a  folemn,  grave  fi- 
lence.  Upon  which^  when  Ihe  was  gone^  he  faid 
to  me — ^  The  bitternefs  of  death  is  now  paft.*' 
Biir.  Tjj^  execution  was  performed  not  on  Tower- 

billj  the  common  place  of  execution  for  men  of 
high  rankj  but  in  Lincoln's-inn  Fields,  in  order 
that  the  citizens  might  be  humbled  by  the  fpe£ia- 
tie  of  their  once  triumphant  leader,  carried  in 
his  coach  to  death  through  the  city — a  device 
which,  like  moft  others  of  the  kind,  produced  an 
effed  contrary  to  what  was  intended.  The  mul- 
titude imagined  they  beheld  virtue  and  liberty 
fitting  by  his  fide.  In  paffing,  he  looked  towards 
Southampton-houfe ;  the  tear  ftarted  in  his  eye, 
but  he  inftantly  wiped  it  away.  He  prayed  for 
the  Ring ;  but  with  a  prefcience  of  what  after^ 
wards  happened,  he  foretold,  '^  That  although  a 
cloud  hung  now  over  the  nation,  his  death  would 
do  more  fervice  than  his  life  could  have  done." 

Lord  Rufiell  was  accordingly  beheaded,  or 
bafely  facrificed,  Saturday,  21  July,  1683.  Bur^t 
net  fays,  ^'  He  laid  his  head  upon  the  block, 
without  the  leaft  change  of  countenance,  which, 
at  two  ftrokes,  was  fevered  from  his  body/'*-* 

This 
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This  was  the  end  of  that  great  and  good  man» 
who  both  by  his  own  experience  found  (as  he 
told  Lord  Cavendifh)  and  by  his  example  ihewed 
how  prevalent  the  power  of  religion  is^  both  to 
comfort  and  fupport  our  fpirits  in  the  time  of 
extremity. 

At  Woobum  Abbey  is  preferved  (in  gold  leU 
ters)  the  fpeech  of  the  Honourable  William  late 
LordRuflell  to  the  Sheriffs;  together  with  the 
paper  delivered  by  his  Lordfhip  to  them  at  the 
place  of  execution. 


Lord  Russell's  Speech  to  the  Sheriffs,  on 
delivering  them  the  underwritten  Paper^  vfon  the 
Scaffold,  jufi  before  his  exectUion. 

Ma.  Sheriff, 

I  EXPECTED  the  noife  would  be  fuch,  that 
I  could  not  be  very  well  heard.  I  was  never 
very  fond  of  much  fpeaking,  much  lefs  now; 
therefore  I  have  fet  down  in  this  paper  all  that 
I  think  fit  to  leave  behind  me.  God  knows  how 
far  I  was  always  from  defigns  againft  the  King's 
pcrfon,  or  of  altering  the  government ;  and  I  ftill 
pray  for  the  prefervation  of  both,  and  of  the  Pro- 
teftant  religion. 

I  am  told  that  Capt.  Walcot  has  faid  fomething 
concerning  my  knowledge  of  the  plot.  I  know 
not  whether  the  report  be  true  or  no,  but  I  hope 

it 
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it  is  not ;  for  to  my  knowledge^  I  never  faw  him^ 
to  fpeak  to  him»  in  my  whole  life ;  and  in  the 
words  of  a  dying  man,  I  know  of  no  plot,  either 
againft  the  King's  life,  or  the  government.  But 
I  have  noyir  done  with  this  world ;  I  am  going 
to  a  better.  I  forgive  all  the  world,  and,  I 
thank  God,  I  die  in  charity  with  all  men  ;  and 
I  wilb  all  fincere  Proteftants  may  love  one  ano- 
ther, and  not  make  room  for  popery  by  their 
animofities. 


The  Paper  delivered  by  Lord  Russell  to  the 
Sheriffs. 

I  THANK  God  I  find  myfelf  fo  compofed 
and  prepared  for  death,  and  my  thoughts  fo 
fixed  on  another  world,  that  I  hope  in  God  I 
am  quiet  from  fetting  my  heart  on  this ;  yet  I 
cannot  forbear  now  the  fetting  down  in  writing 
a  further  account  of  my  condition,  to  be  left  be- 
hind me,  than  I  will  venture  to  fay  at  the  place 
of  execution,  in  the  noife  and  clutter  that  is 
like  to  be  there.  I  blcfs  God  heartily  for  thofe 
many  bleffings  which  He  in  his  infinite  mercy 
hath  bellowed  upon  me  through  the  whole  courfe 
of  my  life ;  that  I  was  born  of  worthy  and  good 
parents,  and  had  the  advantage  of  a  religious 
education,  which  are  invaluable  bleffings;  for 
even  when  I  minded  it  leaft,  it  (till  hung  about 
roe  and  gave  me  checks ;  and  has  now  for  many 

years 
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years  fo  influenced  and  poffefled  me^  that  I  feel 
the  happy  effeds  of  it  in  this  my  extremity^  in 
which  I  have  been  fo  wonderfully  (I  thank  God) 
fupported^  that  neither  my  imprifonment,  nor 
fear  of  death  have  been  able  to  ^difcompofe  me 
in  any  degree;  but  on  the  contrary,  I  have  found 
the  afliirances  of  the  love  and  mercy  of  God 
in  and  through  my  bleifed  Redeemer,  in  whom 
only  I  truft ;  and  I  do  not  queftion  but  I  am  go- 
ing to  partake  of  that  fulnefs  of  joy  which  is  in 
his  prefence.  Thefe  hopes,  therefore,  do  fo  won« 
derfully  delight  me,  that  I  think  this  is  the  hap* 
pieft  time  of  my  life,  though  others  may  look 
upon  it  as  the  faddeft. 

I  have  lived,  and  now  am  of  the  reformed  re-  . 
iigion,  a  true  and  fincere  Protejlant^  and  in  the 
communion  of  the  Church  of  England  ;  though 
I  could  never  yet  comply  with,  or  rife  up  to  all 
the  heights  of  many  people.  I  wi(h  with  all  my 
foul  all  our  diiferences  were  removed ;  and  that 
all  fincere  Protcftants  would  fo  far  confider  the 
danger  of  Popery,  as  to  lay  afide  their  heats,  and 
agree  againft  the  common  enemy ;  and  that  the 
Churchmen  would  be  lefs  fevere,  and  the  Diffcntcrs 
lefs  fcnipulous ;  for  I  think  bitternefs  and  perfe«. 
cation  are  at  all  times  bad,  but  much  more  now. 

For  Popery,  I  look  on  it  as  an  idolatrous  and 
bloody  religion,  and  therefore  thought  myfelf 
bound,  in  my  ftation,  to  do  all  I  could  againft 
it ;  and  by  that,  I  forefaw  I  ihould  procure  fuch 
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great  enemies  to  myklf,  and  fo  powerfiil  one$^ 
that  I  have  been  now  for  fome  time  expeding 
the  worft ;  and  bleffed  be  God,  I  fall  by  the  axe, 
and  not  by  the  fiery  trial  I  yet,  whatever  appre* 
henfions  I  had  of  popery,  and  of  my  own  fevere 
and  heavy  ffaare  I  was  like  to  have  under  it, 
when  it  flumld  prevail,  I  never  had  a  thought  of 
doing  any  thing  againft  it  bafely  or  inhumanely, 
•but  what  would  confift  with  the  Chriftian  reli* 
gion,  and  the  laws  and  liberties  of  this  kingdom. 
And,  I  thank  God,  I  have  examined  all  ray  ac 
tions  in  that  matter  with  fo  great  care,  that  I  can 
appeal  to  God  Almighty,  who  knows  siy  heart, 
that  I  went  on  fincerely,  without  being  moved 
either  by  paffion,  bye-ends,  or  ill  defigns.      I 
have  always  loved  my  country  much  more  than 
my  life,  and  never  had  any  defign  of  changing 
the  government,  which  I  value,  and  look  upon 
as  one  of  the  bed  governments  in  the  world,  and 
would  always  have  been  ready  to  venture  my  life 
for  the  preferving  it;  and  would  fufferany  extre- 
mity rather  than  have  confented  to  any  defign  of 
taking  away  the  King's  life ;  neither  had  any  man 
the  impudence  to  propofe  fo  bafe  and  baibaroua 
a  thing  to  me  ;  and  I  look  upon  it  as  a  very  un- 
happy and  uneafy  part  of  my  prefent  condition, 
that  there  Ihould  be  fo  much  as  mention  made 
of  fo  vile  a  fad,  though  nothing  in  the  lead  was 
faid  to  prove  any  fuch  matter,  but  the  contrary 
by  my  Lord  Howard;  neither  does  any  body,  I 
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m  confident,  believe  the  leaft  of  it;  fo  that  I 
need  not,  I  think,  Tay  more. 

For  the  King,  I  do  fincerely  pray  for  him,  and 
wifh  well  to  him  and  the  nation,  that  they  may  be 
happy  in  one  another  i  that  he  may  be,  indeed, 
the  Defender  of  the  Faith ;  that  the  Froteftam 
reUgicm,  and  the  peace  and  fafety  of  the  kingdom 
may  be  preferved,  and  flourifh  under  hn  govern^ 
ment :  and  that  bimfelf,  in  his  perfon,  may  be 
happy  both  here  and  hereafter. 

As  for  the  fhare  I  had  in  the  profecution  of 
the  popilh  plot,  I  take  God  to  witnefs,  that  I 
proceeded  in  it  in  the  ficerity  of  my  heart,  being 
then  really  convinced  (as  I  am  (till)  that  there 
was  a  confpiracy  againft  the  King,  the  nation, 
and  the  Proteftant  religion ;  and  I  likewife  pro* 
fds,  that  I  never  knew  atiy  thing,  direftly  or  in- 
dire6tly,  of  any  pra&ices  with  the  witneiTes,  which 
Hook  i^pon  as  fo  horrid  a  thing  that  I  never 
could  have  endured  it;  for,  thank  God,  falfehood 
and  cruelty  were  never  in  my  nature,  but  always 
the  lartheft  from  it  imaginable.  I  did  believe, 
and  do  ftill,  that  popery  is  breaking  in  upon 
this  nation,  and  that  thofe  that  advance  it,  will 
ftop  at  nothing  to  carry  on  their  defign.  I  am 
heartily  forry  that  fo  many  Proteftants  give  their 
helping  hand  to  it ;  but  I  hope  God  will  pre. 
ferve  the  Proteftant  religion,  and  this  nation, 
though  I  am  afraid  it  will  fall  under  very  great 
trials,  and  very  iharp  fufferings;   and,  indeed, 
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the  impiety  and  prophanenefs  that  abounds^ 
and  appears  fo  fcandaloufly  bare-faced  every 
where^  gives  too  juft  occafion  to  fear  the  worft 
thing  that  can  befall  a  people.  I  pray  God  pre* 
vent  it)  and  give  thofe  who  have  (hewed  a  con* 
cern  for  the  public  good^  and  have  appeared 
hearty  for  the  true  intereft  of  the  nation,  and  the 
Froteftant  religion,  grace  to  live  fo,  that  they 
may  not  caft  a  reproach  on  that  which  they  en* 
deavoured  to  advance,  which  (God  knows)  has 
often  given  me  fad  thoughts ;  and  I  hope  fuch  of 
my  friends  as  may  think  they  are  touched  by 
this,  will  not  take  what  I  fay  in  ill  part,  but  will 
endeavour  to  amend  their  ways,  and  live  fuitable 
to  the  rules  of  the  true  reformed  religion,  which 
is  the  only  thing  that  can  adminifter  true  comfort 
at  the  latter  qid,  and  relieve  a  man  when  he 
comes  to  die. 

As  for  my  prefent  condition^  I  blefs  God  I 
have  no  repining  in  my  heart  at  it.  I  know, 
for  my  fins,  I  have  deferved  much  worfe  at  the 
hands  of  God ;  fo  that  I  chearfully  fubmit  to  fo 
fmall  a  punifhment  as  the  being  taken  oflF  a  few 
years  fooner,  and  the  being  made  a  fpedacle  to 
the  world.  I  do  freely  forgive  all  the  world, 
particularly  ihofe  concerned  in  taking  away  my 
life;  and  I  defire  and  conjure  all  my  friends  to 
think  of  no  revenge,  but  to  fubmit  to  the  holy 
will  of  God,  into  whofe  hands  I  refign  myfelf 
jntirely. 

But 
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3ut  tp  look  back  a  little^  I  cannpt  but  give 
IpiDc  touch  about  the  ^ill  of  Exclvfion^  and  fhew 
tbe  reafon  oF  my  appearing  in  that  bufinefs, 
which,  in  ihort,  is  this — th^t  I  thought  the  na-- 
tion  in  fuch  danger  of  Popery^  and  that  the  ex- 
pefi^Mons  of  ^  popijh  fucujfor  (as  I  have  faid 
in  parliament)  put  this  King's  life  likewife  in 
much  danger,  that  J  faw  no  way  fo  eifeiElual  to 
fecur^  boih,  as  fu^h  a  bill.  As  to  the  limitations 
that  were  prppofed,  if  they  were  fincerely  offered^ 
^nd  had  pa0e4  into  a  law^  the  Duke  then  fiu>uld 
have  been  excluded  from  thd  power  of  a  King, 
and  the  government  qui(e  altered,  and  little  morf 
than  the  name  of  a  King  left;  fo  I  could  not  fee/ 
either  fin  pr  f;ault  in  the  one,  when  all  the  people 
were  wilUng  to  admit  of  the  other ;  but  thought 
it  better  to  have  a  King  with  his  prerogative,  an4 
the  nation  eafy  and  fafe  under  him,  than  a  King 
withpiit  ity  which  would  breed  perpetual  jealoufies 
and  a  continual  Arugglp.  AU  this  I  fay  only  to 
juftify  myielf^  not  to  inflame  others,  though  I 
cannp)t  but  think  Qiy  eameftnefs  in  that  m^tef* 
has  h?d  np  fmaU  influence  in  my  prefent  iuffer.. 
ings.  But  I  have  now  done  with  this  world, 
and  am  going  lo  a  Kingdom  which  cannoit  be 
woyed. 

And  as  to  the  fionfpiring  to  fciu  ihf  gwrch, 
which  is  the  crime  for  which  I  am  condemned, 
^Aid  which   is  made  ^  conftrudive  treafpn,  for  , 
takwf  i^way  the  King>  Ufe^  to  bring  it  within 
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the  ftatute  of  £d.  III.  I  (hall  give  this  trae  smcl 
clear  account : — I  never  was  at  Mr.  Sbephstrd'6 
with  that  company  but  once^  and  there  was  no 
undertaking  then  of  fecuring  or  feizing  the 
guards^  nor  any  appointed  to  view  or  examine 
them.  Some  difcourfe  there  was  of  the  feafible* 
fiefs  of  it ;  and  feveral  times^  by  accident^  in  ge- 
neral difcourfe  elfewhere,  I  have  heard  it  men^ 
tioned  as  a  thing  might  eafily  be  done,  but  never 
confented  to  as  a  thing  fit  to  be  done.  And  I 
remember  particularly^  at  my  Lord  Shaftfcury's, 
there  being  fome  general  difcourfe  of  this  kind, 
1  immediately  flew  out  and  exclaimed  againft  it, 
and  alked,  if  the  thing  fucceeded,  what  muft  be 
done  next,  but  midlering  the  guards  and  killing 
them  in  cold  blood  ?  whith  I  looked  upon  as  a 
deteftable  thing,  and  fo  like  a  popijk  praftice, 
that  I  Could  not  but  abhor  it.  And  at  the  fame 
time,  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  took  me  by  the 
hand,  and  told  me  very  kindly— My  Lord,  I  Jtt 
you  and  I  are  of  a  temper  ;  did  you  ever  hear  fo 
horrid  a  thing  ?  And  I  muft  needs  do  him  juf- 
tice  to  declare,  that  I  ever  obferved  in  him  aft 
abhorrence  of  all  bafe  things. 

As  to  my  going  to  Mr.  Shephard's,  I  went 
with  an  intention  to  tafte  flierry;  for  he  had  pro- 
mifed  to  referve  for  me  the  next  very  good  piece 
he  met  with  when  I  went  out  of  town  j  and  if 
he  recolleds  himfelf,  he  may  remember  I  aiked 
him  about  it,  and  he  went  and  fetched  a  bottle ; 
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bitt  when  I  tafted  it«  I  faid  it  was  hot  in  the 
mouthy  and  delired  that  whenever  he  met  with  a 
choice  piec^^  he  would  keep  it  for  me,  which  he 
promi&d.  I  enlarge  the  more  upon  this^  becaufe 
Sir  George  Jeffreys  infinuated  to  the  Jury,  as  if 
I  had  made  a  ftory  about  going  thither ;  but  I 
never  faid  that  was  the  only  reafon.  I  will  now 
truly  and  plainly  add  the  reft. 

I  was«  the  day  before  this  meetings  come  to 
town  for  two  or  three  days,  as  I  bad  done  once 
or  twice  before,  having  a  very  near  and  dear  re- 
lation lying  in  a  languiihing  and  defperate  con-- 
dition ;  suid  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  came  to 
me»  and  told  roe,  he  was  extremely  glad  I  was 
€(me  to  town,  for  my  Lord  Shqfijiury  and  feme 
hot  men  would  undo  us  alL  How  fo,  my  Lord  ? 
{I  faid). — Why  (anfwered  he)  th^  will  certainly. 
do  fome  diforderly  thing  or  other,  if  great  care  be 
not  taken;  and  therefore, /or  God's  fake,  ufe  your 
tndeavour  with  your  friends  to  prevent  any  thing 
(f  this  kind.  He  told  me,  that  there  would  be 
company  at  Mr.  Shephard's  that  night,  and  dc« 
fired  me  to  be  at  home  in  the  evening,  and 
he  would  call  on  me>  which  he  did.  -  And  when 
I  came  into  the  room,  I  faw  Mr.  Rumfcy  by 
the  chimney^  though  he  fwears  he  came  in  afier- 
wards  i  and  there  were  things  faid  by  fome,  with 
much  more  heat  than  judgment,  which  I  did  fuf- 
iiciently  difapprove;  and  yet  for  thefe  things  I 
(land  condemned ;  but,  I  thank  God^  my  part 
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was  fincerc  and  well  meant.  It  ts^  I  know,  in^' 
ferred  from  hence^  and  prefled  to  me,  that  I  was 
acquainted  with  thefe  heats  and  ill  defigns,  and 
did  not  difcover  them.  But  this  could  be  but 
mifprifion  of  treafon  at  moft ;  fo  I  die  innocent  of 
the  crime  I  ftand  condemned  for.  I  hope  no- 
body  will  imagine,  that  fo  mean  a  thongfat  {honld 
enter  into  me,  as  to  go  about  to  fave  myCelf  hf 
aecufing  others;  the  part  that  (bme  havcaGked 
lately  of  that  kind,  has  not  been  fuch,  as  U> 
inrite  me  to  love  life  at  fuch  a  rate. 

As  for  the  fentence  of  death  pafled  upon  tne, 
I  cannot  but  think  it  a  very  hard  one ;  for  no* 
thing  was  fworn  againft  me  (whether  true  or  falfe 
I  will  not  now  exsnnine)  but  fome  dilcoiirfes 
about  making  fome  ftirs ;  and  this  is  not  levy- 
ing war  againft  the  King,  which  is  treafon  by  the 
ftatute  of  Edward  III.  not  the  confulting  and 
difcourfing  about  it ;  which  was  all  that  is  ynu 
nefled  againft  me;  but  by  a  ftrange  fcftdi,  the 
defign  of  feizing  the  guards  was  conftrued  a  de- 
iign  of  killing  the  King ;  and  fo  I  was  in  that 
caft. 

And  now  I  have  truly  and  fincerely  «oid  \^hdt 
my  part  was  in  that  which  cannot  be  more  than 
m  bare  miffrifion ;  and  yet  I  am  condemned  as 
guilty  of  a  deiign  of  killing  the  King.  I  pray 
God,  lay  not  this  to  the  charge,  neither  of  tbe 
King,  Council,  nor  Judges,  nor  Sheriffs,  nor 
Jury  \  and  for  the  witnefles,  I  pity  them  and 
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vifli  them  wdh  I  fliall  not  reckon  up  the  ptr« 
ticiilars  wherein  they  did  me  wrong ;  I  had  r^ 
ther  their  own  confcience  would  do  that;  to 
which^  and  the  mercies  of  God»  I  leflire  them : 
only  I  fliall  aver,  that  what  I  faid  of  my  not 
hearing  Colonel  Rumfey  deliver  any  meflage 
firom  my  Lord  Shafifbury,  wa3  true ;  for  I  al« 
ways  detefted  lying»  thou^  never  fo  much  to  my 
advantage.  I  hope  none  will  be  (b  unjuft  and 
uQchoritable,  as  to  think  I  would  venture  on  it 
ia  thefe  my  laft  words,  for  which  I  am  foon  to 
give  an  account  to  the  great  God,  the  fearcher 
of  hearts  and  judge  of  all  things. 

From  the  time  of  chufing  Sheriffs,  I  cob« 
eluded  the  heat  in  that  matter  would  produce 
ibmething  of  this  kind;  and  I  am  not  much 
furprizcd  to  iind  it  fall  upon  me ;  and  I  wifh 
what  is  done  to  me  may  put  a  fiop,  and  fatiatc 
{bme  people's  revenge,  and  that  no  more  inno^ 
cent  blood  be  Died ;  for  I  muft,  and  do  ftill  look 
upon  mine  to  be  fuch,  fince  I  know  I  was  guilty 
of  no  treafon ;  and  therefore  I  would  not  be« 
tray  my  innocency  by  flight,  (though  much 
prefled  to  it)  of  which  I  do  not,  I  thank  God, 
yet  repent,  how  fatal  foever  it  may  have  feemed 
to  iw?e  proved  to  me ;  for  I  looked  upon  my 
death  in  this  manner  (I  thank  God)  with  other 
eyes  than  the  world  does.  I  know  I  faid  but 
little  at  the  trial,  and  I  fuppofe  it  looks  more  like 
innocence  than  guih.    I  was  alfo  advifed  not  to 
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confefs  matter  of  fa8  plainly,  fmce  that  certainly 
muft  have  brought  me  within  the  guilt  of  mifpri^ 
Jion :  and  being  thus  reftrained  from  dealing 
frankly  and  openly,  I  chofe  rather  to  fay  little; 
than  to  depart  from  that  ingenuity  that,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  I  had  carried  along  with  me  in 
the  former  part  of  my  life ;  and  fo  could  eafier  be 
filent,  and  leave  the  whole  matter  to  the  con- 
fciences  of  the  Jury,  than  to  make  the  laft  and 
folemneft  part  of  my  life  fo  diflFerent  from  the 
courfe  of  it,  as  the  uling  little  tricks  and  eva- 
fions  muft  have  been;  nor  did  I  ever  pretend 
to  any  great  readinefs  in  fpeaking.  I  wiih  thofe 
gentlemen  of  the  law,  who  have  it,  would  make 
more  confcience  in  the  ufe  of  it,  and  not  run 
men  down,  and,  by  ftrains  and  fetches,  impofe 
on  eafy  and  willing  juries,  to  the  ruin  of  inno^ 
cent  men;  for  to  kill  by  forms  and  fubtilties  of 
the  law,  is  the  worft  fort  of  murder.  But  I 
wifli  the  rage  of  hot  men,  and  the  partiality  of 
juries  may  be  ftopped  with  my  blood,  which  I 
would  offer  up  with  fo  much  the  more  joy,  if 
I  thought  I  fhould  be  the  laft  that  were  to  fuffer 
in  fuch  a  way. 

Since  my  fentence,  I  have  had  few  thoughts, 
but  preparatory  ones  for  death ;  yet  the  impor- 
tunity of  my  friends,  and  particularly  the  beft 
and  deareft  wife  in  the  world,  prevailed  with  me 
to  fign  petitions,  and  make  an  addrefs  for  nHy 
life,  to  vhicji  I  was  ever  averfe ;  for  (I  thank 
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God)  though  in  all  rerpe6ks  I  have  lived  the 
happieft  and  contentedeft  man  in  the  worlds  (for 
now  very  near  fourteen  years)  yet  I  am  fo  wil- 
ling to  leave  all^  that  it  was  not  without  difficulty 
th^  I  did  any  thing  for  the  faving  of  my  life^ 
that  was  begging ;  but  I  was  willing  to  let  my 
friends  fee  what  power  they  had  over  me,  and 
that  I  was  not  obftinate  nor  fullen,  but  would  do 
any  thiny  that  an  honeft  man  could  do  for  their 
fatisfa&ion,  which  was  the  only  motive  that  fwayed 
or  had  any  weight  with  me. 

And  now,  to  fumup  all,  as  I  had  not  any  de- 
fign  againft  the  King's  life,  or  the  life  of  any  man 
whatfoever,  fo  I  never  was  in  any  contrivance  of 
altering  the  government.  What  the  heats,  paf* 
fions,  and  vanities  of  other  men  have  occafioned, 
I  ought  not  be  refponfible  for,  nor  could  I  help 
them,  though  I  now  fuifer  for  them.  But  the 
will  of  the  Lord  be  done,  into  whofe  hands  I 
commend  my  fpirit !  and  truft  that  "  Thou,  O 
moft  merciful  Father,  haft  forgiven  all  my  tranf- 
greffions,  the  fins  of  my  youth,  and  all  the  errors 
of  my  paft  life,  and  that  Thou  wilt  not  lay  my 
fecret  fins  and  ignorances  to  my  charge,  but*  wilt 
gracioufly  fupport  me  during  that  fmall  time  of 
life  now  before  me,  and  affift  me  in  my  laft  mo« 
roents,  and  not  leave  me  then  to  be  difordered  by 
fear,  or  any  other  temptations,  but  make  the  light 
of  thy  countenance  to  (hine  upon  me :  Thou  art 
my  fun  and  my  fhield,  and  as  thou  fupporteft 
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me  by  thy  grace,  fo  I  hope  thou  wilt  hereafter 
crown  me  with  gloty,  and  receive  me'iftto  the 
fellowfhip  of  angels  artd  faints,  in  thtft  blefled  lA^ 
heritahce  purchafed  fdr  th6  by  iny  tnoft  iherclfhl 
Redeemer,  Who  is,  t  triifti  at  thy  right  hattd, 
preparing  a  place  for  ihe,  4nd  is  ready  to  receive 
me^  into  whofe  hands  1  coiAtnend  thy  fplrit*  I " 


Lord  Ruffell  died  as  he  lived;  to  the  laft  the 
friend  of  truth,  proteftantifm,  and  the  liberties  of 
his  country.  His  chara£ter,  as  a  man  of  probityi 
honour,  and  virtue,  hath  hitherto  been  unexcep- 
tionable ;  it  is  attefted,  we  have  feen,  by  thofe 
who  were  very  far  from  approving  his  political 
principles.  Even  Sprat,  Bifliop  of  Rochefter, 
declared,  that  he  lamented  his  Lordlhip's  fall, 
being  full  convinced  by  the  Dean  of  Canterbury 
of  his  great  probity,  and  conftant  abhorrence  of 
falfehood.  And,  notwithftanding  the  late  attempt 
to  fully  a  name  fanfiified  by  fuflferings  and 
blood  in  the  beft  of  caufes,  founded  merely  on 
an  imvouched  extract  of  a  letter,  which,  if  genuine^ 
is  acknowledged  to  have  been  written  by  an  in- 
terefted,  unprincipled,  mercenary,  popifli  emif^. 

♦  This  paper  gave  great  offence  at  c6urt.  fiamet 
was  queftioned  about  it ;  but  Lady  Ruffell,  in  a  letter  to 
the  King  (inferted  in  this  colledion)  excuIpafM  and  jufti- 
tied  him. 

fary. 
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fary,  a  proFeffed  enemy  to  the  religion  and  libera 
ties  of  the  men  of  whom  he  wrote  *,  Lord  Ruffell 
will  ftill  be  confidered  as  a  difinterefted  patron 
of  liberty,  and  a  man  of  diftinguifhed  virtue  and 
perfeft  integrity.  Thefe  were  qualities  which  sireh. 
bis  Lordfhip's  excellent  Lady  reprefents  as  pe- 
culiarly eminent  in  him,  in  her  letters,  of  which 
a  large  coUeftion  is  ftill  extant  t,  written  with  an 
uncommon  force  of  Rile  and  fentiment. 

Of  Lord  Ruflell  an  eminent  perfon  truly  faid,  ^^^^^^^^ 
«<  That  an  age  would  not  repair  the  lofs  to  tho  , 
nation ;  and  whofe  name  ihould  never  be  men-* 
tioned  by  Englifhmen  without  fingular  refpe£t/* 
He  paffed  through,  and  left  this  world,  with  as 
great  and  general  a  reputation  as  any  one  of  the 
age ;  and  his  memory  will  be  had  in  grateful  and 

£V£RLAST(N6    REMEMBRANCE. 

*  It  is  very  extraordinary,  that  from  the  time  in  which 
Barillon  writes  fo  confidently  of  his  intimacy  and  intrigues 
with  the  Whigs,  or  popular  party,  to  the  glorious  Revo- 
lution, there  is  not  the  lead  trace  of  his  having  had  any 
other  conne£Uon  with  them.  Is  not  this  very  fufpicious } 
The  many  articles  of  falfe  intelligence  he  fent  to  Louis 
Concerning  things  and  occurrences  preceding  the  Revo* 
hition,  proved  that  he  was  not  fo  much  as  acquainted  Witb 
their  perfons,  or  exceedingly  duped  by  them« 

t  Prelented  to  the  public  view  in  the  fcflowing  ihsets* 


Bring 
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Thompfoa,         Bring  every  fwccteft  flower,  and  let  me  ftrew 

The  grave  where  RufTclI  lies,  whofe  temper'd  blood 
With  calmed  chearfulnefs  for  thee  *  refign'df 
Stain*d  the  fad  annals  of  a  giddy  reign 
Aiming  at  lawlefs  power,  tho*  measly  funk 
In  loofe  ii^lorious  luxury.     With  him 
His  friend  the  Britifli  Caflius  f  fearlefs  bled  ; 
Of  high  determin'd  fpirit,  roughly  brave^ 
By  ancient  learnings  to  the  enlightea'd  love 
Of  ancient  freedom  warm'd,    ■ 


9alr. 


Honour  and  friendfhip  attended  Lord  Ruffell 
beyond  the  grave.  Lord  Cavendifli  joined  the 
hand  of  his  eldeft  fon  in  marriage  to  one  of  the 
daughters  of  his  deceafed  friend. 

i^ph^  16  March,  1688-9.     An  aft  for  averfing  the 

attainder  of  the  late  Lord  Ruffell,  received  the 
royal  affent.  In  the  preamble  to  the  bill,  (which 
was  the  fecond  King  William  pafled)  his  execl^- 
tion  is  called  a  murder. 

2  Nov.  1689.  The  Houfe  of  Cominons  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  examine  ^ho  were  the 
advifers  and  promoters  of  the  murder  of  Lord 
Ruffell. 

6W.&M.  ^^  May,  1694.  His  father  was  created  Mar- 
quis of  Taviftock  and  Duke  of  Bedford.  The 
reafoQs  for  beftowing  thefe  honours  upon  him  are 
in  part  as  follow :— (Preamble  of  the  patent)— 
•^  That  this  was  not  the  leaft,  that  he  was  father 

♦  firltannia.  t  Algernon  Sidney. 

to 
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to  Lord  Ruflell^  the  ornament  of  his  age,  whofe 
great  merits  it  was  not  enough  to  tranfmit  by 
hiftory  to  pofterity,  but  they  (the  King  and 
Queen)  were  willing  to  record  them  in  their 
royal  patent,  to  temain  in  the  family  as  a  monu^ 
ment  confecrated  to  his  confummate  virtue,  whofe 
name  could  never  be  forgot,  fo  long  as  men  pre- 
ferved  any  efteem  for  fandity  of  manners,  great- 
nets  of  mind,  and  a  love  to  their  country,  conftant 
even  to  death.  Therefore,  to  folace  his  excel- 
lent father  for  fo  great  a  lofs,  to  celebrate  the 
memory  of  fo  noble  a  fon,  and  to  excite  his 
worthy  grandfon,  the  heir  of  fuch  mighty  hopes, 
more  chearfully  to  emulate  and  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  his  illuftrious  father,  they  intailed  this 
higb  dignity  upon  the  Earl  and  his  pofterity/' 


A  Jhort  Account  of  the  Russell  or  Bedford 
Family, 

FRANCIS  Earl  of  Bedford  had  four  fons 
and  four  daughters.  His  fons  were  William, 
his  fucceflbr;  Francis  died  unmarried;  John, 
who  was  a  colonel  in  the  civil  wars  for 
King  Charles  I.  and  after  the  reftoration  of 
King  Charles  II.  made  colonel  of  the  firft  re- 
giment of  foot  guards  ;  and  Edward,  whofe  fon 
Edward  was  one  of  the  number  of  the  nobility 
Rod  gentry  that,  upon  the  fetal  appearance  of 

the 
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the  extirpation  of  religion  and  liberty^  m  King 
James  II.  time,  went  over  to  the  Prmce  of 
Orange,  and  was  by  King  William  made  one 
of  his  Privy  Council,  Admiral  Treafurer  of  the 
Navy,  and  VicC'-admind  of  £ngland*  In  169a 
he  gave  a  total  overthrow  to  the  French  fleet, 
under  the  command  of  Monf.  de  TbUrvilie,  at 
La  Hogue,  for  which,  and  other  fignal  fervice^, 
on  the  7th  of  May^  i697>  ^^  vas  create  Baron 
of  Shingey,  Vifcount  Barfleur,  and  Earl  of  Or- 
ford ;  he  held  alfo  feveral  confiderable  pofts  un-» 
drr  Queen  Anne  and  George  L  married  the  La* 
dy  Margaret,  youngeft  daughter  to  William  the 
firft  Duke  of  Bedford,  his  father's  brother,  and 
died  without  iffue,  Nov.  fi6,  17^7,  iti  ike  75^1 
year  of  his  age.  The  Lady  Catherine,  the  eldeft 
daughter  of  Francis  Earl  of  Bedford,  was  mar- 
ried to  Robert  Lord  Brook;  the  Lady  Anne 
to  George  Earl  of  Briftol ;  the  Lady  Margaret 
to  James  Earl  of  Carlifle,  and  the  Lady  Diana 
to  Francis  Lord  Newport. 

Williafti,  in  1641,  fucCeeded  Francis  hia  fa- 
ther, and  was  the  fifth  Earl  of  Bedford.  XJpon  the 
breaking  out  of  the  civil  war  he  was  confti<*> 
tuted  General  of  the  Parliametits'  horfe,  and  in 
the  battle  of  Edge-hill,  23d  Oftober,  1641,  cotn^ 
mand  the  body  of  referve  in  that  army  with  great 
cotidufl  and  prowefs :  but  afterwards  diflikiag 
the  fcrvice,  his  Lordfhip  the  next  year  left  the 
Parliament  and  went  to  the  King  at  Oxford,  aad 

from 
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from  thence  attended  him  to  the  fiege  of  Giou* 
cefter^  and  battle  of  Newbury,  and  then  to  Ox-^ 
fofd  again.  During  the  conteft  that  followed  for 
feverad  years  in  the  kingdom,  he  lived  retired, 
but  heartily  concurred  in  the  reftoration  of  King 
(Varies  II.  In  1672  he  was  ele£led.  a  Knight 
of  the  Garter.  In  1675  he  diftinguiflied  himfelf 
by  the  countenance  and  fupport  he  gave  to  th^ 
£oglifli  intereft,  relative  to  the  teft  bill,  in  which 
he  was  Co  brave,  that  he  joined  in  three  of  the 
protefts.  On  the  11  May,  1694,  he  vas  created 
Marquis  of  Taviftock  and  Duke  of  Bedford, 
and  died  September  7,  1700.  By  An«e,  daiigh^ 
ter  to  Robert  Carre,  Earl  of  Somerfet^  he  had 
feven  fons  and  three  daughters :  Diana,  the  eldeft^ 
was  firft  married  to  Sir  Grevil  Verney,  Knight  of 
the  Bath,  and  afterwards  to  William  Lord  Aling^- 
ton ;  Margaret  to  Edward  Earl  of  Orford ;  hi« 
(on  William,  Lord  Rufleli,  was  unjuftly  be« 
headed,  July  21,  1683  ;  he  married  Lady  Ra^ 
chael,  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Southampton, 
and  left  iffue  one  fon  and  two  daughters;  La- 
dy. Rachael,  the  eldeft,  was  married  to  William 
Lord  Cavendiih  (afterwards  Duke  of  Devon- 
ihire);  and  the  Lady  Catherine  to  John  Man- 
ners, Lord  Roos,  afterwanls  Duke  of  Rutland* 
Wriotbefley,  the  fon,  married  Elizabeth,  only 
daughter  and  heir  of  John  Rowland,  Efq.  (by 
Elizabeth,  fitter  by  the  half  blood  to  Richard 
Earl  of  Caftlemain)  and  was  thereupon  created 
:  .'    I  Baron 
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Howland  of  Streatham^  June  13, 1695 ;  and  fuc^ 
ceeding  his  grandfather  in  1700^  became  Duke 
of  Bedford^  and  died  of  the  fmall  pox^  May  %6g 
171 1,  in  the  31ft  year  of  his  age.  By  his  wife^ 
(who  alfo  died  of  the  fmall  pox^  June  29^  1794J 
aged  42*)  he  had  three  fons  and  two  dai^ters  1 
of  which  Lady  Rachael^  the  eldeft^  was  married 
to  Scroop  Egerton^  Duke  of  Bridgewater ;  and 
Lady  Elizabeth  to  William  Capel,  Earl  of  £f- 
fex :  of  the  fons^  William  died  in  his  infancy. 

Wriothefley  fucceeded  his  father  as  Duke  of 
Bedford^  171  ii  and  married  Lady  Anne  Egerton^ 
x)nly  daughter  of  the  before-mentioned  Scroop 

*  On  tbe  14th  of  June,  17241  a  dreadful  fire  happened 
at  Wooburil.  The  Duchefs  left  the  fuffcrers  500I.  in  her 
ivill.  As  it  was  feme  time  before  the  money  was  paid, 
Lord  John  Ruflcll,  (afterwards  Duke  of  Bedforf)  then 
in  his  i6th  yeari  exprefled  his  concern  to  Mr.  Hokj  the 
executor,  who  objeAing  againft  the  payment  of  inteieft. 
Lord  J<^  generoufly  (aid,  «<  Pay  it  out  of  the  money 
allowed  for  my  expences  \"  and  accordingly  Mr.  Holt  paid 
Edmund  Green,  one  of  the  treafurers,  SS^l*  ^i^*  5^«  her 
Grace's  legacy,  and  50I.  a  gift  of  Lord  John  Ruffell,  being 
the  amount  of  two  years  intereft  thereof;  as  appears  by  an 
article  in  die  minute-book,  dated  9th  May,  1726,  Cgncd 
by  Sir  John  Chefter,  Sir  Pynfent  Chernocke,  Bart,  and  five 
other  truftees  for  the  fiiiferers  by  the  faid  fire.  It  may  be 
proved  by  a  multitude  of  iiiftances,  that  the  late  Duke  pof- 
fefled  the  fame  generous  and  humane  difpofition  during  his 
whole  life  ;  it  was  peculiarly  confpicuous  in  the  dofe  of 
it^  as  his  laft  will  evinces. 

Puke 
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Duke  of  Bridgewater,  by  the  Lady  Elizabeth 
Churchill,  his  firft  wife,  third  daughter  and  co- 
heir to  John  Duke  of  Marlborough ;  but  dying 
without  ilTue,  Oftober  23, 1732,  his  only  furviv- 
ing  brother  John  became  Duke  of  Bedford,  born 
September  30,  1710,  who  married  firft  the  Lady 
Diana  Spencer,  grand-daughter  to  John  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  and  younger  daughter  of  Charles 
late   Earl  of  Sdnderland;  (he  dying  in  17351 
greatly  lamented,  (among  her  other  valuable  qua^ 
lities,  (he  was  a  fteady  and  true  friend  to  the 
poor)  he  afterwards  married  the  Lady  Gertrude, 
daughter  of  John  Earl  Gower,  by  whom  he  had 
Francis  and  Caroline,  the  latter  married  George 
Spencer,  Duke  of  Marlborough ;  Francis,  Mar-  * 
quis  of  Taviftock,  June  7,  1764,  married  Lady 
Kepel^  daughter  of  William  Earl  of  Albemarle, 
by  whom  he  had  three  fons,  Francis,  John,  and 
William ;  the  eldeft  bom  in  1765,  became  Duke 
of  Bedford  1771,  at  the  death  of  his  grandfather, 
(to  whom  he  fucceeded)  his  father  dying  in  March 
1767,  of  a  fall  in  hunting.      Lady  Taviftock  was 
inconfolable,  and  languilhed  till  Odober,  when 
fhe  died  at  Lifl>on.     They  had  lived  in  perfect 
harmony  and  affedion;  and  for  their  amiable, 
excellent  difpofitions,  were  univerfally  beloved, 
refpeded,  and  honoured. 


AJhort 
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A  Jhort  Account  of  the  Squthampton  (La^ 
Russell's)  Family. 

HCNRY  WRIOTHESLEY,  fiarl  of  Souths 
ignpton^  is  Aud  to  hiivc  beep  the  moft  polite  ge^ 
nius  of  a  kind  of  Auguftan  age^  when  wit  and 
iioe  learning  floarifted  in  Shakefpeare^  Spencer* 
Raleigh*  Sec.  He  was  fo  remarkable  a  patron  of 
tbe  ingenious^  ^s  to  have  made  Shiikefpeare  ^t 
one  time  a  prefent  of  loool.  to  aid  him  in  tbe 
compleaiLing  of  a  purchafe ;  and  not  without  ne?^ 
ibn^  is  fuppofed  to  have  had  a  hand  in  Ipi^  fin^ft 
performances'  He  died^  39  James  L  His  eldeft 
daughter,  Penelope,  w^s  married  to  WiHian* 
I^ord  Spencer,  of  WormJei|;htoii>  father  of  Hcnrjr* 
created  £arl  of  Sunderland  by  ^ing  Ch^le^  I» 
and  flain  in  his  fervice,  at  the  battle  of  Ne^iir^ 
bury.  A*  D.  1643.  His  fon  Thoma^^  by  £1U 
zabeth  Vernon^  fitter  to  Sir  Robert  Vernon,  of 
Hodnet,  Knight,  came  to  the  title  an  idBiiM^ 
whofe  cbara£ier  is  thus  drawn  by  I^rd  Civen* 
don :~''  The  Earl  of  Southampton  was,  indeecj, 
^  great  man  in  ^11  refpeds,  and  brought  very 
nutch  reputation  to  the  King's  (Charles  I.)  quife. 
He  was  of  a  nature  much  inclined  to  meJafKholy, 
and  being  born  a  younger  brother,  ^d  hi^  far- 
ther and  his  eldeft  brother  dying  upon  th^  point 
together,  while  he  was  but  a  boy,  he  was  at  firft 
much  troubled  to  be  called  my  Lord,  and  with 
the  noife  of  attendance,   fo  much  he  then  de^ 

lighted 
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lighted  to  be  alone.  He  had  a  great  fpirit ;  he 
had  never  had  any  converfation  in  the  court, 
nor  obligation  to  it ;  on  the  contrary,  he  had 
undergone  fome  hardfhips  from  it,  which  made  it 
believed  that  he  would  have  been  ready  to  have 
taken  all  occafions  of  being  fevere  to  it;  and 
therefore,  in  the  beginning  of  the  parliament,  no 
man  was  more  courted  by  the  managers  of  thofe 
defigns.  He  had  great  diflike  of  the  high  courfes 
which  had  been  taken  by  the  government,  and 
a  particular  prejudice  to  the  Earl  of  Strafford 
for  fome  exorbitant  proceedings.  But  as  foon 
as  he  faw  the  ways  of  reverence  and  duty  towards 
the  King  declined,  and  the  profecution  of  the 
Earl  of  Strafford  to  exceed  the  limits  of  juftice, 
he  oppofed  them  vigoroufly  in  all  their  proceed- 
ings. He  was  a  man  of  great  iharpnefs  of  judg- 
mentj  a  very  quick  apprehenfion,  and  that  readi- 
nefs  of  expreflion  upon  any  fudden  debate,  that 
no  man  delivered  himfelf  more  advantageoufly 
and  more  ef&cacioufly  with  the  hearers ;  fo  that 
no  man  gave  them  more  trouble  in  his  oppofi- 
tion,  or  drew  fo  many  to  a  concurrence  with  him 
in  opinion.  He  had  no  relation  to,  or  depend- 
ance  upon  the  court,  or  purpofe  to  have  any,  but 
wholly  purfued  the  public  intereft.  It  was  long 
before  he  could  be  prevailed  with  to  be  a  coun- 
(ellor,  and  longer  before  he  would  be  admitted 
to  be  of  the  bed-chamber,  and  received  both  ho- 
nours, the  rather  becaufe^  after  he  had  refufed 

Q  to 
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*  to  take  a  proteftation,  which  hoth  houfes  had  or.^ 
dered  to  be  taken  by  all  their  members;  they 
had  likewife  voted»  that  no  man  ihould  be  cac 
pable  of  any  preferment  in  church  or  fiate»  who 
refufed  to  take  the  fame;  and  he  would  fliew 
how  much  he  contemned  thofe  votes*  He  went 
with  the  King  to  York^  was  moft  folicitous  for 
the  offer  of  peace  at  Nottingham^  and  was  with 
him  at  Edge-hill^  and  came  and  (laid  with  him 
at  Oxford  to  the  end  of  the  war>  taking  all  op- 
portunities to  advance  all  motions  towards  peace; 
and  as  no  man  was  more  punctual  in  performing 
his  own  duty^  fo  no  man  had  more  melancholy 
apprehenfions  of  the  iffue  of  the  war/* 

Burnet  calls  him  a  man  of  great  virtue  and 
good  parts,  of  a  lively  imagination  and  found 
judgment,  who  had  merited  much  by  his  conftani 
adherence  to  the  King's  intereft  during  the  war, 
and  the  large  remittances  he  made  him  in  his 
exile.  Oldmixon  mentions  him  thus-^^'  Thai 
right  noble,  and  virtuous  peer,  the  Earl  of  South«< 
ampton,  whofe  loyalty  was  not  more  exemplary 
than  his  love  to  his  country,  he  faid  to  ChanceU 
lor  Hyde,  it  is  to  you  v^e  owe  all  we  either  feel 
or  fear ;  for  if  you  had  not  poflefled  us  in  all 
your  letters  with  fuch  an  opinion  of  the  King, 
(Charles  11.)  we  would  have  taken  care  to  put 
it  out  of  his  power,  either  to  do  himfclf  or  us  any 
mifchief,  which  is  like  to  be  the  effea  of  our 
trufting  him  fo  entirely."     Burnet  juftly  ftiled 

him— 
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him«~**  A  faft  friend  to  the  public-<-the  wife  and 
virtuous  Earl  of  Southampton^  who  deferved 
every  thing  the  King  could  give  him." 

At  the  rcftoration  be  was  made   Lord  High 
Treafurer^  which  he  is  faid  to  have  executed 
with  great  integrity  and  addr^fs.     He  died  May 
t6»  t66j.    By  his  firft  wife^  Rachael^  (daughter 
of  Henry  de  Mafley^  Baron  of  Rouvigny,  and 
filler  to  the  Marquis  of  Rouvigny^   father  of 
Henry  Earl  of  Galaway)  he  had  Elizabeth,  mar- 
ried to  Edward  Noel;  afterwards  Baron  Wrio^ 
thefl^  of  Tichfield^  Vifcount  Campdcn,  Earl  of 
Gainfl)orough  ;  Rachael^  married  firft  to  Francis 
Lord  Vaughan,  eldeft  fon  to  Richard  Earl  of 
Carbery^  and  afterwards^  about  i66g,  to  William 
Lord  Ruifell^  fon  of  William  Earl  of  Bedford. 
By  his  fecond  wife,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Francis 
Leigh,  Earl  of  Chichefter,  he  had  Elizabeth,  mar* 
ricd,  firft,  to  Joceline  Piercy,  the  eleventh  and 
laft  Earl  of  Northumberland,  afterwards  to  Ralph 
Earl  (and  in  1705  Duke)  of  Montague. 

The  Marquis  of  Rouvigny,  though  a  proteft- 
ant,  was  AmbaiTador  from  France  to  England  in 
1674 ;  but  being  looked  on  by  the  Duke  of  York 
with  an  evil  eye,  he  procured  his  recal.  In  1685 
he  was  Deputy-general  of  the  reformed  churches 
in  France,  and  pleaded  ftroqgly,  in  a  full  au- 
dience, before  Louis  XIV.  in  favour  of  tolera- 
tion, but  to  no  purpofe.  He  came  to  England^ 
July  1685,  to  folicit  the  rcftoration  of  his  great 
Q  2  nephew 
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(William  Lord  Ruflell's  fon)  to  the  honotiiTft 
which  his  father  had  forfeited.  One  of  his  fons 
was  killed  at  the  battle  of  the  Boyne,  July  ift, 
1690 ;  the  othef,  who  had  been  inftrumental  in 
the  reduction  of  Ireland,  was  by  King  William 
created  Earl  of  Galway;  he  was  Lieutenant* 
general  in  Piedmont,  and  Envoy  Extraordinary 
to  the  Duke  of  Savoy.  When  old  Rouvigny, 
his  father,  died,  he  offered  his  fehrice  to  the 
King,  who  unwillingly  accepted  of  it,  becaufe  he 
knew  that  an  eftate  which  his  father  had  in  France, 
and  of  which  he  ftill  had  the  income,  would  be 
immediately  confifcated ;  but  he  had  no  regard 
to  that,  and  heartily  engaged  in  the  King's  fer- 
Tindai.  vice,  and  was  afterwards  employed  in  many  emi«>> 
nent  polls,  in  all  which  he  acquitted  himfelf  with 
great  reputation,  and  was  alfo  deemed  a  man  of 
eminent  virtue,  great  piety^  and  zeal  for  religioii* 
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RIGHT  HONOURABLE 

RACHAEL  LADY  RUSSELL. 

FROM  THE  ORIGINALS. 


Q3 


TO  THE  MOST  NOBLE 

JOHN, 

DUKE    OF    BEDFORD, 

MARQUIS  OF  TAVISTOCK,  EARL  OF 
BEDFORD,  LORD  RUSSELL,  BARON 
RUSSELL  OF  THORNHAUGH,  BARON 
ROWLAND  OF  STREATHAM,  LORD 
LIEUTENANT  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF 
BEDFORD,  AND  ONE  OF  HIS  MAJES- 
TY'S PRINCIPAL  SECRETARIES  OF 
STATE. 

May  it  please  your  Grace, 

JL  HESE  are  copies  of  my  Lady  Ruflell's  leu 
ters  from  the  originals.  All  thofe  to  Do£lor 
Fitzwilliam,  were  by  him  returned  in  one  packet 
to  her  Ladyfhip,  with  his  defire  they  might  be 
printed  for  the  benefit  of  the  public.  Thofe  to 
the  Earl  of  Galway  were  preferved  by  his  Lord- 
fliip.  One  to  King  William  was  found  in  his 
pocket,  and  thofe  to  others  are  minutes  or  co- 
pies, all  of  her  Ladyfhip's  hand-writing.  Thou- 
fands  that  deferved  a  much  better  fate,  are  not 
to  be  recovered. 

Doftor  Burnet  to  my  Lady  Ruflell,  writes — 

••  I  know  you  aft  upon  noble  and  worthy  prin- 

Q  4  ciplc« 
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"  ciples,  and  you  have  fo  ftrange  a  way  of  ex- 
"  preffing  yourfelt  that  I  fincerely  acknowledge 
**  my  pen  is  apt  to  drop  out  of  my  hand  when  I 
"  begin  to  write  to  you,  for  I  am  very  fenfible 
"  I  cannot  rife  up  to  your  drain,  &c*/'  Again, 
when  Bi^op  of  Salifbury,  he  fays — ^^  As  I  have 
"  met  with  all  the  noble  marks  of  a  moft  oblige 
"  ing  goodnefs  and  fricndfhip,  fo  no  heart  can 
*'  pofTibly  be  fuller  of  a  deep  fenfe  of  it  than 
''  mine  is  :  and  as  long  as  I  live  I  will  reckon 
"  myfelf  as  much  a  property  to  you,  as  any  thing 
'«  can  be  that  eats  youf  bread;  and  you  and 
*'  yours  may  depend  upon  all  that  1  can  ever 
"  do,  as  much  as  if  I  were  bought  with  your 
"  money  t." 

Doflor  John  Tillotfon  (afterwards  Archbifliop 
of  Canterbury)  writes, — "  I  need  not  to  tell  youf 
^  Ladyfhip,  how  little  reckoning  is  to  be  made 
**  of  any  of  the  comforts  of  this  world.  All 
••  our  hopes  but  that  of  another  are  built  upon 
"  uncertainty  and  vanity.  Till  we  come  to  the 
"  region  above,  we  (hall  never  be  out  of  the  reach 
**  of  ftorms  and  tempefts ;  thither  let  us  always 
"  be  afpiring,  and  prefGng  forwards  towards  that 
**  bleffed  ftate :  but  why  do  I  fay  this  to  one 
^*  that  hath  a  much  more  lively  fenfe  of  thefe 
"  things  J?" 

*  Page  252.        t  Page  465.        f  Page  408. 

The 
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The  Princefs  of  Orange  fays—"  I  am  furc  I 
••  may  Icam  from  yours  to  confider  God's  Pro- 
^  vidcnce  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  make  it  cafy  •/• 

Dodor  Simon  Patrick^  afterward  Biihop  of  , 
Ely,  writes,  "  I  intend  to  read  over  the  fame 
•*  authors  which  your  Ladylhip  names,  and  if 
^*  your  Ladyfliip  pleafes  to  impart  fome  of  your 
*'  thoughts  upon  any  paflages,  I  (hall  value  them 
««  as  mifers  are  wont  to  do  their  treafure,  who 
«  envy  the  fight  of  it  to  all  the  world  befides  t/* 
And  Judge  Vaughan  faid  to  me — '*  He  never 
«'  knew  man  nor  woman  fpeak  better  than  Lady 
*'  RuffcU." 

Thofe  high  tefiimonies^  and  the  confervation 
of  thefe  few  remaining  letters,  which^  with  their 
excellent  ufe,  tranfmit  to  pofterity  part  of  fo  great 
a  chara&er  in  its  own  luftre,  as  your  Grace's 
ever  to  be  honoured  anceftor,  The  Right  Ho^ 
naurable  Rachel  iady  RuJfeWs,  give  me  afiu- 
ranee,  that  your  Grace  will  accept  of,  and  be 
well  pleafed  with  this  transcript. 

I  am. 

Your  Grace's  moft  dutiful. 

And  moft  obedient  fervant, 

THOMAS  SELLWOOD. 
A.  D.  1748. 

•  Page  396.  +  Page  271. 
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LETTERS 

OF 

LADY    RUSSELLj    SPc. 


LETTER    L 

Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam*. 

X  HOUGH  I  am  very  earneft  to  hear,  good      i>-  i>- 
DoQor,  how  my  brother t  is  after  his  journey, 
and  melancholy  welcome  home,  yet  I  had  not 
troubled  you   fo   very  foon,  if  fome   difcourfc 
with  Lord  Shafte(bury+  had  not  occafioned  it, 

who 

*  A  divine,  for  whom  Lady  Ruflel  had  a  great  efteem 
and  friendHiip ;  he  had  been  chaplain  to  her  father,  as  he 
was  afterwards  to  the  Duke  of  York  ;  reSor  of  Cotten- 
ham,  in  CambridgcOiire,  and  canon  of  Windfor ;  which 
preferments  he  loil  after  the  revolution,  upon  refufal  of  the 
oaths.     Birches  Life  of  Tillotfon. 

+  Lord  Noel,  who  married  Lady  Ruflbrs  eldeft  fifter, 
and  was  afterwards  Earl  of  Gainfborough. 

X  Anthony  Afliley  Cowper,  Earl  of  Shaftefbury,  who 
married  Margaret,  daughter  of  William  Lord  Spencer,  and 
Penelope  Wriothefley ;  on  being  difappointed  in  his  politi- 
cal 
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A.  D. 

1679. 


who  coining  here^  was  much  concerned  to  find 
they  could  haye  no  meeting  with  my  brother,  to 
adjuft  things  as  they  defired;  but  fince  he  did 
not  apply  himfelf  to  do  it,  they  hope  he  is  fatisfied 
how  they  muft  proceed,  in  order  to  their  truft ; 
and  telling  me  it  was  neceflary  they  fhould  fpeak 

with 

cal  (chemes,  he  retired  to  Holland  (though  he  had  been  a 
bitter  enemy  to  that  ftate)  in  November.  J682,  where  he 
lai>gui(hed  about  fix  weeks,  furrounded  with  a  few  mifera^ 
ble  refugees,  and  then  gave  up  the  ghoft,  January  1682-3. 
Ralph  fays,  here  let  the  man  of  eminent  rank,  title,  for- 
tune, opacity,  greatnefs,  and  importance,  paufe  and  rcfle^l 
one  moment  ferioufly  and  folemnly,  on  the  eminent  vanity 
of  all  thofe  coveted  and  envied  pofleffions,  when  they  be* 
(;ome  the  proftitutes  of  ambition.     Ambition  was  Lord 
Shaftefbury's  idol ;  to  ambition  he  facrificed  all  things  ; 
ambition  made  him  a  courtier;  ambition  made  him  a 
patriot;  and  to  ambition,  though  not  after  the  ufual  form, 
he  died  a  martyr.    Mr.  Locke  afcribes  to  him  a  nobte 
faying,  viz.  <'  That  it  is  not  the  want  of  knowledge,  but 
the  perverfencfs  of  the  will,  that  fills  men's  a£lIons  with 
folly,  and  their  lives  with  difordcr."    And  it  is  greatly  to 
be  lamented,  that  he  did  not  apply  it  to  the  regulation  of 
his  own  life  j  in  which  cafe  it  had  probably  proved  but 
one  continued  fcene  of  happincfs  and  glory  to  himfelf,  and 
had  been  meafured  by  an  luiinterruptcd  feries  of  fcrviccs 
to  his  country ;  whereas,  by  making  all  his  powers  and 
faculties  the  flaves  of  his  paffions,  he  was  the  Jnftrument  of 
tyranny  when  in  power,  and  of  confufion  when  out ;  was 
ever  expofed  to  tioubles  and  difappointments;  and  was 
always  more  hated  than  beloved  by  his  own  aflbciates. 
Rapin  calls  him  one  of  the  greateft  geniufles  England  had 

produced 
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with  the  perfon  who  managed  the  eftate^  and  un-      ^g^- 
derftood  it  beft,  I  thought  it  fit  to  let  my  brother 
.know  it)  and  fo  if  he  pleafe  the  fame  perfon  (who 
I.  fuppofe  to  be  HoUoway)  may  bring  up  the  pam- 
pers ;  and  being  by  fo  fafe  a  meifenger^  my  bro- 
ker may  confider  whether  he  will  not  fend  the 
roriginal  ones ;  for  their  coimcil  fays,  they  muft 
be  here,  before  they  can  do  any  thing  effedually. 

produced  for  many  years  ;  and  adds.  This  is  the  teftimony 
equally  given  him  by  friends  and  enemies. 

It  muft  be  allowed,  that  notwithftanding  all  his  incon- 
Rancy,  party  nge,  diflimulation,  and  ruinous  ambition,  he 
was  one  of  the  moft  able  and  upright  Judges  that  ever  pre* 
fided  in  the  Court  of  Chancery.     SmolltL 

In  1695,  Lord  Afliley  (grandfon  of  the  above-mentioned 
great  Earl  of  Shaftefbury),  at  prefent  famous  for  his  moral 
XtzQs,  entitled  Chara£ferijtics,  being  returned  a  member  for 
l^oole,  in  Dorfetfliire  (while  the  bill  for  regulating  trials  in 
'cafes  of  high  treafon  was  depending)  and  attempting  to  utter 
a  premeditated  fpeech  in  favour  of  that  claufe  of  the  bill 
which  allowed  the  prifoner  the  benefit  of  counfel,  fell  into 
fuch  a  diforder,that  he  was  not  able  to  proceed :  but  having 
at  length  recovered  his  fpirits,  and  together  with  them  the 
conunand  of  his  faculties,  he  drew  fuch  an  aigument  from 
his  own  confufion,  as  more  advantaged  his  caufe  than  all 
the  powers  of  eloquence  could  have  done :  "  For  (faivi  he) 
if  ly  who  had  no  perfonal  concern  in  the  queftion,  was  fo 
overpowered  with  my  own  apprchenfions,  that  I  could  not 
find  words  or  voice  to  exprefs  rayfelf,  what  muft  be  tl  c 
cafe  of  one  whofe  life  depended  on  his  own  abilities  to  dc- 
fend  it?"  Ralph.  This  happy  turn  did  great  fcrvice  in 
promoting  that  excellent  bill. 

But 
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A.^!^*  But  my  brother  will,  however,  think  fit  to  keep 
attefted  copies,  and  haften  thofe  he  fends  up  ds 
foon  as  poffible.  This  is  what  their  council  ad- 
vifes  upon  them  as  neccflary,  and  abfolutely  fo. 

My  Lord  prefents  his  fervice  to  my  brother  $ 
I  do  (b  too ;  and  heartily  pray  to  God  to  comfort 
him  in  his/orrows,  and  dire6l  him  in  all  his 
anions. 

I  am,  good  DoSor, 

Your  humble  fervant, 
6  March,  167.9-80.  R.  RUSSELL^ 

My  kindeft  fervice  to  all  the  dear  young  ones. 

LETTER    IL 
Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam. 

^  jy       xxS  unpleafing  reports  feldom  mifs  reaching  our 
1680.        gj^j-g^  (q  jij  ijQt  Qja^  Qf  yQyf  ficknefs  many  days 

before  I  could  hear  how  it  had  pleafed  God  to 
difpofe  of  you ;  which   I  applied  myfelf  to  do 


(with  a  real  concern)  by  my  filler  Allington,  the  I 

beft  way  I  could  think  on;  and  did  learn  from  | 

her  the  hopes  of  your  recovery,  which  is  better 
for  us  that  you  (hould  abide  in  the  flefii,  though  I 
am  perfuaded  you  might  fay,  it  had  been  better 
for  you  to  depart,  and  to  be  with  Chrift !  I  was 
glad,  good  Doftor,  to  fee  a  letter  under  your  own 
hand ;  but  now  you  muft  fuffer  a  little  rebuke, 
why  you  would  not  direft  it  to  me  :  I  am  refolved 
to  return  my  thanks  no  other  way  for  your  fine 

cheefes. 
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cheefes,  which  are  a  large  ftock  for  the  whole       f^ 
winter. 

A  true  friend,  I  find,  will  not  be  difcouraged« 
or  certainly  you  would,  from  the  toil  of  a  jour- 
ney to  Titchfield  (being  weak)  at  this  time  of 
year.  I  wifli  it  may  be  for  the  good  you  defign, 
and  then,  I  believe,  your  refpe6:  and  kindnefs 
both  for  the  living  and  the  dead  will  leave  you 
no  room  for  repentance.  I  am  doubtful  if  this 
paper  will  find  you,  and  therefore  fhali  not  en« 
large,  but  fign  myfelf. 

Sir, 
Your  ever  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 
to  September,  1680.  R.  RUSSELL^ 

I  defire  your  good  prayers  in  refpeft  to  my 
prefent  condition ;  I  now  drawing  near  my 
time,  looking  next  months 


LETTER    in. 
Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam. 

1  WAS  fenfibly  troubled.  Sir,  at  the  reading 
your  letter,  to  find  you  feized  with  a  frefh  dif- 
temper:  felf-intcreft  makes  me  lament  it,  for  fuch 
muft  the  concerns  of  my  dear  fifter's  children  ever 
be  to  me.  But  I  can  fincerely  afTure  you,  I  am 
forry  Dod;or  Fitzwilliam  labours  under  the  fuf- 
ferings  of  bodily  pains ;  though  the  freenefs  of 
the  mindj  and  the  reafoning,  and  comfortable  re* 

flc6lions 
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^^^  fleSlions  you  are  able  to  make,  are  inexpret- 
fible  comforts,  which  others  want,  and  few  can 
attain  to.  Lord  grant  I  may  obtain  in  the  day  of 
trial,  a  refigned  will  andaftrong  belief!  How 
happy  then  was  the  day  of  my  birth,  which  began 
that  of  an  eternal  blifs !  With-  what  joy  ihall  we 
praife  God  for  ever !  And  in  this  contemplation, 
how  light  Ihould  ail  worldly  afi(li£iions  feem  to 
us !  But  here  my  heart  condemns  me,  who  can- 
not overcome  in  any  degree,  as  I  ought,  the  late 
lofs  of  my  loved  lifter.  I  pray  God  forgive  my 
weaknefs,  and  that  it  may  not  provoke  him  to  try 
me  with  greater  crofles.  Join  with  me,  good 
DoQor,  as  alfo  that  God  would  aflift  me  in  my 
approaching  time  *. 

My  fitter  Allington  was  yefterday  brought  to 
bed  of  a  fine  boy.  I  wifli  heartily  to  hear  you 
are  releafed  of  your  ill  companion.  The  Jefuits* 
Powder  is  here  the  infallible  cure,  and  held  mod 
fafe  to  be  taken  by  the  beft  dodors. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  very  f<^ithful  friend  and  fervant, 

5  OBober,  1680.  R.  RUSSELL. 

•  Lady  RufTclI,  on  the  ift  of  November,  1680,  was 
brought  to  bed  of  a  fon,  afterwards  Duke  of  Bedford,  fa- 
ther of  the  prefent  Duke  of  Bedford.     A,  D.  1748, 


LET- 
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Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwillxam. 

X  OUR  letters  are  ftill  the  welcome  meflengera 
of  good  news  to  me^  good  Doftor^  and  the  good 
will  I  know  yoii"  fend  them  with^  engages  my  re- 
ceiving them  the  more  kindly;  and  my  beft 
thanks  due  to  you  for  them;  but  where  our 
chiefeft  thanks  fhould  be  paid^  I  defire  that 
neither  myfelf,  nor  thofe  concerned  near  as  I 
waSj  may  forget  our  duty.  With  your  ufual  fa- 
vour, oblige  me  by  prefenting  my  fervice  chear- 
fully  to  my  brother ;  I  hope  he  ftill  improves  in 
his  health.  That  .they  may  both  rejoice  many 
years  in  the  well-being  of  one  another,  is  the 
eameft  prayer  of 

Their  humble  fervant  and  yours, 
Tuefday  Morning.  R.  RUSSELL. 

LETTER    V. 

Lady    Russell's    Letter    to    the    King 

(Charles  IL) 

[General Dia.  W.  viii./.  820.— -Swjr*  Brii*  voL  v./.  3538.] 

Indorfed  by  her,  "  My  Letter  to  the  King  a  few  days 

after  my  dear  Lord's  death.) 

May  it  please  your  Majesty, 

1  FIND  my  hufband's  enemies  are  not  appeared 
with  his  blood,  but  ftill  continue  to  mifreprefent 
hhn  to  your  Majefty.    'Tis  a  great  addition  to 

R  my 


a.  D. 

1683, 
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^^*  my  forrows,  to  hear  your  Majefty  is  prevafled 
'  upon  to  believe,  that  the  paper  he  delivered  to 
the  Sheriffe  at  his  death,  was  not  his  own.  I 
can  truly  fay,  and  am  ready  in  the  folemneft 
manner  to  atteft  that  f during  his  imprifonment*] 
I  often  heard  him  difcourfe  the  chiefeft  matters 
contained  in  that  paper,  in  the  fame  expreflions 
he  therein  ufes,  as  fome  of  thofe  few  relations 
that  were  admitted  to  him,  can  likewife  aver. 
And  fure  'tis  an  argument  of  no  great  force,  that 
there  is  a  phrafe  or  two  in  it  another  ufes,  when 
nothing  is  more  common  than  to  take  up  fucb 
words  we  like,  or  are  accuftomed  to  in  our  con- 
verfation.  I  beg  leave  .further  to  avow  to  your 
Majefty,  that  al  that  is  fet  down  in  the  paper 
read  to  your  Majefty  on  Sunday  night,  to  be 
fpoken  in  my  prefence,  is  exadly  true  t ;  as  I 
doubt  not  but  the  reft  of  the  paper  is,  which 
was  written  at  my  requeft ;  and  the  author  of  it 
in  al  his  converfation  with  my  hufl)and,  that  I 
was  privy  to,  {bowed  himfelfe  a  loyal  fubje£k  to 
your  Majefty,  a  faithful  friend  to  him,  and  a 
moft  tender  and  confcientious  minifter  to  his 
foule.  I  do  therefore  humbly  beg  your  Majefty 
vrould  be  fo  charitable  to  beleve,  that  he  who 

♦  The  words  included  in  the  brackets  are  croflbd  out. 

t  It  contained  an  account  of  all  that  pafled  between  Dr. 
Bumet  and  his  Lordihip,  concerning  his  lad  fpeech  and 
paper.  It  is  called  the  Journal  in  the  Hiftary  of  his  Ow^ 
Time,  vol.  I.  p.  56a. 

in 
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in  al  his  life  was  obferved  to  aft  with  the  grcateft  a^^^; 
cleamefTe  and  finc^rity^  would  not  at  the  point  of 
death  doe  fo  difingenious  and  falfe  a  thing  as  to 
deliver  for  his  own,  what  was  not  property  and 
cxprefsly  fo.  And  if,  after  the  loffe  in  fuch  & 
manner  of  the  beft  hufband  in  the  world,  I  were 
capable  of  any  confolation,  your  Majefty  only 
could  afford  it  by  having  better  thoughts  of  him, 
which  when  I  was  fo  importunat  to  fpeak  with 
your  Majefty,  1  thought  I  had  fom  reafon  to 
beleve  1  (hould  have  inclined  you  to,  not  from 
the  credit  of  my  word,  but  ,upon  the  evidence 
of  what  1  had  to  fay.  I  hope  I  have  writ  nothing 
in  this  that  wil  difpleafe  your  Majefty.  If  I 
have,  I  humbly  beg  of  you  to  confider  it  as  com- 
ing from  a  woman  amazed  with  grief;  and  that 
you  wil  pardon  the  daughter  of  a  perfon  who 
ferved  your  Majefty's  father  in  his  greateft  ex- 
tremityes,  |[and  your  Majefty  in  your  greateft 
pofts]  and  one  that  is  not  confcious  of  having 
ever  done  any  thing  to  offend  you  [^before],  I 
Ihall  ever  pray  for  your  Majefty's  long  Ufe  and 
happy  reign. 

Who  am,  with  al  humility. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty,  &c. 


R  2  LET- 
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LETTER*   VL 
Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam. 

1  NEED  not  tell  you,  good  Doftor,  how  little 
capable  I  have  been  of  fuch  an  exercife  as  this*. 
Yo^  will  foon  find  how  unfit  I  am  ftill  for  it, 
fince  my  yet  difordered  thoughts  can  ofiFer  me  no 
other  than  fuch  words  as  cxprefs  the  deepeft  for- 
rows,  and  confufed,  as  my  yet  amazed  mind  is. 
But  fuch  men  as  you,  and  particularly  one  fo 
much  my  friend,  will,  I  know,  bear  with  my 
weaknefs,  and  compaffionate  my  diftrefs,  as  you 
have  already  done  by  your  good  letter,  and  ex- 
cellent prayer.  I  endeavour  to  make  the  beft 
ufe  I  can  of  both  ;  but  I  am  fo  evil  and  unwor- 
thy a  creature,  that  though  I  have  dcfires^  yet  I 
have  no  difpofitions,  or  worthinefs,  towards  re- 
ceiving comfort.  You  that  knew  us  both,  and 
how  we  lived,  mud  allow  I  have  juft  caufe  to 
bewail  my  lofs.  I  know  it  is  common  with 
others  to  lofe  a  friend ;  but  to  have  lived  with  fuch 
a  one,  it  may  be  queftioned  how  few  can  glory 
in  tKe  like  happinefs,  fo  confequently  lament  the 
like  lofs.  Who  can  but  fhrink  at  fuch  a  blow, 
till  by  the  mighty  aids  of  his  holy  fpirit,  wc  will 
let  the  gift  of  God,  which  he  hath  put  into  our 

*  Lord  Ruflell,  her  hulband,  was  executed,  or  xather 
murdered,  July  21, 1683. 

hearts. 
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hearts,  intcrpofc  ?  That  teafon  which  fets  a  mea-  ^^^' 
fore  to  our  fouls  in  profperity,  will  then  fugged 
many  things  which  we  have  feen  and  heard^  to 
moderate  us  in  fuch  fad  circumftances  as  mine. 
But^  alas !  my  underftanding  is  clouded^  my  faith 
weak,  fenfe  ftrong,  and  the  devil  bufy  to  fill  my 
thoughts  with  falfe  notions^  difficulties^  and 
doubts,  as  of  a  future  condition*  of 

prayer :  but  this  I  hope  to  make  matter  of  hu- 
miliation, not  fin.     Lord  let  me  underftand  the 
reafon  of  thefe  dark  and  wbunding  providences^ 
that  I  fink  not  under  the  difcouragementsof  my 
own  thoughts  :   I  know  I  have  deferved  my  pu- 
nifhment,  and  will  be  filent  under  it ;  but  yet  fe« 
cretly  my  heart  mourns,  too  fadly  I  fear,  and 
cannot  be  comforted,  becaufe  I  have  not  the  dear 
companion  and  fliarer  of  all  my  joys  and  forrows, 
I  want  him  to  talk  with,  to  walk  with,  (o  eat  and 
fieep  with ;  all  thefe  things  are  irkforae  to  me 
now  ;  the  day  unwelcome,  and  the  night  fo  too  1 
all  company  and  meals  I  would  avoid,  if  it  might 
be ;  yet  all  this  is,  that  I  enjoy  not  the  world  in 
my  own  way,  and  this  fure  hinders  my  comfort; 
when  I  fee  my  children  before  me,  I  remem- 
ber the  pleafure  he  took  in  them ;  this  makes  my 
heart  (brink.     Can  I  regret  his  quitting  a  leiTer 
good  for  a  bigger  ?     O  !  if  I  did  ftedfaftly  be- 
lieve, I  could  not  be  dejefted ;  for  I  will  not  in- 

•  Two  or  three  words  torn  off. 
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^^•g^-  jure  myfelf  to  fay,  I  offer  my  mind  any  inferior 
<onfolation  to  fupply  this  lofs.  No ;  I  moft  wil- 
lingly forfake  this  world — ^this  vexatious,  trouble- 
fome  world,  ia.  which  I  have  no  other  bufinefs, 
but  to  rid  my  foul  from  fin ;  fecure  by  faith  and 
a  good  confcience  my  eternal  interefts ;  with  pa- 
tience and  courage  bear  my  eminent  misfortunes, 
and  ever  hereafter  be  above  the  fmiles  and  frowns 
of  it.  And  when  I  have  done  the  remnant  of 
the  work  appointed  me  on  earth,  then  joyfully 
wait  for  the  heavenly  perfeSion  in  God's  good 
time,  when  by  his  infinite  mercy  I  may  be  ac- 
counted worthy  to  enter  into  the  fame  place  of 
reft  and  repofe,  where  he  is  gone,  for  whom  only 
I  grieve  I  do  *  fear.     From  that  con- 

templation muft  come  my  beft  fupport.  Good 
DoQor,  you  will  think,  as  you  have  reafon,  that 
I  fet  no  bounds,  when  I  let  myfelf  loofe  to  my 
complaints  ;  but  I  will  releafe  you,  firft  fervently 
alking  the  continuance  of  your  prayers  for 
Your  infinitely  affli£led. 
But  very  faithful  fervant, 

Woiorne  Abby,  '  R.  RUSSELL. 

'80  September,  1683. 

•  A  word  torn  offl 


LET- 
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LETTER     VII. 

Dr.  Fitzwilliam  to  Lady  RyssELL. 

MadaMj 

A  FORTNIGHT  ago  I  received  a  letter  from 
your  honour,  which  by  its  date,  the  30th  of  the 
laft,  fliould  have  been  near  the  fame  meafure  of 
time  coming  to  me ;  and  the  reafon  why  I  de- 
ferred the  acknowledgment  of  it  to  this  minute, 
was  to  have  gained  time  to  return  fuch  an  an- 
fwer  to  it  which  fliould  have  been  accompanied 
with  a  little  treatife  fuited  to  your  circumftances : 
but  the  want  of  leifure,  occafioned  through  the 
deftitution  of  a  curate  by  illnefs,  and  the  con- 
fumption  of  my  time  in  correfting  feveral  copies 
of  a  fermon  fent  me  from  London  with  a  great 
many  errors  of  the  prefs,  hath  hitherto  obftrufted 
that  defign ;  and  I  have  now  no  more  (becaufe 
I  will  defer  the  cognition  of  your  excellent  let- 
ter, freighted  with  divine  thoughts,  no  longer) 
than  will  ferve  me  barely  to  name  the  heads  of 
thofe  confiderations,  which,  through  God's  fpirit 
fetting  them  home  upon  your  heart,  may  fortify 
you  with  patience,  to  fupport  your  condition^ 
as  fad  as  you  reprefent  it  to  yourfelf,  and  have 
been  pleafed  to  do  in  pathetical  expreflions  to 
me.  And  if  they  fliall  have  any  way  this  ope- 
ration on  you^  or  difpofe  you  but  to  that,  I  fball, 
R4  upoa 
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A.  D.  upon  your  intimating  fo  much,  cloath  thefe  dry 
bones  with  flefh  and  {kin,  and  give  them  fome 
complexion,  and  laft  of  all,  after  your  ufe,  to 
whom  I  devote  them  firft,  if  they  may  be  made 
fubfervient  to  that  of  others  in  the  fame  or  like 
cafe,  make  them  public.  Thofe,  or  at  leaft  fome 
of  thofe,  I  fhall  infill  upon,  you  (hall  f^nd  here 
annexed,  with  a  prayer  to  be  addrefs*d  to  Chrift 
Jefus,  to  enable  you  to  imitate  the  admirable  ex- 
ample of  patience,  charity,  &c.  he  fet  you.  But 
though  this  hath  been  long  a  coming,  and  comes 
maimed  ^nd  impcrfe£l,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  the 
lefs  acceptable  to  your  Ls^dyfhip,  or  at  leaft  the 
lefs  pardonable. 

I  am.  Madam,  upon  the  account  you  fuggeft^ 
of  knowing  in  what  entire  friendOiip  you  and 
your  Lord  lived  together,  moft  ready  to  acknow- 
ledge your  lofs  of  him,  as  well  as  your  manner  of 
lofing  himj  to  be  very  afflifting;  and  to  allow  you 
cannot  have  too  deep  a  fenfe  of  it,  while  it  pro- 
ceeds from  the  value  and  eftimation  a  wife  ought 
to  have  for  a  de^r  hufband;  but  then  I  ipuft  ^dd, 
your  thoughts  may  dwell  too  Ipng  upon  that  dif- 
confolate  theme,  and^fo  pi:ejudice  both  your  body 
and  your  foul,  your  natural  life  and  your  fpiri- 
tual  J  for,  as  the  fenfe  is  hurt  with  converfing^  too 
long  with  a  yehement  objeft,  though  it  plealeth, 
the  eye,  for  exa^nple,  by  gazing  too  mu^h^  or 
too  long  on  light,  fo  m^y  the  mind,  by  a  conti- 
nued meditation  oa    grief,    tho*    it's  delighted 

with 
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vith  the  conteinplation,  and  the  body  fo  mace-^       ^^  °- 
r^tcd  as  not  only  to  be  made  unferviceable  to 
the  mind,  but  to  render  that  fo  to  herfelf. 

This  way  I  an>  afraid  you  offend  i  and  then  it 
is,  when  your  thought3  have  been  faddened  to 
4  great  degree,  by  a  long  fixation  on  the  doleful 
objeft,  fuppofe,  that  they  pafs  into  black  and  di£- 
mal  ones  of  queftioning  God's  providence,  and  ^ 
future  ftate,  the  devil  facilitating  the  pafTage^ 
yhich  almoft  feems  natural,  witb  his  fuggeftiona 
dien. 

And  yet,  while  he  Is  bufy  to  aipvife  you  with 
thefe,  God's  grace,  as  you  mofl  chriiiianly  ob^ 
ferve,  powerfully  fteps  in  to  correft  theiu,  by 
putting  you  upon  huipbling  yourfelf  foj  the  rif-. 
ing,  or  his  injeftion  of  fuch  an  impiety,  and  en- 
ables you  to  concur  with  that  motion,  in  having 
a  kind  of  hatred  and  deteflation  of  yourfelf  for 
them. 

In  this  fepfe,  God  brings  good  out  of  evil ;  and, 
as  I  remember,  the  devout  St.  Auflin,  in  his  con* 
feffions,  mention3  this  as  the  benefit  of  fin  re- 
pented of.  He  means»  that  it  begets  humility ; 
and  np  dpub(  but  God  permits  many  exalted 
Chriftia9s  in  the  degrees  towards  perfeftion,  to 
fall  foyi^timesi  iuto  fome  grofs,  fcandalous  fin,  to 
abate  their  mpr^  dangerous  fpiritual  pride.  I  do 
npt  charge  fuch  imaginations  as  thefe,  when  they 
enter  into  youi?  mind,  but  that  yields,  not  its  con- 
f^nt  to  th^^  a§  dirQ^>  downright  fins ;  nor  are 

you 
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^i>-  you.  Madam,  to  do  fo ;  but  however  you  arc  to 
lament  them  as  you  do,  as  the  unhappy  efFeQs  of 
corruption,  and  endeavour  immediately  tofup- 
prefs  them,  and  rejeft  them  with  difdaim 

Towards  getting  rid  of  fuch  importunate,  trou- 
blefome  guefts,  you  can  take  no  more  fuccefsfull 
method  than  to  transfer  your  thoughts  from  the 
fad  objeft  which  occafionally  excited  them,  ib 
others ;  as  firft,  to  the  making  reflexion  on  the 
4^mptinefs  of  the  world,  when  moft  enjoyed,  in 
one  refpe£l,  that  it  yields  no  fatisfa6lion,  and  its 
fruitfulnefs  in  another,  that  it  produces  briars  and 
thorns  without  number,  to  fcratch  and  tear  the 
mind.     Hereby  you  will  gain  another  important 
advantage.     Wean  yourfelf  from  it ;  and  if  you 
are  fo  weaned,"  you  may  rather  thank  God  than 
complain  that  you  have  been  afflifled,  even  by 
the  difpcnfation  which  makes  you  heavy,  fincc 
taking  him  out  of  the  world  whom  you  loved  moft 
in  it,  hath  quite  taken  away  your  aflfeflions  to- 
wards it.      But  becaufe  this  contemplation,  by 
accident,  may  produce  impatienee,  render  you 
Weary  of  continuing  in  a  world  of  vanity  and 
trouble,  and  where  you  want  the  defire  of  your 
eyes ;  you  are,  in  the  next  place,  as  you  do  like- 
wife  praSife,  to  afcend  thither  with  your  medi-- 
tations  where  faith  alone,  and  not  reafon,  can 
mount  them ;    I  mean  place  them  on  that  happi- 
nefs  above,  which  is  perfeft,  and  not  to  be  dif- 
turbed  by  the  interpofition  of  ill  accidents,  eter- 
nal. 
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nal,  and  not  to  be  concluded  by  time,  rerervcd 
for  you  and* 
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Doctor  BuKNExt  to  Lady  Russell. 

1  WAS  juft  fitting  down  to  write  an  anfwer  to 
your  Ladylhip's  former  letter,  when  I  received 
your  laft,  fo  now  I  have  two  upon  me,  and  there- 
fore I  hope  you  will  be  fo  good  as  to  forgive  the 
length  of  this,  fince  the  bearer  is  fure,  I  will  fay 
many  things  on  which  I  would  not  venture  by  the 
ordinary  conveyance.  I  muft  begin  with  your 
laft.  I  fee  I  was  not  miflaken  in  thinking,  I  durft 
venture  on  faying,  what  occurred  to  me  on  a  thing 
which  in  itfelf  was  highly  good  and  charitable,  but 

*  The  remainder  gone. 

f  After  Lord  Rufleirs  death,  DoStor  Burnett  was  by 
Charles  tbe  Second's  order,  difchaiged  from  preaching  the 
Thurfday  le£lure  at  St.  Clement's;  and  for  a  fermon 
preached  on  the  5th  of  November,  on  the  wor(j5 — "  Save 
me  from  the  lion's  mouth,  thou  haft  heard  me  from  the 
homs  of  the  unicorns  ;"  which  was  thought  of  dangerous 
conftmdion,  becaufe  the  Uon  and  unicorn  were  the  two 
fuppoiters  of  the  King's  fcutcheon,  he  was  by  another  order 
difmifled  from  being  preacher  of  the  Rolls  ;  and  having 
fuch  public  marks  of  jealoufy  fet  on  him,  he  thought  it 
convenient  to  withdraw,  and  went  out  of  England,  1684. 

Burnet's  Hijiar^. 


in 
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1683.'  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  *8^  ^Jg^t,  as  I  judged,  not  look  fo  well. 
I  can  truly  fay  the  vaft  veneration  I  have  for  your 
Ladylhip,  both  upon  his  account  to  whom  you 
were  fo  dear,  and  on  your  own,  which  increafeth 
with  every  letter  I  receive  from  you,  makes  me 
impatient  if  any  thing  fhould  occur  that  might  be 
matter  of  cenfure.  I  know  you  aft  by  noble  and 
worthy  principles,  and  you  have  fo  ftrange  a  way 
of  expreffing  yourfelf,  that  I  fincercly  acknow- 
ledge my  pen  is  apt  to  drop  out  of  my  hand  when 
I  begin  to  write  to  you,  for  I  am  very  fenfible  I 
cannot  rife  up  to  your  (train.  I  am  confident 
Cod  has  not  beftowed  fuch  talents  on  you.  and 
taken  iuch  pains,  both  by  kind  and  fevere  provi- 
dences^ to  diftinguilh  you  from  moft  other  wo- 
men in  the  world,  but  on  a  defign  to  make  you 
an  inftrument  of  much  good;  and  I  am  very  glad 
you  intend  to  employ  fo  much  of  your  own  time 
in  the  education  of  your  children,  that  they  fhall 
need  no  other  governefs ;  for,  as  it  is  the  greateft 
part  of  your  duty,  fo  it  will  be  a  noble  entertain- 
ment to  you,  and  the  beft  diverfion  and  cure  of 
your  wounded  and  wafted  fpirits.  I  long  fo 
much  to  fee  your  Ladyfliip,  and  them  about  you, 
in  this  employment,  that  I  hope  you  will  pardon 
me,  if  I  beg  leave  to  come  down  and  wait  on 
you,  when  the  Matter  of  the  Rolls  goes  out  of 
town ;  for,  fince  it  was  not  thought  fit  thai  I 
ihould  go  on  with  the  Thurfday's  lefture,  I  am 
matter  of  my  own  time  during  the  weeks  of  the 

vacation ; 
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vacation;  and  I  will  efteem  that  which  I  hope       ^^* 
to  pafs  at  Woborne  as  the  beft  of  them. 

I  will  not  touch  in  all  this  letter  your  deep  and 
ever-green  and  tender  wound.  I  believe  the 
touching  of  it  in  the  fofteft  manner,  gives  more 
pain  than  all  I  can  fay  about  it  can  mitigate,  and 
therefore  I  fliall  fay  no  more  of  it,  but  that  it 
comes  in  as  a  large  part  of  my  beft  thoughts  that 
God  would  give  you  fuch  an  inward  fenfe  of  his 
love,  and  of  the  wifdom  and  kindnefs  of  his  pro- 
vidence, and  of  the  bleffed  ftate  to  which  he  has 
raifed  that  deareft  part  of  yourfelf,  and  whither 
the  reft  will  follow  in  due  time,  that  all  thefe 
things  may  fwallow  up  the  bitter  fenfe  of  the  ter- 
rible ftroke  you  lie  under,  and  may  poflefs  you 
with  thofe  true  and  folid  joys  that  are  the  only 
proper  cure  for  fo  deep  a  wound.  But  I  will 
dwell  no  longer  on  fo  difmal  a  fubjeft,  for  I  am 
afraid  you  dwell  too  much  on  it. 

Now,  the  bufincfs  of  the  printer*  is  at  an  end, 
and  confidering  how  it  was  managed,  it  has  dwin- 
dled to  a  very  fmall  fine,  which  one  may  well  fay 
was  either  too  much  or  too  little.  The  true  de- 
fign  of  the  profecution  was  to  find  me  in  it,  and 

•John  Darby,  the  printer,  having  been  convifted  of 
printing  a  libel,  called  Lord  Ruflell's  Speech,  made  his  fub- 
million  this  term,  Feb.  1683-4,  and  was  fined  but  20 
marks. 

Salmon's  Chron.  Htft. 

fo 
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fo  the  printer  was  tampered  with  much  to  name 
the  author* 

1  have  never  taken  notice  to  your  Ladylhip  of 
the  quick  fenfe  I  faw  you  expreffed  in  a  letter 
to  Mr.  Hofkins  on  that  head;  but  I  had 410  fure 
bearer  till  Mr.  Pordage  went  down>  and  it  did 
not  then  occur  to  my  thoughts.  I  hope  you  be* 
lieve  I  have  all  the  juft  and  high  fenfe  of  that  con- 
cern that  becomes  me,  and  would  have  been  very 
litde  troubled,  though  they  could  have* 

2  Feb.  1683. 


LETTER     IX. 
Lady  Russill  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam- 

1  HAVE  received,  good  Doftor,  your  friendly 
letter  and  excellent  prayers,  indeed,  very  excel- 
lent ones ;  and  alltho*  neither  could  have  come 
too  foon,  yet  I  could  not  wonder  they  ftaid  fo 
long.  The  rigour  of  the  feafon  has  been  ex- 
treme as  ever  was  known  fure  in  England,  or  in 
thefe  parts  of  the  world ;  but  a  little  time  of  pa- 
tience has  carried  us  through  all  the  inconve- 
niencies  and  hardfliip  of  it,  yet  not  without  very 
great  and  very  (harp  fufFeringsto  numbers  of  the 
poorer  fort ;  the  confideration  of  which  is  a  moft 
fit  contemplation  for  my  fad  thoughts,  whofe  fuf- 

*  Wh^t  followed  is  cut  off. 

ferings 


LETTERS,  855 

fcrings  of  another  nature  will  have  a  like  period ;       ^• 
and,  by  faith  and  trull  in  God,  a  happy  one,  when 
I  (hail  for  ever  (as  is  my  hope  my  loved  Lord  is 
jiow)  be  enabled  to  perform  the  everlailing  race 
of  obedience,  which  here,  hy  reafon  of  thofe 
flrong  impreflions  things  in  this  life  of  fenfe  make 
upon  us,  is  much  weakened.   But  I  am  much  en- 
couraged by  your  allowing  that  I  have  a  juft  fenfe 
of  forrow,  and  that  you  faw  not  my  mourning  fo 
much  to  be  condemned  as  you  s^prehended  they 
were;    it  excites  me  better  to  druggie  for  my 
duty,  than,  when  doing  all  I  can,  to  think  I  do 
fo  ill,  that  I  may  have  reafon  to  be  amazed,  and 
fear  a  puniihmcnt  in  both  dates ;  but  my  mcrci« 
ful  father  truly  knows  the  fliarpnefs  of  my  for- 
rows,  and  the  weaknefs  of  my  perfon,  not  fitted 
to  dand  out  againd  fuch  dorms ;  but  with  his  help 
we  can  do  all  things.     As  tojhe  two  points  your 
letter,  DoBor,  infids  upon,  I  will  fird  fay  for 
myfelf,  I  am  very  confident  I  ftiall  ever  fo  take 
either  the  reproof,  caution,  or  advice  of  a  friend 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  I  fiiall  never  lofe  a  friend 
for  ading  the  part  of  one  to  me,  who  fiiall  make 
at  lead  this  advantage  by  finding  fuch,  that  I  fliall 
be  fubje£l  to  the  fewer  deliberate  follys ;  by  fud- 
den  ads,  I  expefi  to  be  guilty  of  many,  left  to  . 
the  trouble  and  didra£lion  of  choice  alone,  as  I 
mud  now  be.     Therefore,  good  Dodor,  let  me 
engage  you  to  continue  the  fame  way  of  proceed- 
ing, though  I  may  not  always  comply  with  what 

yoo 
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A.  D.  you  offer  to  me,  yet  that  may  be  be8  for  me,  if 
I  could  difcern  it  fo.  Now  for  the  firft  particu* 
lar  concerning  a  chaplain,  I  fhall  not  be  utitra6U 
able.  I  told  you  I  could  not  live  under  my 
diftreffes  without  one ;  for  the  delay  I  toudhcd 
upon,  the  diftance  of  time  now  before  I  fhall  ht 
fettled,  fo  as  to  require  the  ufe  of  one,  will  much 
take  off  my  former  objeftions ;  and  as  to  the  defi- 
nition of  a  prudent  perfon,  you  and  I  fliall  recon- 
cile it  to  the  fame  thing.  I  approve  with  you  the 
Church  of  England  the  beft  church,  and  heft  of- 
fices and  fervices  in  it,  upon  the  face  of  the  earth 
that  we  know  of;  but.  Sir,  I  Ihall  covet  one  fo 
moderate,  as  not  to  be  impatient  and  paifionate 
againft  all  fuch  as  can't  think  fo  too ;  but  of 
fuch  a  temper  as  to  be  able  to  converfe  peaceably 
with  fuch  as  may  have  freedom  in  my  family, 
though  not  of  it,  without  giving  offence,  and  1 
take  it  to  be  the  beft  way  of  gaining  good  people 
to  our  opinions. 

As  to  your  kind  offer  of  afliftance,  whenever 
caufe  for  it,  I  fhall  ever  ufe  a  freedom  with  you, 
Sir ;  but,  in  a  fit  return,  remember  an  old  pf overb, 
not  to  fpur  a  free  horfe  too  faft.  Sir,  your  cir- 
cumftances,  and  my  heavy  ones,  may  moft  likely 
render  that  unfit ;  but  I  fhall  not  in  appearance 
be  foon  in  want,  feeing  my  removes  next  fummer 
will  probably  be  very  fhort.  For  having  an  eye 
upon  any  particular  perfon,  I  muft  approve,  and 
thank  you  for  your  kindnefs  in  it ;  but  if  you 

have, 
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have,  let  it  be  fo ;  the  perfon  may  not  know  it,  ^^. 
for  this  reafon,  feveral  that  had  opportunities  of 
feeing  me  often  in  my  firft  extremities,  urged  my 
doing  what  you  have  fince  done ;  and  to  them  I 
anfwered  as  I  have  to  you.  Now,  if  they  have 
been  mindful  of  my  neceffities,  and  have  any 
perfon  fit  to* 

Woiornc  Abfy,  22  Feb.  1683-4. 
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Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam. 

X  IS  above  a  fortnight,  I  believe,  good  Do6lor, 
fince  I  received  your  comforting  letter ;  and  'tis 
difpleafing  to  me  that  I  am  now  but  fitting  down 
to  tell  you  fo ;  but  it  is  allotted  to  perfons  under 
my  difmal  title,  and  yet  more  difmal  circum- 
ilances,  to  have  additional  cares,  from  which  I 
am  fure  I  am  not  exempt,  but  am  very  unfit  to 
difcharge  well  or  wifely,  efpecially  under  the  op- 
preflions  I  feel ;  however,  'tis  my  lot,  and  a  part 
of  my  duty  remaining  to  my  choiceft  friend,  and 
thofe  pledges  he  has  left  me.  That  remembrance 
makes  me  do  my  bell,  and  fo  occafions  the  put- 
ting by  fuch  employments  as  fuit  better  my  pre- 
fent  temper  of  mind,  as  this  I  am  now  about; 
fince'  if,  in  the  multitude  of  thofe  forrows  that 

♦  Remainder  loft. 
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ffig^'  poflefs  my  foul«  I  find  any  refreflunents^  though^ 
alas !  fuch  as  are  but  momentary^  'tis  but  calling 
off  fome  of  my  crouded  thoughts  to  compaflL* 
onate  friends,  fuch  as  deny  not  to  weep  with  thofe 
that  weep ;  or  in  reading  fuch  difcourles  and  ad* 
vices  as  your  letter  fupplies  me  with^  which  I 
hope  you  believe  I  have  read  more  than  once  s 
and  if  I  have  more  days  to  pafs  upon  this  earth,  I 
mean  to  do  fo  often,  fince  I  profefs,  of  all  thofe 
have  been  offered  me,  (in  which  charity  has  been 
mod  abounding  to  me)  none  have  in  all  particu- 
lars more  fuited  my  humour.  You  deal  with 
me.  Sir,  juft  as  I  would  be  dealt  withall ;  and 
'tis  poflible  I  feel  the  more  fmart  from  my  rag- 
ing griefs,  becaufe  I  would  not  take  them  off^  but 
upon  fit  confiderations :  as  'tis  eafieft  to  our  na- 
tures to  have  our  fore  in  deep  wounds  gently 
handled ;  yet,  as  mod  profitable^  I  would  yield, 
nay  defire,  to  have  mine  fearched,  that,  as  you 
religioufly  defign  by  it,  they  may  not  fetter.  'Tis 
poffible  I  grafp  at  too  much  of  this  kind,  for  a 
fpirit  fo  broke  by  affliftion  ;  for  I  am  fo  jealous^ 
that  time,  or  neceflity,  the  ordinary  abater  of  all 
violent  paflions,  (nay  even  employment,  or  com- 
pany of  fuch  friends  as  I  have  left)  fhould  do  that, 
my  reafon  or  religion  ought  to  do,  as  makes  me 
covet  the  beft  advices,  and  ufe  all  methods  to  ob- 
tain fuch  a  relief,  as  I  can  ever  hope  for,  a  filent 
fubmiffion  to  this  fevere  and  terrible  providence, 
without  any  ineffeftive  unwillingnefs  to  bear  what 

I  muft 
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I  muft  fufFer ;  and  fuch  a  viftory  over  myrdf,  ^g^^; 
that^  when  once  allayed^  immoderate  paflions  may 
not  be  apt  to  break  out  again  upon  freih  occa- 
fions  and  accidents,  offering  to  my  memory  that 
dear  objeft  of  my  defires,  which  muft  happen 
every  day,  I  may  fay  every  hour,  of  the  longeft 
life  I  can  live ;  that  fo,  when  I  muft  return  into 
the  world,  fo  far  as  to  aft  that  part  is  incumbent 
upon  me  in  faithfulnefs  to  him  I  owe  as  much  as 
can  be  due  to  man,  it  may  be  with  great  ftrength 
of  fpirits,  and  grace  to  live  a  ftrifter  life  of  holi- 
nefs  to  my  God,  who  will  not  always  let  me  cry 
to  him  in  vain.  On  him  I  will  wait,  till  he  have 
pity  on  me,  humbly  imploring,  that  by  the  mighty 
aids  of  his  moft  holy  fpirit,  he  will  touch  my  heart 
with  greater  love  to  himfelf.  Then  I  Ihall  be 
what  he  would  have  me.  But  I  am  unworthy 
of  fu:h  a  fpiritual  blefling,  who  remain  fo  un« 
thankful  a  creature  for  thofe  earthly  ones  I  have 
enjoyed,  becaufe  I  have  them  no  longer.  Yet 
God,  who  knows  our  frames,  will  not  expefl  that 
when  we  are  weak,  we  ihould  be  ftrong.  This 
is  much  comfort  under  my  deep  dejeftions,  which 
are  furely  increafed  by  the  fubtil  malice  of  that 
great  enemy  of  fouls,  taking  all  advantages  upon 
my  prefent  weakened  and  wafted  fpirits,  aflault- 
ing  with  divers  temptations,  as,  when  I  have  in 
any  meafure  overcome  one  kind,  I  find  another 
in  the  room,  as  when  I  am  lefs  afflifted,  (as  I  be- 
fore complained)  then  I  find  refleftions  troubling 
S  2    .  me. 
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fesa.'  "^^*  ^^  omiffions  of  fome  fort  or  other ;  that  if 
either  greater  perfuaiions  had  been  ufed^  he  had 
gone  away ;  or  fome  errors  at  the  tryal  amended^ 
or  other  applications  made,  he  might  have  been 
acquitted,  and  fo  yet  have  been  in  the  land  of  the 
living ;  (tho'  I  difcharge  not  thefe  things  as  faults 
upon  myfelf,  yet  as  aggravations  to  my  forrows) 
fo  that  not  being  certain  of  our  time  being  ap- 
pointed, beyond  which  we  cannot  pafs,  my  heart 
flirinks  to  think  his  time  pofBbly  was  Ihortened 
by  unwife  management.  I  believe  I  do  ill  to 
torment  myfelf  with  fuch  unprofitable  thoughts* 


LETTER    XL 

Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam. 

ml'  Believe  me,  good  Doaor,  I  find  myfelf 
uneafy  at  reading  your  fliort  letter  of  8th 
April,  (which  I  have  but  newly  received)  before 
I  had  anfwered  yours  of  the  nth  March.  I 
.  have  feveral  times  taken  a  pen  in  my  hand  to  do 
it,  and  been  prevented  by  difpatching  lefs  pleaf- 
ing  difpatches  firft,  and  fo  my  time  was  fpent  be- 
fore I  came  to  that  I  intended  before  I  laid  away 
the  pen. 

The  future  part  of  my  life  will  not  I  expeft 
pafs,  as  perhaps  I  would  juft  choofe ;  fenfc  has 

♦  Remainder  loft. 

been 


LETTERS.  261 

been  long  enough  gratified;  indeed  to  long,  I  ^^g^; 
know  not  how  to  live  by  faith  1  yet  the  pleafant 
ftream  that  fed  it  near  fourteen  years  together, 
being  gone,  I  have  no  fort  of  refrefliment,  but 
vhen  I  can  repair  to  that  living  fountain,  from 
whence  all  flows ;  while  I  look  not  at  the  things 
which  are  feen,  but  at  thofe  which  are  not  feen, 
expeding  that  day  which  will  fettle  and  compofe 
all  my  tumultuous  thoughts  in  perpetual  peace 
and  quiet;  but  am  undone,  irrecoverably  fo,  as 
to  my  temporal  longings  and  concerns.  Time 
runs  on,  andufually  wears  off  fome  of  that  fliarp-i 
nefs  of  thought  infeparable  with  my  circum* 
dances,  but  I  cannot  experience  fuch  an  effe£l, 
every  week  making  me  more  and  more  fenfible  of 
the  miferable  change  in  my  condition ;  but  the 
fame  merciful  hand  which  has  held  me  up  from 
finking  in  the  extremeft  calamities,  will  (I  verily 
believe)  do  fo  ftill,  that  I  faint  not  to  the  end  in 
this  (harp  conflict,  nor  add  fin  to  my  grievous 
weight  of  forrows,  by  too  high  a  difcontent,  which 
is  all  I  have  now  to  fear.  You  do,  I  doubt  not, 
obferve  I  let  my  pen  run  too  greedily  upon  this 
fubjeft:  indeed  'tis  very  hard  upon  me  to  re- 
firain  it,  efpecially  to  fuch  as  pity  my  diftrefs, 
and  would  affift  towards  my  relief  any  way  in 
their  power.  I  am  glad  I  have  fo  expreffed  my- 
felf  to  you,  as  to  fix  you  in  refolving  to  conti^ 
nue  the  courfe  you  have  begun  with  me,  which 
is  to  fet  before  me  plainly  my  duty  in  all  kinds : 
S  3  'twas 
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A- ^*  *twas  my  defign  to  engage  you  to  it;  nor  fliall 
you  be  lefs  fuccefsful  with  me«  in  your  defires^ 
could  there  happen  occafion  for  it»  yrhich  is  moil 
unlikely.  Doctor  Fitzwilliam  underflanding  him- 
fclf  and  the  world  fo  well.  On  neither  of  the 
points,  I  believe,  I  fhall  give  you  reafon  to  com^ 
phdn,  yet  pleafe  myfelf  in  both,  fo  far  of  one 
mind  we  ihall  be. 

I  am  entertaining  fome  thoughts  of  going  to 
that  now  defolate  place  Straton,  for  a  few  days^ 
where  I  muft  exped  new  amazing  reflexions  at 
firft,  it  being  a  place  where  I  have  lived  in  fweet 
and  full  content;  confidered  the  condition  of 
others,  and  thought  none  deferved  my  envy: 
but  I  muft  pafs  no  more  fuch  days  on  earth; 
however,  places  are  indeed  nothing.  Where  can 
I  dwell  that  hia  figure  is  not  prefent  to  me  t  Nor 
would  I  have  it  otherwife ;  fo  I  refolve  that  fhall 
be  no  bar,  if  it  proves  requifite  for  the  better  ac- 
quitting any  obligation  upon  me.  That  which  is 
the  immediate  one,  is  fettling,  and  indeed  giving 
up  the  truft,  my  dear  Lord  had  from  my  beft 
fifter  *.  Fain  would  I  fee  that  performed,  as  I 
know  he  would  have  done  it  had  he  lived.  If  I 
find  I  can  do  as  I  defire  in  it,  I  will  (by  God's 
permilfion)  infallibly  go ;  but  indeed  not  to  ftay 
more  than  two  or  three  weeks,  my  children  re- 
maining here,  who  ihall  ever  have  my  diligent 
attendance,  therefore  fhall  haften  back  to  them. 

♦  Elizabeth  Wriothcfly,  afterwards  Noel. 
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I  do  not  admit  one  thought  of  accepting  your  ^' ^* 
kind  and  religious  ofFer^  knowing  it  is  not  proper. 
I  take^  if  I  do  go>  my  filler  Margaret^  and  be- 
lieve Lady  Sbaftibury  will  meet  me  there.  Thia 
I  choofe,  as  thinking  fome  perfons  being  there  to 
whom  I  would  obferve  fome  rules,  will  engage 
me  to  reftrain  myfelf,  or  keep  in  better  bounds 
my  wild  and  fad  thoughts.  This  is  all  I  can  do 
for  myfelf.  But  blefled  by  the  good  prayers  of 
others  for  me^  they  will»  I  hope^  help  me  forward 
towards  the  great  end  of  our  creation. 

I  am,  moft  cordially,  good  Dodor^ 
Your  ever  moumfull,  but 
Ever  faithfuU  friend,  to  ferve  you, 
R.  RUSSELL. 

I  hear  my  Lord  Gainfborough  and  my  Lady 
will  be  fliortly  at  Chilten.  She  is  one  I  do 
truly  refpeft :  I  can  never  regret  being  near 
her,  though  my  defign  is  to  converfe  with 
none  but  lawyers  and  accountants. 

Wobome  Ably,  ao  April,  1684. 


LETTER     XIL 
Dr.  Fitzwilliam  to  Lady  Russell. 

JL  HE  conlblation  I  long  expeded,  I  found  by 

a  letter  of  yours  which  came  to  my  hands  on  the 

3d  inftant ;  for  it  relieved  me  of  all  my  little 

S  4  fears. 
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A.  D.       fears,  left  the  freedom  or  confidence  I  took  in  de- 
bating  two  points,  in  which  I  differed  from  your 
honour,  might  have  difaffeded  you,  (little  I  call 
diem,  becaufe  I  had  great  hopes  that  your  good- 
nefs  was  fuch  as  would  not  be  diftafted  eafily  by 
any  errors  of  mine  committed  through  impni- 
dence,  which  otherwife  than  with  fuch  a  mixture 
would  have  operated  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and 
afflidion)  and  cured  my  foUicitoufnefs,  that  at 
leaft  if  it  had  not  offended  you,  it  was  becaufe  it 
had  unhappily  taken  another  courfe  than  it  was 
dire£ted,  and  fo  mifcarried  clearly  on  the  way. 
And  fince  you  accepted  with  fo  much  benignity 
and  candour,  my  liberty  in  urging  you  upon 
thofe  particulars,  I  am  abundantly  fatisfied  that 
you  fee  ftronger  and  more  cogent  reafons  to  en- 
gage your  diffent,  than  thofe  I  offer'd  to  gain 
your  concurrence  with  my  judgment,  or  rather 
opinion  in  them.     And  more,  I  ought  to  be,  if 
there  were  room  for  that  more,  fince  you  profefs 
your  inclinations  to  make  fuch  a  temperament, 
as,  though  it  be  not  a  complyance  with  what  I 
thought  might  be  no  imprudent  or  wrong  advice 
to  one  in  your  circumftances,  yet  will  not  be 
an  utter  rejeftion  of  it.  But  although  this  be  a  fa- 
tisfaftion  abundantly  to  content  me,  yet  the  plea- 
fure  which  another  part  of  your  letter  gave  me  was 
of  a  finer  and  nobler  kind,  or  at  leaft  tranfcend- 
ing  it  in  degree,  wherein  you  gave  me  more  than 
an  intimation,  that  if  I  fiiould  offend,  (in  doing 

that 
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that  w^ich  you  excite  me  to  do,  and  tell  me  it  ^^ 
was  yoW  primary  intention  I  fliould)  either  by 
not  confidering  your  condition  or  my  own,  which 
it's  jpibre  than  probable  I  may,  you  will  frankly 
reprove  me  for  any  miftake  fuch  an  inadvertency 
may  make  me  guilty  of.  The  condefcending  to 
take  this  pains  with  me,  who  fhall  not  be  incorri- 
gible under  your  rebukes  or  inftrudions,  as  it  is 
that  for  which  I  efteem  myfelf  obliged  to  render 
your  Ladyfhip  all  real  humble  thanks,  fo  it  will 
be  the  chief  motive  to  animate  me  to  proceed  as 
I  have  begun,  and  as  you  defired  I  Ihould  con- 
tinue. 

I  do  believe  moft  eafily,  (and  Ihould  without 
your  declaration  have  guefs*d)  when  you  come 
to  Straton,  whither  bufinefs  feems  rather  to  fum- 
mon  you,  than  your  own  inclinations  to  carry 
you,  your  grief  will  be  apt  to  renew  itfelf,  that 
the  very  place  where  you  have  fo  often  enjoyed 
your  Lord,  envying  the  greater  happinefs  of 
none,  while  you  pofleft  him,  will  refrelh  this 
image  of  him  (who  is  fo  perpetually  in  your 
thoughts  and  memory  now)  on  your  imagination 
then,  and  the  deftitution  of  his  real  felF,  will, 
when  you  refleft  that  all  the  fruition  you  have 
left  of  him,  is  merely  his  figure  in  your  phancy, 
caufe  a  ftronger  fenfe  of  your  lofs,  than  you  have 
confiantly  at  Wobornc,  where  he  and  you  were 
not  fo  much  converfant  as  at  Straton,  fo  too,  a 
Iharper  fit  of  grief  than  you  there  feel. 

But 
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But  this  is  that  againft  which  you  are  to  oppofe 
your  whole  felf;  and,  as  I  remember  I  dire&ed 
you,  you  are  not  to  permit  your  thoughts  to  dwell 
on  the  obje£l  God  hath  removed  from  you,  nor 
permit  them  perpetually  to  compare  your  prefent 
fad  condition  with  your  former  pleafing  one,  in 
that  place ;  for,  if  you  do,  you  will  not  aft  ac- 
cording to  your  profeffions,  much  lefs  your  duty, 
in  driving  againft  inunoderate  forrow ;  but  yoa 
lay  yourfelf  down  under  it.  And  you  may  as 
reafonably  fuppofe  my  thoughts  can  be  fixt  on  a 
foul  objeft,  and  I  not  corrupted,  as  that  yours 
can  be  employed  on  your  Lord,  and  the  fweet 
contentment  of  enjoying  him  there,  and  yet  not 
be  faddened  to  a  degree  of  fin. 

You  are  therefore.  Madam,  to  divert  your 
thoughts  to  another  kind  of  reflexion,  and  confi- 
der,  not  fo  much  what  God  hath  taken  from  yoa 
lately  at  Straton,  as  what  he  has  left  you  ftill  uiu 
touch'd  at  Woborne.  And  that  if  you  grieve  too 
much  for  the  one,  (for  I  will  not  think  you  repine) 
you  may  provoke  him  to  increafe  the  troubled 
ftream  with  plenteoufnefs  of  tears,  by  refeizing 
into  his  own  hands  fome  parcel  of  that  happineis 
which  he  is  yet  pleafed  to  continue  to  you  in 
yours  there. 

Madam,  you  are  to  meditate  on  this,  that  the' 
you  cannot  enjoy  your  Lord  at  Straton,  yet  you 
may,  unlefs  it  be  your  own  fault,  your  God  there. 
And  you  are  to  labour^  from  fuch  meditations,  to 

fay 
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fey  truly  with  your  heart — How  amiable  and  de- 
lightful is  this  place^  where  he,  who  is  infinitely 
more  valuable  to  me  than  the  perfon  he  gave  me, 
and  hath  taken  away  hence,  and  in  whom  that 
perfon  w^s  or  ought  only  to  have  been  dear  to 
me,  and  this  place  gratefuU ;  the  God  of  all  love, 
and  all  beauty  and  perfe£tion,  will  chufe  to  co^ 
habit  with  me  as  a  hulband,  unlefs  I  refufe  the 
condefcenfion,  and  to  abide  with  me  as  a  com- 
forter, unlefs  I  rejea  the  offer,  and  obftinately 
deny  to  be  comforted ! 

You  are  to  bring  yourfelf  by  fuch  contempla- 
tion to  this  pitch,  as  to  fay  moft  fincerely,  what  I 
believe  you  fay  conftantly.  They  will  be  done, 
my  God  and  Father !  Tho*  I  could  have  been 
pleafed  to  have  enjoyed  the  harmlefs  delights  of 
this  place  in  fellowQiip  with  the  man  thou  gaveft 
me,  yet  I  am  fully  content,  feeing  it  hath  been 
thy  pleafure,  always  dire&ed  with  wifdom,  and 
tempered  with  goodnefs,  to  demand  him  from  me, 
to  enjoy  thee  by  communication  with  thee  in  my 
thoughts,  and  afpirations  after  thee  in  my  defires. 
Seeing  the  one  was  thy  will  by  thy  difpenfations 
to  him,  and  the  other  was  thy  will  in  thy  creating 
and  redeeming  me,  this  fhall  be  my  will  too ;  and 
by  this  identity  of  will  I  will  be  united  to  thee, 
from  whofe  love  no  tribulation  nor  diftrefs  can 
feparate  me ;  my  own  voluntary  fins  alone  can 
divide  me. 

■    I  befeech  God  to  give  a  bleffing  to  thefe  hafty 

prefcriptions. 
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prefcriptions,  (for  the  carrying  away  of  which 
to  the  poft  the  meflenger  days)  that  they  may 
conduce  to  the  doing  you  that  good  they  are 
defigned  for. 

I  am  abruptly,  but  yet  inviolably^ 
Madam^ 
Your  honour's  entirely  devoted  fervant^ 
J.  FITZWILLIAM, 

Cotenham,  7  May^  1684. 


LETTER     Xin. 

Dr*  Simon  Patri<:k  to  Lady  Russell. 

May  it  please  your  Ladyship, 

1  RECEIVED  your  letter  of  the  11th  inftant, 
and  give  you  my  late  but  mod  humble  thanks,  for 
taking  in  fo  good  part  that  poor  tender  of  my 
duty  and  fervice,  which  in  the  fincerity  of  my 
heart  I  made  to  your  Ladyfhip ;  and  though  I 
now  find  that  there  was  no  occafion  at  all  for  it, 
yet  I  cannot  be  forry  for  my  miftake,  fince  I  en- 
joy the  benefit  of  it,  in  reading  a  letter  which 
is  fo  well  ftored  with  devout  and  heavenly 
thoughts. 

I  cannot  read  without  rejoicing,  your  Lady- 
fhip's  fubmiflion  to  the  divine  Providence,  in 
refolving  all  to  this — That  whatever  you  find, 
will  be  beft,  and  any  thing  you  could  imagine 

would 
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would  have  been  worfe;  nor  without  begging  of  ^'^' 
God^  in  the  words  of  David^  1  Chron.  xxix.  i8« 
to  keep  this  for  ever  in  the  imagination  of  the 
thoughts  of  your  heart.  For,  as  your  Ladyfhip 
cannot  have  a  more  honourable  and  worthy,  and 
juft  opinion  of  God,  than  to  believe  that  all  He 
does  is  for  the  beft,  fo  neither  can  you  entertain 
a  thought  which  tends  more  to  your  own  eafe 
and  fatisfa£lion ;  for  it  is  indeed  the  very  fecret 
of  contentment.  And  fure  there  cannot  be  a 
more  reafonable  thing  in  the  world,  than  to  think 
well  of  what  God  does,  and  to  allow  him,  who  is 
the  fountain  of  love  and  goodnefs,  as  well  as  of 
wifdom  and  underftanding,  to  chufe  better  and 
wifelyer  for  us  than  we  poffibly  can  for  ourfelves. 
It  is  true  that  fome  particular  providences  look 
otherwife  at  the  firft  fight,  and  we  cannot  fo  rea- 
dily explain,  and  make  out  the  benefit  and  ad- 
vantages of  them.  The  man,  who  in  riding  to  a 
port  to  take  fliipping,  and  by  a  fall  from  his  horfe 
broke  his  leg,  and  thereby  was  ftopt  from  his  in- 
tended voyage,  did  not  apprehend  the  mercy  of 
that  Providence  at  firft,  till  he  afterwards  under- 
ftood  that  that  very  (hip  was  caft  away,  and  all 
the  paflengers  in  it.  In  like  manner  we  are  often 
puzzled  in  beholding  the  frame  and  ftrufture  of 
this  vifible  world ;  for  many  things,  which  at  the 
firft  appearance  feem  to  be  blemifties  in  the  crea- 
tion, yet,  upon  further  examination,  we  find  to 
be  fo  veiy  ufefull  and  beneficial,   that  we  arc 

forced 
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A- D.  forced  to  bear  teftimony  to  that  divine  approba* 
tion^  which  once  pronounced  them  to  be  all  very 
good.  And  fo  I  doubt  not,  but  by  a  diligent  ex- 
amination, we  may  give  ourfelves  a  very  good  ac- 
count of  the  ways,  as  well  as  of  the  works  of  God, 
and  difcover  fuch  advantages  and  gracious  paf- 
fages  in  every  afflidion,  as  may  force  us  to  ac- 
knowledge that  we  ftiould  not  have  been  fo  well 
without  thofe  affliflions,  and  that  He  of  very 
faithfulnefs  has  caufed  us  to  be  troubled.  -  And 
as  such  fenfible  and  experimental  acknowledg- 
ments muft  needs  be  acceptable  to  God,  becaufe 
thereby  we  honour  Him,  and  fpeak  well  of  Hirt 
of  our  own  knowledge,  fo,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
is  impoflible  for  our  minds  to  diflike  that,  which 
we  cannot  but  acknowledge  to  be  heft  for  us, 
even  we  ourfelves  being  judges.  Your  Lady- 
Ihip's  pious  determination  not  to  part  with  the 
hope  of  a  future  ftate,  if  all  the  glorious  offers  of 
this  prefent  world  were  fet  againft  it,  is  according 
to  all  the  rules  of  prudence,  which  even  worldly, 
men  themfeives  think  fit  to  praftife  in  other  mat- 
ters :  for  who  will  fell  the  reverfion  of  a  great 
eftate  for  a  prefent  penny  ?  or  who,  on  the  other 
hand,  will  not  difburfe  his  ready  money  for  feme 
very  gainful  improvement  of  it  hereafter  ?  And 
yet  there  is  fome  proportion  in  thefe  things,  for 
the  moft  gainfull  improvement  is  but  the  fame 
money  multiplied  over  again,  and  the  gfeateft 
eftate  is  but  a  penny  fo  many  times  told;  whereas 

an 
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an  eternal  happinefs,  and  this  tranfitory  world's       a.  d. 
falfe  joys,  hold  no  proportion. 

I  intend  to  read  over  the  fame  authors  which 
your  Ladyfhip  names,  and  if  your  Ladylhip  pleafes 
to  impart  fome  of  your  thoughts  upon  any  paf- 
fages  in  them,  I  (hall  value  them  as  mifers  are 
wont  do  their  treafure,  who  envy  fight  of  it  to  all 
the  world  befides.  Your  Ladyfhip's  difcourfe 
upon  occafion  of  my  Lady*  Bedford's  deaths  I 
underftand  as  an  inftance  of  your  preparation  of 
mind,  and  readinefs  to  be  diflblved,  to  be  with 
Chrift,  which  is  certainly  beft  for  you  whenever 
He  pleafes.  But  the  continuance  of  your  Lady- 
Clip's  life  and  health,  if  God  fee  it  good,  is  fo  ab- 
folutely  neceffary  to  the  fupport  of  your  noble 
family,  that  I  hope  they  will  be  prolonged,  and 
for  the  fake  of  your  children  ought  not  to  be 
fliortened,  fo  much  as  by  an  otherwife  innocent 
wilb.  My  matter's  education  particularly,  does 
plainly  depend  on  your  Ladylhip's  careofyour- 
felf  in  the  firft  place,  and  then  of  him,  for  whofe 
health  I  the  more  earneflly  pray,  becaufe,  with 

*  Anne  Countefsof  Bedford,  danglitcr  of  Robert  Earl  of 
Somerfet  by  Frances,  daughter  of  Thomas  Howard,  Earl 
of  Suflfolk,  whom  he  married  after  (he  was  divorced  from 
the  Earl  of  Effex.  Francis  Earl  of  Bedford,  gave  his  fon 
leave  and  liberty  to  chufe  in  any  family  but  that;  King 
Charles  L  fent  the  Duke  of  Lenox  to  move  him  to  give 
way  to  it,  and  he  was  prevailed  on  to  confcnt. 

Biog,  Brit. 

grief. 
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^•g^-  grief,  I  lately  heard  that  he  was  ill,  but  I  hope 
it  is  over  before  this.  I  beg  your  Ladylhip's 
pardon  for  this  tedious  length  ;  and  therefore,  as 
to  the  other  parts  of  your  letter,  fliall  only  crave 
leave  to  fay,  that  your  Ladyihip  ought  to  take 
comfort  in  the  inward  teftimony  of  your  fincerity, 
and  not  to  be  difcouraged  at  any  weaknefles  that 
may  poflibly  attend  it,  for  that  outweighs  them  all. 
I  humbly  beg  your  Ladyfhip  to  prefent  my  moft 
humble  fervice  to  my  good  Lord  of  Bedford,  to 
whom  I  Ihould  have  written  upon  this  occafion, 
if  I  had  underftood  that  it  had  been  proper  for 
me,  and  that  I  fliould  not  rather  have  renewed 
his  grief,  and  befeech  you  to  acqppt  of  my  hearty 
thankfulnefs  for  all  your  goodnefs  towards  me, 
who  am. 

Your  Ladyfliip's 

Moft  humble,  moft  faithful. 
And  moft  obedient  fervant. 
May,  1684.  S,  PATRICK. 


LETTER    XIV. 
Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam. 

X  II AVE  received  yours,  good  Doftor,  writ  on 
St.  Barnabas's  day,  and  muft  own,  that  although 
in  thofe  years  my  unprofitable  life  has  been  pre- 
ferved,  in  this  vain  and  wicked  world,  I  have 
been  made  acquainted  with  many  fad  and  morti- 
fying 
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fying  events ;  yet,  I  am  too  fure  that  great  work      ^^ 
of  real  mortification  to  the  over-much  love  to> 
and  expe£btion  from  creatures,  is  fo  very  imper- 
fe^iy  wrought  in  me  to  this  day,  that  I  ever  need 
fuch  inftruSlions,  as  (hall  help  to  wean  me  from 
binding  up  my  life  and  content  in  them,  though 
in  the  beft  of  creatures  in  their  beft  eftate :  and 
very  perverfc  'tis  in  me  towards  my  heavenly 
Father,  if  I  do  iiecretly  repine  at  his  difpenfing  to 
ttie,  tliat  which  my  corrupt  nature  makes  fo  ne* 
ccffary  for  me  ;  but  it  muft  be  his  free  effectual 
grace  that  muft  perfed  the  work.     He  has  called 
me  to  dilTerent  encounters,  and  thereby  invites 
me  to  ftir  up  that  grace  He  has  put  into  my  hearty 
and  known  to  be  fo,  by  him,  though  not  by  my* 
felf,  or  I  fliould  not  be  fo  tryed ;  that  power  who 
permits,  if  not  appoints  what  I  endure,  having 
faid,  we  Ihail  not  be  tempted  above  what  we  are 
able  to  bear*     He  has  been  pitiful  to  my  fmall 
grace,  and  removed  a  threatened  blow,  which 
tnu6l  have  quickened  my  forrows,  if  not  added  to 
them,  die  lofs  of  my  poor  boy.     He  has  been  ill, 
and  God  has  let  me  fee  the  folly  of  my  imagina*. 
tions,  which  made  me  apt  to  conclude  I  had  no^ 
thing  left,  the  deprivation  of  which  could  be  mat^ 
ter  of  much  anguiih,  or  its  poflelfion,  of  any  con-- 
fiderable  rcfrefliment.     I  have  felt  the  falfenefs 
of  the  firfi  notion,  for  I  know  not  how  to  part, 
with  tolerable  eafe,  from  the  little  creature.     I 
ilefire  to  do  fo  of  the  fecond,  and  that  my  thahk^ 

T  fulnefs 
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A.^-  fulnefs  for  the  real  bleffing  of  thefe  children  may 
refrefti  my  labouring  weary  mind^  with  fome  joy 
and  fatisfadion,  at  lead  in  my  endeavours  to  do 
that  part  towards  them^  their  moft  dear  and  ten- 
der father  would  not  have  omitted.  And  which| 
if  fuccefsfull^  though  early  made  unfortunate,  may 
conduce  to  their  happinefs  for  the  time  to  come 
here  and  hereafter.  When  I  have  done  this  piece 
of  duty  to  my  beft  friend  and  them,  how  gladly 
would  I  He  down  by  that  beloved  duft  I  lately 
went  to  vifit  (that  is  the  cafe  that  holds  it).  *Tis 
a  fatisfadion  to  me  you  did  not  difprove  of  what 
J  did  in  it^  as  fome  do  that  it  feems  have  heard 
of  it,  though  I  never  mentioned  it  to  any  befides 
yourfelf. 

Do6lor,  I  had  confidered,  I  went  not  to  feek 
the  living  among  the  dead ;  I  knew  I  Ihould  not 
fee  him  any  more  wherever  I  went,  and  had  made 
a  covenant  with  myfelf,  not  to  break  out  in  un- 
reafonable  fruitlefs  paffion,  but  quicken  my  con- 
templation whither  the  nobler  part  was  fled,  to  a 
country  afar  off,  where  no  earthly  power  bears 
any  fway,  nor  can  pul  an  end  to  a  happy  fociety ; 
there  I  would  willingly  be,  but  we  muft  not  limit 
our  time ;  I  hope  to  wait  without  impatiency. 

As  to  the  information  you  require,  'tis  not  in 
my  power  to  be  punftual.  I  reckon  my  firft  and 
chief  bufinefs  is  my  attendance  to  thefe  children, 
that  is,  their  perfons ;  and,  till  I  fee  the  boy  in 
full  ftrength,  I  dare  not  leave  him,  though  but  for 

one 
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one  fortnight,     I  had  fixed  on  the  20th  of  May,       a.  d, 
and  from  that  time  to  this,  good  Lady  Shaftfbury 
has  been  in  a  conftant  expe£lation  to  be  fum- 
moned  to  meet  me  there,  but  Lady  Bedford's 
death,  and  then  the  child  has  kept  me  yet  in  this 
place.    He  has  three  teeth  to  cut,  and  till  they  be, 
I  am  apt  to  think,  he  will  hardly  recover  full 
ftrength  :  they  may  do  fo  in  a  week ;  it  may  be 
not  in  a  month,  as  the  wife  folks  fay.     This  is  the 
chief  of  my  uncertainty ;  then  indeed  I  depend 
on  the  convetiiency  (which  I  fuit  my  journey  to) 
of  a  gentleman,  who  has  mod  kindly  and  help* 
fiiUy  affifted  me,  by  following  my  bufinefs  for  me, 
and  whom  I  have  engaged  (as  finding  it  almoft 
neceflary)  to  my  affairs,  one  Mr.  Hofkins;  I  grew 
iirft  acquainted  with  him  at  Lord  Shaftfbury's, 
who  ufed  to  call  him  coufin :  he  is  a  very  worthy 
and  ingenious  man.     Now  he  ufes  to  drink  Tun- 
bridge  waters,  therefore  I  have  fent  to  him  if  he 
choofes  to  do  fo,  not  to  alter  his  courfe,  for  I 
can  defer,  as  I  have  done,  till  he  has  performed 
it. .   So  you  fee  my  uncertaintys,  but  as  foon  as  I 
am  fixt  you  (hall  be  fure  to  know  it,  as  haftily 
as  I  can  fend  the  notice.     Being  more  certain  of 
the  other  propofition  you  offer  me  concerning  a 
charity,  what  I  will  do  in  it,  I  anfwer  to  it  more 
pofitively.  Yes,  I  will,  Sir. 

If  you  hear  how  Watkins  has  provided  for  him- 

felf,  you  will  be  fatisfied  I  have  not  been  injurious 

to  him  at  all ;   I  am  within  a  few  days  made  ac- 

T  2  quainted 
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^'  q0ainted  he  goes  to  Lord  Campdcn*  He  hn 
given  tne  holicc  a  good  while,  that  at  Midfufn- 
mer,  I  fhonld  be  provided,  but  really  I  did  not 
guefs  where  ^  he  did  not  want  my  afliftance  to 
recommend  him,  and  it  feems  Lord  Campden  wm 
cfifpofed  it  fliould  be  a  fecret,  and  To  it  was  to  mf. 
I  take  it  not  ill  From  htm,  becaufe  I  fuppofe  he 
is  not  acquainted  with  the  ufual  way  of  refpeftful 
proceeding  in  fuch  cafes.  !  wift,  if  he  means  to 
govern  himfclf  in  fo  clofe  a  way,  that  he  doc« 
no  worfe  in  greater  matters,  for  I  believe  he 
will  be  an  honed  fervant. 

I  have  made  this  letter  fo  long  *tis  high  time 
to  break  off,  but  firft  I  muft  recommend  tny  want! 
to  your  retirements,  more  than  ordinary  at  the 
return  of  that  time  of  year  my  miferabie  days  had 
a  beginning;  which,  though  I  fuffer  to  Aide  away 
as  eafily  as  I  can,  yet  I  miftruft  I  flialL  not  be 
able  to  pafs,  without  refle^ing  what  my  difmal 
employment  on  them  was. 

I  am,   good  Doftor, 
With  great  truth,  tho*  great  mournfulnef^, 
Your  faithfull  friend  and  fervant, 
Wobome  Abby,  R.  RUSSELU 

jfune^  1684. 

Lady  Northampton  writes  me  word  Ihe  is  go- 
ing to  Chilten ;  it  feems  they  have  left  Titch- 
field  with  my  Lady  Gainfborough's  great 
goodwill.  She  muft  have  great  (kill  to  make 
Chilten  hold  them  all. 

LET. 
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LETTER     XV. 
Lady  Russell  vo  Dr.  Fitzwilliam. 

X  HE  lafi  letter  I  vril  to  yoa,  good  Dodor» 
was  upon  the  aift  July ;  and  I  Snd  yours  dsited 
the  %^i)x  i  fo  I  conclude  yoju  had  not  read  nine. 
If  you  have  iiot^  yours  i$  the  kinder^  fioce  I  fiad 
you  had  entertained  a  memory  of  that  return  of 
lime  my  fufferings  in  this  fad  and  difinsA  year 
began ;  and  which  indeed  I  could  noi  pa&  but 
wiih  fome  more  than  ufual  folemnky ;  yet  ]  hope 
I  took  the  beft  arts  I  could  to  convert  my  an- 
guifli  into  advantages^  and  force  away  from  mf 
thoughts  thoie  terrible  reprefentations  they  would 
raife  (at  fuch  time  efpecially)  upoi)  me ;  but  I 
was  fo  large  in  my  difcourfe  then,  that  h  being 
poffiUe  it  may  have  lighted  into  your  hands  be* 
fore  this  does>  I  will  not  be  ever  repeating  cither 
my  own  fed  ftory,  or  my  own  weak  befaavioor 
under  it ;  but  rather  fpeak  to  the  queftion  yon 
would  be  anfwered  in^  when  I  defign  for  Stiaton, 
or  whether  not  at  all  ?  Tru)y»  I  cannot  lell  yoa 
which ;  fince  I  move  but  as  I  am  ccwviiKed  i$ 
bcft  in  reference  to  my  boy>  at  prefent  with  the 
care  of  his  GAer^  the  only  worldly  bufinefs  I  have 
in  this  perilhing  world*.     You  hear  I  am  at  ToU 

*  Lady  Ruffeirs  children  were  Wriothcfly,  Racbad, 
and  Cadmrine. 

T  3  teridge. 
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teridge^  and  why  I  came  thither,  and  foon  will 
know  I  wanted  the  auxiliaries  you  took  care  to 
fend  me :  fare  I  did  fo ;  but  it  hath  pleafed  the 
Author  of  all  Mercies  to  give  me  fome  glimpfe 
and  ray  of  his  compaflions  in  this  dark  day  of  my 
calamity,  the  child  being  exceedingly  better ;  and 
I  truft  no  fecret  murmur  or  difcontent  at  what 
I  have  felt,  and  mud  ftill  do,  fliall  provoke  my 
God  to  repeat  thofe  threatnings  of  making  yet 
more  bitter  that  cup  I  have  drank  fo  deeply  out 
of;  but  as  a  quiet  fubihiilion  is  required  under  all 
the  various  methods  of  Divine  Providence,  I  truft 
I  fliall  be  fo  fupported,  that  though  unfit  thoughts 
may  haunt  me,  they  fliall  not  break  in  importu- 
nately upon  me,  nor  will  I  break  off  that  bandage 
time  will  lay  over  my  wound.    To  them  that  feek 
the  Lord,  his  mercys  are  renewed  every  morning : 
with  all  my  ftrength  to  him  I  will  feek;    and 
though  he  kill  me  I  will  truft  in  him  ;  my  hopes 
^re  not  of  this  world ;  I  can  never  more  recover 
pleafure  here  ;  but  more  durable  joys  I  fliall  ob- 
tain, if  I  perfevere  to  the  end  of  a  fliort  life, 

I  do  congratulate  your  expeftations,  they  be- 
ing fure  well  grounded ;  but  I  wonder  a  little  you 
fliould  hefitate  whether  or  no  to  be  hovering 
thereabouts  till  the  iflue  is  afcertaincd.  If  you 
do  not,  I  hope  you  will  not  baulk  Totteridge  if  I 
am  here,  which  I  do  not  intend  a  day  longer  than 
the  doftor  thinks  it  bcft.  He  is  not  averfe  to 
giving  him  a  taft  of  Straton  air;  but  it  was  only 

touch'd 
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toucb'd  upon  the  laft  day  of  his  being  here ;  'tis       ^^^ 
fo  much  further  from  the  dodor^  and  the  court 
will  fo  quickly  go  to  Winchefter,  (when  I  am 
fure  you  will  not  think  it  fit  I  (hould  be  there) 
that  I  think  it  more  likely  I  Ihall  let  it  alone. 
If  I  go  at  all^  it  muft  be  fuddenly ;  when  I  fee' 
the  dodor  next,  I  will  refolve  j  and  wherever  I 
am,  and  in  all  conditions,  fincerely  continue. 
Good  Doftor. 
Your  afFe£Uonate  friend  and  fervant, 
3  Augufi,  1684.  R.  RUSESLL. 

I  conclude  the  good  Bifliop  is  well,  becaufe 
you  fay  nothing  to  the  contrary.  I  am  glad 
of  it. 

LETTER     XVL 

Dr.  Fitzwilliam  to  Lady  Russell, 

IVETURNING  homewards  on  the  igth 
through  St.  Albans,  I  apprehended  myfelf  to  be 
more  happy  than  I  could  imagine  I  fliould  be, 
i.  e.  I  was  entertained  for  a  minute  or  two  with 
an  opinion,  that  you  were  pafled  by  to  Totte- 
ridge,  and  that  you  would  teturn  thither  that  af- 
ternoon ;  but  it  was  but  like  the  delufion  of  a 
dream,  for  I  foon  found  the  error,  which  for  the 
pleafure  it  afforded  me  in  hopes  of  feeing  you 
there,  I  could  have  wi(h*d  had  not  been  fo  foon 
correded.  Miffing  that  contentment,  I  fhould 
T4  have 
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li^  have  paffcd  on  to  have  found  it  at  Woborh^had 
not  there  been  almoft  a  neceffity  of  my  being  at 
Cotenham  the  next  day,  which  I  thought  I  CouW 
90t  fo  eafily  reach  thence. 

At  my  arrival  here,  I  found  a  letter  had  been 
lodg'd  for  me,  vrote  by  your  Ladylhip  on  that 
day  from  which  you  date  the  beginning  of  your 
forrowa,  and  reckon  a  new  epocha  of  a  fad  mife- 
rablc  life.  I  agree  with  you,  as  you  judge  ac^ 
cording  to  the  fight  of  your  eyes,  and  confulting 
l&ature,  that  it  was  fo,  becaufe  it  deprived  yon  of 
the  enjoyment  of  him  whom  you  priz'd  above» 
and  in  whofe  fellow(hip  you  tailed  a  fweet  be- 
yond, what  any  fublunary  things,  or  all  of  them 
together  could  yield  you.  But  then  if  you  will 
eftimate  that  day  as  a  Chrifliait,  whofe  life  here  is 
by  faith,  and  who  looks  for  a  life  of  glory,  I  may 
venture  to  fay  you  cannot  but  efteeili  it  a$  a  happy 
day,  even  to  yourfelf,  while  depriving  you  of  the 
greateft  worldly  comfort,  it  gave  the  dceafion  to 
you  of  abftraQing  your  heart  from  the  world, 
whofe  fafhion  paffeth  away ;  of  weaning  your  af- 
feaions  from  things  below,  and  of  attraQing  the 
one  and  raifing  the  other  to  the  place  where  they 
ought  to  be ;  in  fhort,  of  bringing  you  nearer 
towards  your  God,  and  uniting  you  more  clofely 
to  him,  (the  very  contemplation  of  whom  affords 
tranfcendently  all  the  delights  it  was  poffible  for 
you  to  reliih  in  a  huiband,  and  how  much  infi« 
mitcly  more  will  the  vifion  and  fruition  of  him 

e^tfeed 
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exceed  them  ?  This  you  would  have  otherwife  ^^ 
been  without  that  day's  providential  dirpenration. 
A  fore  one  indeed,  and  fuch  as  1  could  wilh  iu 
feufe  were  to  be  mitigated  in  you,  by  niy  own 
fliaring  in  part  of  your  grief;  but,  may  be,  no  left 
mild  a  method  was  neceflary  for  the  work ;  and 
there  is  no  doubt  but  the  great  Phyfician  of  Souli 
faw  that  fo  rough  a  medicine  '^ras  neceifary  for  the 
cure  of  that  common  infirmity  in  you,  or  clfe  he 
bad  never  given  you  fo  bitter  a  potion  to  have 
drank* 

I  could  be  large  in  this  argument,  having  mat.* 
ter  more  than  would  fwell  feveral  letters  s  but  I 
forbear  ufing  it  for  its  copioufnefs,  and  becaufe  I 
refer\^e  it  for  what  I  promifed,  a  little  treatife  for 
your  benefit,  could  I  find  leifure  to  difpofe  and 
order  it  as  it  ought  to  be,  into  feveral  topicks^ 
afore  it  can  be  fit  to  be  prefented  to  ^you  ;  and 
bcfides  it  will  be  more  agreeable  to  your  inclina* 
lions,  as  well  as  my  fundion,  that  I  (hould  pray 
that  God  would  not  only  comfprt  you,  but  illu* 
winate  you,  give  you  that  difcerning  eye,  whereby 
you  may  fee  that  it  hath  been  good  for  you  even 
to  have  been  thus  feverely  afflicted,  and  that  he 
hath  been  gracious  in  thus  iharply  dealing  with 
you. 

I  underftood  by  this  your  concurrence,  which 
you  fignified  too  before  with  the  requeft  I  made 
for  the  employment  of  fome  part  of  your  charity 
towards  the  affifting  in  the  inftrufiion  of  fome 

poor 
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^84.'  poor  children  in  my  parifh^  and  your  pleafure 
that  I  ihould  aflignthe  place  where  it  fbould  be 
paid.  For  which^  as  I  return  you  all  thanks^  fo 
I  fhall  pray  that  the  difpenfing  it  may  be  a  laying 
up  for  yourfelf  a  treafure  in  heaven.  And  fince 
your  honour  hath  not  been  pleafed  to  name  the 
fum^  I  fhall  be  fo  confident  as  to  determine  that 
it  fhall  not  exceed  20s.  per  quarter»  becaufe  I 
know  you  have  many  channels  to  derive  that  part 
of  your  fubftance  you  fet  afide  for  fuch  ends ;  and 
will  defire^  when  you  think  fit  to  do  any  for  this 
particular^  you  would  order  the  agent  you  em- 
ploy to  pay  it  in  to  Mr.  Sim.  Miller,  bookfeller, 
at  the  Star,  at  the  Wefl  end  of  St.  Paul's  church- 
yard, near  Ludgate.  I  befeech  Almighty  God, 
who  hath  overcafl  all  your  earthly  content  with  fo 
black  a  cloud  as  you  feem  to  fay,  to  lift  up  the 
light  of  his  countenance,  and  caufe  his  face  to 
fhine  upon  you,  and  to  fupport  you  with  his  ever- 
lafling  favour,  and  to  blefs  you  here,  if  it  feem 
good  to  his  wifdom,  by  continuing  to  you  the 
temporal  bleffings  he  yet  indulgeth  you ;  and 
thus  praying,  am. 

Madam,  your  honour's  moft  humbly. 

And  compafBonately  devoted  fervant, 

J.  FITZWILLIAM. 

Cotcnham,  13,  Augu/i,  1684. 
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LETTER    XVIL 
Lady  Russell  to  Or.  Fitzwilliam. 


Ai 


lT  my  return  from  Totteridge,  I  did  refolvc 
one  of  my  firft  exercifes  of  this  nature  (hould  be 
to  you ;  why  it  was  not  fo,  Mr.  Taylor  might  have 
told  you ;  I  delired  he  would :  'twas  his  coming 
to  you ;  and  I  judged  the  entertainment  of  him 
would  be  a  better  diverfion  to  you,  than  a  letter 
from  me ;  fo  I  deferred  it  till  his  return.  .  Whe- 
ther the  report  you  had,  juft  at  parting  from  him, 
of  the  good  Bifliop  of  Winchefter's  *  probably 
battening  to  the  end  of  his  race,  W.hich,  without 
doubt,  he  will  finiffi  with  joy,  has  called  you 
fooner  from  your  habitation  than  you  meant,  I 
know  not :  it  may  make  this  matter  the  fliorter, 
but  not  prevent  my  beft  thanks  oflPered  for  your's 
of  13  Auguft,  and  for  any  thing  I  remember, 
the  3d  alfo;  but  if  the  laft  was  acknowledged  be- 
fore, I  am  in  no  error  to  do  it  twife  ;  yours  all 
merit,  every  one  of  them,  the  acknowledgment 
of  my  whole  life.  As  they  help  to  Aide  comfort- 
ably away  fad  hours,  fo  I  perfuade  myfelf  the 

*  Morley,  Biftiop  of  Winchefter,  died  1684.  A  very 
eminent  man,  zealous  againtt  popery,  with  a  confiderable 
ifaare  of  learning,  and  great  vivacity  of  thought. 

.  Burnet. 

confequence 
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fe^'  confequence  will  be  profEtable  through  my  whole 
life,  how  long  foever  the  Difpofer  of  all  things 
permits  it  to  laft ;  that  it  wiV  have  an  end,  every 
day  prefents  us  a  convincing  argument,  by  the 
death  of  fome  acquaintance  very  often,  if  not  a 
friend  :  then  what  the  raging  war  devours  is  mat- 
ter of  deep  meditation,,  and  more  amazing  Uian  I 
will  difcourfe  of  in  this  paper.  But  ta  me  death 
hath  come  fo  near  as  to  fetch  a  portion  from  my 
very  heart,  and  by  it  calls  on  me  to  prepare  agaiinft 
the  fecond  death,  from  which,  by  the  merits  of  a 
great  and  mercifull  Redeemer,  J  hope  my  bed 
friend  is  delivered;  and  having  a  reafonablc 
ground  for  this  hope>  'tis  unaccountable  why  I 
muft  ever  lament  what  I  valued  as  my  own  faul^ 
is  paft  all  the  difficulties  of  this  narrow  paflage. 

I  find  you  have  fubmitted  to  great  mourning 
for  the  deprivation  of  a  very  dear  friend,  tho*  you 
are  more  a  conqueror  than  I,  in  the  lifting  your- 
felf  out  of  fuch  depreflions  as  my  weak  nature  has 
fiiffered  itfelf  to  be  plunged  into ;  but  we  are  not 
all  made  to  be  ftrong  alike,  and  I  one  of  the 
meancft  of  God's  creatures  every  way ;  yet  it  is 
his  good  pleafure  I  fhoidd  be  fingled  out  in  a 
calamity.  All  I  have  to  do  is  to  fuffer  his  good 
and  holy  will,  and  I.  fhall  be  exalted  in  due  time» 
tho*  not  as  Job,  yet  with  divine  comfoft  here, 
and  joy  hereafter.  'Tis  fo  gratefuU  to  my  af- 
fli£led  mind  to  run  on  thus,  where  I  am  free,  that 
I  doubt  I  give  you  true  caufe  to  wifh  I  would 

ufe 
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«fe  you  lefs  like  a  friend.  I  am  fure  I  intended  t^^ 
tioifimg  like  this  when  I  took  my  pen  to  write, 
hat  in  «  fliort  letter  to  acquaint  you  with  what  I 
have  ran  yet  touched  on — my  refolve  to  try  that 
deiblate  habitation  of  mine  at  London  this  winter. 
The  doftor  agrees  it  the  beft  place  for  my  boy, 
•ml  I  have  tio  argimiem  to  balance  that,  nor 
tofnld  take  the  rcfolution  to  fee  London  till  that 
was  tirged;  but  by  God*s  permiffion  I  wiH  try 
how  1  can  endure  that  place,  in  thought  a  place 
of  terrour  to  me:  but  I  know  if  forrow  had  not 
another  root,  that  will  vanilh  in  a  few  days. 
Now,  Doftor,  as  foon  as  I  had  formed,  or  rather 
lubmitted  to  this  advice,  which  was  but  juft  as 
I  left  Totteridge,  (for  I  haftened  hither  upon  it^ 
that  Lord  Bedford  might  have  fome  weeks  oE 
comfort  in  the  child  before  I  took  him  from  him) 
I  took  into  my  thought  how  the  chapel  fhould  be 
fupplyed — ^fo  Ihort  a  warning  as  I  had  given  my- 
felf  could  never  fecure  my  being  fupplyd  as  I 
defire ;  and  I  confidered  one  of  your  order  is 
not  to  be  ufed  as  other  domeftics,  fo  that  if  un- 
happily I  fhould  have  entertained  one  not  agree-* 
able  to  me,  it  would  have  been  hard  to  have  re- 
lieved myfelf;  fo  I  lighted  on  this  expedient: — 
To  invite  an  old  acquaintance  of  yours  to  pafs 
this  winter  with  me,  and  if  her  hulband,  Mr. 
Hanbury,  could  difpenfe  for  fome  weeks  with 
officiating  himfelf  at  Botley,  I  would  be  willing 
^e  fiiQuld  fupply  my  chapel;  being  at  prefent 

unprovided  s 
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A  D.  unprovided ;  fo  I  give  myfelf  this  approaching 
winter  to  fix.  I  am  fure  he  is  conforming  enough^ 
and  'twill  not  be  difficult  to  any  is  wiiling^  to  a& 
that  prudent  part  I  formerly  hinted^  and  at  which 
you  feemed  almoft  to  have  fome  objeftions 
againft;  but  I  leave  that  for  a  difcourfe.  I  do 
not  purpofe  a  removal  till  the  end  of  this  months 
if  the  child  continues  fo  very  well  as  he  is^  and 
the  weather  be  tolerable.  My  Lord  Gainfbo-* 
rough  and  my  Lady^  have  invited  themfelves  to 
great  honours  from  the  court.  My  Lady  writes 
me  word,  the  charge  feems  to  fright  my  Lord  (at 
prefent)  againft  another  year.  I  admire  her  con- 
duQ  to  manage  all  that  company  at  Chilten.  I 
hear  my  Lady  Digby  ♦  is  fafely  laid  of  a  girl ;.  the 
fex  can  be  no  difappointment  to  them,  likely  to 
have  fo  many.  I  hope  they  are  a  very  happy 
couple  ;  then,  I  believe,  Ihe  does  not  regret  the 
opportunity  of  being  made  a  courtier. 

The  conftant  uneafy  hurry  I  was  in  at  Tottc- 
ridge  (which  a  little  matter  is  caufe  of  to  fo  bro- 
ken a  mind  as  mine)  made  me  forget  to  fend  the 
money  for  your  poor  children  as  I  appointed;  and 
iSnce  'tis  fo,  unlefs  you  order  other,  I  will  now 
delay  the  doing  it  till  we  meet,  or  I  hear  you  are 
at  London.      In  all  places  I  am,  good  Dodor, 
Your  aflured  friend  to  ferve  you 
Under  all  my  fadnefs, 
1  0£i.  1684.  R.  RUSSELL. 

.    *  Fxancqs,  elded  daughter  of  Edward  Noel,  Earl  of 
Gainfborough,  married  to  Simon  Lord  Digby. 
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LETTER    XVIIL 
Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam. 

1  HAVE  very  lately  received  one  of  yours  from 
London^  and  had  one  alfo  from  Cotenham  fince 
I  vrote ;  but  I  had  meafured  your  time  to  be  at 
London  fo  near>  that  I  would  not  fend  a  fad  dull 
paper  to  wander  up  and  down^  as  fome  did  when 
you  was  at  Farnham  with  the  good  Bifhop,  whofe 
prefent  ftate  you  do  in  fuch  a  manner  defcribe, 
as  makes  me  feel  at  the  reading,  (tho'  'tis  not  the 
iirft  time  neither)  a  lightfomnefs  I  am  not  ufed 
to,  and  by  a  kind  of  reflex-a£l  make  it  my  own 
in  profpeft.  The  confideration  of  the  other 
world  is  not  only  a  very  great,  but  (in  my  fmall 
judgment)  the  only  fupport  under  the  greateft  of 
afflictions  that  can  befall  us  here  ;  the  enlivening 
heat  of  thofe  glorys  are  fufficient  to  animate  and 
refrefh  us  in  our  dark  pafTage  through  this  world ; 
and  tho'  I  am  below  the  meaneft  of  God's  fer- 
vants  that  have  not  in  the  lead  degree  lived  an- 
fwerable  to  thofe  opportunitys  I  have  had,  yet  my 
Mediator  is  my  judge,  and  he  will  not  defpifc 
weak  beginnings,  tho'  there  be  more  fmoak  than 
flame.  He  will  help  us  in  believing;  and  though 
he  fuffers  us  to  be  caft  down,  will  not  caft  thofe 
oif  who  commit  their  caufe  to  him. 
I  have,  you  find.  Sir,  linger'd  out  my  time 
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^^'  here ;  and  I  think  none  will  wonder  at  it,  that 
will  refleft  the  place  I  am  going  to  remove  to  was 
the  fcene  of  fo  mxich  lading  forrow  to  me,  and 
where  I  afted  fo  unfuccefsfuU  a  part  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  a  life,  I  could  fure  have  laid  down 
mine  to  have  had  continued*  'Twas^  DoCior^  ao 
meftiniable  treafure  I  did  lofe,  and  with  whom  I 
had  lived  in  the  higheft  pitch  of  thi«  world's  fe« 
licity.  But  I  oiuft  remember  I  have  a  better 
friend^  a  more  abiding,  whom  I  de&re  with  an 
enflamed  heart  to  know,  not  alone  as  good  in  a 
way  of  profit^  but  amiable  in  a  way  of  exceU 
lencie;  then,  fpiritual  joy  will  grapple  with  earthly 
griefs^  and  fo  far  overcome  as  to  give  fome  tran- 
quility to  a  mind  fo  tofled  to  and  fro^  as  mine 
has  been  with  the  evils  of  this  life ;  yet  I  have 
but  the  experience  of  fliort  moments  of  this  de- 
firable  temper,  and  fear  to  have  fewer  when 
I  firft  come  to  that  defolate  habitation  and  place^ 
where  fo  many  feveral  paflions  will  aflault  me  i 
but  having  fo  many  months  mourned  the  fub- 
fiance,  I  think  (by  God's  af&ftancc)  the  {hadows 
will  not  fink  me.  To  one  fo  lately  arrived  at 
London,  and  engaged^  as  I  know  you  to  be,  I  am 
too  tedious,  for  one  who  deiires  always  to  ap- 
prove herfelf,  good  Doflor, 

Your  faithfull  friend  and  fervant^ 

R.  RUSSELL. 

Woborne  Abby^  17  Nov.  1684. 

LET- 
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LETTER    XIX. 

Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam. 

1  OU  purfue,  good  Doftor,  all  ways  of  pro-* 
moting  comfort  to  my  afBiSed  mind,  and  will 
encourage  me  to  think  the  better  ofmyfelf,  for 
that  better  temper  of  mind  you  judge  you  found 
me  in,  when  you  fo  kindly  gave  me  a  week  of 
your  time  in  London.  You  are  highly  in  the 
right,  that  as  quick  a  fenfe  as  fharpnefs  on  the 
one  hand,  and  tendernefs  on  the  other,  can  caufe, 
I  labour  under,  and  fhall,  I  believe,  to  the  end 
of  my  life,  fo  eminently  unfortunate  In  the  clofe 
of  iu 

But  1  drive  to  JreBeft  how  large  my  portion 
of  good  things  has  been,  and  though  they  are 
paffed  away  no  more  to  return;  yet  I  have  a 
pleafant  work  to  do,  drefs  up  my  foul  for  my 
defired  change,  and  (it  it  for  the  converfe  of  an.4 
gels  and  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perfeft  1 
amongft  whom  my  hope  is  my  loved  Lord  is  one; 
and  my  often  repeated  prayer  to  my  God  is,  that 
if  I  have  a  reafonable  ground  for  that  hope,  it 
may  give  a  refrefhment  to  my  poor  foul. 

Do  not  prefs  yourfelf.  Sir,  too  greatly  in  feek- 
ing  my  advantage,  but  when  your  papers  do  come, 
I  expeft  and  hope  they  will  prove  fuch.  The 
accidents  of  every  day  tell  us  of  what  a  tottering 

U  clay 
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^6^  clay  our  bodies  are  made.  Youth  nor  beaufyv 
greatnefs  nor  wealthy  can  prop  it  up.  If  it  could, 
the  Lady  Oflbiry  bad  not  fo  early  l^t  this  world } 
(he  died  (as  an  exprefs  acquainted  her  father  this 
morning)  on  Sunday  laft,  of  a  fltix  and  mifcarry-' 
ing«  I  heard  alfo  this  day  of  a  kiniiiian  that  is 
gone  (  a  few  years  ago  I  ihould  have  had  a  more 
concerned  iSuile  for  Sir  Thomas  Veraon*;  Us 
imfitnefs  (as  I  doubt)  I  do  lament  indeed. 

Thus  I  treat  you,  as  I  am  myfielf^  with  obje8s^ 
of  mortification ;  but  you  want  nose  fuch  in  your 
iblitude^  and  I  being  unprovided  of  other,  wilt 
leave  you  to  your  own  thoughts,  and  ever  coi^ 
tinue^  Sir,  your  obliged  fervant, 

81  January,  1664-5.  R.  RUSSELL. 

*  Sir  Thomas  Vernoni  on  the  jury  againft  Sir  Samuel 
Barnardidon,  knighted  for  his  fervlce  in  it^  and  then  made 
foreman  to  conviiEl  Oates  of  perjurf .  Sir  Samuel  Bar- 
jiardifton,  14  Feb.  1683-4,  was  fined  lOyOcol.  for  writing 
feme  letteis,  rn  which  he  ufed  thefe  expreffions  f  inter  alia) 
<*  The  Lord  Howard  4ippears  defpicMe  in  rfie  eyes  of  A 
inen— -the  brave  Lord  Ruffi;!!  is  a-iiefli  lameatedr^t's  ge^ 
neially  faid  the  Earl  of  Eflex  was  murder'd— 4he  pbl  i$ 
loft  here — the  Duke  of  Monmotttb  (aid  pubUckly,  that  he 
'  knew  my  Lord  Ruficll  was  as  loyal  a  fubjeft  ^s  any  in 

England,  and  that  his  Majefty  believed  the  fame  now — ^the 
printer  of  the  late  Lord  Rufleirs  fpeech  was  pafs'd  over  with 
filence — the  fiiam  proteftant  plot  is  qnite  loft  and  con- 
founded,  &c."-«— He  was  committed  fer  his  fme  to  the 
Kill's  Bench,  cootinuod  pribner  four  or  five  years,  to! 
peat  wrQc  aoi  doftoifiion  mtde  on  his  dbte. 

Difplaj  ofTyramj, 

My 
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My  neighbours  and  tenants  are  under  fome  ^^^ 
diftrefs^  being  quei^ned  about  accounts^ 
and  feveral  leaves  found  torn  out  of  the 
books^  fo  diat  Kingdome  and  Trant  offered 
40jOOoL  for  attonement;  but  having  con<« 
fefled  two  more  were  privy  to  this  cutting 
out  leaves^  the  King  will  have  them  difco^ 
vered.  Till  Monday  they  have  time  given 
them.  You  had  given  JLady  Julian  one  of 
tbofe  books. 


LETTER    XX. 
Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam. 


A.  D. 


1  RECEIVED  your  letter  and  papers  indofed,  ^  ^ 
and  I  defire»  good  Do£br^  you  would  receive  >^5 
xsy  dianks  fior  botfa»  in  particular  that  part  con- 
cerns my  immcdime  wants;  and  for  the  other 
you  would  g)ive  me  the  firft  fi^t  of^  and  then 
the  offior  of  delivering  it  to  odbers ;  which  I, did 
faithfully  as  you  directed^  and  could  not  but  re« 
ceive  an  equal  approbation.  As  you  are  kind  in 
believing  what  thoughts  I  had  entertained  of  you, 
fo  I  aflure  you,  you  are  but  juft  in  it.  And  I 
viih  from  my  foul  I  may  keep  as  ftedfaft  to  the 
truth,  as  I  believe  you  intend  to  do ;  and  as  I 
doubt  not  that  your  ftrength  will  fail,  fo  pray 
mine  may  be  as  firm  under  all  tryals  our  heavenly 
U  z  Father 
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^g°-       Father  may  permit  us  to  fall,  but  not  fink  tirticr 
I  truft.     Man  pafleth  iway,  but  the  truth  of  God 
cndureth  for  even     The  faddeft  ftate  to  a  good 
foul  will  one  day  end  in  reft.     This  is  my  beft 
comfort,  and  a  greater  we  cannot  have,  yet  the 
degree  is  raifed,  when  we  confider  we  ftiall  not 
only  reft,  but  live  in  regions  of  unfpeakable  blifs. 
This  fliould  lead  us  fweetly  through  the  dark  paf- 
fage  of  the  world;  and  fuffer  us  to  ftart  at  nothing 
we  either  meet,  or  our  fears  fuggeft  may  happen 
to  us.     I  am  forry  my  fifter  Allington  will  not 
difpofe  herfelf  to  receive  your  compafiionate  vifit. 
Pray  God  comfort  her  with  his  fpirit  working  in 
her  heart,  that  flie  may  evidence  to  her  foul  Ihe 
is  bettered  by  afiliftion.     After  the  firft  changes 
following  our  great  one,  all  is  filent;  your  friends 
ate  the  rifing  men ;  Lord  Ormond  intends  to  be 
at  fea  by  loth  March,  but  who  goes  I  hear  not. 
'Tis  now  in  juftices  hands,  the  chancellor  and  a 
Lord  Grenard*.     Lord  Campden  is  gone  this 
day  to  Hampfiiire.    Moft  are  moving  about  elec-- 
tions«     God  direfl  the  fpirits  of  all  m«i  in  fo 
difficult  a  time  as  this*     My  Lord  Gainft>orough 
told  me  to  day  he  is  befpoke  to  give  Lady  Mary 
Compton  in  marriage  to  the  Lord  Dorfet,  and 
about  ten  days  hence  he  goes  to  Titchfield.    His 
fon  will  be  houfc-kecper,  he  fays,  which  I  was 

♦  James  Butler,  Duke  of  Ormond  j  James  Forbes,  Earl 
of  Granard. 

forry 
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Sorry  to  hear,  but  I  inuft  fubmit  to  forrows  of       f^^; 
all  degrees,  with  as  much  of  that  excellent  virtue 
of  patience  you  recommend,  and  with  fo  pious  a 
xeai,  as  I  can  attain,  who  am, 

DoSor,  very  fincerely. 

Your  friend  and  fervant, 

R.  RUSSELL. 


LETTER    XXL  . 
Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam. 

JL  OUR  converfation,  good  Doftor,  is  both  fo 
inftrudive  and  fo  friendly,  that  I  love  to  take  it 
all  the  ways  I  can,  and  had  before  this  begun  to 
invite  you  to  fuch  an  one  as  is  to  be  had  at  this 
diftance ;  but  my  own  fad  affairs  have  preOed  me 
more  than  ordinary,  fince  I  faw  you,  in  a  parti* 
cular  I  cannot  relate  by  letter ;  and  I  more  eafily 
difpence  with  letters,  knowing  that  when  leifure 
permits  you,  you  are  writing  for  my  good  and 
advantage  in  particular,  and  perhaps  for  all  that 
can  read  in  general,  if  you  pleafe  to  give  them 
opportunity,  by  making  publick  what  you  firft,  I 
believe,  defigned  for  private  ufe.  Thoughts  fo 
digefted  'tis  pity  fhould  be  obfcure,  fince  the  fub- 
jtGL  matter  is  the  exercife  of  every  day,  or  Ihould 
be ;  life  being  a  continued  fucceflion  of  many 
provocations  to  great  vexation  of  fpirit,  till  we 
U  a  ^2ivc 
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1685 


have  grace  to  remember  \fho  is  the  great  Go- 
vernor of  all  things. 

My  coufin  Cholmondely  died  on  Sunday^  the 
lad  child  of  a  couple  I  loved  and  valued  mudu 
Thus  it  pleafes  God  I  {hall  oudive  one  genera* 
tion  after  another ;  but  he  has  wife  ends  in  all 
his  providences^  though  hid  to  us  in  this  life. 

The  parliament  met  and  chofe  Sir  John  Trevor 

fpeaker>  and  fo  adjournec^tiU  Friday ;  then  'tis 

expe£ted  the  King  will  fpeak ;  in  the  mean  time 

I  will  leave  you  to  the  inclofed  papers^  and  ever 

continue  very    faithfully^  Do6ior  Fitzwilliam's 

friend  and  fervant^ 

IL  RUSSELL. 
^oth  Uay^  1685. 

Mn  Ireton  is  efcaped  out  of  prifon.  Sevcrd 
about  the  city  are  clapt  up,  as  one  Mr.  Freak, 
Bateman,  a  furgeon* ;  I  can't  hit  the  names 
of  the  reft.  Mn  Charlton  has  been  aikt  for 
at  his  houfe,  but  was  not  at  home. 

*  Charles  Batem^n,  a  furgeon,  acculed  of  feditious  di^ 
courfes ;  but  many  believed  his  chief  crime  confided  in  his 
companion  to  Tims  Oates,  havii\g  conftantly  attended  him 
after  his  cruel  fcourgings,  and  ufed  all  his  ikill  to  cure  his 
wounds.  This  man,  who  did  not  expeft  to  be  accus'd, 
grew  dil^fied  during  his  hnprUbnmcnt,  and  the  Ctmrt 
was  (b  well  fattsfied  of  it,  that  his  foQ  was  peitnitted  to 
make  his  defence  fer  him.  fiat  tbit  condition  did  not  pre* 
vent  his  being  condemned,  am)  be  was  executed  18  De- 
cepiber,  1685.  R^hu 

LET- 
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LETTER    XXIL 

Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam, 

Never  ftall  I,  good  Doaor,  I  Itope,  forget 

your  work  fas  I  may  term  it)  of  labour  and  love, 

fo  inftmfthre  and  comfortable  do  I  find  it,  that  at 

any  time,  when  I  ha»e  read  any  of  your  papers, 

I  fee!  a  heat  withm  me  to  be  repeating  my  thanks 

to  you  anew,  which  is  all  I  can  do  towards  the 

difcharge  of  a  debt  you  have  engaged  me  in ;  and 

though  nobody  loves  more  than  I  to  ftand  free 

from  engagements  I  cannot  anfwer,  yet  I  do  not 

vtfli  for  it  here ;  I  would  have  it  as  it  is ;  and 

although  I  have  the  prefent  advantage,  you  will 

hare  the  future  reward ;  and  if  I  can  truly  reap 

what  I  know  you  defign  me  by  it,  a  religious  and 

quiet  fubmiffioiT  to  all  providences,  I  am  aflfured 

you  will  efleem  to  have  attained  it  here  in  fome 

mcafure.    Never  could  you  more  feafonably  have 

fed  mc  with  fuch  difcourfes,  and  left  me  with  ex- 

pe6btions  of  new  repafts,  in  a  more  feafonable 

time,  than  thefe  my  miferable  months,  and  in 

thofc  this  very  week  in  which  I  have  Kved  over 

again  that  fatal  day  that  determined  what  fell  out 

a  week  after,  and  that  has  given  me  fo  long  and 

fo  bitter  a  time  of  forrow.     But  God  has  a  com- 

p^fs  in  his  providences,  that  is  out  of  our  reach„ 

and  as  he  is  all  good  and  wife,  that  confideration 

U  4  {hould 
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^^      ihould  in  reafon  flacken  the  fierce  rages  of  grief* 
But  fure,  Doftor,  'tis  the  nature  of  forrow  to 
lay  hold  on  all  things  which  give  a  new  ferment 
to  it^  then  how  could  I  chufe  but  feel  it  in  a  time 
of  fo  much  confufion  as  thefe  laft  weeks  have 
been,  clofing  fo  tragically  as  they  have  done ;  and 
fure  never  any  poor  creature,  for  two  whole  years 
together,  has  had  more  awakers  to  quicken  and 
revive  the  anguilh  of  its  foul  than  I  have  had ; 
yet  I  hope  I  do  moft  truly  defire  that  nothbg 
may  be  fo  bitter  to  me,  as  to  think  that  I  have  in 
the  lead  offended  thee,  O  my  God !  and  that  no-r 
thing  may  be  fo  marvelous  in  my  eyes  as  the  ex-* 
ceeding  love  of  my  Lord  Jefus  $  that  heaven  be* 
ing  my  aim,  and  the  longing  expeflations  of  my 
foul,  I  may  may  go  through  honour  and  diflio- 
nour,  good  report  and  bad  report,  profperity  and 
adverfity^  with  fome  evennefs  of  mind.    The  in« 
fpiring  me  with  thefe  defires  is,  I  hope,  a  token 
of  his  never-failing  love  towards  me,  though  an 
ynthankful  creature  for  all  the  good  things  I  have 
enjoyed,  and  do  ftiU  in  the  lives  of  hopefull  chil- 
dren by  fo  beloved  a  hulband^     Gpd  has  reftored 
me  my  litde  girl ;  the  furgeon  fays  Ihe  will  do 
well.     I  Ihould  now  haften  to  give  them  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  country  air,  but  am  detained  by 
the  warning  to  fee  my  uncle  Ruvigny  here,  who 
comes  to  mc ;  fo  I  know  not  how  to  quit  my 
houfe  till  I  Jiaye  received  him,  at  leaft  into  it  j 
be  is  upon  his  journey. 

My 
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My  Lady  Gainfborough  came  to  this  town  laft  ^^J^- 
night,  and  I  doubt  found  neither  her  own  daugh- 
ter nor  Lady  Jane  in  a  good  condition  of  health. 
I  had  carried  a  furgeon  on  the  day  before  to  let 
my  niece  blood,  by  Dr.  Loure's  dire£lion,  who 
could  not  attend,  by  reafon  my  Lord  Radnor 
lay  in  extremity,  and  he  was  laft  night  paft  hopes. 
My  niece's  complaint  is  a  neglefied  cold,  and  he 
iears  her  to  be  fomething  heQick,  but  I  hope 
youth  will  ftruggle  and  overcome ;  they  are  chil- 
dren whofe  leaft  concerns  touch  me  to  the  quick; 
their  mother  was  a  delicious  friend ;  fure  nobody 
lias  enjoyed  more  pleafure  in  the  converfations 
^nd  tender  kindnefles  of  a  hulband  and  a  fifter 
^han  myfelf,  yet  how  apt  am  I  to  be  fretfuU  that 
J  muft  not  ftill  do  fo !  but  I  muft  follow  that 
which  fcems  to  be  the  will  of  God,  how  unac- 
ceptable foever  it  may  be  to  me.  I  muft  ftop, 
for  if  I  let  my  pen  run  on  I  know  not  where  it 
'will  end. 

I  am,  good  Doftor, 

With  great  faithfullnefs. 

Your  affeftionate  friend  to  ferve  you, 

R.  RUSSELL. 

Southamptoiuhoufe, 
tj  Jviy,  1685, 


LET- 
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LETTER     XXIIL 

Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam. 

JL  OU  cannot  make  fo  great  a  miftake^  good 
Do&OT,  I  know^  as  not  to  be  aflured  I  accept 
moil  kindly  every  method  you  take  for  the  diC 
.pofing  my  fad  heart  to  be  fubmiffively  content 
with  my  portion  here ;  and  then  to  revive  it  to 
feme  thankful  temper  by  various  refledions.  I 
do  not  refift  fo  fooliflily  as  to  iay  they  are  not 
proper  ones;  I  can  difcem  fo  juftly  as  to  know 
you  do  not  err,  Dofior^  in  the  manner  of  mag- 
nifying your  charitable  refped,  nor  in  the  defign 
nor  profecution  of  it;  the  virtue  you  chiefiy  re- 
irommend  to  practice  is  fo  beautifully  fet  fortfa^ 
'tis  as  a  burning  fliining  light,  and  one  is  willing 
to  live  with  that  light*  But  my  languifliing  weary 
fpirit  rifes  up  flowly  to  all  good ;  yet  I  hope  by 
God*s  abundant  grace,  in  lime,  your  labours  will 
work  the  fame  effed  in  my  fpirit;  they  will  in- 
deed in  lefs  time  on  others  better  difpofed  and 
prepared  than  I  am,  who  in  the  day  of  affliflion 
feem  to  have  no  remembrance,  with  due  thankfuU 
nefs  of  profperity.  Your  papers  fure.  Sir,  are 
rarely  fitted  for  the  ufe  of  all  ftruggKng  under  the 
burthen  of  fin  or  forrow,  though  by  a  fingular 
and  particular  charity  coropofed  for  my  lament- 
ably calamity^  and  as  feafonably  is  this  new  fup« 

pJy 
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ply  come  as  is  poflible,  for  its  firft  penifal  by  mc  ^^ 
Since  I  unfealed  your  packet  this  very  morning, 
the  2tft  July,  a  day  of  bitternefs  indeed ;  I  fea- 
fon'd  the  firft  minutes  of  retirement,  I  alloted  on 
this  day,  for  prayer  and  mourning  with  reading 
them,  and  made  a  ftop  for  fome  time  on  thofe 
lines — »**  We  may  fecurely  depend  on  Ae  truth  of 
God*s  promifes,  to  this  purpofe,  that  a  feed  time 
of  tears  (hall  be  followed  by  a  plenteous  harveft 
of  joys.**  *Tis  a  found  I  muft  hereafter  be  a 
ftranger  to,  in  my  pilgrimage  here,  but  that  it 
ihall  one  day  belong  to  me  is  a  contemplation 
of  great  comfort,  and  I  blefs  God  it  is  fo ;  I 
inuft  not  in  lowlynefs  of  mind  deny  the  grace  I 
fometimes  feel,  though  faint,  are  my  beft  thoughts 
and  performances  as  I  am  fenfible. 

So  willing  1  am  to  hearken  to  arguments  of 
confolation,  and  fo  convinc'd  that  your's  are 
jlrong,  that  though  the  phrafe  feem'd  odd  I  read 
in  your  letter,  that  you  would  try  to  draw  com- 
fort to  mc  from  the  caufe  of  my  forrow,  and  ad- 
minifter  it  from  the  very  calamity  I  feel ;  yet  I 
did  with  much  eagemefs  read  on,  and  muft  ac- 
quiefle  in  much  of  it  with  you.  You  imagine 
that  thefe  late  confufions  have  afforded  matter  of 
tumultuous  devolving  thoughts,  and  though  not 
fo  well  digefted  as  they  are  in  your  letter,  yet 
livery  claufe  in  it  I  have  tofled  up  and  down. 

And  now,  DoBor^  I  take  this  late  wild  at^ 

tempt 
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A-o-  tempt*  to  be  a  new  projeS,  not  depending  on, 
or  being  linkt  in  the  lead  to  any  former  defign, 
if  there  was  then  any  real  one,  which  I  am  faiif« 
iied  was  not  no  more  than  (my  own  Lord  coiw 
fcfied)  talk«  And  'tis  poffible  that  ulk  going  fo 
far  as  to  confider,  if  a  remedy  to  fuppofed  evils 
might  be  fought,  how  it  could  be  formed  ?  but  as 
I  was  faying,  if  all  this  late  attempt  was  entirely 

*  Duke  of  Monmouth's  rebellion.  He  was  fon  to 
King  Charles  IL  by  Lucy  Barlow,  alias  Walters.  In  his 
declaration  againft  King  James  IL  among  other  thing?^ 
he  accufes  him  of  the  barbarous  murther  of  Arthur  Earl  of 
Eflcx  in  the  tower,  and  of  feveral  others  to  conceal  it ;  of 
the  mod  unjuft  condemnation  of  William  Lord  Ruflell  and 
Colonel  Algernon  Sidney,  being  only  accufed  for  meeting 
in  difcharge  of  their  duty  to  God  and  their  country,  to  con- 
-fult  of  extraordinary  yet  lawful  means,  to  refcue  our  reli- 
gion and  liberties  from  the  hands  of  violence,  when  all  or- 
dinary means  according  to  the  laws  were  denyed  and  ob- 
flru£led. — Concluding,  "  And  wc  do  appeal  unto  the  great 
God  concerning  the  juftlce  of  our  caufe,  and  implore  his 
aid  and  afliflance,  that  he  would  enable  us  to  go  forth  in 
his  name,  and  to  do  valiantly  againft  his  and  our  enemies^ 
for  he  it  is  that  knows  we  have  not  chofen  to  engage  in 
arms  for  private  and  corrupt  ends  or  deiigns,  but  out  of  a 
'deep  fenfe  of  our  duty*  We  therefore  commit  our  caufe 
unto  him,  who  is  the  Lord  of  hofts  and  the  God  of  battles.** 
He  was  taken,  tried,  and  on  the  i5th  July,  1685,  be* 
hciidcd.'^Ralph.  His  children  were  named  Scott,  he  hav- 
ing married  Lady  Ann  Scottj  daughter  of  Francis  Ead  of 
Buccleugh, 
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iiew,  yet  the  fufpicion  my  Lord  muft  have  lain  ^^^' 
Under  would  have  been  great ;  and  fome  other 
circumftances  I  do  confefs  mufl:  have  made  his 
part  an  hard  one.  So  that  from  the  deceitfulnefs 
of  the  heart,  or  want  of  true  fight  in  the  direSive 
faculty,  what  would  have  followed  God  only 
knows.  From  the  frailty  of  the  will  I  fhould 
have  feared  but  little  evil ;  for  he  had  fo  jull  a 
foul,  fo  firm,  fo  good^  he  could  not  warp  from 
fuch  principles  that  were  fo,  unlefs  mifguided  by 
his  underftanding,  and  that  his  own,  not  ano-» 
ther's ;  for  I  dare  fay,  as  he  could  difcem,  he 
hever  went  into  any  thing  confiderable,  upon 
the  mere  fubmiffiion  to  any  one's  particular  judg«» 
ment.  Now  his  own,  I  know,  he  could  never 
have  framed  to  have  thought  well  of  the  late  a&<« 
ingSi  and  therefore  moft  probably  muft  have  fate 
loofe  from  them.  But  I  am  afraid  his  excellent 
heart,  had  he  lived,  would  have  been  often 
pierced  from  the  time  his  life  was  taken  away 
to  this.  On  the  other  hand,  having,  I  truft,  a 
reafonable  ground  of  hope,  he  has  found- thofe 
mercies,  he  died  with  a  chearful  perfuafion  he 
fhould,  there  is  no  reafon  to  mourn  my  lofs. 
'when  that  foul  I  loved  fo  well,  lives  in  felicitys, 
and  fliall  do  fo  to  all  eternity.  This  I  know  in 
reafon  fhould  be  my  cure ;  but  flefh  and  blood 
in  this  mixed  flate  is  fuch  a  flave  to  fenfe,  the  me-  ♦ 
niory  how  I  have  lived,  and  how  (as  I  think)  I 
mufl  ever  do  for  the  time  to  come,  doe^  fo  prevail 

and 
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^^-  and  weaken  my  mod  Christian  rerdves^  that  I 
cannot  a&  the  part^  that  mtrc  philofophyj  as  you 
fet  flown  many  inftances^  enabled  many  to  an 
appearance  of  eafinefs^  for  I  verily  beliefve  they 
bad  no  more  than  me^  but  vainly  affeBed  it.  As 
I  began  the  day  with  your  letter  and  the  fheets  of 
^fcourfe  both  inclofed  in  one  paper>  fo  I  con^ 
dude  it  with  fome  prayers  you  fonnerly  affifieci 
me  with.  Thu$»  Do£U>r>  you  fee  you  have  a 
ipeclal  right  to  thofe  prayers  you  are  pleafed  I 
fiiould  prefent  for  the  fame  effed  on  your  fpirit» 
if  a  portion  of  fuffering  fhould  be  your  lotj  as 
you  now  wilh  on  mine^  which  after  my  poor 
fafiiion  I  will  not  be  wanting  in»  that  am^ 

SlK> 

Your  obliged  faithful!  friend  and  fervant^ 

R.  RUSS&LU 


LETTER    XXIV. 
Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam« 


N. 


I O  W  I  know  where  to  find  you^  good  DoQor, 
(which  I  do  by  your  letter  writ  at  my  Coufin 
Spenfer's)  you  muft  be  fure  to  hear  from  her  who 
is  ftill  not  alhamed  to  be  on  the  receiving  hand 
with  you.  God  ha6  given  you  the  ahiUlie$>  and 
opportunity  for  k,  and  not  to  me ;  and  what  aaa 

I,  that 
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1,  that  I  ihould  &y,  Why  is  it  not  btherwife  ?"—  ^-^ 
No»  I  do  not,  DOT  do  I  grudge  or  envy  you  the 
pious  and  ingenious  pieaTore you  have  in  it;  my 
part  in  this  woHd  is  of  another  natuccj  asd  I 
thank  you»  Sir>  (but  God  muft  ^ve  you  the  rt^ 
conspcfife)  you  inftni£l  me  admirably  how  to 
overcome,  that  I  may  once  make  application  of 
that  text.  Revel*  iiL  ia«  and  ratfe  fucfa  hopes  aa 
cannot  mifcairy.  The  great  thing  is^  to  acquiefce 
with  all  one's  heart  to  die  good  pleafure  of  God^ 
who  wiU  prove  us  by  the  ways  and  difpenlations 
He  fees  heft,  and  when  He  will  break  us  to 
pieces  we  muft  be  broken*  Who  can  tell  faia 
works  from  the  beginning  to  die  end  7  But  who 
can  praife*his  raercya  more  than  wretched  I/that 
He  has  ix)t  cut  me  off  in  anger,  who  have  taken 
hia  chaftifements  fo  heavily,  not  weighing  hia 
mercys  in  the  midft  of  judgments!  The  ftroke 
waa  of  the  fierceft  fure;  but  had  I  not  then  a  rea« 
fonable  ground  to  hope,  that  what  I  loved  as  I 
didiBy  own  foul,  was  raifed  from  a  prifon  to  a 
throne  ?  Was  I  not  enabled  to  ihut  up  my  own 
ibrrows,  that  I  encreafed  not  his  fufferings  by 
feeing  mine?  How  were  my  finking  fpirits  fup*. 
ported  by  the  early  compaffions  of  excellent  and 
wife  diriftiam,  without  ceafing,  admonifiiing  me 
of  my  duty,  iiAnifling,  reproving,  comforting 
sne !  You  know,  Do&.ar,  I  was  not  deftitute ; 
and  1  muft  acknowledge  that  many  others  like 
jrourfelf,  with  devout  a^eal,  and  great  chaTity^  con. 

tributed 
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A- ^-  tributed  to  the  gathering  together  my  fcatt^red 
fpirits^  and  then  fubjeQing  them  by  reafon  to  fuch 
a  fubmiffion  as  I  could  obtain  under  fo  aftonilh-' 
ing  a  calamity :  and  furthef ,  he  has  fpared  me  hi^ 
therto  the  children  of  fo  excellent  a  friend,  giving 
them  hopefuU  underftandings,  and  yet  very  trad- 
able and  fweet  difpolitions;  fpared  my  life  in  ufe- 
fulnefs  I  truft  to  them ;  and  being  I  am  to  linger 
in  a  world  I  can  no  more  delight  in>  has  given 
me  a  freedom  from  bodily  pain  to  a  degree  I 
almoft  neyer  knew,  not  fo  much  as  a  ftrong  fit  of 
the  head-ach  have  I  feltfince  that  mifcrable  time, 
who  ufed  to  be  tormented  with  it  very  frequendy. 
This  calls  for  praifes  my  dead  heart  is  not  exer-* 
cifed  in,  but  I  hope  this  is  my  infirmity ;  I  bewail 
it.  He  that  took  our  nature,  and  felt  our  infir* 
mities,  knows  the  weaknefs  of  my  perfon,  and  the 
iharpnefs  of  my  forrows. 

I  ihould  not  forget  to  mention.  Sir,  I  did  re^ 
ceive  your  papers  and  a  letter  I  never  had  the 
opportunity  to  tell  you  of,  dated  13  Auguft  ;^and 
another  letter  after  that,  where  you  write  of  your 
being  in  London  within  a  fortnight ;  fo  that  time 
(lipping,  I  know  not  where  to  find  you^  nor  how 
I  came  to  let  time  do  fo. 

I  know  not  if  you  have  heard  fome  unwiflit 
for  accidents  in  my  family  have  hurried  me  into 
new  diforders.  A  young  lady  my  Uncle  Ruvigny 
brought  with  him  falling  ill  of  the  fmall  pox,  I 
firft  removed  my  children  to  fiedford*houfe,  then 

followed 
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(blk>wed  myfelf,  for  the  quieting  of  my  good  un-  ^°; 
de's  miod^  who  would  have  it  fo ;  from  thence 
I  brought  my  little  tribe  down  to  Woborne,  and 
when  I  heard  bow  fatal  the  end  was  of  the  young 
lady's  diftemper,  I  returned  myfelf  to  Bedford- 
houfe  to  take  my  laft  leave  (for  fo  I  take  it  to 
be)  of  as  kind  a  relation,  and  as  zealous  tender  a 
friend  as  ever  any  body  had.  To  my  uncle  and 
aunt  their  niece  was  an  inexpreffible  lofs,  but  to 
herfelf  death  was  the  contrary.  She  died  (as 
noft  do)  as  (he  lived,  a  pattern  to  all  who  knew 
her.  As  her  body  grew  weak,  her  faith  and  hope 
grew  ftrong,  comforting  her  comforters,  and  edi- 
fying all  about  her;  ever  magnifying  the  good- 
nefs  of  God,  that  (he  died  in  a  country,  where 
Ihe  could  in  peace  give  up  her  foul  to  him  that 
made  it.  What  a  glorious  thing,  Doftor,  *ds  to 
live  and  die  as  fure  as  (he  did !  I  heard  my  uncle 
and  aunt  fay,  that  in  feven  years  ihe  had  been 
with  them,  they  never  could  tax  her  with  a  failure 
in  her  piety  or  worldly  prudence,  yet  flie  had 
been  roughly  attackt,  as  the  French  Gazettes  will 
tcU  you,  if  you  have  leifure  to  look  over  them 
now  they  are  fo  many ;  however  I  keep  them  to- 
gether, and  fo  fend  them  to  you,  who  (ball  ever 
be  gratified  in  what  you  afk  from  me,  as  a  recom- 
penfe  of  all  your  labours ;  'tis  a  poor  one  indeed^ 
the  weak  unworthy  prayers  of 

Your  very  much  obliged  fervant, 
WaiomcAMy,  tx  03. 1685.         R.  RUSSELL. 

X  You 
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ffis?.'  ^^^  ^*y  ^  "^^y  direft  as  I  will  about  thofe  pa- 

pers now  in  my  cuftody.  I  freely  give  my 
judgment,  'tis  great  pity  they  fhould  be  hid 
like  a  candle  under  a  bufhel ;  as  they  are 
pioufly  defigned,  they  will  carry  the  more 
cffeftual  bleffing  with  them  into  the  hearts 
of  fuch  in  whofe  hands  they  fall ;  and  as 
I  believe  'tis  an  excellent  difcourfe,  why 
fhould  it  not  ferve  to  excellent  purpofes? 
I  could  fay  more  of  my  opinion  concern- 
ing them,  but  truly  methinks  *tis  taking  too 
much  upon  me  ;  my  modefty  interpofes. 


LETTER    XXV. 

Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam. 

-/jLS  you  profefs,  good  Doftor,  to  take  pleafure 
in  your  writings  to  me,  from  the  teftimony  of  a 
confcience,  to  forward  my  fpiritual  welfare,  fo  do 
I  to  receive  them  as  one  to  me  of  your  friendfliip 
in  both  worldly  and  fpiritual  concernments  :  do- 
ing fo,  I  need  not  wafte  my  time  nor  yours  to  tell 
you  they  are  very  valuable  to  me.  That  you  are 
fo  contented  to  read  mine,  I  make  the  juft  allow- 
ance for ;  not  for  the  worthinefs  of  them,  I  know 
it  cannot  be,  but  however,  it  enables  mt  to  keep 
up  an  advantageous  converfation  without  fcruple 
of  being  too  troublefome.     You  fay  foifae  things 

fometimes. 
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fometimes,  by  which  I  fliould  think  you  feafonM,  a.  d. 
or  rather  tainted  with  being  fo  much  where  com- 
pliment or  praifing  is  beft  learned ;  but  I  con- 
clude»  that  often^  what  one  heartily  wiflies  to  be 
in  a  friend,  one  is  apt  to  believe  is  fo.  The  efFe£l 
is  not  nought  towards  me,  whom  it  animates  to  . 
have  a  true  not  falfe  title  to  the  leaft  virtue  you 
are  difpofed  to  attribute  to  me*  Yet  I  am  far 
from  fuch  a  vigour  of  mind  as  furmounts  the  fe- 
cret  difcontent  fo  hard  a  deftiny  as  mine  has  fixt 
in  Ttiy  bread;  but  there  are  times  the  mind  can 
hardly  feel  difpleafure,  as  while  fuch  friendly  con- 
verfation  entertaineth  it;  then  a  grateful  fenfe 
moves  one  to  exprefs  the  courtefie. 

If  I  could  contemplate  the  condu3s  of  Provi- 
dence with  the  ufes  you  do,  it  would  give  eafe 
indeed,  and  no  difafterous  events  fliould  much 
affeft  us.  The  new  fcenes  of  each  day,  make  me 
often  conclude  my felf  very  void  of  temper  and 
reafon,  that  I  ftill  flied  tears  of  forrow,  and  not 
of  joy,  that  fo  good  a  man  is  landed  fafe  on  the 
happy  fliore  of  a  bleifed  eternity ;  doubtlefs  he 
18  at  reft,  tho'  I  find  none  without  him,  fo  true  a 
partner  he  was  in  all  my  joys  and  griefs ;  I  truft 
the  Almighty  will  pafs  by  this  my  infirmity ;  I 
(peak  it  in  refped  to  the  world,  from  whofe  in- 
ticing  delights  I  can  now  be  better  weaned.  I 
was  too  rich  in  pofleilions  whilft  I  pofleft  him ; 
all  relifli  now  is  gone,  I  blefs  God  for  it,  and  pray 
und  afk  of  all  good  people,  (do  it  for  me  from 

X  2  fucK 
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fit?.*  ^^^^  y^^  know  are  fo)  alfo  to  pray  that  I  may 
more  and  more  turn  the  ftream  of  my  afFefttonj 
upwards,  and  fet  my  heart  upon  the  ever  fatif- 
fying  perfeftions  of  God;  not  ftarting  at  his 
darkeft  providences,  but  remembering  continually 
tither  his  glory,  juftice,  or  powef,  is  advanced  by 
every  one  of  them,  and  that  mercy  is  over  all  hi* 
Works,  as  we  Ihall  one  day  with  ravifiiing  delight 
fee.  In  the  mean  time,  1  endeavonr  to  fuppreft 
all  wild  imaginations  a  melancholy  fancy  is  apt  to 
let  in ;  and  fay  with  the  man  in  the  Gofpel,  *•  I 
believe,  help  thou  my  unbelief. '^'^ 

If  any  thing  I  fay  fuggeft  to  you  matter  for  a 
()ious  refleftion,  I  have  not  hurt  you  but  eafe 
myfelf,  by  letting  loofe  fome  of  my  crowded 
thoughts.  I  muft  not  finiih  without  telling  you, 
I  have  not  the  book  you  mention  of  Seraphical 
iWeditatiohs  of  the  Bifliop  of  B.  and  Wells  ♦,  and 
fliould  willingly  fee  one  here,  fince  you  defign 
the  prefent*  I  have  fent  you  the  laft  flieet  of 
your  papers,  as  the  fureft  courfe ;  you  can  return 
it  with  the  book.  You  wotdd.  Sir,  have  been 
welcome  to  Ld.  Bedford,  who  exprefles  himfelf 
hugely  obliged  to  the  B^ihop  of  Ely  t  your  friend; 

*  Kenni  Biihop  of  Bath  and  Wdls,  of  an  afcetic  courft 
of  life,  and  yet  of  a  very  lively  temper. 

t  Turner,  Bifliop  of  Ely,  fincere  and  good  natured»  of 
too  ^inck  ifloagiiiatioay  and  too  defisdive  a  judgment* 
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to  whom  you  juftly  give  the  title  of  good,  if  the 
charafter  he  has  very  generally,  belongs  to  him. 
And  who  is  good  is  happy ;  for  he  is  only  truly 
miferable  or  wretchedly  fo,  that  has  no  joy  here, 
nor  hopes  for  any  hereafter.  I  believe  it  may 
be  Dear  Cbriftmas  before  my  Lord  Bedford  re* 
moves  for  the  winter,  but  I  have  not  yec  iiif« 
coursed  him  about  it,  ootr  how  long  be  ci^r^ 
our  con^pany ;  fo  whetber  I  will  coqae  before 
1itm»  or  nxake  one  company,  I  kn&w  not ;  he  fliall 
fteaifeluinlelf,  for  I  have  00  wiU  in  tbefe  mat^r^ 
nor  .cati  Uke  one  diing  or  way  better  than  anoi- 
^r,  if  die  ufe  and  convcnieocie^  be  alike  to 
the  youE^  cneatures,  whofe  fervice  is  all  the  bu« 
finefs  I  have  in  this  world,  and  for  their  good  I 
iniend  dA  diligence  in  the  pow^r  of. 

Sir, 

Your  obliged  friend  to  ferve  you, 

R,  RUSSELL. 

«7  Kovr.  tS^a. 

I  am  mightily  in  arrear;  pray  let  me  know 
what,  and  if  I  (hall  direft  the  paying  it,  or 
.ftay  till  I  fee  you^ 


A.  D. 

16851 
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A.  D. 
S685. 


LETTER     XXVL 
Dr.  Fitzwilliam  to  Lady  Russell. 

An  my  opinion  it's  a  long  time  that  I  have  in-- 
terrupted  that  commerce  with  which  you  have 
been  pleafed  to  honour  me  on  your  part,  by  my 
Omitting  to  make  the  due  acknowledgments  I 
ought  for  the  packet  of  foreign  letters,  and  your 
own  letter  more  valuable  than  all  the  intelligence 
they  contained;  though  that  was,  and  muft  be 
efieemed  of  great  worth  to  all  who  have  the  leaft 
honour  for  the  Chriftian  name,  and  ought  to  be 
prized  and  rated  yet  higher  by  me,  who  do  iK>t 
wear  that  name  only,  but  have  an  extraordinary 
chara£ler  from  him  by  whofe  name  we  are  called; 
fince  it  was  compofed  of  (he  fuccefles  of  the 
Chriftis^n  a^m^i  againft  the  infidels  and  enemies  of 
our  faith  ♦.  And  therefore  I  the  greedyer  fnatch 
at  this  opportunity,  the  fir  ft,  (except  that  of  ThurC 
day's  poft,  of  which  too  the  intervention  of  com-, 
pany  deprived  me)  which  I  have  had  through 
foiT^e  employment  on  my  han<}s  tjiefe  two  weeks 
laft,  to  renew  it  again. 

I  am  glad  to  find  by  the  vigour  with  which  that 
was  wrote,  and  the  conftancy  of  mind  you  took 

•  The  battle  of  Gran,  16  Aug.  when  the  Duke  of  Lor- 
rain,  and  the  Ele£tor  of  Bavaria,  de^t  the  Turks,  and  foou 
s^ter  tpok  Newhaufel,  &c, 

your 
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your  leave  of  your  mod  tender  unple,  and  bid  a  ^-^g^- 
final  adieu  to  him^  that  you  have  lefs  need  of  the 
cordials  of  my  prefcribing  to  fortify  you  than 
formerly.  I  hope  the  confideradons  I  have  o£. 
fered,  affifted  with  God's  grace  to  imprefs  them 
on  your  heart,  will  have  that  operation  on  you, 
that  you  will  be  able  entirely  to  refign  and  facri- 
fice  your  own  will»  defires,  and  all  that  you  have, 
to  his  wife  difpofal,  and  can  be  content  he  ihould 
govern  the  world  without  you,  and  you,  as  a 
part  of  the  great  one,  according  to  his  own  good 
pleafure. 

To  this  end  you  muft  labour  to  mortify  all 
ihofe  regrets  you  have  upon  reflefting  on  your 
paft  condition,  and  comparing  it  with  your  pre* 
fent.  The  comparing  them  in  your  mind  may 
not  be  ufeful  to  you,  becaufe  apt  to  create  did 
lurbance ;  but,  however  the  judgment  you  pro- 
nounce upon  fuch  a  review  may  be  erroneous^ 
you  may  be  more  happy  now  than  you  were  when 
you  thought  yourfelf  moft  fo,  and  in  a  fairer  and 
more  probable  way  to  attain  to  that  happinefs, 
which  is  not  to  be  loft  but  by  your  own  fault  and 
negle8,  nor  ravifht  from  you  by  the  injury  or 
violence  of  another.  But,  if  your  a&ive  mind  is 
for  vying  things  with  things,  I  would  direct  your 
honour  to  look,  as  I  know  you  do^  with  eyes  of 
compaffion  on  the  affliQed  ftate  of  thofe  poor 
people  in  the  neighbouring  country,  where  the 
X  4  hufband 
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^g°'  hufbahd  is  divided  from  his  tender  wife,  the  pa- 
rents from  their  dear  children^  and  are  nekher 
permitted  to  live,  nor  yet  allowed  the  favour  to 
die ;  and  then  to  tilrn  your  eyes  upon  yourfelf, 
enjoying,  as  you  confefs,  your  own  health  and 
ftrength  in  a  greater  meafure  than  formerly^ 
hopeful  children,  an  affluence  of  temporal  things^ 
and  numbers  of  friends,  it  may  be  more  than 
the  darlings  and  favourites  of  Providence,  as  it's 
here  difpenled,  do ;  and  then  recoUeSi  with  your- 
fclf,  and  try  if  you  can  truly  and  fafely  pronounce 
of  yourfelf,  that  you  are  miferable. 

And  if  you  cannot  truly  form  fuch  a  judgment^' 
I  know  your  Lady&ip  will  be  fo  fincere  and  ge- 
nerous as  not  to  complain  y6u  are  fo  to  your 
friends,  or  bemoan  yourfelf  with  yourfelf  as  fuch« 
I  will  not  enlarge  upon  this  topic  as  I  might  i 
for  in  good  earned  no  perfon  is  miferable  but 
comparatively,  and  almoft  every  man  in  feme 
rcfpeft  or  other  comparatively  happy ;  but  fiiall 
referve  what  can  be  more  faid,  though  it  may 
not  be  upon  this  argument,  to  be  handled  in 
the  purfuance  of  that  difcourfe,  of  which  you 
•have  already  the  bigger  part  in  your  hands.—* 
What  remains  I  will  endeavour  to  finifii  as  fai^ 
as  my  little  affairs  here  will  give  me  leave ;  and 
I  hope  I  {hill  be  able  to  tranfmit  fcmie  more 
papers  relating  to  it  within  three  or  four  more 
pofls. 

In 
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In  tltc  interval',  and  in  all  rimes,  and  ih  all       ^^ 
events,  I  refolve  to  cx>nthiue^ 
Madam, 

Your  honour^s  tnoft  obedient 
And  devoted  humble  fervant, 

J.  FITZWILLIAM- 

From  Mr.  Tufion's,  St.  James's^ 
327  Nov.  i6Sq, 


LETTER    XXVIL 
Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam. 

A  HOUGH  I  never  think  the  returns  come  too 
thick,  by  which  I  have  the  advantage  of  convert, 
ing  with  Do6tdr  Fitzwilliam,  yet  I  am  not  cap^ 
tious  in  the  matter,  and  would  always  have  thefe 
favours  fuit  your  leifure.  Sir,  which  in  fo  bufy  a 
life  cannot  always  be  regular. ' 

I  had  hot  ftay'd  fupplying  you  with  new  French 
papers,  but  that  I  was  doubtful  how  the  laft  got  to 
you ;  I  hsLften  thefe  whilft  you  are  in  London, 
for  now  your  engagements  lie  in  fo  many  places, 
one  knows  not  where  to  find  you;  but  ftill  *tis  in 
employments  of  the  ndblefi  fort,  doing  the  work 
of  God ;  and 'man  being  ^  fociable  creature,  and 
of  fuch  a  Compofition,  that  the  mind  muft  be  a£t« 
ing,  how  happy  is  it  when  all  this  is  done  con«- 
feimible  to  duty,  ati4  fervitig  to  the  beft  ends, 

the 
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^^-  the  falvation  of  men's  fouls  ?  •Tis  having  chofen 
the  better  part ;  and  carries  with  it  (I  make  no 
doubt)  peaceful nefs  of  mind  which  excells  the 
ftrongeft  delights  of  earthly  enjoyments^  where 
that  is  {hut  out,  or  rather  not  fo  fully  enjoyed ; 
for  if  we  weigh  temporal  againft  fpirituals^  how 
light  ^ould  that  fcale  be  to  the  fmalieft  grain  of 
fpiritual  comfort,  though  it  were  heap'd  with  all 
the  glorys,  fame,  and  wealth,  the  moft  carnal  heart 
can  wi(h  for !  The  one  fatisfies  the  immortal  part 
of  a  man ;  the  other  fatisfies  the  depraved  appe* 
tite.  As  buried  as  I  am  in  earth  myfelf,  and  ever 
mourning  the  lofs  of  an  earthly  felicity,  which  if 
through  weaknefs  it  exceeds  I  do  bewail ;  yet  I 
reckon  the  fufferings  for  the  name  of  Chrift  (if 
to  have  that  honour  be  my  lot)  and  the  obtaining 
a  title  to  an  eternal  inheritance  in  the  place  de- 
fcribed.  Revel,  ch,  xxi.  and  xxii.  to  be  infinitely 
above  our  fufierings  in  thefe  houfes  of  clay  ;  what 
I  grieve  the  want  of  was  fuch  an  one  when  here, 
but  now  glorified  with  the  fpirits  of  juft  men 
made  perfeft. 

Dodor,  I  will  take  your  advice,  and  vye  my 
ftate  with  others,  and  begin  with  him  in  the 
higheft  profperity,  as  himfelf  thinks,  the  King  of 
a  miferable  people ;  but  truly  the  moft  miferable 
himfelf,  by  debafing  as  he  does,  the  dignity  of 
humane  nature ;  and  though  for  fecret  ends  of 
Providence,  he  is  fufier^d  to  make  thofe  poor 
preatures  drink  deep  of  a  moft  bitter  cup^  yet 

the 
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the  dregs  are  furely  referved  for  himfelf.  What 
a  judgment  is  it  upon  an  afpiring  mind^  when  per- 
haps half  the  world  knows  not  God»  nor  con« 
fefles  the  name  of  Chrift  as  a  Saviour,  nor  the 
beauty  of  virtue,  which  almoft  all  the  world  has 
in  derifion,  that  it  fhould  not  excite  him  to  a 
reformation  of  faith  and  manners ;  but  with  fuch 
a  rage  turn  his  power  to  extirpate  a  people  that 
t)wn  the  Gofpel  for  their  law  and  rule !  How 
infamous  to  his  fame  is  the  one!  How  glorious 
to  his  memory  would  the  other  have  been  I  But 
he  is  too  wicked  to  be  an  inftrument  of  fo  much 
good  to  his  degenerate  age.  Now,  Sir,  I  cannot 
cbufe  but  think  myfelf  lefs  miferable  than  this 
poor  King.     For  the  vaft  numbers  of  fufFcrers  *, 

the 

*  The  EiiSt  of  Nantes,  made  1598,  in  favour  of  the 
Proteflants  in  France,  and  confimied  1622,  wasunjuftly 
revoked  22  OSt.  1685,  and  the  Hugonots  cruelly  perfe- • 
cuted.  The  liberties  of  the  Proteflants  in  France  were 
founded  upon  folemn  laws,  upon  peq)etual,  irrevocable,  and 
.facred  edi^ls,  and  which  could  not  be  recall'd  without  vio- 
lating at  once  the  public  faith,  the  royal  word,  and  facred- 
neis  of  an  oath.  **  How  often  did  our  King,  Lewis  XIV. 
promife  us  to  preferve  us  in  our  privil^;es  i  How  many 
declarations,  how  many  pdi^  did  he  fet  out  to  that  pur- 
pofe?  How  many  oaths  were  taken  to  confimi  thofe 
cdi6b  i  Did  not  this  very  King  himfelf  folemnly  promife, 
by  feveral  edids  ai)4  declarations,  to  maintain  us  in  all  the 
liberties  which  were  granted  us  by  the  EdiA  of  Nantes  ? 
^nd  yet  after  all,  vyrhat  fcruple  vfas  there  made  to  violate 
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^^  the  found  thereof  is  more  terrible  to  thofe  at  a 
diftance  than  the  calamity  of  a  fingle  perfoo ;  but 
taken  afunder^  the  fufferings  of  any  one^  and 
thofe  I  have  and  do  feel^  are  not  perhaps  at  fo 
wide  a  diftance  as  as  it  appears^  theirs  being 
faeaped  tfagether;  but  as  you  very  well  note, 
there  is  no  ftate  Co  be  pronounced  extremely 
miferaUe,  but  a  date  of  fin»  which  will  deprive 
vs  of  a  future  ftate  of  glory^  without  a  deep  re- 
pentance^  which  I  wifh  to  all  finners.  I  hear 
our  King  has  given  leave  for  a  c<Jle&ioD  for 
thofe  Proteftants  which  have  been  drove  hither. 
Ood  make  his  people  thankfuU  for  it. 

My  Lord  GaiAft>orough  a&d  all  that  family^ 
lent  in  here  as  they  went  by  to  Dunftable^  laft 
week. 

I  know  you  will  ufe  your  power,  and  I  wi(h 
you  could  prevail  with  my  nephew  to  fettle  him- 

fo  many  )aws»  (b  many  promifes,  and  (e  many  oaths  ^" — 
Letter  frrnn  French  Refugees  in  Germany^  1687,  #»  King 
James  II.  Deelamtion.  Bumct  fays,  "  We  fee  what  fee- 
ble things  ediSls,  coronation  oaths,  laws  and  promifes  te* 
peated  over  and  over  again,  proved  to  be  where  the  Romifli 
religion  prevails ;  the  Great  Lewis  gave  his  Proldhmt  iub- 
jeds  aflurances  of  his  obfervtng  ftill  the  Edtd  of  Nante^ 
Tven  after  he  had  refolved  to  break  it ;  and  a  pmmife  in  the 
edift  that  repealed  it,  that  no  violence  ihould  be  uM  to 
any  for  their  religion,  in  the  very  time  that  he  was  oider- 
ing  all  pofla>le  violences  to  be  put  in  executiw  agaioft 
them/* 

fclf 
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fclfin  a  family  of  his  own.     I  truft  God  will  be       ^^ 
gracious  to  the  child  of  fo  good  a  mother^  and 
incline  him  to  what  (hall  be  in  the  end  beft  for 
him. 

Though  i  am  in  the  country,  I  fhould  call 
to  memory  you  are  in  London.     I  do  fo^  and 
therefore  clofe  this  from. 
Sir, 
Your  obliged  and  affeftionate  fervant, 

R.  RUSSELL. 
Wobome  Ahby,  Nov.  1685. 

The  papers  are  fwell'd  to  a  great  bignefs,  but 
if  you  care  for  thera  in  London,  I  will  du 
TtEL  them  weekly,  though  I  may  not  happen 
to  write ;  for  fometimes  indeed  I  have  oc- 
cafion  to  do  fo  too  much,  for  fo  heavy  a 
mind  as  mine  is*  'Tis  my  prefent  cafe  tbia 
morning. 


LET  til  R     XXVIIL 
Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam. 


Wi 


HEN  I  tell  you,  DoQor,  this  is  the  feventh 
letter  difpatched  for  this  morning,  any  one  of 
which  could  not  be  omitted,  and  that  I  have  ftill 
before  noon  French  difpatches  to  make,  you  will 
not,  though  I  write  but  a  few  lines,  believe  I  wil- 
lingly decline  the  writing  more.  Letters  of  com- 
pliment 
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^'g^*  plimcnt  I  would  lay  afide  for  it,  I  aflure  you,  tf 
I  had  more  time.  Yes,  Doftor,  the  liberty  I 
take  when  I  write  to  you,  gratifies  much  more  my 
weary  mind,  than  the  matter  one  (ills  up  paper 
with  to  others  ;  yet  fomething  of  that  fort-  muft 
bci  while  we  drag  on  here,  efpecially  when  one 
has  more  than  one's  own  miferable  carcafs  to 
have  a  regard  for,  which  while  my  children  are, 
I  have,  and  with  a  diligent  concern  will  I  wreftle 
to  fupport  them,  and  make  them  great,  or  worthy 
to  be  fo,  who  have  been  fo  early  (by  a  fpecial 
Providence)  unfortunate.  But  who  knows,  fays 
Solomon,  what  is  good  for  a  man  in  his  life  ?  all 
the  days  of  his  vain  life.  Yet  there  is  an  infe-^ 
parable  connexion  between  God's  wifdomr  and 
his  will ;  fo  his  work  is  perfe6l,  for  all  his  ways 
are  judgment ;  and  this  is  a  neceflary  refleftion 
at  the  aftonifliing  changes  of  this  age.  If  I  look 
upon  your  letter,  Doftor,  I  fhall  never  end,  but 
begin  anew  upon  one  part  or  other  of  it.  Indeed 
that  figure  only  of  a  man,  if  one  fpeaks  of  him, 
engages  to  fay  a  great  deal ;  but  I  refrain. 

I  read  a  letter  lall  night  from  my  fitter  at 
Paris.  She  writes  as  every  body  that  has  humane 
aflPeftions  muft ;  and  fays  that  of  1,800,000,  there 
is  not  more  than  10,000  efteemed  to  be  left  in 
France,  and  they,  I  guefs,  will  foon  be  converted 
by  the  dragoons,  or  perilh.  So  that  near  two 
millions  of  poor  fouls,  made  of  the  fame  clay  as 
himfelf,  have  felt  the  rigour  of  that  favage  man. 

What 


LETTERS*  319 

What  you  utter  in  a  prophetical  rage,  I  agree       rfg/. 
will  come  to  pafs.     I  have  had  reports  of  my 
nephew,  but  I  will  not  proceed ;  yet  I  fliow  you 
how  hard  'tis  not  to  do  fo,  by 

Your  very  a£Fe£lionate  friend  to  ferve  you, 

R.  RUSSELL. 

Wobomt  Abby,  Nov.  1685. 


LETTER    XXIX. 

Dr.  Tillotson  to  Lady  Russell* 
[Birch's  Life  of  Tillotfon.] 

Honoured  Madam^ 

Qmterbury,  Nov.  21 »  1685. 

W  HEN  I  look  back  upon  the  date  of  your 
Ladyfhip's  letter^  I  blulh  to  fee  it  hath  lain  by 
me  fo  long  unanfwered.  And  yet  I  aflure  you 
no  day  pafleth,  in  which  your  Ladyfhip  and  your 
children  are  not  in  my  mind.  But  I  know  not 
how,  in  the  hurry  I  am  in  in  London,  one  bull-. 
nefs  prefleth  fo  hard  upon  another,  that  I  have 
lefs  time  for  the  things  to  which  I  have  moft  in- 
clination. I  am  now  for  a  while  got  out  of  the 
torment  and  noife  of  that  great  city,  and  do  en- 
joy a  little  more  repofe. 

It  was  a  great  trouble  to  me  to  hear  of  the  fad 
lofs  your  dear  friend  fuftained  during  his  (hort  ftay 

in 
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fea^  in  England*.  But  in  fame  circumftanccs,  to  die 
is  to  live.  And  that  voii:e  from  heaven  runs 
much  in  my  tnind^  vhich.  St.  John  he^rd  in 
his  vifion  of  the  laft  (as  I  think)  and  moft  ex-* 
treme  perfecution,  which  ihould  befal  the  faith- 
ful fervants  of  God^  before  the  final  downfal  o( 
Babylon,  **  Blefled  are  the  dead  that  die  in  the 
Lord  from  henceforth  ;'*  meaning,  th^t  they  were 
happy,  who  were  taken  away  before  that  terrible 
and  utmoft  trial  of  the  faith  and  patience  of  the 
faints.  But  however  that  be,  I  do  greatly  rejoice 
in  the  prefer vation  of  your  children  from  the 
great  danger  they  were  in  upon  that  occafion, 
and  thank  God  heartily  for  it,  becaufe  whatever 
becomes  of  us,  I  hope  they  may  live  to  fee  better 
things. 

Juft  now  Came  the  news  of  the  prorogation  of 
the  parliament  to  the  loth  of  February,  which 
was  furprifing  to  us.  We  axe  not  without  hopes, 
that  in  the  mean  time  things  will  be  dilpofed  to  a 
better  agreement  agaiaft  the  ne?(t  meeting.  But 
when  all  is  done,  our  gre^teft  comfort  ipuft  be, 
that  we  are  all  in  the  hands  of  God,  and  that  ho 
bath  the  care  of  us.  And  do  not  thinks  Madam, 
that  he  loves  you  the  lefs  for  having  put  £>  bitter 
a  cup  into  your  hand.  He  whom  he  loved  in- 
finitely beil  of  all  mankind,  drank  much  deeper 
of  it. 

*  The  death  of  her  coufin,  niece  of  Monf.  Ruvigny, 
Qientioned  in  the  letter  of  i  ith  OGL  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam. 

I  did 
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\  did  hope  to  have  waited  upon  my  Lord  of 
JBedford  at  my  return  to  London;  but  now  I 
doubt  this  prorogation  will  carry  him  into  the 
•country  before  that  time.  I  intreat  you  to  pre- 
sent my  Ynoft  humble  fervice  to  his  Lordlhip, 
to  dear  little  mafter,  and  the  young  ladies.  I 
•am  not  worthy  the  (:onfideration  you  are  pleafed 
to  have  of  me ;  but  I  pray  continually  for  you 
«11,  and  ever  Ihall  be.  Madam, 

Your  Ladyfhip's  mod  faithful 

And  humble  fervant, 

jO.  TILLOTSON. 


LETTER    XXX. 
Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam. 

1  PRESUME,  Doaor,  you  are  now  fo  fettled  in 
your  retirement  (for  fuch  'tis  in  comparifon  of 
that  you  can  obtain  at  London)  that  you  are  at 
leifure  to  perufe  the  inclofed  papers ;  hereafter  I 
will  fend  them  once  a  week,  or  oftener  if  you 
defire  it. 

Yefterday  the  Lord  Delamere  pafled  his  tryal, 
and  was  acquitted*.     I  do  blefs  God  that  he  has 

*  Henry  Booth,  Lord  Delamere,  tried  for  partaking  in 
Monmouth's  rebellion.  Finch,  Solicitor  General,  was  very 
violent  againd  him,  but  Saxon,  the  only  pofitive  evidence, 
appearing  perjur'd,  he  was  acquitted  by  his  Peers.  He 
afterwards  (Irenuoufly  promoted  the  Revolution  ;  in  169O1 
was  created  Earl  of  Warrington,  and  died  1693. 

Y  caufed 
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caufed  fome  ftap  to  the  eflPufion  of  blood  has  been 
fhed  of  late  in  this  poor  land«  But,  DoQor,  as 
difeafed  body^  turn  the  beft  nouriihments^  and 
even  cordials  into  the  fame  four  humour  that 
confumes  and  eats  them  up,  juft  fo  do  L  When 
I  fliould  rejoyce  with  them  that  do  rejoyce^  I 
feek  a  corner  to  weep  in.  I  find  I  am  capable 
of  no  more  gladnefs;  but  every  new  circum- 
ftance>  the  very  comparing  my  night  of  forrow 
after  fuch  a  day,  with  theirs  of  joy,  does,  from  a 
reflexion  of  one  kind  or  other,  rack  my  uneafy 
mind.  Though  I  am  far  from  wiftiing  the  clofc 
of  theirs  like  mine,  yet  I  can't  refrain  giving  fome 
time  to  lament  mine  was  not  like  theirs ;  but  I 
certainly  took  too  much  delight  in  my  lot,  and 
would  too  willingly  have  built  my  tabernacle  here ; 
for  which  I  hope  my  puniftiment  will  end  with 
life. 

The  accounts  from  France  are  more  and  more 
aftonilhing ;  the  perfeding  the  work  is  vigproudy 
perfued,  and  by  this  time  compleated  'tis  thought  ? 
all  without  exception,  baying  a  ds^y  given  them ; 
only  thefe  I  am  going  to  mention  hafve  found  fo 
much  grace  as  I'll  tell  you.  The  Countefs  de  Roy* 
is  permitted,  with  two  djiughters,  to  go  withia 
14  days  to  her  hufband,  who  is  in  Denmark^  in 

♦  Countefs  du  Roy,  wife  of  Frederic  Charles  du  Roy» 
Knight  of  the  Elephant,  and  Generaliffimo  to  the  King  of 
Denmark ;  his  daughter,  Henrietta,  was  the  2d  wife  of 
William  Wentworth,  Earl  of  Strafford. 

that 
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that  King's  Tervice ;  but  five  other  of  her  chil-  ^^  °* 
dren  are  put  into  monafterys.  Marefchal  Schom-  ■ 
berg  *  and  his  m(t  are  commanded  to  be  prifo- 
tiers  in  their  houfe,  in  fome  remote  part  of  France 
Appointed  them.  My  uncle  and  his  wife  are  per- 
mitted to  come  out  of  France.  This  I  was  told 
for  a  truth  laft  nighty  but  I  hope  it  needs  a  con* 
firmation. 

•Tis  enough  to  fink  the  ftrongeft  heart  to  read 
the  relations  are  fent  over.  How  the  children 
are  torn  from  their  mothers^  and  fent  into  monaf- 
terys; their  mothers  to  another.  The  hufband 
to  prifon^  or  the  gallies.  Thefe  are  amazing  pro« 
vidences,  Doftor !  God  out  of  infinite  mercy 
fiengthen  weak  believers.    I  am  too  melancholy 

*  Frederic  de  Schomberg,  Marflial  of  France,  was  created 
by  King  William,  Duke  Schomberg,  &c.  1689  ;  kill'd  at 
the  battle  of  the  Boyne,  i  July,  1690.  He  was  fon  of 
Count  Schomberg,  by  Lord  Dudley's  daughter.  The 
Count  was  kill'd,  with  feveral  jibns,  at  the  battle  of  Prague, 
1620.  The  Duke  was  a  man  of  great  calmnefs,  applica- 
tiooj  asd  condjjd ;  of  true  judgment,  exa6t  probity,  and  an 
humble,  obliging  temper.  The  perfecution  of  the  Proteft- 
ants  induced  him  to  leave  France  and  enter  into  King  Wil- 
liam's fervice.  He  was  82  years  old  at  his  death. — Rapin, 
His  death,  fays  Ralph,  was  indeed  an  irreparable  lofs.  The 
biftorian  fays,  we  cannot  do  too  much  honour  to  his  me- 
mory, which  will  todke  a  conflderable  figure  in  hiftory, 
whilft  the  woiU  lafts.  His  fon  Charles  was  mortally 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  MaHigliaj  24  Sept.  1693. 

Ya  an 
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A.  D-  an  intelligencer  to  be  very  long,  fo  will  haften  to 
conclude,  firft  telling  you  Lord  Talbot  ♦  is  come 
but  of  Ireland,  and  brought  huftands  for  his 
daughters-in-law ;  one  was  married  on  Tuefday 
to  a  Lord  Rofle;  the  other  Lord  is  Dungan; 
Walgrave  that  married  the  King's  daughter,  is 
made  a  Lord  t.  The  brief  for  the  poor  Proteft- 
ants  was  not  fealed  on  Wednefday,  as  was  hoped 
it  would  be ;  the  Chancellour  bid  it  be  laid  by, 
when  it  was  offered  him  to  feal. 
I  am  very  really,  DoQor, 

Your  afFeftionate  friend  and  fetvant, 

R.  RUSSELL. 
15  Jan.  1685-6* 


LETTER    XXXL 

Lady  RusselL  to  Dr.  Fxtzwilliam. 

X  HAVE  received  and  read  your  letters,  good 
Doftor.  As  you  never  fail  of  performing  a  juft 
part  to  your  friend,  fo  it  were  pity  you  fhould 
not  confider  enough  to  aft  the  fame  to  yourfelf. 

♦  Lord  Richard  Talbot,  afterwards  Earl  of  Tyrconncl, 
a  papiil. 

•  +  Henry,  Lord  Waldegrave,  of  Chewton,  married  th« 
Lady  Henrietta  Fitz-James,  natural  daughter  to  King 
James  H.  by  Arabella  Churchill,  fifter  to  John  Duke  of 
Marlborough;  be  retir'd  to  France  in  1689,  and  died  at 
Paris  the  iame  year. 

I  think 
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I  think  you  do ;  and  all  you  fay  that  concerns  ^j^^; 
your  private  affairs,  is  juftly  and  wifely  weighed ; 
fo  I  let  that  reft.  I  acknowledge  the  fame  of  the 
diftinft  paper  which  touches  more  nearly  my  fore; 
perhaps  I  ought  to  do  it  with  fome  fhame  and  con- 
fufion  of  face,  and  perhaps  I  do  fo,  DoSor;  but  my 
weaknefs  is  invincible,  which  makes  me,  as  yoii 
phrafe  it  excellently,  poffefs  paft  calamities.  But 
he  who  took  upon  him  our  nature,  felt  our  infir- 
mities, and  does  pity  us ;  and  I  fliall  receive  of 
his  fulnefs  at  the  end  of  day  3,  which  I  will  filent^ 
ly  wait  for. 

If  you  have  heard  of  the  difmal  accident  in 
this  neighbourhood,  you  will  eafily  believe  Tuef- 
day  night  was  not  a  quiet  one  with  us«     About 
one  o'clock  in  the  night  I  heard  a  great  noife  in 
the  fquare,  fo  little  ordinary,  I  call'd  up  a  fer- 
vant,  and  fent  her  down  to  learn  the  occafion. 
She  brought  up  a  very  fad  one,  that  Montague-* 
houfe  was  on  fire ;  and  it  was  fo  indeed ;  it  burnt 
with  fo  great  violence,  the  whole  houfe  was  con- 
fumed  by  five  o'clock.     The  wind  blew  ftrong 
this  way,  fo  that  we  lay  under  fire  a  great  part  of 
the  time,  the  fparks  and  flames  continually  co- 
vering the  houfe,  and  filling  the  court.   My  boy 
awaked,  and  faid  he  wsts  almoft  ftifled  with  finoke, 
but  being  told  the  reafon,  would  fee  it,  and  fa 
was  fatisfied  without  fear ;  took  a  ftrange  bedfel- 
low ver)'  willingly.  Lady  Devonfliire's  youngeft 
])ov,  whom  his  nurfe  had  brought  wrapt  up  in  a 
Y  3  blanket. 
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ti^.  blanket.  Lady  Devonfliire*  came  towards  mom-^ 
ing  and  lay  here ;  and  had  done  fo  ftill^  but  for 
a  fecond  ill  accident.  Her  brother.  Lord  Arrant^ 
who  has  been  ill  of  a  fever  twelve  days,  was  de«> 
fpairedof  yefterday  morning,  and  fpots  appeared  i 
fo  file  refolved  to  fee  him,  and  not  to  return  hi- 
ther, but  to  Somerfet-houfe,  where  the  Queen 
offered  her  lodgings.  He  is  faid  to  be  dead, 
and  I  hear  this  morning  'tis  a  great  blow  to  th6 
family ;  and  that  he  was  a  mod  dutiful  fon  and 
kind  friend  to  all  his  family. 

Thus  we  fee  what  a  day  brings  forth !  and  how 
momentary  the  things  we  fet  our  hearts  upon ! 
O!  I  could  heartily  cry  out.  When  will  long'd^- 
for  eternity  (Tome !  But  our  duty  is  to  poflefs 
our  fouls  with  patience. 

I  am  unwilling  to  fliake  off  all  hopes  about 
the  brief,  though  I  know  them  that  went  to  the 
Chancellour ;{;  fince  the  refufal  to  feal  it,  and  his 

*  Mary,  daughter  to  James  Buder,  Duke  of  Ormond ; 
married  to  William  Cavendifli,  Earl»  afterwards  Duke  of 
Devonfhire. 

+  He  died  Jan.  26,  1685-6. 

:{  George,  Lord  JefFeries,  Baron  of  Wem,  very  invete- 
rate againft  Lord  Ruflell.  He  was,  fays  Bumii^  fcanda'- 
k>ufly  vicious,  dmnk  every  day,  and  furioufly  paflftonate ; 
and,  when  Lord  Chief  Juftice,  he  even  betrayed  the  decen* 
cies  of  his  pod,  by  not  affeding  to  appear  impartial,  as 
became  a  Judge,  and  by  running  upon  all  occafions  into 
noify  declamations.  He  died  in  the  Tower,  April  18,  i689« 

anfwer 
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anfwer  does  not  encourage  ones  hopes.    But  he       ^^ 
is  not  a  lover  of  fmooth  language  9  fo  in  that 
refpeSl  we  may  not  fo  foon  defpair*. 

I  fancy  I  faw  the  young  man  you  mentioned 
to  be  about  my  fon.  One  brought  me  fix  prayer- 
books  as  from  you ;  alfo  diftributed  three  or  four 
in  the  houfe.  I  fent  for  himj  and  a{kt  him  if  there 
was  no  miftake  ?  He  faid.  No.  And  after  fome 
other  queftions  I  concluded  him  the  fame  per« 
fon.  Dodor^  I  do  aflure  you  I  put  an  entire 
truft  in  your  fincerity  to  advifej  bdf,  as  I  told 
you,  I  fliall  ever  take  Lord  Bedford  along  in 
all  the  concerns  of  the  child.  He  thinks  it  early 
yet  to  put  him  to  learn  in  earned ;  fo  do  you  I 
believe.  My  Lord  is  afraid  if  we  take  one  for 
it,  he  will  put  him  to  it ;  yet  I  think  perhaps  to 
overcome  my  Lord  in  that,  and  aflure  bim>  he 
Ihall  not  be  prefs*d.  But  I  am  much  advifed^ 
and  indeed  inclined,  if  I  could  be  fitted  to  my 
mind,  to  take  a  Frenchman,  fo  I  Ihall  do  a 
charity,  and  profit  the  child  alfo,  who  fboald 
learn  French.  Here  are  many  fcholars  come 
over,  as  are  of  all  kinds,  God  knows. 

I  have  ftill  a  charge  with  me.  Lady  Devon- 

*  Dodori  afterwards  Bifhop  Bcveridge,  objefled  to  the 
reading  the  brief  in  the  tathedral  of  Canterbufy,  as  con- 
trary to  the  Rubric.  TiWotfon  replied,  "  DoSor,  DoAor, 
charity  is  above  rBbrica/' 

Birth. 

Y  4  fliire's 
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A/D.       Ihire's  daughter,  who  is  juft  come  into  my  diam^ 
ber ;  fo  muft  break  off. 

I  am.  Sir,  truly. 

Your  faithful!  fervant, 
aad  January,  1685.6.  R.  RUSSELL. 

The  young  lady  tells  me  Lord  Arran  is  no< 
dead,  but  rather  better^ 

LETTER     XXXIL 

Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam. 

1  INTENDED  you,  good  DoBor,  a  letter  be- 
fore I  left  Windfor,  but  I  queftion  if  it  fuc- 
ceeded,  for  the  day  I  fent  it  to  the  coach,  that 
was  newly  gone;  and  the  next,  you  was  gone,  I 
believe.  However,  the  French  papers  were  the 
greateft  lofs,  fo  it  is  pretty  indifferent  how  it  fell 
out ;  if  a  like  fate  befalls  this,  it  will  be  of  a  like 
confequence,  fetting  afide  the  information  I  write 
this  on  purpofe  to  give  you,  which  is — I  have 
juft  dated  my  letter  to  my  Lady  Digby,  of  Cole- 
flial,  writ  in  anfwer  to  hers,  by  which  Ihe  defires 
me,  in  purfuance  of  a  dying  brother's  advice,  and 
her  fon*s  inclination,  to  propofe  to  Lord  Gainf* 
borough  a  marriage  between  the  prefent  Lord* 

♦  William  Lord  Digby,  defervedly  called  the  Good.-^ 
Whifton  fpeaks  l^ighly  of  him  ;  Pope  mentions  him  as  full 
of  days  and  honour.  He  married  Jane,  2d  d^ghtcr  to  Ed- 
ward Earl  of  Gainfborough,  and  died  November  1752, 
aged  »inety  years,  nine  months, 

an4 
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and  Lady  Jane.  I  have  done  it;  though  I  ^;J; 
wiflit  fhe  had  made  choice  of  any  other  perfon 
than  niyfelf,  who  defiring  to  know  the  world  no 
more,  am  utterly  unfitted  for  the  management 
of  any  thing  in -it,  but  muft,  as  I  can,  engage 
in  fuch  neceflary  offices  to  my  children,  as  I 
cannot  be  difpenfed  from,  nor  defire  to  be,  fincc 
*tis  an  eternal  obligation  upon  me,  to  the  me- 
mory of  a  hufband,  to  whom,  and  his,  I  have  de- 
dicated the  few  and  fad  remainder  of  my  days, 
in  this  vale  of  mifery  and  trouble.  But  to  fuf- 
pend  this  and  haften  my  report,  the  propofition 
is  accepted ;  ipy  Lord  declares  hirafelf  willing  to 
do  all  he  can  for  his  children ;  he  offers  8000L 
paid  as  with  the  laft,  and  leaves  out  the  2000L 
coming  back  if  Lord  Campden  (hould  happen  to 
dye.  I  believe  Lord  Digby  and  his  mother  will 
be  foon  in  town.  My  fitter  Alington  came  to 
Bedford-houfe  three  or  four  days  ago.  Lord 
Northampton's  great  match  is  crofst ;  and  now 
the  Lord  Mulgrave*  is  an  attendant  on  her  per- 

♦  Lord  Mulgnive,  John  Sheffield,  afterwards  Duke  of 
Buckingham,  a  perfon  of  the  higheft  accomplifliments,  but 
of  a  fceptical  turn.  He  married,  ift,  Urfula,  widow  of 
the  Earl  of  Conway ;  ad,  Catherine  Grevile,  widow  of 
Baptitt  Earl  of  Gainfborough  ;  3d,  the  Lady  Catharine 
Damlcy  (natural  daughter  to  King  James  II.  by  Catha- 
rine Sedley)  who  was  the  widow  of  James  Annefley,  Earl 
of  Anglefey,  from  whom  (he  was  feparated  by  zEt  of  par- 
liament, for  bis  cruel  and  caufelefs  ill  qfago. 

fon; 
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^*g^-  foh;  he  went  down  in  great  equipage  a  week  pdSL 
Lord  Northampton  challenged  Seymour^  but  be 
does  not  ufe  to  fight,  fo  that  matter  refts.  I  ex^ 
pe£l  my  old  uncle  Ruvigny  and  his  family  in  two 
or  three  days*  Do6lor,  I  muft  not  chufe  ray  eiw 
tertainmentSy  fo  can  continue  this  no  longer,  but 
ever  continue 

Your  faithful!  friend  and  fervant, 

R.  RUSSELL. 
15  February,  1685-6. 


LETTER    XXXIIL 

Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam. 

With  my  beft  refpeas,  good  Doaor,  I  fend 
you  the  Gazettes.  I  take  the  town  to  be  very 
barren  of  news^  but  I  was  out  of  it  yefterday  at 
Greenwich  to  fee  my  old  uncle  Ruvigny,  fo  know 
the  lefs.  'Tis  concluded  the  Princefs  is  with 
child.  The  Duke  of  Berwick  is  ill  of  the  fmall- 
pox,  and  likely  to  be  very  ill  with  them ;  it  will 
be  the  flux-pox,  the  dolors  fay.  The  inter- 
courfes  between  England  and  Holland  do  not 
look  calm,  nor  give  content.  Mr.  Talmidg* 
has  a  regiment  there,  and  a  privy  feal  from 
hence,  but  I  think,  he  will  not  feel  the  feizure 

*  Probably  Henry  TalmaQi,  afterwards  a  GeneraL 

can 
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can  be  made,  to  he  will  ftand  by  his  regiment,  ^gg^; 
We  talk  of  a  parliament  juft  as  men  feel  agues, 
once  in  fo  many  days.  Now  'tis  to  be  in  May ; 
'tis  thought  that  will  wear  off.  The  Earl  of  Bo- 
lingbroke  is  dead;  he  died  in  a  boat,  as  he 
lived. 

Lady  Gainfborough  fends  me  word  her  Lord 
mends  ftill.  Lady  Campden's  woman  is  in  town 
to  furnifh  lying4n  things;  I  had  the  favour  to 
have  her  come,  and  give  me  a  compliment  on 
her  Lady's  part.  I  am  glad  when  they  remem- 
ber to  do  civil  things  for  their  own  fakes ;  but  I 
a  little  wonder  he  has  not  been  to  fee  his  father. 
My  fifter  Alington  is  coming  to  town  prefently. 

I  have  told  my  news,  and  now  muft  yield  to 
a  lefs  liked  employment,  being  called  upon  to 
a  little  bufinefs. 

Your  obliged  friend  and  fervant, 

R.  RUSSELU 
23  March,  1685-6. 


LETTER     XXXIV. 
Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam. 

1  OUR  letter  lyes  before  me,  DoQor,  but  I       ^  p^ 
dare  not  read  it  over,  it  would  furnifli  me  with       *^*^ 
fo  much  to  fay,  and  I  muft  not  take  time  to  do 
it  I  the  lowneb  of  my  fpiriu,  and  the  fadneis  of 

my 
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my  conftant  thoughts  make  me  fancy  myfelf  hur- 
ried with  fome  of  my  own  pitiful  affairs^  and  the 
entertaining  my  fitter^  who  came  to  me  this  day 
fe*night. 

The  prefent  temper  of  your  mind  appears  fo 
fuitable  to  what  mine  ever  muft  remain,  that  I 
could  talk  and  not  fear  to  give  new  opprelfions  to 
your  mind  fo  tendered  with  the  lofs  of  an  excel- 
lent friend,  and  man.     You  carefully  and  reli- 
gioufly  prefcribe  yourfelf  limits  and  bounds  to 
your  lamentations;    but  I  would  willingly  ob- 
ferve  if  you  exceed  them  not ;  fo  natural  it  is  to 
fpy  out  the  faults  and  infirmities  of  others,  as  if 
we  had  reafon  to  think  the  better  of  ourfelvcs  for 
the  charging  others.  But  I  will  not  run  on ;  leave 
you  to  the  French  prints.     As  to  Englifh  news,  I 
have  none  would  ferve  the  purpofe  I  would  have 
it,  which  is,  to  divert  your  thoughts  fo  touchingly 
fixed  upon  mortifying  obje3s,rbut  I  hear  of  po 
other. 

The  difpofers  of  the  brief  money  met  the  firft 
time  yefterday ;  I  am  told  the  Chancellor  carried 
it  in  a  manner  he  fent  away  many  with  fad  hearts^ 
he  concluded  fo  ftriftly  on  the  qualifications  of 
fuch  as  were  to  partake  pf  the  charity ;  I  think 
he  would  admit  none  to  receive  of  it,  that  did  not 
take  the  facrament  from  his  own  chaplain.  I 
doubt  not  you  will  be  better  informed  than  I  can 
do  it. 
The  reports  from  France  are  (till  the  worft  that 

can 


Letters. 


833 


tin  bfc.  Duke  de  la  Force  is  thruft  into  a  con-  \p- 
vent,  to  be  vexed  till  he  will  change.  At  home 
I  fear  no  amicable  compoiition  of  the  difafter  be- 
tween Lord  D  and  my  fitter.  My  mean  en- 
deavours mutt  not  be  wanting,  and  that  indeed 
employs  my  time  and  thoughts:,  there  being  few 
days  to  determine  that  matter  in,  the  term  begins 
ning  fo  foon.  Her  being  here  keeps  me  from 
Straton,  where  I  propofed  to  be  the  end  of  this 
month.  But  God  does  not  difpofe  of  things  and 
perfons  as  we  form  defigns. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  affeflionate  fervant> 
14  Aprils  1686.  R.  RUSSELLt 


LETTER    XXXV. 
Lady  RusselI  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam. 

X  OUR  letter.  Sir,  dated  June  27,  and  flieets  of 
paper  that  accompanied  itj  found  me  at  Woborne  j 
by  a  letter  from  fitter  Alington,  I  underftood  you 
were  with  her  that  very  day,  arid  had  compleated 
your  intention  towards  her,  as  you  have  tnoft  ad- 
mirably your  pious  on6  towards  diftrefled  me ;  for 
which  the  world  may  hereafter  ftand  indebted  to 
my  uncommon  fad  fate,  for  all  that  good  they 
may  Ihare  out  of  it. — 'Tis  moft  certain,  if  you 
give  me  the  power  you  fpeak  of,  I  dare  not  de- 
prive 
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fdsa  P^^^^  *'*  wanting  generation  fo  rich  a  fupply, 
when  I  may  have  the  difpenfing  of  it.  Your  cn 
rors»  Dodor,  would  be  others  perfedions ;  for  I 
muft  believe  your  being  matter  of  very  much 
matter,  gives  a  vaft  advantage  over  odiers  $  yet  I 
allow  a  caufe  of  fome  trouble  to  yourfelf,  by  re- 
ftraining  that  flux  of  words  and  notions  that  flow 
fo  faft  from  you ;  but  'tis  a  rare  excellency  when 
the  pain  is  more  to  refufe  than  choofe.  I  can- 
not tell,  Dodor,  whether  your  papers  met  me  in 
a  better  temper  now  than  at  fome  other  times  to 
relifli  them ;  yet  fure  I  efteem  thefe  iheets  to  be 
fo  fine,  that  it  brought  into  my  mind  the  lofs  you 
have  lately  fuftained  of  a  much  loved  friend ;  and 
to  conclude,  that  a  new  experience  of  grief  had, 
in  your  ftruggles  to  overcome  all  unfit  difcontent, 
raifed  your  fancy  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  framing 
arguments  againft  it :  'tis  an  happy  effed  of  for- 
row,  and  a  fure  evidence  to  the  foul,  that  the  pro- 
mifes  of  the  holy  word  belong  to  her ;  that  the 
work  of  grace  is  apt,  and  grows  toward$  thofe 
degrees,  where,  when  we  arrive,  we  Qiail  triuisph 
over  imperfeSions,  and  our  wills  defire  nothing 
but  what  fhall  pleafe  God.  We  fiiall,  as  your 
phraie  is,  be  renewed  like  eagles;  and  we  like 
eagles  mount  up  to  meet  the  Lord  co9»ing  ia  the 
clouds,  and  ever  tarry  widi  him,  and  be  no  more 
faint  or  weary  in  God's  {ervice.  Thefe  are  ra- 
vi&ing  contemplations.  Doctor  I  They  clafp  6yt 
heart  with  delight  for  fuch  momeots,  or  to  fay 

more 
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niore  truly,  part  of  a  moment  that  the  foul  is  to       ^^ 
well  fixt.     'Tis  true,  we  can  (you  are  furc)  bear 
th^  occafiofis  of  grief  without  being  funk  and 
drowned  in  tbofe  paffions;  but  to  bear  them  with- 
out a  murmuring  heart  then  is  the  ta{k^  and  in 
failing,  there  lies  the  fin.     O  Lord,  lay  it  not  to 
the  charge  of  thy  weak  fervant ;  but  make  me 
chearfully  thankful  that  I  had  fuch  a  friend  to 
lofe ;  and  contented  that  he  has  had  difmiffion 
from  his  attendance  here  (an  e?q>re{fion  you  ufe 
I  am  much  pleaied  with).   When  my  time  comes 
that  I  fltall  have  mine,  I  know  not  how  it  will 
find  me  thtn ;  but  I  am  fure  it  is  my  heft  reviv- 
ing thought  now,  when  I  am  plunged  in  multi- 
tudes of  wild  and  fad  thoughts,  I  recover  and  re^ 
coWtGt  a  little  time  will  end  this  life,  and  begin  a 
better  ths^  Ihall  never  end,  and  where  we  (hall 
difi^over  the  reafons  and  ends  of  all  thofe  feeming 
fevere  providences  we  have  known.  Thus  I  feem 
to  long  for  the  laft  day,  and  yet  *tis  pofiible  if 
ficknefs,  or  any  other  forerunner  of  our  diflblu- 
tion  were  prefent,  I  would  defer  it  if  I  could  ; 
fo  deceitful  are  our  hearts,  or  fo  weak  is  our 
faith.     But  I  think,  one  may  argue  again,  that 
God  has  wifely  implanted  in  our  nature  a  ihrink- 
ing  at  the  approach  of  a  feparation;   and  that 
may  make  us  content,  if  not  defire  a  delay.     If 
it  were  not  fo  implanted  there,  many  would  not 
endure  the  evils  of  life,  that  now  do  it,  though 
they  are  taught  duty  that  obliges  us  thereto. 

I  know» 
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^^o?'  I  know.  Sir,  I  am  very  tedious ;  and  if  it  be 

impertinent,  I  know  alfo  you  will  take  it  as  if  it 
were  nor  fo.  Now  I  take  this  freedom  fcarce 
with  any  body  elfe ;  but  *tis  a  great  indulgence 
to  myfelf,  and  I  am  very  certain  you  are  pleafed 
I  fhould  ufe  il.  I  find  it  mod  cfpecially  ufefill 
on  the  return  oT  thefe  my.  faddeft  days,  when 
difmal  and  yet  aftoniftiing  remembrances,  croud 
faftefl  into  my  mind  :  however  I  (hall,  by  God^s 
goodnefs  to  me,  ftick  clofe  to  thofe  helps,  you 
have  provided  me,  and  read  every  day  thcfe  new» 
fheets,  till  the  bittereft  ofall  be  paft.  On  Ttief- 
day,  my  filler  Aliiigton  defigns  to  be  here  ;  I  am 
forry  it  happes  to  be  juft  that  day,  fince  I  affe& 
nothing  that  is  particular  or  fingular ;  but  as  yet 
I  have  not  feen  any  body  befides  my  children 
on  that  day  being  13  July ;  nor  does  it  feem  de- 
cent for  me  to  do  it,  almoft^  when  I  remember 
the  fad  fcehe  I  faw  and  attended  at  all  that  day, 
and  the  miferable  accidents  of  it,  as  the  unfortu^ 
nate  end  of  Lord  Effex*,  to  me  fo  fatal,  if  th^ 

Ducbefe 

•  Afthor  Capel,  Earl  of  Effex  (fon  of  Arthur  wlio  was 
taken  at  Colchefler,  condemned  and  beheaded  9  March, 
1648-9) ;  he  was  a  true  patriot,  and  for  delivering  a  peti- 
tion againft  the  parliament  iitting  at  Oxford,  was  accufed 
of  the  Ryehoufe  Plot,  (Brit.  Compend.)  and  committcdto 
the  Tower.  He  might  (fays  Burnet)  have  made  his  ef- 
cape,  but  his  tendernefs  for  Lord  Ruffell,  and  a  fear  that 
his  abfcncc  might  have  an  ill  influence  at  his  trial,  made 
him  ftay  at  his  country-houfe  till  a  party  of  horfc  were  fent 

to 
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ftothefs  of  Portfmouth  told  me  true ;  that  they       ^gj^ 
Taid  the  jury  could  mot  have  condemned  my 
Lord>  if  my  Lord  Eflex  had  not  died  as  h^ 
did. 

But  I  will  do  as  I  tan  t  I  hope  the  will  not 
fnifcoTiftrud  what  I  ihall  dow  I  am  fure  I  will 
never  fail  to  her  (by  God*s  grace)  becaufe  I 
know  how  tenderly  he  loved  her^  though  I  aqi 
apt  to  think  n6w>  fhe  returned  it  not  in  love  to  a 
degree  I  once  thought  ihe  had  for  him>  and  that 
fure  he  merited  from  her.  But  we  are  not  loved 
moft  always  by  thofe  we  love  beft :  (he  is  very 
Engaging  where  and  when  fiie  pleafes;  but  enough 
ofthis. 

I  will  make  no  anfwer  to  that  part  of  your  let^ 
ter,  where  you  exprefs  fom^  refentment  at  the 
joyning  hands  fay  another  than  yourfelf.  I  had 
no  part  in  it,  but  the  difappointment  of  not  fee^^ 
ing  Dodor  FitZi,  on  a  day  I  thought  I  (hould. 
When  I  he^rd  who  wHs  to  do  it^  I  did  conclude 
they  thought  the  Delan  woald  be  difobligcd  by 
laying  him  afide/  bdng.in  his  parifh.  I  let  palS 
the  wsfortunes  fallen  on  .another  Dean^,  or  ra- 
ther on  his  pariQiioners ;  but  God  is  the  fupremc 

to  bring  him  up ;  he  was  found  with  his  throat  cut,  not 
without  fufpicion  of  Tiis  being  muriered  in  the  Tower, 
t3  July,  1683,  the  morning  of  Lord  Rulleirs  trial,  againft 
whom  this  circumdance  was  uled  as  an  argument  to  prove 
the  truth  of  the  cunfpiracy,  aod  condemn  him. 

Z  pallor. 
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ftta        paftor,  who  Hill  lives,  and  to  him  vre  may  ftiff 

go,  fliould  we  be!  bereaved  of  alt  others^ 

I  hear  hy  my  filler  Motuitague*  (be  found  a 

fickly  family  at  Paris ;  her  daughter  in  a  Ian-* 

gui&ing  condition,  worn'  to  nothing  almoft  with 

a  fever,  which  has  hung  about  her  for  thefe  laft 

fix  weeks  ;  the  doQors  apprehend  a  heftick^  but* 

youth,  I  hope,  will  overcome  it, 

I  have  fent  you  the  ICazettes,  Doftor,  though 

they  will  be  fo  old,  all  the  ufe  of  them  will  be  to 

pra6life  your  French  tongue. 

I  am,  with  great  fincerity. 

Your  faithfull  friend  to  ferve  you, 

R.  RUSSELL. 
11  Jrdy,  1686. 

Sir  William  Coventry  t  left  a  noble  charity 
i^hen  he  died,  2000I.  to  the  French  refugees, 
and  3000I.  to  redeem  Oaves.  His  four  ex« 
ecutors  arc,  Harry  Savil,  James  and  Harry 
Thin,  which  are  two  brothers  of  the  Lord 
Weymouth,  and  Frank  Coventry,  his  ne- 
phew. He  died  at  Tunbridge,  and  was  bu- 
ried at  Penthurft. 

^  Elizabeth,  married  to  the  Eatl,  afterwards  (1705^ 
Qluke  of  Mountague. 

t  'A  man  hearty  for  the  Frote(bnt  religion  and  intenft 
#f  England,  and  had  a  perfed  knowledge  of  affairs. 


LET- 
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LETTER    XXXVI. 

1.ADT  RUSSSLL  TO  Dr.  FiTZWILLIAM. 

Good  Doctor^ 

AM  fure  my  heart  is  filled  vith  the  obligation^ 
))oW  ill  foever  my  words  may  exprefs  it,  for  all 
thofe  hours  you  have  fet  apart  (in  a  bufy  life)  for 
my  partictilar  benefit,  for  the  quieting  my  dif- 
traded  thoughts,  and  reducing  them  to  a  juft 
meafure  of  patience  for  all  I  have  or  can  fuffer. 
I  truft  I  fhall  with  diligence,  and  fome  fuccefs, 
ferve  thofe  ends  they  were  defigned  to.  They 
have  very  pun£lually,  the  time  you  intended  them 
for,  the  lad  two  fheets  coming  to  my  hands  the 
1 6th  of  this  fatal  months  *tis  the  2i(t  compleats 
my  thttc  years  of  (rue  forrow,  which  fliould  be 
turned  rather  into  joy,  as  you  have  laid  it  before 
me,  with  reafons  ftrongly  maintained,  and  rarely 
illuftrated.  Sure  he  is  one  of  thofe  has  gained 
by  a  difmilfion  from  a  longer  attendance  here : 
while  he  lived  his  being  pleafed  led  me  to  be  fo 
too,  and  fo  it  fliould  do  ftill ;  and  then  my  foul 
Ihould  be  full  of  joy ;  I  (hould  be  eafy  and  chear- 
ful,  but  it  is  fad  and  heavy  ;  fo  little  we  dillin* 
guifli  how,  and  why  we  love,  to  me  it  argues  a 
a  prodigious  fondnes  of  one*s  felf ;'  I  am  impa- 
tient that  is  hid  from  me  I  took  delight  in,  though 
he  knows  much  greater  than  he  did  here.     All  I 

Z  a  can 
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1686.  ^^"  ^^y  ^^^  myfelf  is,  that  while  we  are  cloathe(f 
with  fleih,  to  the  perfcftcft,  fomc  difpleafure  will 
attend  a  fepar&tioh  from  thihgs  we  love.  This 
comfort  I  think  I  have  in  my  affli£lion,  that  I  can 
fay,  unlefs  thy  law  had  been  my  delight,  I  flionld 
have  perifhed  in  my  trouble^  The  rifing  from 
the  dead  is  a  glorious  contemplation,  Do8or! 
nothing  raifes  a  drooping  fpirit  like  it  2  his  holy 
fpirit  in  the  mean  time,  fpeaking  peace  to  our 
confciences,  and  through  all  the  gloomy  fadnefs 
of  our  condition,  letting  us  difcern  that  we  be* 
long  to  the  ele£lion  of  grace,  that  our  perfons 
are  accepted  and  juftified*  But  ft  ill  I  will  hum«> 
ble  myfclf  for  my  own  fins,  and  thofe  of  our  fa* 
milys,  that  brought  fuch  a  day  on  us. 
-  I  have  been  under  more  than  ordinary  care  for 
my  eldeft  girl ;  ihe  has  been  ill  of  St«  Anthony's 
fire,  as  we  call  it,  and  is  not  yet  free  from  il.  I 
had  a  do£lor  down  with  her,  but  he  found  her  fo 
likely  to  do  well  he  ftaid  only  one  day*  I  have 
fent  you  thefe  Gazettes,  and  will  fend  no  more,  for 
I  reckon  you  will  be  in  your  progrefs  of  vifits. 

I  wiih  with  you  Lord  Campdcn  would  marr)'  j 
but  I  want  Skill  to  prevail  by  what  I  can  fay.  I 
hope  I  need  employ  none  to  pcfrfuade  Dr.  Fitz* 
William  that  I  am  very  acknowledging,  and  very 
lincerely 

His  friend  and  fcrVant, 
:i8  Jtt/;'>  i68d.  R.  RUSSELL. 

LET. 
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LETTER    XXXVIL 
Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwxlliam. 

A  CAN  divine  no  more  than  youffelf,  good  Doc- 
tor, why  a  letter  writ  the  i8th  of  July  fliould 
come  to  you  before  one  that  was  writ  the  1 3th ; 
they  went  from  hence  in  order>  I  am  very  fure. 
I  anfwer  your's  as  foon  as  I  can,  and  yet  not  foon 
enough  to  find  you  at  Cotenham,  as  I  gueft,  be- 
ing you  fay  you  intend  to  be  at  Windfor  the 
middle  of  September,  and  the  greateft  part  of  the 
interval  at  Hereford ;  and  I  remember  you  have 
in  a  former  letter  told  me,  you  intended  a  vifit  at 
Lord  Gainfborough's ;  fo  that  this  paper  being 
likely  to  be  a  wanderer,  and  fo  in  hazard  ^of  not 
coming  to  you  at  all  it  may  be,  I  will  not  charge 
it  with  thofe  letters  you  afk  for;  they  are  too  va- 
luable to  me  to  be  ventured,  efpecially  fince  mine 
loiter  fo  by  the  way ;  therefore  I  will  hear  again 
from  you  before  I  fend  them,  with  jparticular  di- 
re^ons  where  they  fhall  come  to  you.  1  read 
with  fome  contentment,  Do6lor,  that  as  either  to 
fpeak  or  write  a  compliment  would  ill  become 
you,  'tis  your  opinion  my  nature  is  ayerfe  to  be 
fo  treated.  It  is  fo  indeed,  if  I  know  myfelf  5 
and  I  thatik  you  for  your  juftice  to  me.  I  have 
long  thought  it  the  meaneft  inclination  a  man  can 
bgye,  to  be  very  folicjtous  for  the  pniifc  of  the 

2  3  world* 


AD. 


34a  LADY    RUSSELL^S 

^686*  world,  efpecially  if  the  heart  is  not  pure  before 
Go(L  'Tis  an  unfaithfulnefs  I  have  been  afraid 
of^  and  do  not  fear  to  fay  it  has  often  excited 
me  to  be  \vbat  I  found  good  people  thought  me. 
I  do  confefs  there  is  a  beauty  in  godlinefs, 
that  draws  our  love  to  thofe  we  find  it  in ;  and 
it  does  give  a  fecret  pleafure  to  have  that  attri- 
buted to  one's  *felf  that  one  finds  fo  charming  in 
another.  I  am  very  certain,  Do6lor,  your  judg-* 
ment  is  without  error,  that  the  fafteft  cement  of 
f riendfliip  is  piety.  One  may  love  paflionately, 
but  one  loves  unquictly,  if  the  friend  be  not  a 
good  man ;  and  when  a  feparation  comes,  what 
veneration  do  we  give  to  their  memory,  we  con- 
fider  as  lov'd  by  God  from  all  eternity  ! 

As  to  your  papers.  Sir,  I  would  not  by  any 
means  abufe  the  power  you  give  mcj  nor  can  I 
think  I  do  fo,  if  I  am  a  caufe  that  others  have  il 
in  their  power  to  try  the  fame  cordial  I  have 
found  comfortable  when  under  great  heavinefs 
of  heart.  I  have  read  thofe  books  you  have 
avoided  to  read,  and  mull  fay  as  you  doj^  the 
fame  matter  may  be  handled  feveral  ways.  In 
mixing  cordials  for  faint  fpirits,  we  often  make 
them  differ  in  the  taftc ;  yet  one  is  as  ufefuU  and 
effe£lual  as  the  other ;  perhaps  one  is  mod  fo  to 
the  one,  when  the  other  is  to  another  i  but  that 
is  not  known  till  both  try'd.  As  to  the  com^ 
monnefs  of  the  fubjeft,  why  Ihould  that  hinder? 
No  man  is  «t  al]  limes  laying  himfelC  Put  to  (he 
,    .  uttermoft 
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uttermoft  of  his  ability,  that  is,  in  treating  the  ^^• 
deepeft  points ;  yet,  if  fonns  fuch  work  ought  to 
be  publick  before  one  of  this  fort ;  I  will  not' be 
.contentious,  nor  tyrannical,  in  the  power  which 
is  in  my  hands,  becaufe  you  haye  given  it :  it 
would  be  an  unjuft  return  to  your  compofitions 
in  v^y  great  diftrcfs.  I  would  acquiefce,  and  be 
content  with  copys,  for  fuch  to  whom  I  wcmld 
recommend  the  reading  of  them  aifo.  I  will  tdl 
you  another  fcruple  juft  now  (as  I  write)  rifen 
in  my  thoughts,  and  therefore  not  at  all  digefted^ 
that  thou^  you  do  not  own  the  work  by  your 
name  before  it,  yet  the  author  feldom  fails  be- 
ing known,  and  the  peculiar  occafion,  when  there 
is  one.  Whether  the  politic  part  were  good  then 
in  the  publiihing  of  it,  'tis  advifeable  to  confidepr 
of  perhaps?  And  pray  do  fo^  and  not  from  a 
quicknefs  of  mind  anfwer  me  prefently ;  you  put 
it  not  in  ballance  when  the  defign  is  to  ferve  one 
you  profefs  a  particular  refped  to.  But  rememi- 
ber  my  end  is  ferved,  ^nd  theirs,  we  know,  may 
be  fo  too  I  thofe  we  know  not,  will  be  the  lolers* 
This  is  my  higheft  objedion,  and  what  I  will  not 
too  ^aiiJy  pais  over.  We  live  in  di^cult  times. 
God  in  mercy  fit  each  one  for  bis  lot.  My  leu 
ters  lye  ready,  and  fome  prayers  you  fent  with 
the  firft  papers. 

My  fitter  Alington  we  have  kept  dill  here  s  flie 

direatens  to  leave  us  every  we^«    Rachel  is  very 

WCU  again;  I  ^r«  to  bUft  Cod  (or  ic    My 
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16^  fifter's  girl  is  recovering.  Our  news  letters  fay 
her  Lord  has  a  new  friendifaip  with  Lord  Dwby  s 
but  nothing  is  Ilrange  in  fuch  as  follow  courts. 

Not  knowing  the  fate  of  this  letter,  I  will  add 
no  more  froni. 

Good  Do3or, 
Your  obliged  friend  and  fervant, 
WobameAbly,  ^.  RySS^LJ-, 

42  Avguft^  168^^ 


LETTER  xxxvirr, 

Dr.  FiTzwiLLiAM  TO  Lady  Russell, 

JL  cannot,  very  honour*d  and  good  Madam^ 
be  better  pleafed  than  when  I  am  doing  any  fer- 
vice  for  my  friends,  efpecially  in  that  way  where 
no  pQwer  of  man  can  render  me  unferviceable 
while  it  permits  me  to  breathe,  in  adminiftring  ta 
their  fpiritual  eRate ;  becaufe  this  is  doing  God 
fervice,  and  glorifying  my  great  Matter  while  I 
can  bring  any  one  foul  forward  to  glory. 

Certainly  to  be  able  to  comfort  and  refrefh  any 
fad  dejefted  fpirits  in  a  dark  and  gloomy  day  of 
trouble,  or  to  aid  fuch  an  one  to  fubmit  with  pa- 
tience, if  the  refigniiig  or  offering  up  itfelf  with 
chearfiilnefs  cannot  be  effeQed^  to  God^s  cpr- 
re£lion,  which  is  fo  oft*  mifapprehended  for  the 
mark  of  his  difpleafurtj  is  to  make  the  paflage 
caCer  to  another  Ufe^  and  confeqiiently  to  affifl; 

fucl^ 
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fuch  an  one  in  his  journey  towards  the  happy  ^^j 
ftate  of  that,  when  all  the  difcouragements  on  the 
road  thither,  are  either  removed,  or  much  le£* 
fened.  If  then  that  which  I  fent  you  aflwaged 
the  pain  of  the  wound,  by  pouring  any  oil  into 
it  5  or  if  it  help'd  you  to  bear  the  fmart  of  it 
with  contentednefs,  while  the  return  of  the  feafon 
opened  it  afrelh,  and  your  fenfe  of  it,  I  cannot 
but  from  fuch  a  reQeBion,  that  any  performance 
of  mine  contributed  to  the  eafe  or  the  courage  of 
a  perfon  whom  I  regard  fo  much,  and  ought  to 
do  fo ;  for  whofe  welfare  I  am  fo  follicitous,  and 
fllould  be  culpable  if  I  were  lefs,  reap  a  great 
deal  of  fatisfaflion.  The  fhorteft  method  oF 
gaining  this  contentednefs  in  all  the  ft  ages  of  our 
lives  we  are  to  pafs  through,  is  to  love  God  with 
all  our  hearts  and  fouls,  and  to  love  nothing 
here  below,  even  what  He  allows  us  to  love  with 
the  tendereft  affe£kion,  but  in  Him^  and  for  Him  ; 
and  then  we  cannot  complaiA  of  his  taking  away 
the  objefi  on  which  we  w^re  enamour*d,  from 
our  fruition,  when  it  was  only  He  we  IqvM  and 
enjoyed  in  it;  and  Him  we  may  Aill  enjoy^ 
though  we  are  difpoflefled  of  that^  becaufe  He  is 
ever  with.  qs.  And  becaufe  the  objed  may  be 
fuch  we  qiay  ?njoy  again,  of  which  nature  all  our 
friends  are^^  who  are  taken  out  of  the  fight  of  our 
^yes;  for  this  end  we  are  therefore  to  exprefs 
i)ttr  lov£  toward?  Qod»  in  afpiring,  in  thirfting  af- 
ter s^  more  immediate  aqd  intimate  fruition  of 

Him 
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f«4  Him  than  this  life  affords,  that  we  may  in  Him 
again  enjoy  thofe  we  are  feparated  from.  This 
is  the  great  argument  of  confolation  that  Su  Cy- 
prian makes  ufe  of  againft  the  fear  of  death,  in 
his  treatife  of  Mortality,  that  it  will  bring  us  to 
the  fight  and  fruition  of  a  number  of  friends,  who 
have  preceded  us,  taking  a  fhorter  or  earlyer 
<ourfe  to  happinefs  than  we  have  done. 

I  have  a  Meditation  on  this  fubje&  fitted  to  my 
own  ufe,  and  fince  difpofed  to  the  ufe  of  two 
other  friends,  for  it  was  defigned  to  ferye  mor^ 
than  myfelf,  which  I  may  take  fome  opportunity 
of  tranfcribing,  and  fending  to  you.  In  the  mean 
time^  and  in  all  feafbns,  I  will  ever  continue, 
with  my  prayers  for  you  and  yours. 

Very  good  and  honoured  Maxlam, 
Your  moil  bmnble. 

And  faithfully  devoted  fervant, 

J.  FITZWILLIAM, 

Chilton,  Augufi  t%th^ 

I  know  not  how  it  happened  that  your  letter  to 
,  me  was  poflponcd  fo,  that  Lady  Gainibo« 
rough  had  received  a  letter  from  you  of  con^ 
gratulation,  before  I  could  acquaint  her  with 
your  intention  to  dofo.  Lady  G.  your  niece, 
Mrs.  Napier,  are  your  very  humble  iervantir. 
*rhe  lafl  is  like  to  be  very  happy  in  a  hufband, 
if  I  am  not  grofly  miftaken :  I  am  fure  I  am 
not  that  he  is  ^  very  ingenious  and  weU-*iia« 
tured  man. 

LET^ 
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LETTER     XXXIX. 
Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam. 

X  AM  fo  perfuaded  of  Doftor  Fitzwilliam's  con^ 
cern  for  me  and  mine^  that  though  I  omitted  a 
report  at  the  end  of  the  week,  which  was  occa^ 
Coned  by  a  defire  to  get  all  the  time  alone  I 
-could,  which  is  but  a  little,  notwithftanding  I  ufe 
all  my  Ikill  to  get  more,  by  denying  to  fee  all 
•company ;  tho'  as  I  faid,  I  omitted  the  end,  I 
will  not  the  beginning,  to  tell  you  how  good  God 
has  been  to  me  in  the  perfon  of  my  child,  whofe 
eye  is  as  well  as  the  other.  '  I  (hall  another  time 
rely  the  more  on  Doftor  Lower's  judgmetit,  who 
flamed  eight  days,  and  it  was  fo  to  a  day.  I  hope 
this  has  been  a  forrow  I  (hall  profit  by ;  I  fhall, 
if  God  will  ftrengthen  my  feeble  refolves  to  rei- 
turn  him  a  continual  praife,  and  make  this  thfe 
feafon  to  chace  all  fecret  murmurs  from  griev- 
ing my  foul  for  what  is  paft,  letting  it  rejoice  ifi 
what  it  fhould  rejoice,  his  favour  to  me,  in  the 
bleffings  I  have  left,  which  many  of  my  better* 
^ant,  and  yet  have  loft  their  chiefeft  friend  alfd. 
But,  O  Doftor !  the  manner  of  my  deprivatioh  & 
yet  aftonifhing, 

•    1  muft  not  abide  on  this  fubjeB ;  I  had  your 
very  good  letter,  and  think  myfelf 
-   •  Your  obliged  friend  and  fervant, 

4(7S.i686,  R.  RUSSELL. 

LET^ 
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LETTER    XL. 
Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam. 


As 


^S  I  think  time  very  well  fpent  in  reading 
your  letters^  good  Do£tor3  I  am  ever  difpofed  to 
thank  you  for  them,  and  all  the  confolation  they 
bring  with  them^  the  excitations  to  all  good  di« 
reSlions  relating  to  praQice  or  contemplation,  by 
all  pious  arts,  feeking  a  cure  to  an  unhappy  crea- 
ture, and  faulty  in  giving  too  much  fcop^  to 
nature  and  paflion,  not  duly  confidering  the  great 
bleflings  God  dill  continued  to  me ;  for  that  muft 
^ave  foftened  the  Iharpnefs  of  other  thoughts, 
that  have  fubdued  me  but  tpo  abfolutely ;  yet  as 
you  exceedingly  will  remember  me,  1  might  rc*- 
flcQ  how  my  fon  was  raifed  in  my  great  day  of 
trouble,  and  that.  I  felt  lately  I  could  yet  be 
jnore  miferable,  if  the  evil  threatened  had  fallen 
on  another  beloved  child;  but  God  has  been 
gracious  to  me  in  healing  her  forrow,  and  I  will 
endeavour  rcligioufly  to  perform  my  refoluticm, 
made  i|i  my  agonies  foi:  ber^i  of  fprne  ghearfuU 
.thankfulnefs« 

Your  laft,  Do8or,  I  received  Cnce  my  return 
to  Woborne ;  the  date  was  the  lOth  08ober.  I 
have  been  the  lefs  quick  in  my  anfwer^  from 
fome  expeftation  if  you  came  to  London,  I 
Jhould  he^r  again  from  you  i  but  I  tWnk  your 

ufual 
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litual  lime  is  not  till  November,  and  that  is  tocT      ^^ 
long  to  ftay,  to  fend  this  to  Windfor. 

I  will  not  argue  about  the  fheets  of  paper^ 
fince  there  can't  well  be  any  determination,  till 
Jrou  have,  I  guefs,  thofe  papers  you  once  ordered 
to  be  fent  to  you  to  Cotenham  i  but  your  letter 
tame  not  fo  timely  for  me  to  think  fit  to  fend 
ibcm,  by  reaibn  of  your  journey  to  Hereford-i 
fbire.  I  am  very  folicitous  you  fliould  be  fafe 
in  the  firft  place ;  and  then  'tis  fit  to  wilh  all 
good  people  all  the  benefit  they  can  have  by  the 
pious  labours  of  fuch  as  are  bleft  with  gifts  to 
prepare  it  for  them.  Alas !  Do6ior,  I  am  as  fat 
as  yourfelf  can  be  from  imagining,  that  any  the 
moft  forward  to  take  his  life  (in  whofe  all  thd 
innocent  delights  of  mine  were  bound)  had  the 
baft  thought  to  embitter  mine ;  or  indeed  thought 
of  me  at  all.  The  point  in  that  kind  is  no  mofe^ 
as  I  conceive  it^  than  the  fenfe  of  an  bfficioufnefs 
to  one  that  fo  fadly  laments  what  they  would  haver 
ell  rejoiced  at ;  but  this  is  a  matter  fo  far  fought 
for,  that  I  think  there  is  nothing  in  it,  and  the  lefs 
from  the  acquaintance,  which  is  fo  .hotorioufly 
known,  and  your  dependence  once  upon  my  fa-> 
then  I  will  let  it  reft  this  time,  with  my  hearty 
wiOies,  you  may  advife  and  chufe  beft  in  this  and 
all  other  concerns :  I  do  it  as  one  very  fincerelyg 
Your  affectionate  friend  to  ferve  you, 

R.  RUSSELL* 
Woborm  Abby,  aj  0&.  1686. 

I  have 
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tmi  ^  ^^^  ^^^  received  a  letter  from  Lady  GaitfCf 
borough^  as  furprizing  as  any  thing  of  that 
kind  can  be  to  one.  'Tis  to  tell  me  that  Lord 
Camden  vas  come  from  his  filler  Digby'Sp.  th0 
night  before,  to  aOc  his  father's  leave  to  marry 
the  Lord  Brook's  eldeft  daughter''^»  and  was 
returning  in  haft  to  accomplilh  it.  My  Lady 
indeed  writ  to  me»  as  long  ago  as  when  they 
were  entertaining  the  King  at  Portfmouth^  that 
a  Warwickftire  Knight  had  writ  to  her  Lord 
to.propofe  this  young  lady  to  his  fon»  but  I  ex-* 
pe6ted  no  other  eSt&  from  itj  than  has  been 
from  fo  many  other  motions  of  that  kind ;  how- 
ever, the  wife  man  (ays,  there  is  a  time  for  aU 
things*  I  am  certain  there  can  be  none  in 
which  I  do  not  wifli  their  mother's  jchiUhreQ 
happy  as  my  own.  I  think  myfelf  hu^y* 
obliged  to  my  Lady  in  taking  care  1  may  not 
have  all  the  advertifements  from  a  newfpaper» 
or  the  hand  of  thofe  as  little  concerned^  as  I 
had  now,  and  happened  to  open  h  before  hers^ 
not  knowing  it,  the  fuperfcnption  not  being 
her  hand.  'Twas  a  matter  fo  unlookt  for  by 
me,  it  gained  no  credit^  till  I  read  my  Lady'a 
own  letter. 

•  Wriothcfley  Baptift,  Lord  Camden,  fon  to  Edward 
Earl  of  Gainflborough,  by  Lady  Elrz,  Wriothcfley  ;  mar- 
ried Catharine,  daughter  to  Fulk  Grevitle,  Lord  Brook. 
Catharine,  fitter  to  William  Earl  (afterwards  Duke}  of 
Bedford,  was  married  to  Robert,  father  of  Fulk  Lord  Bmok^ 

LET- 
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LETTER    XLI. 

Lady  Russsll  to  Dr.  Fitzwixliam. 

X  DO  not  Iove»  good  Do£br»  to  let  your  letters 
lye  by  me  unanfwered.  I  ever  find  much  in  them 
diat  exprefles  my  obligation  to  you,  and  as  foon 
inclines  me  to  be  faying  fomething  by  the  way 
of  thankfulnefs.  The  gratefulnefs  I  can  make, 
I  am  perfuaded,  is  to  do  myfelf  good,  by  letting 
into  my  foul  deep  impreffions  of  thofe  neceflary 
dutys  you  fo  elegantly  urge.  I  do  prbmife  you 
my  endeavours,  and  aflure  you,  you  treat  me  as 
I  would  be  treated.  All  the  fault  I  can  find  is 
in  your  apologies;  they  are  too  hiimble  towards 
yourfelf  in  the  miftrufts  of  your  proceeding.  In- 
deed, Dodor,youob{erve  too  pun£lually  refpe6ls 
to  err  on  the  one  hand,  and  are  too  ftout  and 
jKn'cere  a  Chriftian  to  do  it  on  the  other,  fo  that 
'tis  fafe  to  be  under  your  condu£^.  If  high  qua« 
lity  fhuts  out  a  freedom  in  thofe  cafes,  I  blcfs  the 
goodnefs  of  God  I  am  out  of  that  exalted  rank» 
for  I  would  chufe  to  be  told  my  fmalleft  errors. 

I  jqin  ray  wiflies  mod  fincerely  with  yours  for 
^he  profperity  of  Lord  C^nden,  and  that  hi3 
bappinefs  in  marriage  may  exceed  his  expeSa- 
tion.  Some  years  paft  I  fhould  have  been  migh- 
tily pleafed  at  the  double  relation  this  marriage 
^ives  me  to  him,  but  there  is  a  ttdin  in  the  father 

can 
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^J**  can  never  be  walht  ofFto  my  fight.  I  am  forty 
for  it ;  however,  that  will  not  leflen  my  refpeft 
to  the  young  lady^  ^nd  efpecially  when  (he  is  m/ 
nephew^s  wife.  I  hear  from  all  but  himfdf  he  is 
a  trartfpbrttd  lover.  I  feJtr  he  will  be  goiie  be- 
fore I  get  to  London ;  I  fear  it»  becauCe  I  could 
be  content  to  fee  him  finee  his  inflexibility  is 
conquered.  My  filler  Alington,  I  hear  has  much 
of  his  company  s  I  doubt  not  but  0ie  has  fome 
of  yours  alfoi.  More  difcourfe  of  the  papers  is 
deferred  till  we  meet,  which,  if  God  permit^  may 
be  under  three  weeks,  or  thereabouts* 
tQ  Nov^  i686« 


LETTER    %U\, 

Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam^ 

Nothing  lefs  fatal  than  what  happened  lalt 
week  in  my  poor  fitter's  fattiily,  I  think,  fliould 
have  kept  me,  I  am  fure  not  willingly,  from  writ- 
ing to  yoQ,  good  DoQof ;  but  you  wilt  not  woi^ 
der  I  found  no  time  for  fuch  aii  e^cercife  as  this, 
when  you  know  it  has  been  the  will  of  God  to 
take  the  life  of  her  eldeft  fon*,  after  lying  ill  of 
^  fever  eight  days.  I  believe  flie  takes  it  heavily, 
for  truly  I  have  not  feen  her  fince  the  child  died 

.   *  Ralphi  fon  to  Ralph  and  Elizabeth  Montagu^  died 
atout  twelve  years  old* 
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tm  Sunday  morning,  and  her  Lord  and  herfelf  ^^^ 
vent  on  Saturday  night  to  Lady  Harvey's  ♦•  She 
gave  me  her  girl  to  take  home  to  me ;  the  other 
boy  being  then  feveriffa  alfo,  continues  in  the 
houfe.  Now  my  own  fad  tryals  making  me  know 
how  mean  a  comforter  I  can  be,  I  think  my 
beft  fervice  is  to  take  fome  care  of  her  two  chil- 
dren, who  are  both  well  now,  and  hope  God  will 
be  pleafed  to  keep  them  fo,  and  teach  her  to  be 
content.  God  fhould  place  his  creatures  where  he 
knows  'tis  beft  for  them  to  be,  and  when  'tis  beft 
for  us,  we  Ihall  go  to  them,  but  they  muft  not 
come  back  to  us,  who  remain  to  ftruggle  in  an 
unquiet  world,  in  all  appearance  ;  yet  God's  hand 
is  not  fliortened  that  he  cannot  fave ;  however, 
if  he  will  not  here,  he  will  hereafter,  if  we  pa- 
tiently wait  the  day  of  confolation  that  will  en- 
dure for  ever.  Joyn  your  fervent  prayers  with 
my  weak  and  cold  ones,  good  DoBor,  that  no  fe-> 
cret  murmurs  of  heart  may  ftand  between  me,  and 
hinder  my  hopes  of  the  admirable  comforts  of  that 
great  day,  for  which  my  mourning  foul  longs. 
%  The  poor  Princefs  is  wonderfull  fad  I  hear  t. 
•Tis  faid  the  King  is  not  pleafed  with  the  Envoy 
A  a  Extra- 

•  Lady  Harvey,  Eliz.  daughter  of  Edward  (father  of 
Ralph)  Lord  Montague*  was  married  to  Sir  Daniel  Har- 
vey, Knt.  Ambaflador  to  Conftantinople. 

+  Princefs  Ann,  married  to  Prince  George,  ad  fon  of 
Frederic  IlL  King  of  Denmark,  in  .1683.    Tbey  had 

four 
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^»  Extraordiimry  the  States  are  fending  oyer;  he  is 
one,  it  feems,  entirely  in  the  intereft  of  the  Prince. 
The  Chief  Juftice  Benefield*  died  faddenly  in 
the  church  laft  Sunday ;  and  a  Matter  in  Chan- 
cery did  fo  fince,  but  I  do  not  know  his  name. 
I  muft  defire  you  once  more  to  write  how  to 
dire€k  my  letters,  for  the  laft,  which  was  to  fend 
them  on  Thurfday  is  fo  blotted,  I  fear  to  miftake, 
therefore  this  is  by  the  poft  to  aflure  you  I  am, 
very  faithfully, 

Your  friend  and  fervant, 

9  February,  1686-7,  R.  RUSSELL. 

AJh  Wtintjiay. 

feur  daughters,  and  two  Tons,  who  all  died  yoang — Lady 
Mary,  bom  2  June,  1685,  and  Lady  Anne  Sophk,  bom 

10  May,  1686;  the  laft  died  Feb.  a,  1686*7  ;  and  the 
other,  Feb.  8 :  William,  Duke  of  Gloucefter,  a  very  \sx^ 
ful  Prince,  born,  in  1689,  died  in  1 700 :  Prince  Geoige  of 
Denmark,  with  whom  Ihe  lived  in  matchlefs  love  and  con* 
tent,  died,  to  her  unfpeakable  grief,  in  Od.  1708 ;  a  Prmce 
unlverfally  beloved  and  lamented.— J/i^,  if  the  Royal  Fa* 
tnily.  Queen  Anne,  who  during  the  vtdiole  courfe  of  her 
marriage  had  been  a  moft  tender  and  affefiionate  wife  to 
him,  in  his  laft  illnefs,  which  lafted  fome  years,  would  ne- 
ver leave  his  bed,  but  fat  up  fometimes  half  the  night  in 
bed  with  him,  with  fuch  care  and  concern,  that  fhe  was 
looked  on  very  defervedly  as  a  pattern  of  conjugal  aftdion. 
She  was  alfo  a  piudent  indulgent  mother*  TindA 

t  Benefield,  probably  Sir  Henry  Bedingfield,  Lord  Chief 
Juftice  of  the  Conunon  Pleas. 

Lord 
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Lord  NcwpcMt*  gave  up  his  ftaiF  on  Tuefday.  ^^'^' 
The  Gazette  this  day  fays  Lord  Waldegrave 
has  the  Lord  Mainard's;  and  Lord  Yar- 
mouth t  Newport's  ftafF.  Prince  Ge6rge 
is  ill  of  a  fever.  Both  the  children  were 
opened ;  the  eldeft  was  all  confumed,  but 
the  youngeft  very  founds  and  likely  to  live. 


LETTER     XLIIL 
Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam. 

1  MUST  keep  ftill  to  Friday,  fince  I  have  not  a 
new  dire6don  from  you,  as  I  afked  by  the  poft 
laft  week.  I  will  not  repeat  the  fad  intelligence 
I  gave  you  then,  becaufe  I  am  fure  you  cannot 
be  without  the  information  now. 

The  good  Princefs  has  taken  her  chafiifement 
heavily ;  the  firft  relief  of  that  forrow  proceeded 
from  thethreatning  of  a  greater,  the  Prince  being 
ill.  X  never  heard  any  relation  more  moving 
than  that  of  feeing  them  together.  Sometimes  they 
wept,  fometimes  they  mourned ;  in  a  word,  then 

♦  Francis  Lord  Newport,  afterwards  Earl  of  Bradford, 
married  Diana,  fifter  to  William  Earl  (Duke)  of  Bedford. 

+  William  Pafton,  Earl  of  Yarmouth,  Treafurer  of  the 
Houfehold,  married  the  Lady  Charlotte  Jemia  Henrietta 
Maria  Boyle,  or  Fitzroy,  natural  daughter  to  Charles  II. 
by  Elizabeth  Killegrcw. 

A  a  2  fate 


35«  LADY   AUSSELL'J 


A  ». 


fate  filent,  hand  in  hand ;  he  fick  in  his  bed,  and 
file  the  carefuUeft  nurfe  to  him  that  can  be  iina-> 
ginedi  As  foon  as  he  was  able,  they  both  went 
to  Richmond,  which  was  on  Tuefday  laft. 

My  fiftei*  continues  ftill  at  Lady  Harvey's, 
much  afflifled  at  her  lofs  i  it  feems  as  if  they 
would  not  return  again  at  this  time  to  Mon- 
tague-houfe,  but  take  fome  houfe  near  Windfor. 
Her  daughter  is  ftill  with  me,  but  the  boy  at 
Montague-houfe :  though  now  very  well,  he  is 
not  fuffered  to  go  further  than  the  next  room ; 
the  prefent  terrour  upon  lofs  of  the  other  has  oc- 
cafioned  more  care  for  him  than  was  neceffary. 
This  is  a  fine  lively  child ;  I  hope  God  will  fparc 
it  to  them  to  their  comfort,  and  not  in  wrath,  as 
fometimes  one  would  judge  children  are*  Wc 
little  know  what  we  earneftly  afk  for,  when  we  do 
fo  for  the  lives  of  children  or  friends. 

The  King  refufes  audience  to  Monfieur  Dyk- 
velt,  till  matters  are  adjufted  with  his  new  Em^ 
baflador  in  Holland,  for  he  has  not  had  his  yet* 
The  Minifters  have  been  to  vifit  this,  that  is^ 
Lord  Sunderland*  for  he  is  as  the  whole.  Every 
one  has  their  guefs  what  his  bufinefs  is,  but  all 
together  are  of  one  mind,  that  he  might  as  well 
have  ftay'd  away  for  any  advantage  he  will  have 
in  his  journey.      *Tis    fuppofed  Lord   Claren- 

•  Robert  Spencer,  Earl  of  Sunderland,  faid  to  be  the 
greateft  politician  of  his  age*  £nt.  Camp* 

don 
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don*  is  kept  in  Ireland  by  the  winds,  as  the  other  ^^j^; 
was  in  England.  There  is  great  aftonifhment 
annongft  that  people^  Lord  Ormond  yet  walking 
with  his  white  ftafFt.  The  reports  are  divers ; 
feme  fay  he  has  anfwered  the  queftion  unman* 
nerly ;  but  the  King  told  him^  in  confideration  of 
his  age^  he  fhould  wear  his  ftalF;  others  are  apt 
to  think  he  will  be  abfent ;  and  more  are  of  this 
laft  opinion^  as  alfo  that  the  parliament  fhall  con- 
tinue ftill  to  be  prorogued.  The  Lord  Sunder^, 
land  faid  to  that  efTeft  a  few  days  ago ;  but  the 
words  of  minifters  are  not  eafily  underftood  in 
their  true  meaning. 

The  talk  is  great  that  France  will  early  in  the 
fpring  fall  into  Alface,  but  my  French  friends 
will  not  allow  it ;  they  agree  he  would  fain  make 
a  peace  of  the  truce,  and  fright  them  into  it,  (if 
nothing  elfe  will  do)  with  the  threats  of  a  war, 
yet  will  engage  in  none.         I  am,  Sir, 

Your  real  friend,  all  the  fad  life  of 
>8  Fth.  1686-7.  R.  RUSSELL. 

*  Henry  Hide,  Earl  of  Clarendon,  difplaced ;  Earl  of 
Tyrconnel  made  Lord  Deputy  of  Ireland* 

t  Duke  of  Ormond  was  Steward  qf  the  Houfehold  ;  he 
died  26  July,  1688,  eminent  for  zeal,  loyalty,  and  fidelity. 
His  fon,  Thomas  Earl  of  Odbry,  honoured  and  adeemed  by 
all  for  his  courage,  virtue,  and  many  excellent  qualities, 
died  1679 ;  by  his  lady,  Amelia  de  Naifau,  he  left  feveral 
children ;  his^  elded  daughter  Elizabeth,  was  married  to 
James  Stanley,  Earl  of  Derby.  He  defended  his  father's 
condud  in  parliament  with  fpirit  and  fuccef$. 

Aa  3  LET* 
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LETTER    XLIV. 

Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam. 

jL  here  is  fo  much  reafon,  Doftor,  to  think 
that  time  well  fpent  is  fo  in  reading  your  excel- 
lent letters,  that  'tis  time  loft  to  fpend  any  in 
telling  you  I  efteem  it  to  fuch  a  height,  I  fliall 
be  very  defeftive  in  expreffing,  if  I  went  about 
it.  But  you  muft  conclude  one  knows  nothing 
of  good  or  bad,  and  is  contented  with  that  fordid 
ignorance,  before  you  can  believe  what  you  write 
is  read  with  indifference ;  and  fince  you  have 
conceived  better  thoughts  of  me,  I  will  hope  (not- 
withftanding  my  many  frailties)  you  will  never 
find  caufe  to  let  them  fink  fo  low  as  to  doubt 
whether  I  ufe  fome  ftri£l  care  to  be  prepared  for 
all  future  events,  and  to  receive  with  thankful- 
nefs  the  council  and  inftruftion  of  good  and  wife 
men,  whofe  friendfliip,  zeal,  and  compaffion  dif- 
pofe  them  with  painfull  labour  and  pious  arts,  to 
win  us  to  that  is  infinitely  beft  for  us.  I  often 
think,  could  but  this  fingle  particular  be  fixt 
firmly  in  our  hearts,  that  God  knows  where  'tis 
beft  to  place  his  creatures,  and  is  good  to  all, 
delighting  not  to  punifh  what  he  has  made^  bow 
eafily  and  fafely  could  we  live  by  rule,  and  de- 
fpife  the  world  j  not  as  perhaps  I  do,  becaufe  I 
cannot  recover  what  was  a  perpetual  blifs  to  me 

here. 
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here^  but  as  oonfidering  we  are  Grangers  and  pil-       ^^ 
grims  upon  earth,  travelling  to  a  better  country^ 
and  therefore  may  well  bear  with  bad  accommo^ 
dations  fometimes  in  our  way  to  it.    None  are  fo 
dealt  with,  I  believe,  as  not  to  live  fome  days  of 
joy,  yet  we  can  lay  no  claim  to  do  fo,  nor  are  the 
happyeft  here  below  without  tafting  the  bitter  cup 
of  affliQion  at  fome  time  of  their  life :  fo  imper^ 
fe£l  is  this  ftate,  and  doubdefs  wifely  and  merci- 
fully ordered  fo,  that  through  all  the  changes  and 
chances  of  this  mortal  life,  we  may  be  the  moft 
apt  to  thruft  forward  towards,  and  in  the  end 
(with  inexpreffible  joy)  attain,  that  ftate,  where^ 
as  you  exprefs  it,  we  fhall  feel  no  more  ftorms^ 
but  enjoy  a  perpetual  calm.   What  can  be  more ! 
The  thought  clafps  one's  heart,  and  caufes  tho 
hnprifoned  foul  to  long  to  take  her  flight !    But 
'tis  our  duty  to  wait  with  patience  each  of  us  our 
appointed  time. 

My  lifter  is  juft  now  at  Mr.  Winwood's,  by 
Windfor;  when  flie  comes  back,  I  fliall  make 
her  know  how  much  you  have  confider'd  her ; 
and  I  pray  pod  to  lay  it  clofe  to  her  heart,  that 
flie  may  retire  into  the  ftrengths  of  grace,  the 
more  fincerely  flie  is  aflaulted  with  difcomfita 
here.  She  has  a  fine  lovely  boy  left.  The  poor 
Princefs  continues  ftill  at  Richmond,  too  fad  I 
fear. 

Monfieur  Dykvelt  had  his  audience  on  Mon- 
day, and  was  retired  with  the  King  half  an  ho\ir 
Aa  4  in 
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f^^  in  his  clofet.  He  is  allowed  to  be  a  man  of  paru 
.  and  integrity :  what  his  bufinefs  is,  every  one  i$ 
left  to  his  own  guefs  as  yet  *. 

Lord  Clarendon  landed  on  Monday  laft :  'tis 
affirmed  the  new  governour  lays  heavy  weight  on 
him,  as  that  he  leaves  the  people  under  great  dif- 
couragements,  occafioned  by  the  fad  ftorys  he  has 
told  them,  and  ufing  all  arguments  to  bring  them 
•  away  by  whole  familys ;  that  in  a  little  time  he 
did  not  doubt  to  reaffure  them,  when  they  would 
be  made  fenfible  no  harm  was  meant  to  them. 

The  King  is  marrying  the  Lady  Mary  Tudor 
to  one  Mr.  Radcliffet,  a  gentleman  of  great 
eilate  in  the  North,  and  ancient  family ;  a  papift. 

Sir  John  Talbot  is  to  be  made  a  Lord  prc- 
fently :  the  King  fays  he  finds  him  to  be  a  gen- 
tleman of  better  underftanding  than  almoft  any 
he  knows  in  England,  and  judges  him  to  be  a 
perfon  of  integrity ;  which  is  more  than  can  be 
pronounced  of  Mr.  Jenkyns  J  of  the  North,  heir 
to  an  eftate  of  1200  pounds  per  annunu 

•  Dykvclt's  inffaruftions  were  drawn  up  by  Dr.  Bumet. 
Htflory  of  his  own  Ttmis^page  708. 

+  Sir  Francis  Ratcliff,  of  Dilfton,  Northumberland^ 
married  the  Lady  Mary  Tudor,  natural  daughter  to 
Charles  IL  by  Mary  Davis.  He  was  created  Eaxl  of 
Derwentwater,  March,  1687-8, 

X  Toby  Jenkins,  Efq.  of  Grimfton,  Yorkfliire,  married 
Lady  Elizabeth  Pawlet,  yoongeft  daughter  of  Charles  Mar- 
quis of  Winchefter  (afterwards  Duke  of  Bohon\  Lady 
Mary  died  unmarried.  Brit.  Comp. 

He 


LETTERS.  86i 

He  was  accufed  as  the  author  of  Lady  Mary  ^^ 
Pawlet's  grievous  misfortune,  but  with  great  affe- 
verations  he  denied  it  to  perfons  of  the  bed 
quality  that  were  concerned  for  her;  yet  now 
owns  himfelf  her  hufband  more  than  a  year  paft. 
Enough  of  fo  bad  a  ftory.  Lord  Northampton 
on  Monday  laft  prefented,  on  the  Bilhop's  behalf^ 
a  petition  to  the  King,  to  which  there  is  yet  n0 
anfwen  The*  petition  contained  no  more  than 
f  xprefling  a  deep  fenfe  of  lying  under  the  King's 
difpleafure,  and  begging  that  might  be  taken  off. 
They  fay  a  declaration  will  prefently  come  out, 
to  fliew  the  King*s  difpenfing  power  t.  Mr.  Savil 

*  George  Compton,  Earl  of  Northampton,  nephew  to 
Henry  Biihop  of  London,  a  family  eminently  di(lingui(hed 
for  their  courage  and  loyalty  to  Charles  I.  and  IL  The 
Bifhop  (Bumet  fays)  applied  himfelf  more  to  his  function 
than  BiQ^ops  had  commonly  done  ;  he  was  an  humble  and 
modeft  man  (a  friend  to  the  revolution) ;  he  was  fufpended 
fit  officio  26  September,  1686,  by  the  High  Commiflion, 
for  refufing  to  fufpend  Dr.  John  Sharpe,  as  dire^ed  by  the 
King,  the  Dodor  having  preached  on  controverfial  points 
contrary  to  the  King's  letter  prohibiting  it.  The  Bifliop's 
petition  was  ineffeflual ;  his  fufpenfion  not  being  taken  oiF 
till  30  September,  1688.  Sharpe,  whom  Burnet  calls  a 
very  pious  man,  and  fays  he  read  his  fermons  with  much 
life  and  zeal,  was,  in  i69i>  confecrated  Archbifhop  of 
York. 

t  February  12,  i686-7f  a  proclamation  for  liberty  of 
fronfcience  in  Scotland.  April  4,  1687,  King  James  II. 's 
^f^dar^tioa  fufpending  the  penal  law$  and  teft. 

wa9 
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^aS*  ^^^  yeflrerday  morning  in  the  King's  clofet^ 
The  event  is  expefled.  Many  are  perfuaded  the 
French  King  is  bent  for  a&ion  this  fpring;  my 
French  friends  will  not  allow  iu  If  my  paper 
did  not  put  me  in  mind,  I  know  not  how  long  I 
fliould  have  rambled  on.  Room  muft  be  left  for 
all  hiy  good  things :  the  beft  turkey,  the  heft 
pork  and  che^fe  that  can  be  eat:  the  laft  bit  of 
pork  eat  laft  night.  This  as  not  lent«fare,  Do8or. 

25  February,  1686-7*  R.  RUSSELL. 


LETTER     XLV. 
Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitewillzam* 

^  ^  AlTHO'  I  take  your  life,  good  Doflor,  t<^ 
1687.  be  a  continual  doing  good  to  fouls,  and  am  very 
certain  you  would  not  exclude  mine  from  the  beft 
benefits  you  can  help  it  with ;  and  therefore  from 
the  general  courfe  of  your  aftions  do  rely  upon 
being  profited  by  your  precepts,  examples,  and 
pious  prayers ;  yet  I  know  myfelf  to  owe  you, 
as  one  you  have  diftinguilhed  from  others  by 
your  particular  labours,  to  make  my  forrowfuU 
foul  find  comfort  in  what  true  joys  arc  only  to 
be  found.  Therefore,  if  I  knew  how,  I  would, 
both  in  my  aftions  and  words,  make  my  acknow- 
ledgments diftinguifht  from  others.  I  know  of 
what  fort  they  are  you  would  like  beft ;  to  pre- 

ferve 
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Terve  nxyfelf  with  better  care  to  fecdve  thofe  ^g^^- 
ccmiforts  you  can  tnit  externally  adminifter,  with 
prayer,  that  God  by  his  good  fpirit  would  deal 
inwardly  in  our  hearts,  and  work  his  work  of 
grace  upon  us;  then  we  fhould  do  mighty  things. 
I  am  forry  for  my  unaptnefs,  and  fometimes  thinks 
that  certainly  in  my  more  pleafant  days,  I  lived 
as  if  I  knew  no  higher  delight,  and  'tis  that  makes 
my  feparation  ftill  fo  bitter  to  me,  that,  to  my 
ihame  and  forrow,  I  muft  confefs  to  you  my  heart 
leems  fo  bound  down  to  a  perpetual  fadnefs,  that 
^ven  the  folemnity  of  this  blefied  time,  which  calls 
for  oiir  moft  exalted  praifes,  could  not  ftir  it^ 
nor  yet  does  it  melt  at  the  meditations  of  my  dear 
Saviour's  fufFerirtg  for  finners ;  but  a  flood  of 
tears  are  ever  ready,  when  I  permit  the  leaft 
thought  of  my  calamity.  This  is  matter  of 
great  humiliation,  and,  I  hope,  I  make  it  fuch ; 
and  muft  reft  in  doing  the  duty,  till  God  fees  it 
fit  to  let  me  know  better  refrefhments,  and  taft 
of  thofe  joys  in  which  his  fervants  are  often  fo 
tranfported ;  but  I  will  wait  with  a  quiet  fub<- 
miflion. 

Here  has  appeared  no  great  changes  fince  you 
went ;  the  liberty  of  confciencc  is  fo  notorious  a 
matter,  I  meddle  not  with  it,  confining  myfelf  to 
lower  matters,  as  I  may  tell  you.  He  who  was 
Admiral  Herbert*  is  forbid  to  go  out  of  Eng- 
land. 

•  Arthur  Herbert,  created  Earl  of  Torrington,  1689,  by 
King  William  for  his  great  fcrvices  i  being  prefled  by 

King 
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^- ^-  land.  Mr,  Forefter,  who  has  been  in  Holland 
fome  confiderable  time^  is  fent  for  by  a  privy 
feal. 

There  is  a  flieet  of  paper  writ,  as  the  King  has 
faid,  by  DoAor  Burnet,  to  give  reafons  againft 
taking  away  the  teft.  It  is  hard  to  get ;  when  I 
have  it  you  (hall  fee  it.  Some  think  it  is  not 
Burnet's  ♦. 

The  Prince  and  Princefs  have  confented  to  fee 
him  no  more.  Lady  Rochefter  t  lyes  ftill  in  a 
languifbing  condition.  Lord  Peterborough  |  is 
declared  a  Roman  Catholic :  the  report  is,  two 
more,  the  Chancellor  §  and  Lord  Prefident  ||  will 
next  Sunday.  I  remember  no  more,  fo  leave  yoyi 
to  the  Gazette>  ever  continuing 

Your  real  friend  and  fervant, 
1  A^il,  1687.  R.  RUSSELL. 

King  James  II.  to  vote  the  repeal  of  the  Teft,  he  told  the 
King  that  he  could  not  do  It  in  honour  or  in  confcience ; 
and  though  he  was  poor  and  had  much  to  lofe  (having 
places  to  the  value  of  4000L  a  year)  yet  he  would  chufe  to 
lofe  them  all,  rather  than  comply.  He  was  accordingly 
deprived  of  his  commiffion,  and  went  to  Holland  to  the 
Prince  of  Orange. 

*  Burnet  wrote  the  reafons  againft  repealing  the  Teft^ 

t  Henrietta,  daughter  of  Richard  Boyle,  Earl  of  Burling-* 
ton  and  Corke,  wife  of  Lawrence  Hide,  Earl  of  Rochefter, 

X  Henry  Mordaunt,  Earl  of  Peterborough  ^  he  died 
without  iftiie  male,  1697. 

^  JefferieSt  |  Earl  of  Sunderland. 

LET. 
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LETTER    XLVL 
Lady  Russell  to  Dr<  Fitzwilliam^ 

JjY  Doftor  Fitzwilliam*s  letter  from  Windfof, 
I  have  a  demonftration  to  add  to  many  others^  i 
that  he  remembers  me  wherever  he  is.  A  piece 
of  paper  which  I  fcribbled  out  to  you,  lies,  I 
believe,  at  your  houfe  at  Cotenham.  However 
foolilh  a  thing  it  may  be  to  fay,  the  head-ach 
has  hindered  me  again  writing  to  you,  fince  I 
knew  you  to  be  at  Windfor,  yet  fo  it  is ;  it  i* 
God's  will  I  (hould  be  fomething  more  afHi^ed 
with  bodily  pains  than  for  fome  late  years  I  have 
been.  I  am  well  contented,  and  hope  he  will 
not  lay  them  fo  heavy  as  to  difable  me  from  my 
duties  to  my  family,  that  is  my  great  requeft ; 
for  truly  I  am  totally  difabled  when  I  have  thofe 
pains  upon  me.  However  this  laft  (it  was  not  fo 
fierce;  as  I  was  indulging  to  myfelf,  out  pf  great 
care  not  to  difappoint  an  afternoon  journey  into 
the  country,  which  the  company  would  not  make 
without  me,  therefore  for  two  or  three  days  till 
yefterday  was  paft,  would  not  do  any  thing  might 
increafe  the  pain.  'Tis  now  over,  and  I  am  pretty 
well  this  morning ;  but  being  uncertain  whether 
you  would  read  this  or  not,  by  rcafon  of  your 
journey  to  Cotenham,  I  write  only  to  tell  you, 
you  have  a  juft  title  to  all  my  bell  wifhes,  and 

confequently 
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iWf. 


^'  aonfequently  to  the  bell  recommendations  I  can 
make  in  my  imperfed  prayers  for  you  under  all 
hardfhips  upon  you.  And  now  I  will  fold  up 
the  Gazettes,  and  till  the  holy  week  is  paft,  bid 
you  adieuj  reconmiending  ever  me  and  mine  to 
your  thoughts  in  your  choiceft  hours. 

Jlftfjr  1687.  Jl.  RUSSELL. 


LETTER    XLVIL 

Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam. 

HE  morning  I  left  London  I  received  a  letf- 
ter  from  you,  dated  30  May,  which  informed  me 
of  your  good  intentions  to  have  feen  nie  at  this 
place,  if  I  could  have  kept  mine  of  being  here 
a  week  fooner  than  I  was.  To  have  met  at  my 
jirft  coming  fo  pious  and  fo  kind  a  friend  would 
have  been  an  advantage  to  me  I  am  not  at  aU 
worthy  of,  who  entertain  with  fo  heavy  a  hear( 
thofe  many  and  great  mercies  God  ftill  preferve^ 
to  me  his  murmuring  fervant,  who  am  indeed 
i>rimfull  with  the  memory  of  that  unfortunate  an4 
mi&rable  change  in  my  own  condition,  fince  I 
lived  regularly  here  before. 

The  poor  children  are  well  pleafed  to  be  a 
little  while  in  a  new  place,  ignorant  how  much 
better  it  has  been,  both  to  me  and  them ;  yet  I 
thought  I  found  Rachel  not  inXenfible,  and  I 

could 
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could  not  but  be  content  with  it  in  my  mind.  f^ 
Thofe  whofe  age  can  afford  them  any  remem- 
brance^  Ihould,  methinks,  liave  feme  folemn 
thou|;hts  for  fo  idtpiur^lhjlct  » I0&;  to  themfelves 
and  family ;  though  after  that.  I  would  cherifh  t 
cliearful  temper  in  them  with  all  the  induHry  1 
<:an ;  for  fure  we  pleafe  our  Maker  beft,  when 
we  take  all  his  providences  with  a  cbearfull 
fpirit. 

Lord  Camden  has  fent  to  fee  me,  but  whetber 
I  (hall  fee  him  or  no,  I  can't  tell.  I  find  my 
time  is  fpent,  fo  will  put  up  the  Gazettes,  and  bid 
you  adieu  for  this  time,  ever  continuing 

Your  faithful  friend  to  ferve  you, 

R,  RUSSELL. 

My  fifter  Alington,  her  filler,  and  daughter 
Alington,  and  my  brother  Robert,  have 
made  me  a  vifit  of  two  days.  I  am  thank- 
full,  though  I  wiflied  it  longer.     I  hear  Mr. 

Cheek  is  put  from  the  Tower,  and  Sir 

Hales*  in  his  place. 

StrMbn,  13  Jimr,  1687. 

•  Sir  Edward  Hales,  a  Papiil,  had  a  regiment  of  foot, 
and  was  made  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower. 


LET- 
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LETTER    XLVIIL 

Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam« 

X  HAVE  juft  received  your's  of  the  21ft;  fca- 
fonable  enough  it  comes  to  Tne^  this  being  the 
eve  of  the  fad  day  that  uftier'd  in  the  great  cala- 
mity of  my  life ;  the  fame  day  my  dear  Lord  was 
carried  from  his  houfe^  I  entertained  the  fad  aflu- 
rance  of  quickly  after  lofing  the  fight  of  him  for 
ever  in  this  world  ;  what  the  manner  of  it  will  be 
in  the  next  is  dark  and  unknown  to  us ;  'tis  enough 
that  we  fhall  be  happy  eternally. 

I  think  you  judge  amifs,  good  DoQor,  that 
becaufe  thofe  excellent  niles  and  difcourfes  I 
have  by  me  do  not  fix  me  in  a  better  (by  a  more 
fettled)  ftate  of  comfort,  therefore  your  prefence 
would  not  have  had  fome  ufefull  influence.  Our 
(enfes  are  quick,  and  a  refleSion  as  foon  made  as 
at)  objeft  is  prefcnted ;  alfo  the  inconvenience  of 
indulging  it  is  as  foon  confefs'd  when  a  reafoning 
friend  is  prefent ;  but  we  cannot  have  recourfe 
to  papers,  and  will  not,  or  cannot,  being  ^fore 
prepoffeffed,  rccoUeft  by  memory,  and  make  ap- 
plication juft  then.  However,  Doftor,  though 
I  am  not  cured,  my  ill  is  lefs  inveterate  than 
fure  it  would  have  been  without  your  pious 
labours. 

I  fpoke  with  Mr.  Nutt  about  the  printing  them, 
and  he  put  me  in  mind  of  the^  hopes  I  bad  given 

him 
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him  of  the  employment ;  to  which  I  anfwer'd,  I       ^^f^] 
tould  not  do  that  till  you  was  in  town. 

My  houfe  is  full  of  company ;  to».morrow  be- 
ing Sunday,  I  purpofe  to  fanftify  it,  if  my  griefs 
\inhallow  it  not  by  unjuftiBable  paffions  ;  and  hav- 
ing given  fome  hours  to  privacy  in  the  morning, 
live  in  my  houfe  as  on  other  day^,  doing  my  beft 
to  be  tolerably  compofed.  'Tis  my  firft  tryal ; 
for  all  thefe  fad  years  pall  I  have  difpenfed  with 
the  feeing  any  body,  or  till  late  at  night ;  fome- 
times  I  could  not  avoid  that  without  a  fingularity 
I  do  not  aiFcd.  There  are  three  days  I  like  beft 
to  give  up  to  refleftion ;  the  day  my  Lord  was 
parted  from  his  family,  that  of  his  tryal,  and  the 
day  he  was  releafed  from  all  the  evils  of  this  pe« 
rifhing  world  *• 

I  thank  you  again,  good  j&oftor,  for  your  fea- 
fonablc  prayer.  It  may  be  this  fhall  be  the  laft 
letter  I  fend  you  from  hence,  though  I  ftay  till 
Monday  fe'nnight ;  variety  of  care,  and  little  af- 
fairs 'tis  poffible  may  prevent  other  exercifes  I 
fiand  more  inclined  to.  When  I  come  to  Wo- 
bome,  if  no  fooner,  I  will  again  repeat  that  I 
hold  myfelf  to  be,  good  Do£tor, 

Your  obliged  friend  and  fervant, 
ts  June  1687.  R.  RUSSELL* 

Mifs  Mpntague  is  with  me^ 

I  hope  breeding  prevents  my  feeing  my  lifter. 

*  Lord  Ruifell  was  arrefted  June  26^  tried  July  I3»  and 
beheaded  July  2ij  1683. 

Bb  LET. 
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LETTER     XLIX. 

Th£Pr:(ncbss  or  Orange  to  Lady  Russelu 

I  DID  hot  cxpea  fo  many  thanks,  my  Lady 
Ruffell,  as  I  find  in  your  letter  by  Mn  Dyk- 
velt,  who  has  faid  fo  much  to  me  of  all  the  marks 
ofkindnefsyou  fliew'd  both  to  the  Prince  and 
myfelf,  that  I  Ihould  be  alhamed  not  to  have  an- 
fwered  it  fooner,  but  that  you  know  one  is  not 
always  provided  with  an  opportunity  of  fending 
letters  fafely,  of  which  indeed  I  am  as  much  to 
fcek  now  as  ever,  but  hoping  Mrs.  Herbert  wiH 
fooner  find  one  than  I,  I  refolve  to  leave  diis 
with  her,  not  knowing  when  it  may  come  to  you, 
but  whenever  it  does,  pray  do  me  the  juftice  to 'be- 
lieve, that  I  have  all  the  efteem  for  you  which  fo 
good  a  charafter  deferves,  as  I  have  heard  given 
you  by  all  people  both  before  I  left  England  and 
fince  I  have  been  here.  And  have  had  as  much 
pity  as  any  could  have  of  the  fad  misfortunes  you 
have  had,  with  much  more  compaffion  when  they 
happen  to  perfon^  who  deferve  To  well,  and  yei 
thofe  are  they  we  often  fee  the  mOft  unlucky  in 
the  world,  as  you  find  by  experience ;  but  I  hope 
your  fon  will  live  to  be  a  comfort  to  you,  which 
under  God,  I  believe  will  be  the  be^  you  t:an 
have.  As  for  myfelf,  i  can  only  afliire  both  yoa 
and  my  Lord  of  Bedford,  that  I  Ihould  h€  vary 

glad 


i 


LETTERS.  87^ 

g1a<i  it  lay  in  my  power  to  do  you  any  kinknels ;  ^^[ 
the  fame  I  can  anfwer  tor  the  Prince ;  and  indeed 
you  have  exprefled  fo  much  for  us  both  to  Mr. 
Dykvelt,  that  if  it  were  poffible  it  would  increafe 
the  efteem  I  had  before  for  you»  which  I  fliall  be 
very,  glad  of  any  occafion  to  fiiew»  and  more  to  be 
better  known  to  you»  that  I  might  perfuade  you 
myfelf  of  the  defire  I  have  that  you  fliould  be  one 
of  my  friends. 

UonfUrd^ke,  MARIE. 

12   JyJy,  1687. 


LETTER    L. 
Lady  Russsll  to  Dr.  FiTs^witLiAll. 


G« 


rOOD  Doaor,  I  can  ftill  but  do  the  fame 
thing  over  again^  thank  you  infinitdy  for  all  your 
good  deeds  to  me.  I  muft  obfcrve  to  you  how 
kindly  providence  (I  will  imitate  you,  and  not 
caH  it  chance)  dtfpofes  of  your  letters  to  my 
hands.  I  read  yours  of  it  July  on  the  aoth, 
^Ae  eve  of  that  ^y — I  will  not  fuflFcr  my  hand  to 
write,  fatal,  becaufe  the  blow  ftruck  on  k  was 
that  which  gave  eternal  reft  to  my  beloved  friend. 
I  do  not  contend  on  thefe  days  with  frail  nature9 
but  keep  her  as  innocent  as  I  can.  And  now 
having  laid  all  my  fbrrows  at  the  foot  of  the 
throne  of  grace,  I  allow  fome  of  the  remaimng 
portion  of  my  time  to  what  difpofes  me  heft  to 
B  b  iB  cool 
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ti»j!  cool  my  thoughts  and  entertain  a  tired  mind^ 
writing  where  I  may  do  it  freely;  where  my 
weaknefs  (hall  be  pitied^  not  cenfured ;  yet  I  ihall 
be  fliort,  being  forced  to  admit  an  interruption, 
not  a  welcotne  one  this  day ;  Lady  Sunderland* 
in  her  way  to  Windfor  making  a  vifit,  which  I 
refufed  not  in  the  afternoon  to  receive.  To  my 
beft  I  took  the  method  you  oflFered  mCj  and  I 
mull  tell  you,  that  when  I  came  to  that  part  of 
your  letter,  where  you  put  the  cafe,  if  my  heart 
tells  me  fo,  as  indeed  it  does,  I  made  a  full  ftop, 
and  would  read  no  further  till  I  had  confidered, 
and  accufed  myfelf :  then  I  compared  how  you 
had  dated  it  for  me^  and  found  it  juft  the  fame 
in  matter.  I  had  made  him  my  idol  though  I 
did  not  know  it ;  loved  man  too  much,  and  God 
too  little ;  yet  my  conftant  prayer  was  not  to  do 
fo  s  but  not  enough  fervent  I  doubt.  I  will  turn 
the  objeft  of  my  love  all  I  can  upon  his  loved 
children,  and  if  I  may  be  direfted  and  blefled  in 
their  education,  what  is  it  I  have  to  afk  in  rela- 
tion to  this  perifhing  world  for  myfelf?  'Tis  joy 
and  peace  in  believing  that  I  covet,  having  no- 
thing to  fear  but  fin. 

*  Lady  Sunderland,  daughter  of  George  Digl^,  Earl 
of  Briftol,  who,  though  a  Roman  Catholic,  in  1673  Q^^ 
in  favour  of  the  Teft  Bill  in  general,  as  proper  at  that 
time,  declaring  himfclf  a  Catholic  of  the  church,  but  not  of 
the  court  of  Rome. 

Thii 
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/  This  muft  find  you  at  Windfor,  fo  my  letter  ^^[ 
(hall  be  the  Ihorter;  I  know  how  you  will  be 
taken  up  there.  I  perceive  your  bufinefs  is  a 
friendly  charity ;  *tis  a  happy  thing  to  be  going 
about  doing  good  :  may  you  do  fo  long^  Dodor. 
I  hope  you  will  find  my  filler  carrying  on  a 
great  belly. 

I  will  ever  remain^  good  DoBor, 

Your  obliged  friend  to  ferve  you, 

R.  RUSSELL. 
«i  Jf^fy^  1687. 


LETTER     LL 

Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwxlliam. 

OUR's  of  the  28th  September  telling  me  you 
will  be  long  enough  at  the  Bath,  to  be  told  that 
you  are  kindly  remember'd  by  your  friends,  I 
defire,  good  Dodor,  to  be  one  of  thofe  that  do  fo, 
and  efteem  myfelf  much  obliged  to  you  for  tak- 
ing a  portion  out  of  your  time  (to  let  me  know 
you  thought  on  me)  when  it  was  fo  precious,  as  I 
take  time  to  be  to  travellers.  I  wifli  you  all  the 
benefit  of  the  waters  you  wiih  yourfelf;  the  fame 
I  do  aifure  you.  Sir,  in  all  other  occurrences  of 
your  life.  It  feems  I  muft  remit  feeing  you,  as 
you  once  kindly  intended.  When  I  received  your 
fervices  to  them,  the  Lady  and  miftrefs  of  Uerfe- 
Bb  3  heatk. 
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^^  heath  were  both  here ;  they  left  us  laft  Thurfifey, 
but  I  guefs  you  may  meet  them  at  London^  aboa^ 
the  beginning  of  the  term.  My  lifter  fays  Cbe  in« 
tends  but  a  week's  ftay.  I  am  in  expefUtion  to 
fee  my  niece  Digby  in  her  way  to  Warwicklhire; 
fhe  fends  me  word  fhe  will  dine  here^  and  give 
me  a  fight  of  her  little  boy.  Lord  Camden  and 
his  Lady  have  been  at  Breemen  with  their  confin 
Kingfton  \  I  am  told  the  two  coufins  agree  the 
country  is  a  dull  place  in  winter.  I  am  eaiily 
drawn  to  believe  my  Lord  Gainlborough  might 
be  fenGble  of  a  change  at  Titchfield,  finding  ainif-? 
trefs  of  it,  and  remembring  thofe  he  had  known 
there  before;  but  almoft  all  changes  feem  ftrangCi 
yet  this  world  we  are  fo  apt  to  doat  upon  is  a 
perpetual  pafling  from  one  thing  to  ancMherj,  and 
rarely  to  more  pleafing  obje£b«  But  'tis  our  duty 
to  be  contented  with  all-^a  hard  talk  fometime^ 
Dodor! 

I  hear  the  French  King,  as  a  finifliing  ftroke, 
is  preparing  an  edi^  which  all  new  converts  fiull 
iign ;  though  fo  weak  as  to  have  figned  before, 
yet  they  mud  now  again,  how  they  have  been  in* 
ftru£ied,  and  are  in  their  hearts  convinced  of  the 
doQrine  ahd  prafitice  of  the  Roman  church,  even 

*  William  Picrrepomt,  Earl  of  Kingflon,  married  Annei 
eldeft  daughter  to  Robert  Greville,  Lord  Brook  ;  and  Lord 
Camden,  Wriothefly  Baptift  (afterwards  Earl  of  GainfbO' 
ttM^)  married  Catharine^  eldeft  daughttft  to  Fu!k  Lord 
Brook|  Robert's  Uothcr. 

to 


N. 
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to  the  article  of  TranfubftantiaU>--^'ti,w  tit^      ^^g^; 
fuSerings  have  not  been  for  religion^  but  their 
difobedience  to  the  King's  commands. 

Dodor  Burnet  is  outlawed  in  Scotland^  and 
I  am  told  a  few  days  before^  (he  knew  it  would 
be  fo)  he  invited  all  his  friends  to  dinner,  and 
after  that  was  over  took  his  folemn  leave  of  them^ 
refolving  to  converfe  no  more  with  thcm*.^ 

I  can  eafily  and  with  much  fatisfaftion  fpepd 
much  time  with  you^  but  for  expedition's  fake^ 
Iiaving  an  opportunity  to  fend  this  by  one  juft 
going  to  London,  I  will  add  no  more  than  to 
fign  a  great  truth,  that  I  am^ 

Your  faithful!  fad  friend  and  fervant, 

R.  RUSS£LL« 
5  Oa.  1687* 

*  King  James  IL  provoked  at  Buraet*s  papers,  (viz. 
Remarks  on  the  Earl  of  Melfort's  Letter  to  die  Scotch 
Pkefliyterian  Miniflers«-*-ApoIogy  for  the  Church  of  Eng- 
hod.— ReafoQs  againft  repealing  the  Teft.-- -RefleOioos 
on  the  Froclamatum  for  Toleration  in  Scotland. — ^Rc- 
flefiions  on  his  Majefty's  declaration  for  Liberty  of  Con- 
fcieiice  concembg  Religion,  &c.)  and  his  making  pretcn- 
fions  to  a  lady  of  fortune  at  the  Hague,  order'd  a  procefs 
againft  him  in  Scotland  for  high  treafon,  which  came  at 
laft  to  an  outlawry.  Burnet  publifhed  the  citation  with 
his  anfwersi  and  duee  letters  to  the  Earl  of  Middleton.— 
Alio  an  Inquiry  into  the  Reafons  for  abrogating  the  Teft 
]aip(rfi9donallMembmofFarliamentjoSbtdby  Samuel 
^)koD)  r^ucker. 

Bb4  IhaT^ 
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^^'  "TttsVe  ^  uLTge  bundle  of  Gazettes  can  eafily  be 
conveyed  to  London  ;  but  then  you  are  at 
no  Icafure  to  read  them,  fo  unlefs  you  fend 
for  them,  their  retting  place  will  be  al 
Woborne. 


LETTER     LIL 
Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam. 

Although  your  letter,  good  Doaor,  is 
dated  15th  Oftober,  I  read  it  not  till  the  20tb, 
having  received  that  with  many  others  fo  late,  I 
believe  it  was  paft  midnight  before  I  bad  done ; 
yours  was  not  the  laft  neither,  for  when  I  had 
run  over  my  common  and  impertinent  ones,(fuch 
I  term  compliment^  of  courfe  or  feigned  ones) 
I  haften'd  to  yours ;  indeed  you  make  me  greater 
compliments  than  any  body  elfei  but  I  have  no 
charge  againft  you  for  doing  fo;  what  they  ex* 
ceed  in  I  mutt  bring  the  accufation  againft  my- 
felf.  The  near  and  pleafing  concern  you  make 
the  well  being  of  me  and  mine  to  be  to  you,  I 
believe  moft  hearty  and  fincere,  and  kindly 
engages  me  to  great  thankfulnefs ;  but  amongtt 
your  cboiceft  expreiBons,  you  are  induced  to 
fay  you  could  rather  envy  my  condition  than 
pity  it,  from  an  opinion  of  being  fupported  and 
comforted,  with  a  well  grounded  perfuafion  of 
my  having  a  right  and  title  to  thofe  precious 

promifes. 
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promifeS)  that  will  give  a  pleafant  and  perpetual       ^- ^' 

reft  to  the  weary  and  heavy  laden  foul.     This, 

Dodor,  is  perhaps  wh^t  you  miftake  in ;  and  I 

,        have  led  you  into  the  error  by  fpeaking  too  well 

I        of  my  own  thoughts  or  exercifes,  which  are  truly 

all  mean,  and  encompafled  with  uncomfortable 

weaknefs ;  yet  I  have  not  the  confufion  to  re  fled: 

1       ^  ^    "^  f^iid  2i"y  ^hi^g  from  a  falfe  glory;  I  fhould, 

i^       In  difcern  right,  wrong  my  own  heart  by  it, 

pat  grace  of  God  which  difpofes  me,  though 

t  meaneft  degree,  to  aCk  for,  and  third  after 

f  .comforts  as  the  world  cannot  give.     What 

li  give  I  am  mod  fure  I  have  felt,  and  expe-^ 

^  led  them  uncertain  and  perifhing ;  fuch  I  will 

^         r  more  (grace  aflifting)  look  after ;  and  yet 

\       befta  joyfuU  day,  after  fome  more  mournful! 

\     I ;  and  though  I  walk  fadly  thorough  the  val^ 

^,       \   pf  death,  I  will  fear  no  evil,  humbling  myfelf 

3         \  ler  the  mighty  hand  of  God,  who  will  fave  in 

uday  of  trouble :  He  knows  my  forrows  and 

^weaknefs  pf  my  perfon,  I  commit  myfelf  and 

pe  tQ  Him, 

jit  had,  as  you  guefs,  DoQor,  the  fatisfa£tion  of 
fcing  Lady  Digby,  and  her  profperous  fon,  and 
^pe  fhe  will  maintain  that  houfe  with  an  honour^- 
c  pie  and  virtuous  race.  Lord  Tiviot  has  been 
here  two  days  of  this  week,  full  fraught  with 
ftorys  out  of  Hampfhire,  fome  of  them  too  much 
at  the  expence  of  fuch  as  muft  ever  have  a  title 
to  my  beft  wiihes^  which  fetched  fighs  from  mQ. 

Yet 
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A.  D.  Yet  the  beauty  of  Frovidenee  fliould  reconcile  m 
to  all  forts  of  difpenfations.  I  have  fent.a  large 
papket  of  Gazettes ;  and  have  no  other  papersj  I 
believe,  you  have  not  feen.  If  I  had  that  vhich 
you  mention  of  Remarks  upon  the  Declaration^ 
I  have  miflaid  it»  or  'tis  taken  away*.  Another 

paper 

*  LetUr  ti  a  Diffintir  on  the  PularaitM  cf  Indulgenci^ 
wrote  by  George  Saville,  Marquis  of  Halifax,  who  nr^ 
made  Lord  Privy  Seal  by  King  William^  and  died  1695, 
He  wrote  alfo  the  Jnaiomy  of  an  Equivalent.  Rereiby  fays, 
in  1685  (Nov.)  he  was  difmifled  from  the  office  of  Preii- 
dent  of  the  Council ;  being  generally  efteemed  a  wife  man 
and  an  excellent  fubjefl,  the  removal  of  him  injedcd  a  fi»r 
that  a  change  of  councils  was  in  confequence  to  enfue  a 
change  of  counfellors.  He  adds,  **  I  conduSed  a  gcnde^ 
man  to  my  Lord  Halifax  to  alk  his  pardon  for  fome  things 
be  had  been  reported  to  have  faid  againft  his  Lordfbip  \  m 
good  pdicy  we  ought  to  fuffer  no  man  to  be  our  enemy  if 
we  can  poiCbly  jsiyoid  it,  but  fuch  was  bis  LcmUhip's  natij- 
ral  difpoGtbn,  that  in  the  whole  courfe  of  my  life,  I  never 
knew  a  man  more  ready  at  all  times  to  forgive,  and  ihall 
never  foiget  his  expreffion  upon  this  occ^fion— «'  Sir,  if  you 
did  not  fay  the  words,  I  am  very  glad  of  it ;  and  even  if 
you  did,  I  am  glad  you  find  caufe  to  be  of  another  mind.'* 

In  the  reign  of  James  II.  many  pieces  vrere  written  for 
and  againft  Liberty  of  Confcience ;  one  in  1685,  intttidol 
AJhort  Difiourfi  upon  thi  refifonalflinifs  rf  Mau  bawt^s 
Siligton,  &c,  by  Geoige  Villiers,  Duke  of  &ick^ng)tiam. 
Ralph  fays,  that  on  16  April,  1687,  he  died  in  neg^fi, 
and  almoft  obfcurity,  at  his  houfe  in  Yorkihire,  the  prodi* 
gal  (on  of  a  moft  rapacious  father,  who  was  vifited  widi 
wealth,  beauty,  parts,  dignity,  pIsKCi  and  power,  only  to 

ihow 
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paper  fent  me  with  the  letter  to  the  Diflenter^  va-  ^^P* 
vlfhtd,  fo  that  I  never  read  it;  that  kind  of  title 
has  kept  it  in  my  head  ever  fince.  Your  curio* 
fity»  Dodor^  is  fure  blamelefs^  though  very  mean 
are  moft  of  the  amufements  of  a  life  to  endure  fo 
little  a  while^  as  the  longeft  is  upon  earth. 

The  refult  of  the  matter  of  Magdaline  College 
is  known  to  you  before  this»  and  will  be  to  us 
here,  I  hope»  to-morrow*. 

Ihow  their  eminent  infignificancy»  when  unaccompanied 
with  wifdom  and  virtue.  He  had  above  30,oool.  a  year 
at  the  reftoration ;  at  lad  2»5ool.  a  year  was  all  he  had 
left ;  much  too  little  for  his  profufe  way  of  living.  He 
took  with  him  a  company  of  ruffians  into  Yorkfliire,  got 
money  firom  the  tenants  by  foiee ;  vras  guilty  of  a  riot  at 
an  inn,  and  died.  The  family  and  efliate  expired  in  the 
lecond  generadon.  Oldmmwu 

*  The  King  ordered  die  Vjce-Prefident  and  Fellows  of 
Magdalen  College,  Oxford,  to  chufe  one  Farmer  their 
Piefident  ^  they  eleded  Dr.  John  Hough  (afterwards  Bi'. 
lliop) ;  die  ecclefiaftical  commiffioners,  with  Cartwright 
(the  time-ferving  Bilhop  of  Chefter)  at  their  head,  declared, 
the  eledion  void ;  then  the  King  fent  a  iecond  mandate  for 
them  to  chufe  Samuel  Parker,  Bifliop  of  Oxford,  (who 
wrote  fer  the  repeal  of  the  Teft,  a  man  covetous,  am- 
hitious,  and  proud,  and  feemed,  Tays  Bumet,  to  have  no 
ixiier  fenfe  of  religion  but  a  pditic  intereft)  on  their  refufel, 
fenmoe  of  expuUion  was  pronounced  againft  the  Fellows 
by  vifitors  the  King  app<Mnted,  and  by  the  eccleCaftical 
commifSoners  they  were  difabled  to  bold  any  church  pre- 
ferments. Salmn. 

• 

I  am 
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^-g^'  I  am  glad  my  fifter  has  the  advantage  of  fo 

good  company  as  yourfelf  in  her  folitude^  fo  I 
reckon  Windfor  now,  and  fuppofe  her  Lord 
makes  frequent  vilits  to  London ;  there  I  exped 
to  meet  you  when  December  is  begun,  that  am^ 

Your  obliged  fincere  fervant, 
S2  Oa.  1687.  R.  RUSSELL, 

We  have  juft  heard  the  very  ill  news  of  the 
Princefs's  mifcarriage.  God  comfort  her, 
poor  Lady. 


LETTER    LIIL 
Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliamp. 

X  IS  a  reproach  to  myfelfj  good  DoQor^  that 
I  have  not  once  fince  you  went  given  you  this 
mark  of  my  refpeft ;  but  it  has  come  to  pafs,  I 
think,  from  an  invincible  neceflity ;  nothing  elfe 
can  excufe  it  to  myfelf,  and  that  I  know  will 
to  you,  who  I  believe  will  not  foon  accufe  me  of 
a  crime  I  intend  never  to  deferve  to  have  laid  to 
my  charge.  The  truth  is.  Sir,  the  great  affair 
you  know  me  ingaged  in  takes  up  both  my  tune 
and  thoughts.  Many  difficulties  are  met  with  by 
the  manner  of  the  fettlements,  and  yet  not  got 
over ;  one  week  more  I  hope  will  make  me  guefs 
at  riie  iffue. 

This 
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This  day  Mifs  Noel  is  made  a  wife,  and  my  fga;! 
girls  are  but  juft  com^  from  the  ceremony ;  I 
ihould  have  fpoke  properly  to  have  faid  yefter- 
day^  for  I  hear  it  ftrike  one  a*clock,  yet  I  had 
company  would  fit  to  fee  my  girls  come  home  s 
and  I  could  not  leave  this  to  be  written  to- 
morrow^ for  I  am  to  be  in  my  coach  at  7  a  clock 
to  dine  with  my  fitter  Montague  at  Windfor. 

The  news  mod  talkt  of  is^  the  King  has  fent 
to  call  over  the  Englifh  forces  out  of  Holland  $ 
the  French  papers  will  tell  the  reft.  The  town 
is  full  of  what  you  or  I  have  little  to  do  with,  balls 
and  rejoicings*.    'Tis  time  to  clofe  this  from^ 

Your  faithfuU  friend  to  fervc  you  to  my  power, 

R.  RUSSELL. 
«7  J^^'  1687.8. 

One  a  clock  in  the  morning. 


LETTER    LIV. 
Lady  Russell  to  Dk.  Fitzwilliam. 

Just  after  I  had  retrieved  time  enough  to 
fcribble  to  you,  and  inclofe  fome  French  papers, 
I  received  yours  of  24th  January,  which  tho* 

*  On  the  23d  Dec.  1687,  ^  proclamattoa  liTued,  ap- 
pointing the  15  January  to  be  obferved  as  a  thanlcfgiving 
for  the  Queen's  being  with  child,  within  the  bills  of  mor^ 
tality ;  and  the  29th  of  January  in  th$  reft  pf  the  churches 
of  England. 

yott 
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^^*  you  would  not  term  it  fuch,  I  made  as  a  fort  o^ 
kind  reproof^  and  indeed  I  had  a  giiilt  upon,  me^ 
that  it  might  juftly  be  fo,  for  I  am  ready  to  own 
I  have  received  obligations  enough  from  Dodor 
l^itzwilliam  to  make  me  careful  to  give  him  the 
mean  content  of  fuch  letters  as  mine.  But  in 
tameft  I  am  in  a  ^reat  and  conftant  hurry^  from 
my  careful!  endeavours  to  do  my  duty  to  my 
child,  and  to  my  friend,  lifier  Margaret  Ruflell*, 
which,  by  Cod's  grace,  I  defign  to  do  as  cor- 
dially as  to  my  children.  I  meet  with  many  dif- 
ficulties in  both ;  yet,  in  my  girl's,  there  is  no 
ftop  but  fuch  as  the  former  fettlements  cauf<^ 
which  from  any  we  can  learn  of  yet,  will  hinder 
a  conclufion  till  he  is  164 

I  thank  you,  good  Do6tor,  fox*  your  kind  offer^ 
which,  whether  I  accept  or  not^  I  am  fure  I  ftall 
do  all  in  a  kind  refpeft  to  you,  and  preferve  the 
fenfb  of  your  efteem  to  me  and  mine,  and  fhali 
be  forry  if  I  make  not  ufe  of  it  in  the  way  you 
defire  I  would  take  liberty  to  do. 

I  truft,  if  I  perfeft  this  great  work,  my  care- 
full  endeavours  will  profper;  only  the  Akni^ity 
knows  what  the  event  fhall  be ;  but  fure  'tis  a 
glimmering  of  light  I  did  not  look  for  in  my  dark 
day.  I  do  often  repeat  in  my  thoughts,  the  chil- 
dren of  the  juft  Ihall  be  blefled :  I  am  perfoaded 

*  Lady  Rachers  intended  marriage,  and  Lord  Straflbid's 
addrefles  to  Lady  Margaret  RuffelL 

their 
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liicir  father  was  fuch ;  and,  if  my  heart  deceive       ^^g^; 
tne  not,  I  intend  the  being  fo,  and  humbly  blefs 
God  for  it. 

I  can  fend  you  no  good  newi  j  the  beft  (in  my 
opinion  at  fcaft)  is,  if  true  what  finne  fay,  w« 
fliall  have  no  war,  nor  parliament.  Here  was 
lately  great  talk  of  fetting  out  to  fail  to  joyn  the 
French  fleet ;  many  are  divided  about  a  parlia-^ 
ment,  whether  one  fhall  be  called  or  ndt.  My 
boy  faid  at  dinner,  'tis  a  year  of  great  wars,  malr- 
riages,  and  robbing.  To  fnake  good  the  fecorid^ 
•tis  reported  Lord  Halifax  is  treating  for  thfe 
Lord  Kent's  fon,  and  Lady  Effcx  for  Lord  Can- 
lifle's*.  Something  of  both  I  fancy  there  isi 
Some  murthers  htfre  have  been,  which  no  doubt 
bavc  reached  you  before  this  will.  But  there  is 
a  private  piece  of  news  I  know  you  will  be  forry 
for.  Poor  Lord  Gainfborough  was  feized  on 
Tuefday  was  fe*nnight  with  a  dead  palfy  all  on 
one  fide ;  his  fpeech  returned  quickly,  and  the 
laft  news  was,  he  was  much  mended,  had  ftirr'd 
bis  legy  but  not  his  arm,  and  my  niece  writ  they 
fear'd  he  did  not  fee  with  the  eye  on  that  fide, 
bu^  were  loth  to  aik,  for  fear  of  diflieartenirig 
him :  if  we  hear  he  has  pafled  a  week^  I  hope  he 
may  recover  to  fome  degree. 

*  Charles  Howani,  aftorwards  Earl  of  Carliile,  married 
Lady  Elizabeth  Capel,  only  furviving  dauj;hter  of  Aitliur, 
Earl  ofEflex. 

Queen 
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^8°'  Queen  Dowager's*  refolutions  for  Portugal 

can't  be  new  to  you ;  it  occafions  much  talk ; 
her  humour^  and  way  of  living  not  warning  any 
to  fufpefl  [he  would  retire  out  of  the  world.  Lord 
Oxford  has  at  laft  his  regiment  taken  from  him  t. 
It  is  faid  the  King  told  him,  he  did  not  do  it  in 
regard  to  his  religion,  but  his  fa£tioufnefs  of  mind, 
for  his  Majefty  would  have  the  teft.  The  Queen 
goes  on  profperoufly;  has  feen  two  plays  at 
Whitehall.  Now  you  have  all  the  reports  I  can 
make,  I  take  my  leave,  and  turn  you  to  the  Ga- 
zettes. Here  are  fome  pamphlets,  but  I  know 
not  if  you  care  to  have  them  fent  this  way,  and 
perhaps  you  have  them  already ;  as  refledions  oa 
Fagell's  letter ;  alfo  reflexions  on  the  relation  of 
the  Engliih  Reformation  lately  printed  at  Ox« 
fordj. 

I  am,  good  DoQor, 

Your  faithfull  friend, 

R.  RUSSELL. 
10  February,  1687-8. 

The  late  audience  at  court  was  new ;  Dominic  ^ 
cans  in  their  habits  as  embaifadors  from  Gv 

♦  Catharine,  Qiieen  Dowager  of  Charles  IL  did  not 
go  to  Portugal  till  March  30,  1692* 

+  Aubrey  de  Vere,  Earl  of  Oxford;  who  died  in  1765* 
without  male  iflue. 

J  Fagell's  letter  contained  the  Prince  and  Princcls  of 
Orange's  fentiments  and  objedions  againft  repealing  the 
Teft. 

lognc. 
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lognc.    Corker  •  that  was  try 'd,  is  the  chief,       ^^^• 
and  is  to  live  here  at  St.  James's,  or  Lin- 
coln's-inn-fields ;  for  the  Papiils  have  bought 
Lord  Barkley's  in  the  one  place,  and  Lady 
Bath's  in  the  other. 


LETTER    LV. 
Princess  or  Orange  t  to  Lady  Russell. 

1  HOPE  my  Lady  Ruflell  will  do  me  the  juf- 
tice  to  believe  I  would  not  have  kept  three  of 
the  letters  fo  long  without  anfwering,  had  I  not 

wanted 

•  James  Corker,  a  (Benedidine)  Monk,  was  'tried  for 
being  concerned  in  the  popi(h  plot,  but  acquitted  in  July, 
1679.  Salmom 

t  A  Princefs  more  conrpicuous  for  her  perfonal  accomf 
plifliments  of  underftanding  and  difpofition,  than  herexter- 
nal  dignity.  She  died  28th  December,  16941  in  her  33d 
year.  Burnet  (ays,  (he  was  a  fingular  in(bnce  of  conjugal 
afl^ion,  infomuch  that  when  it  was  put  to  her,  what  (ho 
intended  the  Prince  (hould  be,  if  (he  came  to  the  crown ; 
her  anfwer  was,  that  the  mle  and  authority  (houM  be  his, 
for  (he  only  de(ired  that  he  would  obey  the  command  of 
hufbands,  love  your  wives ;  as  (he  (hould  do  thatof  wivesp 
be  obedient  to  your  huibands  in  all  things.  King  William 
told  Archbi(hop  Tcnnifon,  that  he  could  not  but  grieve  (ioce 
he  had  loft  a  wife,  who  in  feventeen  years  had  never  been 
guilty  of  an  indifcretion.  She  had  no  reli(h  forthofe  iodo* 
lent  diverfions,  which  are  too  conunon  confumers  of  moft 

Cc  people*s 
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^'  wanted  an  opportunity  of  fending  mine.  But  I 
hope  Mr.  Ruflell  who  brought  me  one,  will  find 
a  way  to  fend  this  to  you,  for  I  can  ftay  no  longer 
from  defiring  you  to  make  no  more  excufes  for 
writing.  If  you  knew  the  efteem  I  have  for  you, 
you  would  be  perfuaded  your  letters  could  not 

>  be  too  troublefome ;  and  fince  you  will  make  me 

believe  'tis  fome  fatisfa6iion  to  you,  I  ihall  defire 
you  to  continue,  for  I  aflure  you  I  am  extreme 
glad  to  contribute  any  way  I  can  to  that.  I  hope 
this  match  of  your  daughter's  will  afford  you  all 
the  joy  and  comfort  you  can  defire.  I  don't 
queftion  but  you  have  made  a  very  good  choice  s 
and  fince  I  wifli  fo  well  to  my  Lord  Devonfliire, 
I  can't  but  be  glad  'tis  his  fon,  believing  yoi; 
will  have  taught  your  daughter,  after  your  own 
example,  to  be  fo  good  a  wife,  ihat  Lord  Caven* 
diflx  can't  chufe  but  be  very  happy  with  her.  I 
aifure  you  I  wiih  it  with  all  my  heart,  and  if  that 

people's  time,  and  which  make  as  great  waftes  on  their 
minds,  as  they  do  on  their  fortunes.  She  was  a  perfeA 
example  of  conjugal  love,  chaftity,  and  obedience.  By  her 
example,  it  became  as  much  a  fafliion  among  the  ladies  of 
quality  to  work,  as  it  had  been  formerly  to.  be  idle.  ^ 
thought  it  a  barbarous  diverfion  which  refulted  finom  the 
Oiisfortunes.  imperfeAions,  or  follies  of  others.  She  had 
tead  the  bed  books  in  Englifh,  French,  and  Dutch,  which 
were  almoft  equally  familiar  to  her — but  gave  the  moft  of 
her  retired  hours  to  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures,  and  books 
lelating  to  them. 

could 
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could  contribute  any  thing  to  your  content^  you 

inay  be  fure  of  as  much  as  'tis  poflible  for  you  to 

have ;  and  not  only  my  wiOies^  but  upon  all  oc« 

caiionsj  I  fhall  be  glad  to  ihow  more  than  by 

'words^  the  efteem  I  have  for  you, 

MARIE, 
Hague,  13  February ^  1687-8. 


LETTER     LVL 
Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fxtzwilliam. 

1  HAVE  read  your  letter  enough  to  know  your 
thoughts  upon  feveral  matters,  but  not  as  I  would 
do  deliberately,  or  to  examin  how  heartily  I  join 
with  you  in  every  point ;  nor  will  I  defer  writing 
till  I  do ;  though  I  never  had  lefs  time  (if  fo 
litde)  at  my  own  difpofal ;  fo  that  unlefs  I  dif* 
patch  this,  'tis  very  likely  I  may  delay  till  next 
poft.  I  meet  with  hard  difficulties  in  the  law- 
yers hands ;  we  are  forced  tq  be  with  a  great 
many  of  that  profeffion,  which  is  very  trouble- 
fome  at  this  time  to  me,  who  would  fain  be  deli- 
vered from  them,  conclude  my  afifair,  and  fo  put 
fome  period  to  that  inroad,  mcthinks  I  make  in 
my  intended  manner  of  living  the  reft  of  my  days 
on  earth.  But  I  hcpe  my  duty  fhall  always  pre-* 
vail  above  the  ftrcngeft  inclination  I  have.  I 
believe  to  affift  my  yet  helplefs  children,  is  my* 
bufineb  $  which  jnakes  me  take  many  dinners 
Cc  a  abroad 
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^-|^-  abroad^  and  do  of  that  nature  many  things^  the 
performance  of  which  is  hard  enough  to  a  heavy 
and  weary  mind ;  but  yet  I  blefs  God  I  do  it. 

Letters  came  out  of  Holland  on  Wednefday 
night,  which,  in  as  refpe6lful  terms  as  is  poffible 
in  that  cafe,  refufe  to  fend  the  troops,  faying, 
they  have  coft  them  a  great  deal,  they  are  threat- 
ened on  ail  hands,  and  know  of  no  capitulation 
which  obliges  them  to  fend  them,  the  King  being 
quiet  at  home  and  abroad.  But  if  his  Majefiy 
had  occafion,  they  would  foon  fend  them,  and 
many  more  to  his  aid ;  and  for  fuch  officers  as 
would  retire  from  them  they  were  at  liberty. 

I  have  been  told  the  King  ihould  fay,  Amfter^ 
dam  had  better  intentions,  but  the  parts  of  the 
States  prevailed,  who,  perhaps,  had  a  mind  to 
quarrel|  but  feemed  to  imply  he  had  none.  This 
piece  of  news  I  would  infert,  tho'  I  have  a  man 
of  buiinefs  bymet  whom  I  muft  fpeak  to  when  I 
have  clofed  this. 

Sifter  Alington  has  fold  her  houfe  to  Lord 
Briftow,  fo  is  kept  ftill  in  town.  Lady  Manchef- 
ter  was  married  laft  Wednefday  to  a  fourth  fon* 

*  Charles  Montagu,  afterwards  Earl  of  Hallifax,  de- 
fcended  from  a  younger  branch  of  the  Manchefter  family; 
he  had  the  reputation  of  a  fine  ta(le»  and  of  beingmafterof 
polite  literature,  as  well  as  an  encouragerof  men  of  parts 
and  Icarping.  His  (kill  as  a  fpeaker  and  manager  weieuu« 
quellionablc ;  he  had  a  part  in  writing  the  Britifh  Mer- 
chant, in  oppofition  to  D.  De  Foe*s  Mercator.         TindaL 

of 
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of  George  Montague^  a  man  of  twenty-four ;  the       ^^• 
lame  was  faid  to  have  writ  the  anfwer  to  the  Hind 
and  Panthen    Lord  Gainfborough  is  better.     I 
have  writ  your  compliments  this  morning  to  fitter 
Montague^ 

Next  week  you  (hall  have  the  letters  you  afk 

foT^  and  the  Refle6Uons  on  the  Reformer.     I  do 

not  juftify  the  fharpnefs  of  them ;  tho'  I  wifh  him 

very  well  that  is  guilty  of  the  faulty  the  other 

juftly  defervesit. 

tj  February^  1687-8* 


LETTER    LVIL 

Lady  Russell  to  Dr»  FitzwilliaiiI« 

Vjr  OOD  Do8or»  take  my  good  will  in  good  part  1 
if  I  were  not  mightily  employed  this  morning  I 
ihould  not  fend  you  fo  fliorta  letter^  but  I  inclofe 
the  Gazettes.  1  know  no  news  worth  fending 
down ;  the  talk  is,  three  new  regiments  Ihall  be 
raifed;  Lord  Salilbury  and  Abergaveny  are  talked 
of.  A  new  memorial  is  fent  into  Holland  con-, 
cerning  the  forces.  Rachel's  aiFair  is  creeping 
forward;  my  next,  I  believe,  will  tell  you  more. 
•Tis  not  very  confiderable,  but  His  very  true,  that 
I  am,  DoQor  Fitzwilliam's  faithfuU 

And  kind  friend  and  fefvant, 
fi  March,  1687-8.  R,  RUSSELL. 

Co  3  LET- 
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LETTER    LVIIL 
Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwillxam. 

1  OU  are  the  moll  encoUragiiig,  Doftor,  I  ever 
knew.    If  1  went  faft  in  that  affair  which  perhaps 
takes  up  my  thoughts  too  much,  I  believe  you 
would  feek  and  find  fome  parallel  to  comfort  me 
in  my  proceedings,  which   I  am  apt  enough  to 
think  are  done  with  a  very  poor  conduEl.     Cer- 
tainly to  work  alone,  as  it's  fad^  fo  it  often  leaves 
one  doubtfull,  but  none  can  do  more  than  they 
are  fitted  for ;  my  will  is  with  the  belt  I  am  fure, 
and  my  hope  is  great  that  I  am  aflifted  with  the 
beft'Direftor  of  our  minds,  and  Difpofcr  of  all 
events :  fo  I  go  quietly  on,  defire  great  diligence 
in  all  my  aftions,  and  expeft  by  that  flownefs  you 
fo  well  approve  of,  to  difcoverat  one  time  what 
I  cannot  in  another,  that  fo  I  may  compleat  this 
great  work  with  as  few  errors  as  I  can  reafonabiy 
cxpe£l  to  make.     I  have  a  well  bred  Lord  to 
deal  with,  yet  inflexible,  if  the  point  is  not  to  his 
advantage.     I  am  to  meet  him  this  morning  at 
eleven  o'clock  at  the  lawyer's  chambers,  propof- 
ing  to  give  a  Rniihing  ftroke  to  the  agreement 
.  between  us,  and  then  the  deeds  will  be  drawn  in 
a  few  more  weeks,  I  hope,  and  this  matter  per- 
fefted.    That  of  Lady  Margaret  is  to  Lord  Straf- 
forde.     God  knows  there  are  many  exceptions; 

but 
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but  the  gentleman  is  a  worthy^  honeft  man^  and  a.  d. 
made  an  indulgent  hufband  to  the  Earl  of  Darby's  *^'' 
daughter.     He  is  afflided  with  ftone  and  gout^. 

I  could  not  have  imagined  the  accident  of  the 
penknife  would  have  proved  fo  bad  a  bufinefs ; 
you  muft  owe  it  to  your  own  negleft ;  and  your 
happy  and  profitable  refle£lions  upon  it^  to  the 
goodnefs  of  God. 

I  now  fend  you  the  book  you  would  have ; 
there  are  two  iheets  more  as  anfwers^  or  refolu^ 
tions  to  the  Bi0iop  of  Oxford :  one  Iheet  treats 
of  idolatry ;  the  other  of  tranfubftantiation^  more 
loofely  writ  than  the  firft ;  the  party^  I  hope» 
ftands  correded.  I  can't  yet  procure  a  fight  of 
them^  for  more  time  than  I  juft  took  to  read 
them,  the  bulk  of  them  being  feized.  But  there 
is  a  Treatife  of  the  nature  of  Idolatry^  which 
eclipfes  all  others,  as  the  wife  fay ;  if  you  want 
it  I  will  fend  it  next  week ;  as  alfo  a  Parliament 
tum  Pacificum  t  which  is  hugely  cried  up. 

C  c  4  You 

♦  William  Wentworth,  Earl  of  Strafford,  married  firft. 
Lady  Mary  Stanley,  daughter  to  James  Earl  of  Derby,  who, 
and  Lord  Strafibrd*s  father,  were  both  beheaded  ;  the  latter 
was  the  greateft  fubje£t  in  power,  not  lefs  in  wifdom,  and '  ^ 

little  lets  m  fortune  at  that  time  in  the  three  kingdoms,-— 
Brit.  Ctmp*    His  lecond  wife  was  Henrietta  Du  Roy  be*  -« 

fore-mentioned.  The  match  with  Lady  Margaret  Ruflell 
did  not  fucceed.  (He  died  in  1695,  without  iffue)  Sho 
was  oiarriedto  Admiral  RkiflelU 

f  ParliamfntuM  Pacificum,  or  the  happy  Union  of  King 
aad  People  in  aa  healing  Parliament*  aflerting  Fagel's  let* 

tffr 
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^'3^'  You  know  my  appointment,  and  while  I  am 

thus  employed  have  fomething  to  do  to  remenv- 
ber  it.     I  am  undreft  at  ten  o'clock. 
Good  Do£lor, 
I  am  ever  your  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

R.  RUSSELL. 

Nothing  but  one  fo  tinthoughtful  as  myfelf 
could  forget  to  thank  you  for  your  cheefes; 
when  eating  will  not  remember  one,  I  know 
not  what  can.  All  our  fupping  company  arc 
your  fervants* 

i6  March,  1687-8. 


LETTER    LI)C. 
Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwxllxam^ 

I  CANNOT  omit  this,  becaufe  I  know  I  (ball 
gain  true,  and  the  beft  advantages  by  it ;  what  is 
our  own  intereft  we  are  feldom  wanting  to  our-« 
felves  in.  That  which  I  expe£k  from  you,  you  will 
know  when  I  tell  you  Rachel  is  now  ill  of  the 
meafles,  which  in  your  beft  hours,  I  defire  you 
will  remember,  with  praifes  for  her  hopeful!  con-* 
dition ;  'tis  the  third  day,  fo  I  hope  the  danger 
is  over,  but  bad  e£Fe£b  fo  often  follow  afterwards, 

(er  to  be  a  forgeiy,  or  at  leaft  not  appfoved  by  the  Prince 
and  Princefs. — ^Bumet  confuted  this  in  his  Rcfleftions  on 
Parliamcntum  Pacificum. 

my 
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my  fears  ftill  continue ;  yet  I  truft  God  will  di-      -^^j^- 
re£t  and  blefs  my  care«     I  will  add  no  more^  but 
in  hafte  fign  a  truth  very  heartily,  that  I  am 

Your  conftant  friend  and  fervant, 

R.  RUSSELL. 
%^d  March,  1687-8. 


LETTER    LX; 
Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilljam. 


X  IS  fo  late  before  I  fit  down  to  write,  that 
I  would  let  it  alone,  if  I  did  not  miftruft  Do£tor 
Fitzwilliam  has  concern  enough  for  me  to  be 
uneafy,  if  I  do  not  tell  him  how  Rachel  doe^, 
after  having  given  him  the  report  of  her  being  ill 
of  the  meafles.  I  blefs  God  for  it  (with  all  the 
powers  of  my  foul)  Ihe  is  very  well  freed  from 
that  diftemper,  and  yefierday  began  to  purge.  I 
continue  yet  parted  from  the  other  two,  but,  fo 
they  are  well,  I  can  endure  the  abfence  as  well 
as  any  body  ;  no  more  in  this  unkind  world,  con« 
fidering  how  to  pleafe  myfelf  but  them,  and  in- 
tent upon  their  good,  which  is  the  end  I  hope 
I  live  for. 

My  fitter  Alington  went  haftily  down  yefter- 
day  morning,  upon  hearing  her  eldeft  daughter 
had  the  meafles ;  I  wrih  it  proves  no  more,  for 
fiiouid  it  be  the  fmail«>pox^  I  ihall  be  afraid  for 

herfelf. 
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^J'  hcrfclf,  who  has  never  had  them,  and  I  doubt  her 
fuddenefs  of  temper  would  make  her  go  to  the 
child,  (he  being  very  fond.  She  promifed  us  flie 
would  not  s  if  (he  confiders,  fure  (he  ought  not, 
for  her  (kill  is  none,  and  her  life  irreparable  to 
the  poor  girls,  and  (he  has  a  (killful  friend  by  her, 
whom  (he  dares  truft;  and  then  (he  can  look 
after  the  other  children.  Poor  Do6tor  Cligat's 
wife  is  very  ill  of  the  fmall-pox  at  Do&or  Sharp's 
houfe,  whither  (he  came  as  foon  as  her  hu(band 
died.  The  Dean  is  removing,  having  never  had 
them.  I  know  no  news  but  who  has  the  meafles 
or  fmall-pox.  I  have  fent  you  a  book  cry'd 
up  to  be  very  well  writ,  but  which  has  offended 
the  States  in  a  high.meafure;  fo  much,  as  'tis 
faid,  they  have  deGred  the  licence  to  be  called 
in.  Do£tor  Burnet,  as  I  hear  the  King  fays,  has 
writ  a  (heet  of  anfwer,  the  moft  feditious  be  eves 
writ  yet ;  nobody  but  the  King  has  it.  They 
fpeak  as  if  the  Queen's  going  to  Windfor  be* 
gan  to  be  doubtfull. 

I  am,  good  DoQor, 

Your  faithful!  friend  and  fervant, 

R.  RUSSELL. 

6lh  April,  t688. 


LET- 
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LETTER    LXL 
Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwillxam. 

X  HO'  I  know  how  very  Httle  my  letters  are 
worth,  yet  I  regret  you  had  none  laft  Friday^ 
becaufe  you  lookt  for  it :  I  meant  to  have  writ 
the  day  before,  doubting  my  want  of  time  on 
Good  Friday,  yet  my  little  affairs  and  caro 
came  fo  faft  upon  me,  I  did  it  not;  if  I  had 
had  a  pleafing  anfwer  to  have  given  you  in  re- 
fpe£t  of  your  Magdaline  Colledge-man,  I  had 
not  failed. 

They  tell  me  they  are  refolved  to  fend  a  gen- 
tleman that  is  their  chaplain  now,  who  they  give 
a  great  charafter  to.  As  to  Lord  Exeter's  fon, 
I  know  little  of  him,  did  once  hear  a  gendeman 
fay  my  Lord  had  fuch  thoughts,  but  never  after- 
wards. For  fome  reafons  I  will  not  fet  down  here, 
I  don't  think  it  proper  for  me  to  meddle  there. 

The  Princefs  has  mifcarried,  and  the  Queen 
much  indifpofed,  but  is  better  they  fay.  *Tis  a 
very  barren  time  for  news,  except  what  rebates 
to  tranfa£tions  beyond  fea,  and  that  the  French 
or  Englifli  Gazettes  inform. 

I  am  full  of  fmall  affairs,  and  called  away  by  a 
gentleman's  coming  to  me. 

I  am  faithfully,  good  Doftor, 

Your  friend  to  fervc  you  to  my  power, 
19  April,  1688.  R.  RUSSELL. 

LET, 
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LETTER    LXIL 
Thjb  Princess  of  Orange  to  Lady  Russelu 

I  CAN'T  let  Mr.  Ruffell*  go  back  without  an- 
fwering  the  letter  I  received  by  him^  and  afluring 
you,  my  Lady  Ruffell,  that  y6u  fhall  never  want 
any  from  me,  fince  you  will  have  me  believe  they 
are  of  any  fatisfaftion  to  you.  I  am  fure  I  may 
learn  from  yours  to  confider  God*s  providence 
-in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  make  it  eafy.  I  hope 
-you  will  have  no  more  occafion  to  cxercife  thai 
fubmiflion  as  you  have  for  all  that  comes  from 
him  in  fuch  fad  manner  as  formerly,  but  that  the 
happinefs  of  your  daughters,  and  the  fuccefs  of 
all  elfe  you  undertake,  may  give  you  all  the  con- 
tent you  can  defire.  I  ihould  be  very  glad  I 
could  any  way  contribute  to  any  thing  of  that 
kind,  or  have  an  opportunity  of  (hewing  how 
much  I  defire  to  be  your  friends 

Ha^e,  2 1  Ma^,  i688.  MARIE. 


LETTER    LXIIL 
Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam. 

When  I  tell  you,  good  Doftor,  the  errand 

of  this  paper,  (that  is  the  immediate  one)  you  will 

tiot  cxpea  il  fliould  be  long.    It  is  to  tell  you 

•  Admiral  Ruflell. 
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my  child  was  married  ycfterday*.  I  hope  the  ^^^'^ 
profpeCi  is  good,  and  God's  holy  fpirit  has  been 
my  diredor  in  this  whole  aflPair.  I  do  not  a(k 
your  prayers ;  I  know  I  have  had  them,  and  have 
them  ftilU  Dean  Sharp  performed  the  office; 
and  now  I  take  leave  for  this  time ;  'tis  the  only 
letter  I  fhall  write  to  day,  I  guefs,  being  yet  in 
feme  hurry.  We  all  dine  at  Lord  Devonfliire's 
to  day  ;  one  week  more  will  fet  me  at  leifure,  I 
truft,  to  confider  of  this  fad  feafon  of  the  year ; 
to  me,  tho*  fadly,  not  unufefuUy,  I  truft  in  God. 

•  I  am  your  faithfull  friend, 

R-  RUSSELL. 
22  June  1688. 

Lord 

♦  Lady  Rachel  Ruflcll  (daughter  of  Lord  William  and 
Lady  Rachel)  was  married  to  Lord  William  Cavendifli, 
fon  of  William,  who  became  Earl  of  Devonfhire  in  1684, 
who  had  been  a  true  friend  to  Lord  Ruflell.  Bumet  fays, 
he  had  the  courage  of  an  hero,  with  an  unufual  proportion 
of  wit  and  knowledge,  and  a  peculiar  foftnefs  in  his  exte- 
rior deportment.— He  had  been  fin'd  30,0001.  for  (hiking 
Col.  Culpepper  in  the  verge  of  the  court :  King  James  of- 
fer'd  to  excufe  the  fine,  but  it  had  no  cffcft  on  that  brave 
and  generous  nobleman ;  he  chofe  rather  to  expofe  himfelf 
and  fortune  to  the  rigour  of  the  court,  than  to  defert  the  in- 
tercft  of  his  country  in  fuch  a  time  of  peril  (1688),  fo  be 
j(»in'd  in  the  undertaking  with  great  readinefs  and  refolu- 
tion. — Oldmixm.  Ralph  fays,  he  was  told,  that  foon  after 
the  fcvere  fentence  was  pafled  on  Lord  Cavendifli,  the 
Countefs,  his  mother,  who  had  long  abfented  herfelf  from 

courtj 
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\^'  Lord   Devonfhire   interrapted  me  yefterday 

morning  as  I  was  juft  going  to  put  up  my 
letter^  to  make  his  prefent  of  a  pair  of  dia- 
mond pendants,  and  ftaid  fo  long  I  forgot 
this  letter  till  it  was  too  late,  fo  I  fend  it 
now  by  the  poft. 

courty  made  her  appearance  in  the  circle,  and  having  ac* 
quainted  his  Majefty  that  (he  was  come  to  pay  her  Ton's 
fine,  prefented  him  with  an  acknowledgment  under  the  hand 
of  K.  Charles  I.  that  he  ftood  indebted  to  the  father  for  the 
like  fum  that  was  now  to  be  fqueezed  out  of  the  fon*  In 
1694  he  was  created  Duke,  the  preamble  to  his  patent  let- 
ting forth,  "  That  the  King  and  Queen  could  do  no  lefs 
•for  one  who  had  deferv'd  the  beft  of  them — one  who,  in  a 
cornipted  age,  and  flriking  into  the  bafeft  flattery,  had  coq- 
ilantly  retain'd  the  manners  of  the  ancients,  and  would  ne- 
ver fuiFer  himfelf  to  be  moved  either  by  the  infinuations  or 
the  threats  of  a  deceitful  court ;  but  equally  defpifing  both, 
like  a  true  aiferter  of  liberties,  Hood  always  for  the  laws ; 
4md  we  advifing  with  him  how  to  (hake  off  that  tyranny,  he, 
with  many  other  Peers,  drawn  over  to  us  by  his  exampte 
and  advice,  gave  us  the  greateft  afliftance  towards  gaining  a 
moft  abfolute  vi&ory  without  blood,  and  foreftoring  the  an- 
cient rights,  religion,  &c." — William,  his  fon,  fucceeding 
in  1 701,  Queen  Anne  conferred  on  him  his  father's  places 
of  dignity  and  truft,  with  this  moft  gracious  expreflion— 
'*  That  (he  had  loft  a  loyal  fubje&  and  a  good  friend  in  his 
father,  but  did  not  doubt  to  find  them  both  again  in  the 
Ion/'  Briftjb  ComftmSum^ 


LET. 
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LETTER    LXIV. 

Laoy  Russeljl  to  Dr.  FitzwIlliam. 

1  OUR  congratulations  are  very  welcome,  good 
Doftor,  to  me,  and  I  will  give  them  to  my  young 
woman,  to  whom  I  undertake  they  will  be  fo. 
I  truft  in  the  mercy  of  God  for  his  blefling  on 
her,  eyen  to  the  meafure  you  wifh  them.     We 
have  all  ^he  promifing  hopes  that  are  (I  think)  to 
be  had;  of  thofe  I  reckon  riches  the  lead,  though 
that  ingredient  is  good  if  we  ufe  it  righdy.     We 
found  difficulty  enough  in  getting  things  dif- 
patched  to   have  the  day  of  marriage  when  it 
was,  and  if  it  had  not  been  on  that  day,  I  had 
aflced  DoQor  Fitzwilliam  to  have  taken  a  jour- 
ney, for  our  Dean  would  have  been  gone ;  but 
my  Lord  Devon  hurried  it  off,  being  in  great 
hafte  to  go  to  the  Bath,  and  had  the  writings,  fent 
but  on  Tuefday  night  out  of  town  to  be  figned 
by  Lord  Exeter*  and  Lord  Gainlborough,  here 
again  on  Thurfday  morning  early  enough  for 
them  to  be  married,  becaufe  we  could  get  no  li- 
cence to  do  it  in  the  afternoon.     I  do  not  juftly 
remember  any  expreflion  I  have  ufed  that  inti- 
mated my  opinion  of  your  hard  thoughts  of  that 
ftate,   which  undoubtedly    affords    the  fweetefl 

*  John  Cecilt  Earl  of  Exeter,  married  Anne»  daughter  to 
William  Cavendifli,  Earl  of  Devonfliire,  as  Edward  Earl 
•f  Gainfborough  did  Lady  Rufleirs  fitter. 

comforts 
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comforts  of  life,  or  the  bittereft  forrow  of  it.  N© 
indeed^  Dofior,  I  have  only  thought  you  had  re- 
fpcfl  for  a  fingle  ftate  of  life,  vhen  perfons  re- 
mained  fo  by  choice ;  and  all  your  part  in  the 
courfe  of  your  life,  I  have  ever  confidered  as 
aEted  and  dire&ed  by  true  piety. 

As  eafily  as  my  mournful  heart  can,  I  will  pafs 
over  thofe  fad  days,  which  at  the  return  of  the 
year,  will,  let  me  ftruggle  all  I  can,  fet  more 
lively  than  at  other  times,  fad  objeds  before  my 
fight ;  but  the  reviving  hope  of  that  immortal  life 
my  dear  friend  is  already  poflefled  of,  is  my  heft 
Tupport. 

This  very  folemnity  has  afforded  me,  alas! 
many  a  thought  I  was  forced  to  check  with  all 
my  force,  they  making  me  too  tender ;  though  in 
retirement  they  are  pleafant :  and  that  way  I  can 
indulge  myfelf  in  at  prefent.  Sure  if  departed 
fouls  know  what  we  do,  he  approves  of  what  I 
have  done,  and  'tis  a  reward  upon  his  children, 
for  his  patience,  and  fo  entire  fubmiflion  during 
his  fufferings. 

I  will  keep  this  paper  as  long  as  I  can,  to  give 
you  fome  report  fr9m  Weftminfter*. 

•  The  fcvcn  Bilhops  tried  for  petitioning  to  be  excufcd 
frooi  reading  the  Declaration  for  liberty  of  Confcicnce,  and 
acquitted^  viz.  i.  Sancroft  of  Canterbury  ;  2.  hoyd  of  St. 
Afaph ;  3.  Turner  of  Ely ;  4.  Lake  of  Chichefter;  5.  Ken 
of  Bath  and  Wells  ;  6.  White  of  Peterborough ;  7.  Tre- 
lawny  of  Briftol.  The  ift,  3d,  4ih,  5th,  6th,  afterwardi 
lefufed  to  take  die  oaths  to  King  William. 

I  learn 
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I  learn  mothing ;  and  fo  will  clofe  it  by  figning      ^^* 
myfelf 

Your  conftant  friend  and  fervant, 
Southampton^houje,  R.  RUSSELL* 

^9  JwM^  1688. 


LETTER     LXV. 

Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam* 

Whether  I  fay  Uttle  or  find  time  to  fay 
mor^  I  am  not  eafy  in  my  mind  if  I  do  not  feal 
a  paper  up  to  good  DoElor  Fitzwilliam  once  a 
week ;  and  if  I  examine  juftly^  I  believe  it  may 
appear  more  my  intereft  than  I  am  apt  to  think 
myfelf  guilty  of,  for  'tis  a  fort  of  trading  I  get 
extremely  by,  and  the  income  it  brings  is  very 
valuable  to  me.  I  know  your  next  letter  will  be 
particularly  fo,  and  indeed  your  friendihip  is  very 
remarkable  in  it,  that  you  carry  time's  and  feafona* 
in  your  mind  pUrely  on  account  to  do  me  good^ 
if  that  is  to  be  done.  I  fhall  expe£l  it,  and  ufe 
it  as  a  help,  and  part  of  my  beft  entertainment  in 
thefe  my  moft  fad  days.  I  cant  but  own  there  i$ 
a  fort  of  fecret  delight  in  ^  the  privacy  of  one  of 
thofe  mournfuU  days ;  I  iliink,  befides,  a  better 
reafon^  one  is,  that  I  do  not  tye  myfelf  up  as  I  do 
on  other  days ;  for,  God  knows,  my  tyts  are  ever 
^-eady  to  pour  out  marks  of  a  forrowfull  hearty 
D  d  which 
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1688*  which  I  fliall  carry  to  the  grave,  that  quiet  bed 
of  reft. 

I  fliall  deliver  all  your  compliments.  I  find 
they  muft  wait  one  other  life  for  that  eftate,  and 
be  content  with  a  legacy  of  200L  at  prefent  to 
buy  mourning. 

The  French  papers  will  give  you  more  newi 
than  I  can  write,  unlefs  of  fo  late  a  date  as  Wed- 
nefday,  when  the  two  Judges  HoUoway  and 
Powell  were  put  out ;  who  were  fuch  crof*  fel- 
lows as  not  to  fuffer  6  or  1 2  charters,  that  were 
to  be  deftroyed  that  morning,  to  be  fo,  putting 
by  the  conlideratioa  to  the  next  term ;  fo  they 
lye  undetermined*.  There  were  4  Judges;  s 
drew  one  way,  2  the  other ;  and  (b  no  judgment 
could  be  given.  There  are  feveral  conje&uret 
concerning  the  Bifhops,  but  I  write  only  ipattcr 
of  fad ;  and  therefore  fay  nothing  of  any  nev 
converts  are  like  to  be,  only  that  the  Lord  Pre- 
fident  is  one,  and  has  carried  the  torch,  and  afk'd 
pardon  for  his  herifie*  Lady  Eflex's  dau^ttcr 
was  married  yefterday  to  the  Lord  Carlifle's  fon, 
a  young  bride,  like  mine  at  home.  Mrs«  Aling« 
ton  has  been  in  town,  I  hear,  for  2  or  3  days,  but 
I  faw  her  not;  fhe  is  g^ne  down  with  Lady  Dw- 

*  In  lefs  than  a  week  after  the  Bilhops  were  acquitted, 
the  King  (truck  Holloway  and  Powell  off  the  lift  of  Judges 
as  a  public  mark  of  his  difpleafure. — Ralph.  Perhaps  their 
want  of  compliance  in  the  affair  of  the  charters,  was  partly 
Ait  caufe  of  their  being  diiinifsVl. 

fet 
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fet  to  Knowls,  Lord  Dprfet*s  houfe^  near  Tun*       ^^mI 
bridge.    I  am  called  away. 
#  .  Sir, 

Your  obliged  friend  and  fervant, 

6  July,  1688,  R.  RUSSELL^i 


LETTER    LXVL 

Lady  Russei.l  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam. 

ijrOOD  Dodor,  my  carefull  attendance  «n  my 
young  couple  at  London,  kept  me  in  fo  perpe^ 
tual  a  hurry,  that  I  had  not  my  mean  ordinary 
comprehenfion  in  things.  For  an  inftance  to  you, 
I  could  not  by  your  laft  of  the  5th  find  where 
you  were ;  from  home  I  faw,  but  did  not  fee  the 
W.  before  the  date,  which  I  do  not  wonder  at 
from  the  badnefs  of  my  eyes,  and  reading  haftily  s 
but  I  do,  that  by  your  difcourfe  in  it,  I  Ihould 
not  find  you  at  Windfor,  but  fo  it  was,  I  did  not, 
nor  guefs'd  at  it,  till  fifter  Mouncague  told  me  at 
9  a  clock  at  night  you  were  there.  I  did  as  fooi^ 
refolve  to  lend  you  a  line  or  two  but  was  de- 
feated ;  company  I  found  at  home  great  ftore, 
and  bufinefs,  when  rid  of  them ;  fo  that  having  no 
time  my  own  all  day,  when  I  heard  it  ftrike  a 
a  clock  I  went  to  bed,  hoping  for  a  moment  in 
the  morning ;  but  though  I  rife  at  5  I  was  mif- 
trefs  of  none  i  at  half  an  hour  paft  6  was  to  be  in 
D  d  a  the 
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^- J*  the  coach,  and  which  I  was  the  more  carefull  to 
be,  becaufe  Lord  Bedford,  who  went  earlier, 
wou'd  ftay  dinner  for  me ;  we  drove  fo  will  be 
did  not,  and  that  night,  I  blefs  God,  we  got  all 
well  to  this  place.  The  penfive  quiet  I  hope  for 
here,  I  think,  will  be  very  gratefuU  to  my  wea- 
ried body  and  mind;  yet  when  I  contemplate 
the  fruits  of  the  tryal  and  labour  of  thefe  laft  6 
months,  it  brings  fome  comfort  to  my  niind,  as 
an. evidence  that  I  do  not  live  only  to  lament  my 
misfortunes,  and  be  humbled  by  thofe  heavy  chaf- 
tifements  I  have  felt,  and  muft  for  ever  in  this  life 
prefs  me  forely.  That  I  have  not  funk  under  the 
preifure,  has  been  I  hope  in  mercy,  that  I  might 
be  better  fitted  for  my  eternal  ftate ;  and  form  the 
children  of  a  loved  hufband  before  I  go  hence. 
With  thefe  thoughts  I  can  be  hugely  content  to 
live ;  and  the  rather  as  the  clouds  feem  to  gather 
and  threaten  ftorms;  though  God  only  knows  how 
I  may  acquit  myfelf,  and  what  help  I  may  be,  or 
what  example  I  fliall  give  to  my  young  creatures; 
I  mean  well  towards  them,  if  I  know  my  heart. 
I  wiih  I  could  advife  you  fubftantially,  to  the 
end  you  aik  it  for  about  a  lawyer.  I  know  few, 
and  made  ufe  of  but  one,  who  appears  to  me  an 
ingenious  and  honeft  man ;  'tis  Mr.  Evers  of 
Lincoln*  s-inn,  but  he  is  fo  exceeding  full  of  bu- 
finefs,  it  makes  him  flow  to  difpatch ;  he  feems 
to  me  to  be  a  man  of  integrity,  and  I  think  not 
a  High-church-man  in  his  principles.     I  give  the 

hint. 
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hint,  that  if  you  fhould  happen  to  converre  with 
him,  you  may  know  the  better  how  to  do  it  with* 
out  diftafte. 

You  caution  me  to  mollifie,  by  a  right  con- 
firuftion,  any  expreflions  of  your's  that  may  be 
hardly  worded ;  you  need  not  do  it,  for  if  at  any 
time  there  fhould  be  caufe  (as  I  know  none)  I 
Ihall  not  fail  to  do  as  you  defire,  who  in  all  things 
will  endeavour  to  appear. 

Your  moft  grateful!  friend  and  fervant, 

19  July,  1688  R.  RUSSELL. 

If  you  call  here,  you  will  be  very  welcome. 


LETTER     LXVIL 
Lady  Russell  to  Lady  Alington. 

1  PERCEIVE,  fitter,  you  are  very  tender  in 
regard  to  the  perfons  of  others,  but  rigid  to  your 
own  felf,  or  you  would  never  imagine  a  remain- 
ing  guilt  where  I  fancy  there  was  never  any ;  for 
I  can  either  allow  myfelf  to  think  my  brother  in 
fome  fault,  or  have  fuch  a  deference  to  your  judg- 
ment as  to  believe  there  was  none  any  where. 
However  'twas,  my  requeft  was  not  fcorned,  and 
fo  my  end  was  ferved,  and  I  am  your*s  with  great 
refpeB,  and  very  forry  you  have  had  any  new 
interruption  in  your  health;  I  learn  from  my 
D  d  3  Lord 
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^g3^;  Lord  Bedford  *twas  accidental,  by  putting  ice 
to  a  wrong  ufe.  I  take  it  to  be  an  ingredient 
almoft  as  dangerous  in  a  family  as  ratfbane,  fer- 
vants  being  fo  ill  judges  of  its  ufe.  The  good 
tonfequence  of  country  air,  I  believe,  would  be 
its  much  advantageous  to  you,  if  you  would  take 
it,  as  we  (hall  find  it :  the  feafon  is  temperate  and 
]pleafant.  The  reft  and  penfive  quiet  of  it  is  very 
gratefull  to  me,  whofe  body  nor  mind  is  fitted 
for  the  hurry  of  the  laft  6  months ;  and  I  wi(h 
I  may  fo  profit  of  the  time  I  may  make  my  own 
here,  as  to  repair  in  fome  meafure  my  want  then, 
by  being  fo  bufy  in  worldly  matters.  Yet  it 
was  fuch  a  duty,  and  in  appearance  I  was  fo 
blefs'd  in  it,  that  this  refleftion  was  fometimes 
a  refrelhment  to  me,  that  I  did  not  live  only  to 
grieve  at,  and  be  humbled,  for  thofe  heavy  chaf- 
tifements  my  foul  has  felt  and  muft  ftill  feel,  till 
my  eternal  reft,  where  we  Ihall  weep  nor  for- 
row  no  more.  I  am  fo  apt  to  exceed  all  bounds 
when  I  let  myfelf  loofe  on  fome  fubje6ls,  that 
tiothing  can  recover  me,  but  a  fhort  breaking 
off,  which  I  will  do  with  this  aflurance  of  my 
being. 

Your  humble  fervant  and  fifter, 

R.  RUSSELL. 
ts  Augvfi,  1688. 


LET- 


I 
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LETTER    LXVIIL 
Dr.  Tillotson  to  Lady  Rus&ell. 
Honoured  Madam, 

1  RECEIVED  your's  the  night  before  I  was 
going  for  Tunbridge,  at  my  return  from  whence 
I  did  fully  defign  to  have  fent  a  line  or  two  to 
have  enquired  after  the  welfare  of  your  Ladyfhip 
and  your  children :  but  I  fee  it  is  in  vain  to 
contend  with  a  goodnefs  which  doth  always  pre- 
vent the  moft  forward  of  your  friends  and  fer« 
vants.  I  am  now  newly  returned  from  thence, 
where  I  left  the  good  Princefs  very  well,  and  I 
think  much  better  than  ever  I  faw  her.  That 
very  evening  I  farted  from  your  Ladyfhip  at  the 
Tabernacle,  I  i*eceived  by  two  meflengers,  two 
letters  from  jt^  wife,  who  in  the  firft  told  me 
Ihe  fear'd  my  ch^  was  dying,  which  troubled 
me  much;  in  the  ^her  that  (he  was  perfe&ly 
well,  which  amaz*d  i^e  more.  Thus  it  was*— 
when  the  child  was  grc^vn  very  weak,  all  on  the 
fudden  there  guih'd  froi\  her  head  down  her 
nofe  with  great  violence  a  g)od  quantity  of  wa- 
ter, which  brought  along  V th  it  a  pretty  big 
piece  of  cork,  which  either  th'  ^^hild  herfelf,  or 
one  of  her  little  brothers  had  thuxft  up  into  her 
nofe,  where  it  had  remained  above  Vc  weeks  $  by 
D  d  4  the 
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the  ftoppage  and  pain  whereof  the  child  was  ex« 
tremely  wafted,  but  from  the  moment  it  came 
away  was  at  perfed  eafc  :  fo  foon  can  God  when 
he  pleafes  turn  our  mourning  into  jDy.  I  trouble 
your  Ladylhip  with  a  more  particular  account  of 
this,  becaufe  you  are  pleafed  to  be  concerned  for 
me ;  and  your  advice  to  leave  off  fyringing,  which 
I  told  your  Ladyfhip  did  always  put  the  child  into 
grievous  agonies,  was  by  God's  good  providence 
very  happy  for  the  child,  becaufe  it  would  proba- 
bly have  forced  up  the  cork  fo  far  that  it  dould 
not  have  been  got  down. 

I  came  to  town  on  purpofe  two  or  three  days 
after,  to  have  prevented  your  Ladyfliip's  further 
trouble  of  fearching  out  the  papers,  for  which  I 
moft  humbly  thank  you,  and  have  no  occafioa 
now  to  call  for  them.  But  I  found  your  Ladyfliip 
gone  the  day  before ;  and  now  it  is  time  to  come 
to  your  letter,  and  to  tell  your  Laiyfhip  how  glad 
I  am  to  hear  that  all  your  Ounily  ^  well,  and  that 
you  meet  with  fome  reft  after  ;^our  toil  and  la^ 
bour  in  abufinefs,  from  whicJi  I  heartily  pray  that 
you  and  your  good  daughter  may  reap  all  the 
comfort  and  fatisfadion  ^at  you  can  wifli ;  and 
that  the  prefent  appe;M*ances  of  things  feem  fo 
fairly  to  promife.  ^ut  I  need  not  tell  to  your 
Ladyfhip  how  littfc  reckoning  is  to  be  made  of 
any  of  the  comf^Jts  of  this  world.  All  our  hopes 
but  thofe  of  another  world,  are  built  upon  uncer- 
tainty and  Vftiity.     Till  we  come  to  the  regions 

above, 
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above,  we  (hall  never  be  out  of  the  reach  of  ^^^ 
ftorms  and  tempefts.  Thither  let  us  always  be 
afpiring  in  our  minds,  and  prefiing  forwards  to- 
wards that  bTeffed  ftate.  But  why  do  I  fay  this 
to  one  that  hath  a  much  more  lively  fenfe  of  thefe 
things ! 

I  pray  God  to  preferve  my  Lord  Cavendilh  in 
his  travels  from  the  hazards  of  all  kinds  to  which 
he  is  likely  to  be  expofed,  and  to  return  him  to 
you  and  to  his  excellent  lady  greatly  improved 
in  all  true,  noble,  and  virtuous  qualities.  My 
mind  doth  prefage  much  happinefs  to  you  in 
him ;  I  am  fure  I  earneftly  wifli  it.  I  will  not 
forget  your  commands  of  congratulation  when  I 
fee  my  Lord.  As  for  my  friend*  who  is  fo 
mindfull  in  the  midft  of  his  profperity  of  his  old 
friends,  I  beg  of  your  Ladyfhip  when  you  have 
the  opportunity  to  let  him  know,  that  I  have  a 
true  fenfe  of  his  conflant  friendfhip.  For  the 
paper  he  mentions,  I  believe  it  is  well  received 
generally  on  both  (idest.  For  mens  heats  are 
much  allayed,  and  they  have  now  patience  to  hear 
of  their  faults,  if  they  be  told  them  in  a  civil  way, 
without  anger  and  ill-wili,  as  that  paper  does  with 
great  {kill,  confidering  the  nicety  and  tendernefs 
of  the  fubjefi.  So  that,  if  it  hath  not  fully  pleafed 
both^  it  hath  the  good  fortune  to  have  provoked 

•  Suppofed  to  be  Doctor  Fitzwilliam, 
t  Sam.  Johnfon's  Way  to  Peace  among  all  Protcft- 
ants,  &c. 

neither. 
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168^'  neither.  It  is  too  much  according  to  my  mind 
tor  me  to  be  (it  to  commend  it.  I  will  only  fay 
this  of  it^  that  it  is  both  very  artificial,  and  very 
honeft<«— two  things  which  feldom  meet  together. 

I  ought  now  to  make  a  long  apology  for  this 
long  trouble  I  have  given  you,  but  I  will  not,  ii| 
cxcufe  of  one  fault,  commit  another. 

I  pray  God  to  preferve  you  and  yours,  and  to 
lend  us  a  good  meeting  at  your  return  to  Lon« 
don.  In  the  mean  time,  and  for  ever,  I  muft 
remain^ 

Honoured  Madam, 

Your  Ladylhip*s  obliged. 

And  moft  humble  fervant, 

JO,  TILLOTSON, 
Canterbury,  6  Sept.  i688. 


LETTER     LXIX. 
Lady  Russell  to  Lord  Cavendish. 


I 


DESIRE  this  may  aflure  Lord  Cavendifh  he 
had  fumiihed  the  laft  poll  with  the  moft  agreea- 
ble entertainment  I  can  receive  by  it,  fince  I  can 
have  no  better  content  in  this  world  than  to 
have  your  Lordihip  ^confirm  my  hope  that  you 
are  pleafed  with  your  fo  near  relation  to  us  here» 
that  you  believe  us  kind  to  you,  and  value  our 
being  fo.. 

Thcrt 
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There  is  nothing  that  is  tender,  or  of  fervice       ^^^ 
to  your  perfon,  which  it  does  not  engage  tne  to, 
with  a  paflion  no  words  can  tell  you,  but  my 
anions  will,  if  ever  I  have  an  opportunity  to 
do  it« 

Your  news  is  of  great  importance  to  the  public 
concerns,  and  'tis  to  my  private  ones  that  you 
believe  me  very  well  pleafed  that  I  can  Ggn  this 
with  the  title  of. 

My  Lord, 
Your  Lordfhip's  moft  humble  fervant. 

And  affeSionate  mother, 
5  Oa.  1688.  R.  RUSSELL. 


LETTER     LXX. 

Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam. 

If  you  could,  good  Doftor,  fee  the  letter  I  left 
in  my  clofet  at  London,  it  would  be  a  demon- 
ftration  to  you,  that  no  hafly  or  irregular  motion 
puts  my  friends  out  of  my  mind,  for  though  I 
failed  in  the  executive  part,  yet  I  was  not  care- 
lefs  in  that  took  up  more  of  my  time.  I  very 
formally  writ  my  letter,  laid  by  the  gazettes,  and 
then,  as  in  our  beft  endeavours  we  often  do  fpoil 
all,  by  fome  defeft  in  the  clofc,  fo  did  I  now, 
by  forgetting  to  give  my  letter  to  be  fent  to 
you. 

I  was 
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^/,?-  I  was  but  two  whole  days  in  town,  went  on  Sa- 

turday^  was  early  back  on  Tuefday,  found  all  here 
well^  as  I  blefs  God  I  left  them,  and  all  at  Lon- 
don in  amaze,  all  talking  of  the  fame  matter ;  and 
I  believe  there  is  no  confiderable  change  fioce, 
for  it  was  then  agreed  the  Prince  of  Orange  could 
not  be  ready  for  failing  till  this  day.  This  fort 
of  weather  and  wind  keeps  the  apprehenfions  at 
a  diftance,  and  if  it  continues  any  time,  may  pof- 
fibly  difperfe  them  altogether ;  but  'tis  known  to 
God  alone  what  fiiall  be  the  event  of  thefe  things. 
We  may  wonder,  and  heartily  fay,  his  ways  are 
unfearchable,  and  paft  finding  out. 

Thofe  are  happy,  who  in  the  midft  of  confu- 
(ions  can  faithfully  believe  the  end  of  all  (hall  be 
reft ;  and  if  we  can  evidence  to  our  hearts,  we 
have  a  title  according  to  the  promifes  of  the  gof- 
pel,  to  that  happy  reft,  what  can  be  a  very  uneafy 
difturbance  ?  Nothing  ihould  be  I  am  certain ; 
yet  we  find  pretences  for  it.  I  think  I  fear  not 
for  myfelf,  but  I  am  afraid  what  rifque  my  chil- 
dren may  run ;  and  if  that  were  not,  our  weak 
faith  would  furnifh  us  out  with  fome  other  reafon 
to  juftify,  as  we  fancy,  our  too  great  carefulnefs. 
I  will  do  what  I  can  not  to  exceed,  and  fo  bid 
you  adieu  for  this  time. 

5  OU.  1688. 


LET- 
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LETTER    LXXL 

Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwillxam. 

OUCH  letters  as  yours.  Sir,  do  not  difturb  my 
quiet,  but  quiet  my  difturbance.  Before  this,  I 
guefs,  if  mine  of  the  5th  does  not  mifcarry  one 
way,  as  that  will  tell  you  another  did  another  way, 
you  will  know  I  wanted  not  yours  to  draw  your 
return  from  me.  I  forgot  when  I  writ  on  Fri- 
day, to  put  up  the  Gazettes,  nor  are  they  entire 
now,  for  my  journey  to  London  put  me  and 
them  out  of  order,  and  all  of  late  date  are  wanting. 
The  winds  keep  them  back,  as  it  does,  as  the 
King  fays,  the  Dutch  at  a  diftance  from  us.  Thus 
we  are  experimenting  how  much  God  can  reftrain 
the  fpirit  of  Princes,  and  by  holding  in  the  winds^ 
difappoint  the  greateft,  and  doubtlefs,  as  they 
think,  the  wifeft  laid  defigns*. 

What  has  pafs'd  between  the  fiifliops  and  the 
King,  is,  we  are  told,  a  fecret ;  but  things  are 
coming  about  into  their  old  channel,  above  any 
expe£iation  you  or  I  had  when  we  met  laft*. 

*  On  30  Sept.  the  Bifhop  of  London's  fufpenfion  was 
taken  oiF.  3  OA.  the  King  having  defired  the  advice  of 
the  Archbiftiop  of  Canterbury,  nine  Biihops  attended  him 
with  ten  articles,  as  the  beft  means  to  reftore  his  affairs. 
In  confequence  of  which,  the  Ecclefiaftical  Commiflion 
was  diifolved,  popiih  magiftrates  were  difplaced,  and  an 
Older  for  reftoring  Magdalen  College  .j  its  rights,  andapro* 
cbmatipn  for  reftoring  the  charters  of  c  /porations.  Sahtun. 

I  have 
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^J-  I  have  fcarce  had  time  to  run  over  your  philo- 

fophical  ledurCj  but  I  fuppofe  if  I  had,  or  when 
I  have  read  it  at  more  leifure  over,  I  fliall  not 
find  myfelf  very  well  fumilhed  to.ufe  many  words 
in  my  anfwer ;  now  I  have  none,  for  my  letters 
are  called  for,  and  the  company  come  into  my 
chamber,  which  I  keep  for  a  great  cold.  I  have 
been  complaining  in  moft  of  my  letters,  how  near 
to  nothing  I  am  when  this  poor  carkafs  is  dif- 
eafed,  fo  very  feeble  in  my  mind  and  body ;  but 
I  mend  my  opinion  of  myfelf  now  I  read  how 
liftlefs  you  are  upon  fuch  another  occafion.  I 
am  glad  yours  is  near  over ;  mine  is  but  begun, 
nor  would  my  letter  be  more  I  think,  if  I  had 
time  to  enlarge.  The  Anatomy  of  an  EquivaUnl 
is  the  neweft  good  paper  I  know ;  I  have  been 
lent  it  only  to  read^  and  have  it  not  any  more*. 

7  0£i.  1688. 

♦  Of  the  Equivalent^  Ralph  fays,  when  the  King  un- 
dertook to  foften  the  Clergy  with  the  promife  of  an  Equi- 
valent, he  as  efiedually  deceived  faimfelf  as  he  deilgnedto 
deceive  them.  Churchmen  can  have  no  equivalent  for 
wealth,  power,  dignity,  and  importance ;  and  they  knew  by 
themfelve^,  that  if  the  priefls  and  partifans  of  Rome  ever 
procured  themfelves  a  legal  edablifliment  in  the  conftitutiOD* 
they  would  not  bear  the  (hadow  of  a  rival.  The  Marquis 
of  Halifax  employed  his  excellent  pen  againft  the  £qui« 
valent. 


JUET. 
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LETTER    LXXII 
Lady  Russelx.  to  Loas  Cav^npish^ 

My  Lord^ 

XxS  yours  writ  16th  OEL  has  lain  by  me  many 
days,  fo  I  may  by,  and  juftify  the  faying  k,  that 
I  have  as  often  been  defirous  to  tell  you  how  weU 
come  thefe  marks  of  refped  and  remembrance 
are  to  me ;  but  I  will  not  by  infignificant  letters 
make  often  wail  of  fo  precious  a  thing  as  time  is^ 
which,  if  mifpent,  can  never  be  recovered,  fince 
it  can  never  be  recalled;  and  if  employed  as  fiich 
by  you,  as  I  doubt  not  but  it  is,  you  are  then  a 
gainer  by  every  moment  of  it,  to  the  honour  and 
pleafure,  I  truft,  of  many  years :  and  that  yov 
may  do  fo,  and  then  be  fo  rewarded  lor  your  in« 
genious  labour,  you  have  the  ftrongeft  wilh  of  my 
affeftionate  heart,  and  conftant  prayers  to  the  great 
Difpenfer  of  all  good  to  us  h\a  creatures. 

I  am  glad  that  in  your  folitude  (for  fuch  I  e£» 
teem  your  ftay  at  Bruflels)  you  have  met  with  fo 
good  a  companion  as  Lord  Kingfton*  I  refift 
my  will  when  I  do  not  urge  you 

&:c.  But  finding 
you  are  going  further  from  us,  I  mull  tell  you 
how  concernedly  my  prayers  and,  bed  wiflies 
attend  yon.      Your  return  would  be  a  time  of 

more 
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168?.'  tnott  fenfible  content  to  me,  and  yet  if  I  were  to 
difpofe  of  your  perfon,  what  you  are  to  do  (hould 
be  my  choice  for  you  1  for  to  live  well  in  the 
world,  'tis  for  certain  mod  neceflary  to  know  the 
worid  well.  We  are  under  the  fame  prote&ion 
in  all  places  where  we  can  be.  *Tis  very  true  the 
circumftances  of  our  beings  do  fometimes  require 
our  better  diligence  and  watch  over  ourfelves, 
than  at  other  times;  and  'tis  now  going  to  be  fo 
with  your  Lordfhip :  you  are  launching  into  the 
ocean;  if  you  fteer  wifely,  you  fecure  a  calm 
for  your  whole  life ;  you  will  difcern  the  vanity 
of  all  the  pomps  and  glories  of  this  world;  how 
little  intrinfic  good  there  is  in  the  enjoyment !  and 
how  uncertain  'tis  how  long  we  fliall  enjoy  that 
good  there  is  in  them !  And  by  obfervation,  you 
will  be  made  fenfible  how  much  below  the  dig- 
nity of  human  nature  'tis  to  gain  one's  point,  let 
the  matter  be  what  it  will,  by  any  mean  or  infin- 
cere,way. 

Having  proved  all,  I  hope  you  will  choole  the 
bed,  and  take  under  your  care  the  whole  compafs 
of  virtue  and  religion* 

OS.  i688. 
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LETTER    LXXIIL 

Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fxtzwilliam* 

JVLy  good  intention  has  been  hid  from  you» 
good  Do£lor^  by  my  letter,  &c.  failing  to  come 
to  your  hands,  which  I  fent  the  2ift  of  this  months 
as  I  find  it  upon  record  in  my  noted  paper;  there 
is  nothing  loft  by  it,  except  that  mark  which  writ- 
ing gives  of  my  rerpe€i  towards  you ;  and  that 
you  do  not  queftion,  I  believe. 

We  in  the  country  are  ftill  kept  under  wonder 
and  expectation;  the  cloud  is  very  thick  that's 
^read  over  us  ;  but  this  is  our  fupport  (if  we  can 
but  maintain  our  courage  for  awhile)  that  nothing 
that  can  befall  us  can  hurt  us  much ;  being  the 
power  of  man  reaches  no  further  than  thefe  frail 
bodies,  that  muft,  however,  in  a  little  while  lye 
down,  Hill  that  glorious  day  of  the  Lord,  when 
all  men's  works  (hall  be  tried  by  a  right  judg-* 
ment.  Then  fliall  we  fee  many  juftified  that  have 
ftood  condemned  with  the  world;  'till  then  I 
defire  to  wait  with  patience. 

I  have  told  you  before,  if  my  paper  has  at  all 
come  to  you,  that  Lord  Bedford  is  preparing  to 
remove  from  this  place,  if  the  Prince  lands  north- 
wards, to  Chenies  in  Buckinghamihire. 

I  hear  Lord  Cavendifli  is  well  at  BruiTels ;  he 
bys,  he  has  much  of  my  Lord  Kii\gfton's  cotxum 

J£c  pany, 


A.D. 
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^«i£*  paiiy,  who  being  there,  will  ftay  till  he  hears  a 
little  more  from  hence.  God  have  you  in  his 
protection,  is  Ae  prayer  of 

Your  friend  and  fervant. 
2Bth  OBoher,  1688. 

,  The  Dutchefs  of  Somerfet  I  hear  has  at  girL 


LETTER    I.XXIV. 
Lady  Russell  to  Lady  Alingtok. 

Xf  I  did  not  know  tnyfelf  to  be  the  vorft  cor- 
refpondent  in  the  world,  I  fbould  be  more  care* 
ful  to  improve  that  which  you  fo  kindly  begun 
with  me  j  yet  to  let  my  fifter  fee  I  am  not  care^ 
lefs  in  taking  advantage  of  the  firft  pretence,  I 
thinkj  is  offered  me  to  juftify  fending  a  dull  letter^ 
I  take  that  of  your  coming  to  your  new  houfc. 
'Tis  ufual  tp  congratulate  or  condole  at  changes  1 
I  am  glftd  I  begin  with  the  firft ;  and  I  hope  the 
liQie  you  are  to  pafs  in  this  imperfeft  ftate  will 
be  fo  happy  to  you,  that  in  ail  the  various  events 
of  a  changing  world,  your  friends  that  furviv^ 
the  few  remaining  days  I  have  to  ftay  in  it,  fhall 
ftill  have  wufe  to  be  glad>  not  mourn  with  you* 
If  wiflicswerenot  unprofitable,  I  (hould  contru. 
bute  towards  it ;  and  think  my felf  too  inconfider^ 
able  xp  do  it  any  other  way>  except  by  my  too 
iinworthy  prayew,  which  are  ever  prefented  before 

the 
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At  dinHic  of  grace  for  good  to  all  my  friends^  in      ^^- 
which  number  I  fincerely  defire  I  may  find  you» 
and  ihat  you  will  receive  as  fuch  to  you^ 
Dear  fitter, 

Your's  affe£lionately, 
1688.  R*  RUSSELU 
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Lady  Russell  to  Da.  Fitzwilliam. 

J[  AM  very   forry  the  motion  you   made  me 

about  money  was  not  for  yourfelf,  and  that  by 

my  receiving  it,  I  might  at  fuch  a  time  as  this 

have  had  the  opportunity  of  doing  you  fome  little 

fervice ;  for  it  was  purely  upon  that  confideration 

I  accepted  to  take  it ;  and  being  it  was  not  fo,  I' 

am  glad  the  party  was  not  met  with,  left  my  ex- 

preflion  in  the  matter  was  not  clear  to  you,  whp 

feemed  to  underftand  me  as  if  I  would  ftill  deal 

in  the  things,  by  faying  it  may  reft  till  you  hear 

(Vom  her,  or  fee  me.  I  eafiiy  believe  my  thoughts 

might  be  confufed  to  a  degree  that  I  could  fpeak 

nothing  plain,  for  if  I  had,  you  would  have  un- 

derftood  that  my  faying.  Get  it  in  if  you  can,  and 

I  will  fecure  it  for  you  (which  I  think  were  tha 

words)  was  purely  in  relation  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam 

himfelf ;  for  whofe  convenience  I  would  moft  wiU 

lingly  have  had  the  trouble  I  muft  have  met  by 

taking  it;  but  defire  to  be  excufed  from  it,  finc« 

Ec^  it 
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^^  it  is  not  fo.  I  am  of  the  nuBd  foa  waul  taoite 
advice  than  my  former,  which  was  to  lay  in  |Mro^ 
vifion  beforehand;  now  it  is  to  be  honeft  to  yomew 
felf,  a  caution  you  little  thought  to  meet  with,  but 
upon  my  word  I  think  I  can  maintain  the  phrafe ; 
niy,  I  could  go  further,  and  fay  you  are. not  ho- 
neft to  your  neighbour ;  but  I  will  give  over, 
only  repeat  the  old  faying  to  make  good  my 
point,  '*  Too  much  pity  fpoils  a  city."  I  have 
rambled  the  more,  becaufe  one  is  in  prudence 
confined  not  to  fpeak  of  matters  one  is  ftrangely 
bent  to  be  talking  of*. 

The  ufe  you  would  (if  there  is  caufe  for  it)  put 
my  gallery  to,  you  may.  Sir,  very  freely ;  for  my 
own  part,  I  don't  think  that  great  houfe  to  be  fo 
well  chofen ;  *tis  too  much  in  view  I  doubt ;  how- 
ever, that  is  left  to  your  confideration. 

I  wifli  you  very  heartily  well  direfted  in  all 
your  concerns,  little  and  great,  and  am,  with  true 
cordial  kindnefs. 

Your  friend  and  fervant, 

R.  RUSSELL.. 
16  November,  1688. 

*  The  Prince  of  Orange  being  now  landed ;  his  decl»* 
ration ;  the  King's  anfwering  it ;  the  aflbciation  ;  delertioa 
of  the  King's  troops  ;  fome  of  the  Prince's  friends  taken  : 
petitions  for  a  parliament,  with  the  other  circumftanccs  at 
tfiat  time,  mull  (ill  all  minds  with  apprehcnfions  and  anxiety. 


LET- 
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LETTER     LXXVL 
Lady  Russell  to  the  Earl  of  STRArroRD, 
My  Lord^ 

1  HAVE  very  juftly  obeyed  the  commanda  of 
your  LordOiip's  laft  letter,  30th  Oftober,  both  to 
my  Lord  Bedford  and  my  fifter ;  and  had  not 
faird  fooner  to  have  made  my  report  of  doing  fo 
to  your  Lordihip,  and  with  what  fentiments  they 
received  your  valuable  efteem,  and  fo  refolved 
an  affedion,  as  you  exprefs ;  but  I  had  put  my 
letter  into  Lady  Clinton's  hands  before  I  h^d 
Ihew'd  it  to  my  Lord  Bedford,  and  fo  ftay'd 
for  its  return  to  me,  which  that  good  Lady  took 
care  it  ihould  do.  With  fome  advantage,  fend^ 
ing  vith  it  a  particular  how  the  money  for 
Stowel  was  difpofed  of.  I  believe  I  might  ac^ 
cidentally  induce  her  to  it,  tho*  my  words  did 
not  require  it ;  which  were  only,  that  if  the 
money  was  not  fo  paid,  as  that  the  portion 
would  clear  the  jointure,  I  forefaw  a  rock  not  to 
be  got  over,  if  times  fliould  fo  fettle,  that  bufi- 
nefs  of  fuch  a  nature  could  proceed.  And  truly, 
my  Lord,  I  think  difcouragements  do  vifibly  wear 

,  but  the  ftorm  rather  increafes,  that  will  not 
admit  of  leafure  for  difpatcbe$  of  this  nature. 
I  am  charged  with  more  refpe3ful  compliments 

:  Ee  3  from 


A.  o. 
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^•gj-  from  my  Lord  Bedford  than  I  know  how  to 
exprefs;  and  when  our  troubles  are,  by  the 
power  and  mercy  of  God,  lels  violent,  I  fhall 
watch  the  time  to  pleafe  your  Lordfhip  in  my 
reports,  better  than  it  has  been  my  fortune  cf 
late  to  do,  tho*  I  have  at  all  times  equally  de- 
fired  to  approve  myfelf. 

25  November,  1688. 


LETTER    LXXVIL 
Lady  Russell  to  Lady  Clinton. 

J.  IS  fit  yor  LadyOiip  ihould  know  I  reccired 
youf  letter,  and  the  inciofed,  which  was  more 
than  Ibok't  for,  the  meaning  I  had  being  only  to 
hmt  what  blocks  I  feared  might  be  found,  when 
other  difficulties  might  be  furmounted;  but  you 
are  too  watchful  a  friend  to  leave  any  thing  uiw 
done,  which  may  be  of  the  leaft  ufe.  I  hope  the 
money  is  well  bulbanded,  tho*  I  want  ikill  to 
know  juftly  what  the  portion  may  difcharge. 

But,  Madam^  nothing,  I  think,  can  juft  now 
occafion  a  refolution  for  a  treaty,  the  cloud  ovef 
us  hangs  too  heavy.  I  have  writ  this  poft  to  my 
Lord,  and  hope  he  will  not  comphin,  at  leaft 
aotof 

j»g  November,  i688, 

LET- 
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LlTtER     LXXVIII. 
Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwiiliam. 

±  RULY,  good  Doftor,  you  ar6  very  condtf- 
(ccnding^  to  take  my  pretending  to  advife  in  fd 
good  part ;  I  thought  I  had  a  good  afluraticA 
you  would  do  fo,  or  I  (hould  not  have  been  fo 
free,  being  nchody  abounds  lefs  in  their  own 
fenfe  than  I  believe  I  do ;  but  where  I  wifli  well^ 
and  fuppofe  it  will  be  well  taken,  I  fpeak  freely. 
I  was  not  apt  to  think  you  ever  were  vain  or  la- 
vilh  in  your  own  layings  outj  only,  perhaps,  not 
reftraining  enough  in  very  allowable  expences^ 
nay  commendable  ones  in  another  a^ ;  but  the 
profped  at  home  called  upon  us  to  provide :  yet^ 
white  I  am  relle£iing  thus  wifely,  1  feel  who  wants 
fevere  reproof,  and  cannot  draw  up  fo  unblame- 
able  a  particular  as  you  have  taken  the  pains  to 
do ;  but  however  'tis,  we  can  only  do  our  bell 
for  the  time  to  come ;  and  I  pr^y  God  to  put  the 
fame  earneil  care  into  the  hearts  of  all  the  peo- 
ple of  this  nation.   There  is  no  time  fo  hazardous 
but  the  righteous  and  the  repentant  may  run  into 
him  and  be  fafe ;  and  if  we  muft  not  efcape  the 
judgments  of  the  fword,  yet  I  truft  it  fiiall  cut 
oif  only  fuch,  as  mo(^  notorioufty  cumber  God's 
ground :  and  that  in  tke  midft  of  wrath  He  will 
remember  mercy,  .if  we  will  but  tiieet  him  in  his 
t        .  £e  4  judgment^ 


AD. 
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tm!      judgments^  as  miferable  linners  ought  to  do;  and 
as  I  queftion  not  but  numbers  in  this  land  do. 

It  was  furprizing  to  hear  of  the  Princefs's  ab- 
fenting  herfelf  *^  but  one  hears  every  day  fo  much, 
which  is  fo,  that  unlefs  one  would  write  a  volume^ 
ftis  noteafy  to  enter  on  the  fubjed  ofnews;  and 
yet  it  being  more  difficult  to  reft  on  any  other^  I 
will  conclude  this  from 

Your  ever  afFe£kionate  friend  and  fenrant^ 

R.  RUSSELL. 
30  November^  i688« 


LETTER    LXXIX. 
Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam. 

1  WISH  you  profperous,  good  Doftor,  in  your 
new  oeconomy,  and  hope  it  is  fo  far  off  being 
too  late,  that  it  is  too  early  to  begin,  more  than 
is  very  decently  prudent ;  fince,  I  truft,  we  have 
fome  reafonable  profpeft  to  believe  fuch  as  you 
yourfelf  may  live,  and  enjoy  what  is  their  own. 
So  great  a  change  has  appeared  in  the  fpace  of 
one  month.  May  the  great  Difpenfator  of  all 
thefe  wonderful  events  difpofe  our  hearts  and 
minds,  and  dire6l  them  to  a  right  ufe  of  fo  much 
mercy  ;  and  let  it  be  his  will  to  perfed  the  work 
he  has  to  do  among  us,  to  the  comfort  of  every 

*  Princefs  Anne  went  away  NoVt  25. 

ferious 
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ferious  and  thoughtfull  Chriftian.     It  is  a  time,  I       ^^^ 
confefs^  one  would  be  very  glad  to  fpend  fome 
hours  in  free  difcourfe  with  a  friend  there  is  no 
need  to  difguife  any  thought  before ;  when  'tis 
dcny'd,  one  muft  be  content  as  one  can. 

I  think,  having  ftay'd  fo  long  in  the  country^ 
in  the  hurly  burly,  we  ihall  trjr-it  a  little  longer. 
The  carriers  and  coachmen  that  come  from  the 
North,  inform  us  many  gentry  in  the  North  are 
in  arms,  all  horfe;  that  in  Yorkfliire  they  may  have 
10,000  as  foon  as  they  pleafe  ;  but  they  refufe  all 
except  horfe ;  and  that  many  Papifts  were  got 
into  Hull.  This  night's  letters  fignify  the  fur- 
prizing  of  that  place,  and  declaring  for  a  free 
parliament  *. 

I  am.  Sir,  and  ever  to  continue  fuch» 

Your  faithfull  friend  and  fervant, 

R.  RUSSELL. 
8  December,  i688* 

We  have  now  got  Gazettes  again,  fo  have  fent 
them ;  though  you  hear  too  much,  perhaps^ 
to  read  where  you  are. 

♦  The  Earl  of  Danby  made  himfelf  mafter  of  Yoik  ; 
Colonel  Copley  fuiprizeil  Hull,  and  Teiz'd  Lord  Langdale, 
die  Governor,  a  Roman  Catholic ;  Lord  Delamere  did 
good  fervice  in  the  North;  the  Earl  of  Devonfliiie  at 
Derby  ;  York  and  Berwick  declared  for  a  free  pariiament. 


LET- 
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A.  0. 


LETTER    LXXX. 

Lady  Russell  ro(fuppofed  Dr.  Burn£t.)". 

JdEC  AUSE  I  think  I  cannot  be  deceived,  when 
I  perfuade  myfelf  that  my  writing  a  few  lines,  to 
bear  a  tcftimony  of  my  gratefull  remembrance, 
and  faithful  refpefis,  will  not  be  tedious  to  you,  I 
chufe  to  fend  it,  as  often  as  I  can  find  ways  to 
the  ♦  I  nay,  I  have,  I  may  fay,  created  this, 

fince  the  bearer  of  it  has  no  other  errand  than  to 
.carry  this  paper,  and  return  charged,  I  hope,  with 
fuch  good  reports  as  every  good  foul  wilhes  for. 
Curiofity  may  be  too  eager,  and  therefore  not  t6 
be  jiiftiBed,  but  fure  *tis  unavoidable. 

I  do  not  afk  you  fliould  fatisfy  any  part  of  it 
further  than  you  can  in  fix  lines ;  but  I  would 
fee  fomething  of  your  hand-writing  upon  Englifh 
ground,  and  not  read  in  print  only,  the  labour  of 
your  brain.  Here  has,  of  late,  been  fome  iheets 
laid  to  your  charge  (as  t  )  and  fo 

much  juftice  you  receive,  that  the  world  never 
lays  a  dull  one  upon  you.  1  will  confider  the 
compafs  of  a  letter  is  too  narrow  to  contain  all  t 
could  find  to  fay  to  you ;  and  you  are  too  bufie 
to  urge  fuch  an  employment,  as  reading  my 
epiftles  on  you. 

•  Words  omitted,  t  Words  omitted, 

I  have 
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I  have  pleared  itiyrelf,  ahd  now  I  will  retire       ^^^ 
to  fuch  contemplations  as  the  wondrous  Provi^i- 
dence  of  every  day  furniflies  to  all  thinking  crea^ 
tures. 

May  our  hearts  and  mindfi  be  dlre&ed  to  m 
due  ufe  of  them»  and  ever  full  of  praife  to  God^ 
and  prayers  for  the  vifible  Mover>  that  caufes  fo 
tnighty  a  revolution  as  we  fee ;  and  how  much 
greater  is  it  like  to  be  if  they  go  on  blefs*d^  and 
carry  the  caufe  they  fo  glorioufly  manage  with  an 
happy  fuccefs. 

December  8j  1688. 


LETTER    LXXXL 
Lady  Russell  to 

JL  he  fufpence  we  have  been  under  was  very 
tedious ;  I  every  day  hoped  you  would  have 
found  fome  way  or  other  to  let  me  hear  froni 
the  quarters  you  are  in,  but  I  believe  a  prudent 
caution  has  kept  me  ignorant. 

I  am  certain  ray  beft  wiihes  has  attended  him 
you  went  away  with  from  hence ;  and,  as  I  ap- 
prehend, he  has  been  profperous  to  his  defires^ 
and  I  hope  he  will  ever  be  fo.  If  I  could  fee 
how  I  could  do  more  than  wifli  or  pray  for  it,  I 
would  readily  make  it  appear  how  faithfully  I 
would  fcrve  him  and  his  interefts. 

What 
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What  you  may  write  or  tell  the  meflenger  who 
brings  you  this^  will  be  very  acceptable;  and 
much  more  to  fee  you^  and  lead  you  the  three 
mile  walk^  which  I  would  walk  again  upon  that 
condition,  though  I  Jiave  not  done  it  fince  I  walkt 
it  with  you.  I  fuppofe  you  are  at  all  limes  bet* 
ter  employed  than  you  will  be  in  reading  this 
paper;  for  your  cafe,  not  my  own,  I  clofc  it 
from 

8  December,  1688.  Your,  Sec. 


LETTER     LXXXn. 
La.  Russell  to  (fuppofed  Dr.  Fitzwilli  am.} 

JL  here  needs  no  art  to  engage  your  belief  of 
To  fincere  a  truth,  as  I  am  going  to  write  to  youi 
that  fince  I  purpofely  read  the  laft  verfe  of  the 
y3d  pfalm,  I  have  had  more  mind  to  fcribble  a 
few  lines  to  you  than  I  ever  had  in  my  life  ;  not 
from  any  hope  I  have  to  fpeak  any  thing  will 
pleafe  me;  my  thoughts  are  too  much  crouded  to 
get  a  paiTage  to  exprefs  what  I  feel.  My  reli- 
gion and  my  country  are  dear  to  me,  and  my 
own  hard  fate  will  ever  be  as  a  green  wound.  I 
need  fay  no  more  to  you.  I  have  been  but  too 
impatient  to  fay  fo  much.  I  have  fancied  it  a 
fort  of  guilt  not  to  do  it,  and  a  want  of  inge- 
nuity not  to  find  an  opportunity ;  yet  I  met  it 

sot 
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not  till  now.  If  I  had  writ  two  months  ago,  I  ^^* 
had  had  fomething  to  fay-  from  fome  of  your 
friends  that  would  be  lofs  to  your  time  to  repeat. 
I  will  only  fay  the  words  of  one  whofe  opinion 
you  then  defired  concerning  a  (heet  had  been 
writ  ♦.  They  were  thefe : — **  I  know  not  how  to 
**  commend  what  is  fo  exactly  my  own  fenfe,  and 
**the  words  I  could  have  been  glad  to  have  * 
**  faidt."  I  met  with  none  of  another  mind.  I 
was  two  or  three  days  in  London  at  that  very  in- 
ftant  of  time,  when  the  firft  confternation  Was 
upon  fome,  for  what  has  fince  fall'n  out,  which 
is  marvelous  iiTdeed !  Thofe  who  have  lived 
longeft,  and  therefore  feen  the  mod  change,  can 
fcarce  believe  it's  more  than  a  dream:  yet 'tis 
indeed  real»  and  fo  amazing  a  reality  of  mercy, 
as  ought  to  melt  and  ravifh  our  hearts  into  fub- 
jeftion  and  refignation  to  Him  who  is  the  dif- 
penfer  of  all  providences. 

1688. 

•  The  flicct  refcrr'd  to,  was  probably  Samuel  yohnforf$ 
Way  to  Peace  among  aU  Proteftants^  being  a  letter  of  re-» 
conciliation  fent  by  Bilhop  Ridley  to  Bifhop  Hooper,  with' 
obiervations,  licens'd  July  1688,  afterwards  feiz*d  by  oidec 
of  Lord  Sunderland, 

+  Tillotfon's.    Vide  p.  163. 


LET- 
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LETTER     LXXXIIL 

Lady  Russsli,  to  Or.  Fitzwilliau* 

X  OU  have  fince  I  faw  you,  good  Doaor,  To 
(hifted  places,  that  my  letters  cannot  find  you. 
{  writ  to  Windfor,  when  you  were  gone  to  Co- 
tenham,  and  yefterday  I  direfled  to  Cotenham ; 
at  night  I  heard  upon  what  melancholy  account 
you  were  gone  from  thence  to  poor  Lady  Gainf- 
borough's*.    I  imagine  your  coppaflionate  tem- 
per, and  true  chriftian  difpofition  to  mourn  with 
them  that  mourn  (which  I  have  had  full  proof  of) 
will  not  let  you  quit  that  diftrelTed  family.     So 
foon  as  this  will  reach  you,  be  fp  kind  to  me  as 
to  fay  fomething  to  my  Lady ;  I  will  own  all  you 
can  fay  that  is  kind  and  refpeSfulI,  and  fuiuble 
to  her  prefent  circumftances ;  I  confider  her  as 
one  has  been  a  bleffing  to  the  family  ;  (he  muft 
bave  known  much  forrow  and  care  in,  it,  but  flie 
cannot  mifs  a  reward  for  her  good  works ;  a«  to 
luerfelf,  I  have  ever  efteemed  her  perfon. 

I  pity  good  Lady  Betty,  though  I  believe  Lady 
Julian  may  have  the  greater  lofs;  the  firft,  I 
fancy,  may  have  the  greater  fenfe  what  the  want 
of  parents  is ;  but  I  have  a  good  hope  their  mo- 
ther's children  (hall  feel  the  mercies  of  God.    I 

*  Edward  Earl  of  Gaiiiiboiough's  death. 

Ihould 
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Ihould  be  glad  to  hear  the  father  has  done  his       ^^^ 
part  towards  their  provifion. 

Parliamejut  news  can  be  nothing  before  Mon- 
day ;  then  the  Houfe  of  Commons  are  to  take 
the  ftkte  of  the  nation  into  confideration*  and  the 
Lords  do  fo  on  Tuefday. 

I  mull  repeat  a  queftion  to  you  I  made  in  my 
letter  yefterday.  It  was  to  alk  you  if  I  am  right, 
that  you  ordered  me  to  lay  down  four  guineas  for 
you  towards  the  redemption  of  fom^  French  Pro- 
tefiants^  taken  ^oing  into  Holland^  and  made 
flaves  in  Algiers.  They  are  now  redeemed,  four 
ipinifters  or  five,  and  the  reil  proppfers.  My 
coufin  Ruvigny  has  paid  the  money,  and  I  am 
to  gather  to  reimburfe  him  the  greateft  part  if  I 
can»  1  have  fome  time  fince  writ  to  Lord  Camp- 
den  for  his  contribution,  and  he  bid  me  lay  down 
for  bioij  but  the  time  was  not  come  till  now,  fo  I 
will  remind  him  again  in  a  few  days,  but  I  think 
it  not  fit  yet  in  his  prefent  circumttances.  I  will 
add  no  more  at  this  time,  from 

Your  true  friend  and  fervant, 

R.  RUSSELL, 
^  JuffiMary^  1688-9. 

^  January  28,  the  Abdication  was  vcyted  by  the  Com- 
mons. 


LET- 
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LETTER    LXXXIV. 

Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam* 
Good  Doctor, 

GIVE  you  a  thoufand  thanks  for  taking  fo 
very  kindly  of  me  all  my  impertinences,  as  moll 
others  would  call  them,  but  a  good  meaning  ex-- 
cafes  all  to  a  good  man.  I  do  fo  little  doubt  of 
my  intereft  to  ferve  you,  in  the  point  you  aCk,  at 
anytime,  that  unlefs  you  urge  the  difpatch  of  it, 
I  will  defer  the  execution  of  it.  I  cannot  now 
fiay  to  expoftulate  why  I  would  do  fo ;  but,  in 
fliort,  a  hafty  afking  may  alarm,  and  be  thought 
to  be  an  occafion  of  putting  others  on  the  fame : 
and,  perhaps,  alfo  before  you  would  ufe  the  li- 
berty you  aflc,  accidents  may  abdicate  your  opi- 
nion. The  reafon  of  my  haft  is  expefting  every 
minute  Dodor  Lower  to  my  daughter  Cavendifli, 
who  was  taken  ill  laft  night,  in  a  manner,  if  Ihe 
had  not  had  the  fmalUpox,  one  woi^d  guefs  ihe 
would  have  it.  My  fifter  Mountague's  fon  has 
been  fo  too,  that  I  forbore  feeing  him,  but  yefter«-. 
day  that  fear  pafled  over. 

I  am  very  faithfully 
Your  friend  to  ferve  you  to  my  power, 

R.  RUSSELL. 
Thurfday,  March,  1688-9. 

I  hear  the  Dodor*«  coach. 

LET- 
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LETTER    LXXXV. 

Lady  Russell  to  Lord  Halifax. 

My  LoRi>» 

1  HAT  thh  i»biirlhen'd  whli  anhumbte  requi^ft 
you  will  foon  guefs.  What  that  is,  and  how  I  am 
engaged  to  iti  if  yoo  will  pteafe  to  read  the  letter, 
voa  will  know  the  firft ;  and  the  addrts&  wiH  tell 
ihe  latter.  It  was  the  fiirtheft  m  the  w^rld  from 
my  inteniioA  to  break  in  thus  upRon  yoiw  Lord- 
ibip,  and  ^ve  you  a  trouble  in  a  time  I  taike  fuch 
as  yourfelf  to  be  (if  you  could  be  fo)  overwhelmed 
vitb  bufifiefs ;  but  I  wa»  uneaf)^  lo  refiA  a  friend 
\  l^ve  fo  we^l  aa  Lady  Shaftibury,  finding  her 
ib  heartily  tntcrefted  in  thk  aiFatr  a^  ihe  is:^  and 
betb  the  Ladies  fo  fix^d  in  thsir  heHef>  doot  this 
would  be  moA  eiFeduaUy  done^if  youdr  Lordlhip 
would  aQ  in  it.  I  am  the  itiote  eafy  to  mov^ 
your  Lordlhip  to  do  fo,  from  the  profeflions  I 
have  had  the  honour  to  hear  you  make,  that  you 
would  readUy  and  ^adly  ferve  good  Lady  Shafts- 
bury,  who  is  difconfolate  enough,  and  imagines 
it  would  be  a  refreihmf^nt  to  pleafe  a  friend  fo 
very  much  as  the  obtaining  this  fuit  would  itiy 
Lady  Cowfer,  whom  ilie  haa  a  g^at  efteem  for^ 
and  I  take  her  to  be  worthy  of  it.  Sir  Willifeiind^ 
k  more  known  to  your  Lord&ip.  My  Lady 
F  f  Shaftfbury 
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^j^  Shaftfbury  is  fo  zealous  in  this  matter^  that  if  (he 
had  believed  her  requeft  more  immediately  from 
herfelf  to  your  Lordlhip,  would  have  been  better 
to  her  purpofe^  you  would  have  had  that  feparate 
from  this ;  but  being  I  was  to  do  fomething,  I 
thought  we  might  do  it  joyntly^  and  that  better^ 
becaufe  the  fliorteft  trouble  to  your  Lordfliip. — 
An  apology  added  to  all  this,  would  begin  anol 
ther  from 

Your  Lordfhip^s  moil  humble  fervanti 
Feb.  1688-9. 

Before  I  attempted  to  move  this  requeR  to  your 
Lordfliip,  I  tried  what  PoUexfen  could  ob« 
jed  againft  the  fitnefs  of  it.  He  made  no  ob- 
je&ion,  as  to  the  gentleman,  but  as  many 
others  do,  gave  him  a  very  good  charader; 
yet,  as  'tis  in  all  trades  not  to  help  another 
to  a  (hop  to  work  in,  faid,  it  might  be  the 
undoing  young  men.  His  friends  are  fecure 
in  him,  and  that  others^  as  well  as  hc^  have 
done  very  well. 


LETTER    LXXXVI. 

Lady  Russell  to  Lord  Halifax. 
My  Lord, 

Y  OUiBuft  needs  be  fo  well  acquainted  vrith  the 
folicitudes  moft  perfons  have  in  fuch  affain  as 
touch  them  very  near^  that  you  will  not  think 

it 
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it  very  ftrange^  Lady  Shaftlbury  and  I  have  been       ^^J^- 
prevailed  upon  by  Mr.  Cowper's*  friends  once 
again  to  prefs  your  Lordfhip  to  weigh  his  cafe^ 
and  ferve  him  in  it  if  it  may  be.     If  his  Majefty^ 
i¥hen  he  granted  this  requeft  in  the  behalf  of  Mr. 
Cowper,  was  pleafed  (as  I  underftood  from  your 
Lordfhip}  to  exprefs  his  fenfe  of  that  favour  as  a 
thing  extraordinary^  and  to  make  the  irregularity 
of  it  an  inftance  of  his  grace  to  Lady  Shaftfbury 
and  myfelf,  we  are  ready  to  embrace  his  Ma- 
jefty's  conceflions  in  the  largeft  fenfe,  being  dit 
pofed  to  think  as  highly  of  his  goodnefs  as  any 
circumftance  can  render  it,  and  therefore  would 
not  controvert  that  point,  though  very  under- 
ftanding  men,  and  feveral  eminent  difinterefted 
perfons  of  the  profeffion  of  the  law,  are  of  a  con- 
trary opinion  ;  and  the  frequent  inftances  that  are 
given  of  its  having  been  done  before,  feem  rather 
to  prove  it  has  been  ufed  as  an  encouragement 
for  young  gendemen,  to  ferve  the  King  in  that 
difficult  profeffion,  and  confequently  is  moft  pro- 
per for  fuch,  and  is  likely  to  induce  fuch  to  qua« 
lify  themfelves  to  ferve  their  King  and  country, 
^ith  more  honour  and  integrity,  than  perfons 
vhofe  firft  fteps  and  advances  in  the  world  teach  - 
them  Oiifting.     But  to  lay  our  partiality  afide,  I 
think  we  may  fay,  that  'tis  hard  to  guefs,  after 

♦  William,  afterwards  Earl  Cowper,  and  Lord  Chan- 
cellor.   He  died  October  lo,  1723. 

Ffa  the 
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^fift?'  the  King  has  given  the  place  to  Mp«  Ccmppciiv 
under  the  notion  oi*  its  being  irregular  in  re^^oft 
of  his  agOj  what  wprfe  reprefentatfons  the  com*' 
miffioTiers  can  have  made  of  him  to  the  King  i 
except  they  have  miflaken  the  matter  of  bA,  aad 
lold  his  Majefty  that  a  ni^an  of  twenty«*fbur  ia 
under  age  i  an  age  his  Majefty  has  found  i&  aol 
iincap^^ble  of  great  aftions. 

It  muft  be  fome  ftrange  inconveniency  attends 
Hig  this  grants  they  have  prefs^d^  that  could  movo 
the  King  to  detemune  his  pleafure  ib  foon  tQ 
one  that  yet  has  not  been  capable  of  oflPending 
in  that  ftationi  and  every  day  mends  the  fkvik  ho 
took  it  in  wkh.  Sure  this  is  a  matter  belov  the 
envy  of  the  Lords  Commiffioners »  SEod  whi^t  other 
reafons  they  can  have  in  foppreffing  him^  we  thinks 
it  not  proper  to  enquire  into.  Mr.  CowpcF  fistys^ 
that  if  the  teftimony  of  able  and  worthy  men  of 
the  fame  profeffion  to  the  contrary  of  their  fqg* 
geftions  will  remove  the  obftrudions  they  have 
laid  to  his  Msyefty^s  grace>  he  is  able  to  produce 
them,  though  men  of  the  fame  profeffion  are  im- 
turally  not  very  fbrward  in  thofe  offices. 

The  readinefs  your  Lordfliip  has  exprefi^df  to 
underuke  this  matter,  firft  in  compliment  t^  Laify 
ShafUbury  and  myfielf^  and  ikice  ta  the  hBoSty, 
makes  it  uimeceffary  to  urge  ^eal^  I  delrrer 
mine  with  fubmiffion  to  your  judgment,  that  ad« 
vantages  every  thing  it  undertakes. 

Your  Lordfhip'Sj  &c. 
LET. 
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LETTER    LXXXVII. 

Lapy  Russell  to  Sir  H.  Pollexfen, 
Attorfuy  GeneraL 

W  HAT  I  oflFcr  in  this  paper  to  Mr.  Attorney 
General,  I  fliould  with  a  better  will  do  perfonally, 
if  I  were  not  very  fare  it  would  be  very  much 
more  a  trouble  to  you  to  tell  you  in  your  chanw 
ber  my  true  joy  for  the  eminent  ftation  you  are 
in,  and  that  the  reafon  you  are  fo,  is  becaufe  you 
are  worthy  of  it ;  which  will,  I  hope,  be  the  pre- 
vailing rule  in  this  our  new  world;  though  I 
mud  think  there  has  been  a  failure  already  in  the 
perfon  of  one  about  you,  who  offered  fome  dif- 
courfe  to  me  when  I  was  laft  with  you.  I  have 
done  all  you  defired  of  me  then;  and  as  I  have 
praftifed  filence  under  long  fufferings,  t  can  do 
fo  in  any  cafe :  the  day  of  confolation  t  wait  for, 
is  not  to  be  met  with  in  this  lower  world.  But 
now.  Sir,  I  muft,  before  I  releafe  you,  eameftly 
intreat  your  good- will  on  the  behalf  of  Sir  WiU 
liam  Cowper*8  forif  whom  I  did  nstme  to  you,  and 
^(b  the  requeft  his  friends  defired  to  make  for 
him,  which  was  to  be  mstde  one  of  the  King*^ 
Council.  'Tis  very  true  you  did  not  approve  the 
thing,  though  you  fpoke  well  of  the  man ;  but 
your  exceptions  feemed  to  me  to  be  efpecially  in 
regard  to  young  gentlemen  i  that  it  was  not  ad« 
vifeaUe,  proving  for  the  mofl  part  a  ruin  to  them« 
li'is  friends  pciffifting  in  their  defire,  taking  aflTu- 
F  f  3  ranee 
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^•g^-  ranee  from  his  temper  he  would  do  well.  Lady 
Shaftfbury  and  myfelf  fo  engaged  in  it,  that,  by 
the  means  of  Lord  Halifax,  we  obtained,  the 
King's  pfomife;  and  Mr.  Cowper  kifs'd  the 
King's  hand  for  it.  Lord  Shrewfbury*  gave  the 
warrant,  and  now  it  ftops  at  the  Commiifioners 
of  the  Great  Seal;  and  as  they  tell  me,  becaufe 
Mr.  Attorney  is  not  contented  at  it.  I  am  forry 
if  it  is  fo  ;  and  if  the  bufinefs  had  not  proceeded 
fo  very  far,  I  would  not  urge  it.  But  the  re- 
flexion will  be  very  heavy  upon  Mr.  Cowper, 
and  not  eafy  to  my  Lady  Shaftfcury  and  myfelf; 
as  for  a  favour  to  us,  the  King  expreffed  he 
did  it,  and  after  fome  difficulty  at  the  irregularity 
of  it. 

♦  Charles  Talbot,  Earl,  afterwards  Duke  of  Shrcwfbuiy, 
(fon  to  Francis,  who  was  killed  in  a  duel  by  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham  in  1667,  and  brother  to  John  killed  in  a 
duel  by  Henry  Duke  of  Grafton)  after  mortgaging  his 
cftate,  he  remitted  40,000!.  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  went 
to  Hjlland,  and  drew  with  him  feveral  other  perfbns  of 
honour ;  for  that  and  other  good  fervices,  he  was  by  King 
William  preferred  to  be  Secretary  of  State,  and  to  many 
other  employments,  and  created  a  Duke.  He  died 
1717.  i8.-.[^r.  Comp.']  He  had  been  bred  a  Papift,  but 
had  forfakcn  that  religion,  upon  a  critical  enquiry  into 
the  points  of  controverfy,  in  which  he  was  aflifted  by  Til- 
lotfon.  He  was  a  man  of  ftri<a  honour  and  probity,  widi 
a  large  fhare  of  learning,  a  correft  judgment,  fweetnefs  of 
temper,  and  modefly  of  deportment,  that  charmed  all  who 
knew  him.  Buma. 

Pray 
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Pray  confider^  Mr.  Attorney,  all  difpenfing  ^^ 
powers  are  not  unlawful.  I  undertake  very  few 
things,  and  therefore  do  very  little  good  to  peo- 
ple ;  but  I  do  not  love  to  be  baulk'd,  when  I 
thought  my  end  compafled ;  and  though  you 
would  not  promote  us  in  it,  I  hope  you  will  not 
deftroy  us. 

Let  me  know,  if  you  pleafe,  how  it  ftands,  and 
if  you  can  be  inexorable  to  the  eameft  folicitudes 
of  a  mother,  who  I  muft  bring  to  you.  I  know 
not  what  to  fay  more,  but  that  I  am  forry  they 
were  ever  made  to  hope  for  it ;  Lady  Sha^fbury 
and  I  being. 

Yours,  &c. 


LETTER     LXXXVIIL 
Lady  Russell  to   Lady  Essex*. 

JDEING  I  read  your  Ladyfhip*s  obliging,  and 
fo  very  moving  letter,  on  Sunday,  I  muft  fay  why 
I  have  not  waited  on  you  fince ;  *tis  becaufe  I 
was  then  engaged  both  the  next  days  to  be  out 
of  town ;  yet  on  both  of  them  I  endeavoured  the 
fame  performance  I  am  now  about,  but  ftill  broke 
off  by  flight  but  unavoidable  interruption  lefs  ac- 
ceptable than  ufual,  fince  it  might  hazard  my 

*  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Arthur  Earl  of  Eflex,  daughter 
of  Algernon  Piercy,  Earl  of  Northumberland. 

F  f  4  feeming 
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^*  (eeteing  to  neceive  your  Ladyibip's  kindnefs  and 
yoi^r  orders  with  lefs  cofxUal  refped  than  I  do^ 
and  ever  will  do.  If  any  labour  I  toiild  taka 
Slight  be  of  the  neaneft  fervice  to  you,  I  aflopr 
you^  Madaoij  you  fhould  fcel  the  efiEeds  of  mf 
good  viU.  Butf  alasi  I  am  not  qualified)  nor 
have  opportunity  to  do  what  I  ihould  find  cotti* 
ten(  in'  doing,  as  mdft  certainly  I  fliould^  if  in  the 
*  leaft  degree  I  could  help  to  (often  thofe  tfaoughtS| 
which  by  fp  long  and  fo  conftant  a  fretting  on  a 
tender  body,  confumes  you  with  grief.  I  do  feel* 
ingly  mourn  with  you  at  the  new  imbitteringof 
that  cup  you  have  fo  deeply  drank  out  of  air 
r^ady.  But,  Madam,  be  carefu]  you  do  not  ag* 
gravate  circumftances  to  your  own  wrong.  That 
melancholy  which  has  fo  long  pofleft  your  foul^ 
is  apt,  I  believe,  to  turn  the  darkeft  fide  towards 
you ;  and  a  fore  not  (kinned  is  foon  made  to  fmaru 
nay  to  (brink,  when  any  thing  comes  nearer  to  it, 
as  if  it  were  touched  tho*  really  *tis  not.  This 
perhaps  may  be  your  cafe  at  prefect.  Reft  your 
thpughts  in  your  own  innocence,  Madam ;  no* 
<})ipig  that  is  worthy  can  (lander  you  in  their  nio{( 
fecret  thoughts,  much  leb  Sir  H.  C.  who  ii 
abroad,  alfo  moft  fecure  in  his  own  merit.  All 
thofe  intimated  in  your  letter,  arc  perfeftly  new 
to  me ;  and  I  muft  confent  to  fay  the  fame  thing 
your  Ladyfhip  does  of  them. 

In  what  I  can  ferve  the  juft  end  you  aim  at,  I 
will  be  very  diligent.     And  I  befecch  God  one 

day 
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4ay  to  fpeak  peace  to  our  afflided  minds^  and  let 
ys  not  be  difappoinfeed  of  our  great  hope.  But 
we  muft  vait  for  our  day  of  confolation  till  thi^ 
world  pafles  away ;  an  unkind  and  truftlefs  world 
^t  has  been  tp  us,  Why  it  has  been  fuch«  God 
knows  belt;  all  his  difpenlations  ferve  the  end 
of  his  providences ;  and  they  are  ever  beautifully 
and  muft  be  good«  and  good  to  every  one  of  us ; 
iuid  even  thefe  difmal  ones  are  to  us,  if  we  can 
bear  evidence  to  our  own  fouls^  that  we  are  bcU 
ter  for  our  aS^i&ions ;  which  God  often  makes 
them  to  be,  who  fuffer  wrongfully.  We  may 
ireafonably  believe  our  friends  find  that  reft 
we  yet  but  hope  for;  and  what  better  comfort 
can  your  Ladyilxip  or  I  defire  in  this  valley  of 
fbe  fliadow  of  death  we  are  walking  through! 
The  rougher  our  path  is»  the  more  delightfull 
^nd  ravifhiqg  will  the  great  change  be  to  us* 

Wednefday,  19  March^  1688^9. 


LETTER    LXXXIX/ 

Lady  Russsti  to 
Sir, 

JL  HO'  I  am  perfonally  a  ftranger  to  you,  yet 
that  difadvantage  does  not  difcourage  me  from 
prefenting  to  your  confideration  a  young  gen- 
tleman, who  is  very  folicitous  I  would  do  fo. 

And 


A.  O. 

f68S. 
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^ai  And  being  a  man  of  quality,  (and  his  father  the 
Earl  of  Anglefejr,  my  uncle  •  bymarriage)  I  was 
not  willing  to  fefafe  his  reqacft>  which  he  docs 
urge  very  powerfiiHy  with  me,  becaufe  very  mo- 
deftly  and  reafonably.  His  father  has  left  him 
very  deftitute,  and,  as  he  fays,  he  thinks  he  fhoold 
be  wanting  to  himfelf  if  he  did  not  feek  to  obtain 
ati  honefl  livelyhood ;  fo  I  think  too. 

He  aims,  at  Clerk  of  the  Prefentations,  which 
•  he  fays  is  not  honeflTy  worth  more  at  the  moft 
fhati  200K  a  year.  He  believes  himfelf  qualified 
for  the  fit  execution  6f  it,  and  if  you  find  him 
not  fo,  I  would  be  no  more  willing  that  yourfelf 
be  fbould  be  accepted  of,  being  I  would  have  all 
places  in  this  bleffed  change  of  times  given  to 
thofe  who  are  mofl  fit  to  execute  them,  and  there* 
.fore  am  glad  to  hear  the  univeifal  approbation  of 
that  truft  is  repofed  in  you,  which  I  wifh  you  a 
long  enjoyment  of  as^ 

Sir, 

Your  faithfull  fervantj^  Sec 

S3  iiarch  i688-g« 

*  Lady  Elizabeth  Manners,  daughter  to  John  Earl  of 
Rutland,  married  James  Annefley,  Earl  of  Anglefea. 


LET- 
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LETTER    XC. 

Lady  Russell  to  the  Earl  or  Strafford. 
My  Lord 

X  AM  alhamed  to  name  the  date  oF  your  Lord- 
Ihip's  laft,  it  being  folong  fince  as  the  8th  inftant. 
But  have  really  deferred  from  a  defire  firft,  to 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  fpeaking  largely  and 
freely  vith  my  Lord  of  Bedford,  yet  I  cannot 
compafs  that  end,  either  at  his  own  houfe  or 
mine :  he  is  full  of  company,  or  his  age  require* 
reft,  as  foon  as  he  is  difengaged«  The  laft  dif* 
courfe  I  had  upon  this  fubjeft,  he  told  me,  he  had 
writ  to  your  Lordfhip,  and  fpoke  very  defpond- 
ing  of  the  matter,  but  with  regret,  giving  an  high 
and  juft  efteem  to  your  Lordfhip  and  all  your 
procedure,  throughout  this  tedious  treaty.  In- 
deed, my  Lord,  I  muft  for  ever  make  it  my  opi- 
nion, that  my  Lord  Strafford  cannot  tranfgrefs 
from  all  the  rules  that  honour  direfts  to  go  by ; 
what  caufe  foever  he  may  have  of  complaint,  he 
is  fccure  never  to  be  complained  of;  and  if  your 
Lordfhip  knew  my  part  in  this  whole  bufinefs^ 
I  fhould  not  fear  being  judg'd  by  you.  I  have, 
to  my  mean  judgment,  obferved  my  equal  way 
of  dealing  which  I  intend  in  all  my  dealings  and 
ajElions  in  this  wretched  world ;  and  have  been 
very   carefull  not  to  fail  where  I  find  fo  true 

honour. 


A.D. 
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^^  honour,  and  for  many  other  reafonsj  pay  fo  pro* 
found  a  refpeft  as  I  do  to  your  Lordfliip.  But  I 
am  fafe  in  your  Lordfiiip's  juft  underftanding  and 
knowledge  of  the  world ;  that  you  will  agree  my 
relation  obliges  me  to  be  tender  in  the  ur^g 
things  of  fueh  a  nature  as  this.  And  I  can  fay 
there  has  been  all  the  kind  difpofitions  to  this  z(^ 
hiT,  that  your  Lordihip  could  expe6l»  and  when 
ther^  was  fuch  I  was  moft  ready  to  ufe  my  endea- 
vours to  ferve  both  familys ;  and  though  there 
continues  the  fame  refpeft^  yet  unhappy  accidents 
forbidding  a  clofe^  I  am  to  acquiefce»  And  tho* 
your  Lordihip  in  great  generofity^  feems  to  iniply» 
as  if  you  would  reje£i  any  advantageous  offer, 
and  wait  this  new  ftorm  paffing  over,  I  cannot 
joyn  with  you  in  that :  as  I  fuppofe  you  would 
not  bind  her,  fo  you  fhould  not  yourfelf,  who  I 
fmcerely  wifli  may  eafe  the  prefent  prefiure  of 
your  affairs  by  fome  happy  lot* 
I  am,  my  Lord, 
Your  LordOiip's  moft  faithfull  humble  fervant, 
96  March,  i68g.  R.  RUSSELL, 


LETTER    LCI, 

Lady  Russell  to  Lord 

1  WILL  pretend  to  wilh  you,  and  the  world  too, 
as  well  as  any  body  can  do,  and  therefore  with  as 
much  zeal  defirc  you  may  live  long  to  do  much 
good  in  the  ftation  you  are  by  the  mighty  prcvi- 

dcDce 
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dence  of  God  now  placed  in.     But  indeed  I  had       ^-^l 
referved  the  faying  of  this  till  we  had  met»  if  this 
was  not  cooM  burthened  with  another  errand.— « 
You  know  I  am  not  frequent  nor  very  imperti^ 
nendy  importunate^  with  my   {blicitations^  yet 
iametiqies  I  am  pr^vail*d  vapon^  when  I  both  wiik 
ibQ  perfon  w^  fuf^iedt  and  approve  of  the  mt« 
ter  of  foUcitatioii.    What  affiftance  you  eta  gtv^ 
i^  yoii  will  bfft  knov  when  you  fee  the  reque& 
The  gentkman  ii  Urn  beft  fon  my  Lady  Anf^tf 
has ;  I  refcpr  hU  charader  to  the  Dean  of  CaMcr-4 
bury  or  Dr*  Sharp  i  the  firft  I  am  fure  yon  wilt 
be^  it  from  2  he  is  a  man  of  qiia)uy»  bis  father  \aM 
kft  bim  very  d^ftitQte,  and  as  be  fays  he  Aould  b4 
very  wanting  to  bimfelf,  if  be  did  not  feek  to  oUdivk 
aiiboQellUvQUbQod;  fo  I  think  (oo^and  for  thai 
feaijoa  woald  affift  him  to  my  powtr«  Tbia  applt«^ 
Caiioii  %Q  you  be  teqiiefts  from  me»  and  he  urges: 
k  very  powerfully^  becaufe  very  modeftly ;  yet  £ 
(bould  hairdly  have  yielded^^  if  I  were  not  fure  the 
good  Deai^  is  to  fecpnd  me  heartily  in  it.    The. 
inclofi^d  paper  is  my  Coufin  An^efey's^  and  fiiewa 
what  he  aiaia  at.     1  take  it  for  granted  he  is  qua-* 
iified ;  I  am  certain  I  would  have  all  places  in 
this  bleOed  change  of  times  given  to  noae  thai 
ihould  not  difcharge  them  with  both  honefty  and 
underiUnding. 

I  am,  <Stc 

LET- 
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A.DL 


LETTER    XCIL 

Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam« 

X  LOOKED  in  vain  for  your  calling  here  in 
yonr  way  to  Cotenham  ;  that  which  I  defired  it 
nioft  for  (tho*  I  love  your  company  at  all  times) 
was  to  have  difcours'd  you  about  the  pafs  for 
your  going  abroad.    I  took  the  opinion  of  a  gen* 
tleman  you  think  well  of»  and  meet  here  often. 
He  agreed  with  me  that  it  could  not  mifs  at  any 
time ;  however^  fome  time  fince  that^  the  Dodof 
I  think  to  do  it  by«  being  with  me,   I  a(ked  his 
opinion,  that  if  I  (hould  perceive  I  (hould  gratifie 
a  friend  of  mine  by  obtaining  fuch  a  liberty,  be- 
ing in  his  power,  whether  he  thought  it  would  be 
hard  to  be  obtained,  oi*  would  affift  me  in  it  ? 
He  replied,  he  ftiQuld  be  very  forry  at  the  thing ; 
it  would  not  look  well,  unlefs  fome  young  gentle- 
man went  at  the  fame  time,  and  fo,  it  might  be 
alledged  he  would  fee  him  placed  abroad,  or  de- 
fired  to  fpend  fome  time  with ;  fomething  of  this 
kind  would  give  it  a  grace,  but  he  believed  there 
would  be  no  caufe  to  enforce  any  ones  defire 
to  be  abfent.     So  I  left  it  till  I  know  more  of 
your  mind  in  it.     I  cannot  imagine  but  by  them 
or  fome  other,  I  fhall  not  fail  to  ferve  you  in  your 
own  way,  yet  I  would  not  defer  it  without  your 
liking  I  do  fo^  left  I  (hould  be  difappointed  when 

I  try. 
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I  liy,  for  there   is  no  certainty  in  this  poor       ^^ 
world.     But  I  will  watch  if  any  thing  is  doing, 
that  you  Ihould  wifh  to  make  ufe  of  fuch  a  li^ 
berty. 

This  is  the  day  the  Houfe  of  Commons  take 
the  Ad  of  Oblivion  into  confideration^  and  they 
(ay  will  begin  upon  the  Ecclefiaftical  Court. 
Lady  Sunderland  is  come  over  to  folicit  in  her 
Lord's  behalf.  We  heard  yefierday  that  poor. 
Lord  Gainiborough  is  dead.  PoIIibly  your 
friend&ip  in  their  time  of  need  may  have  car« 
lied  you  thither,  and  fo  this  will  mifs  you,  and 
every  .thing  I  can  put  in  it  be  fo  old  before  you. 
read  it,  that  I  will  not  fay  much  more.  My  fifier 
Alington  is  in  town,  and  Mifs  Die  was  to  come 
laft  night.  I  am  told  my  niece  Di^by  comes 
this  week  or  the  next. 

I  am,  good  Doftor, 

Your  affeaionatc  friend, 
S  April,  1689.  R.  RUSSELL. 


LETTER    XCIIL 
JLady  Russell  to  the  Ea&l  or  Strapforo. 

My  Lord, 

1  OUR  Lordfhip*s  of  the  2d  of  April  puts  me 
under  very  great  obligations  of  a  perpetual  ac- 
knowledgment both  pf  your  kind  ac^ceptation  of 

my 
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^'^'  my  difpofition  to  fervc  you,  in  the  whole  pife* 
grefs  of  this  treaty,  and  the  juftiee  I  find  front 
your  Lotdibip  when  yoo  confider  my  part  in  H. 
My  Lord,  if  my  letter  of  the  26  March  fixe^yotir 
Lordfliip's  doubts  to  more  certainty^  that  this 
matter  at  laft  nrnft  f^i\,  I  am  (brry  it  is  my  lot  to 
fpeak  the  moft'unpkafing  to  yo\ir  Lordfhip  off 
It  fubjed  your  Lordfhip  has  taken  fo  deep  and  fe 
obliging  impreffiona  of  it  into  your  mind,  and 
with  fo  much  conftancy  and  generofity  perftied, 
to  the  eternal  engagements  of  all  honourable  andl 
moft  refpedful  acknowledgments  from  a  family 
vhofe  fentiments  muft  he  mine  1  donfequendy  I 
muft  always  be  your  Lordfhrp^s  humbie  fervant ;; 
and  as  fuch,  as  much  as  in  a  juft  purfuance  of  a 
principle  I  would  never  depart  from,  if  I  fjpeak  at 
all  I  muft  fpeak  clearly,  and  not  dofubtfcrfly,  rf  f 
apprehend  no  doubt  remains;  and  indeed^  my 
Lord,  by  all  the  judgment  I  can  make  here,  'tis 
fo  in  this  cafe,  yet  without  abating  any  part  of  thai 
perfe£t  efteem  and  honour  my  Lord  of  Bedford  has 
eftablifhed  in  his  heart  and  thoughts  of  your  Lord-* 
fiiip ;  but  the  bad  ftate  of  Ireland*  does  fo  affe£l 
him  that  he  is  fatisfied  he  (houldgive  his  daughter^ 
whether  (he  was  fa  or  not,  a  juil  caufie  to  complain 
he  did  not  confider  her  whole  intereft,  if  he  fhould 
provide  her  no  better  provifion  of  fortune,  than 
your  Lor<^ip'spjref(8nt  circumfiance&eanmakcfor 
her.     However,  I  wifib  your  l^ord&ip  a  tsue  fso- 

•  King  James's  invafion,  &c. 

phet. 
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phet,  that  a  few  months  may  recover  Ireland;       ^^ 
and  I  do  very  particularly  for  your  LordOiip's 
Ifaare  in  it,  as  a  perfon  that  is  with  great  refpeft. 
Your  Lordfliip's  moft  faithfull  humble  fervant, 

R.  RUSSELI^ 
20  Afril  1689. 


LETTER     XCIV. 

Lady  Russell  to  the  Ea&l  of  Strafford. 
My  Lord> 

1  AM  fo  very  fenfible  of  that  great  civility  your 
Lordlhip  choofes  ftill  to  preferve  towards  me,  who 
have  been  no  fortunate  inftrument  and  perhaps 
fometimes  a  faulty  one  thro*  ignorance,  in  this  fo 
long  depending  treaty,  that  I  cannot  obtain  my 
own  good  will  to  be  altogether  filent,  but  tell  your 
Lordfhip  how  I  value  your  good  opinion,  and  that 
excellent  temper  which  difpofes  your  Lordfhip  to 
bear  fo  calmly,  and  fo  refpeQively,  a  behaviour^ 
you  fay  you  fee  yourfelf  injured  in.  I  am  infi- 
nitely forry  it  has  proved  fo,  and  fo  are,  I  muft 
affirm  all  perfons  concerned ;  but  continual  repe* 
titions  would  be  too  tedious  to  your  Lordfhip,  and 
I  would  not  again  difturb  your  reft,  by  your  read^ 
ing  at  an  unfeafonable  hour  a  letter  you  do  not 
likc^ 

Cg  I  will 
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A.- 1^  I  will  ventore  it,  if  ever  I  can  write  one  which 

1689. 

fiiall  (as  I  think)  be  welcome  to  you ;  if  any  man 
can  conquer,  your  LorcUhip's  zeal  and  kindnels 
mud.  But,  my  Lord,  this  is  a  time  of  fo  much 
threatening  and  diftraQion,  that  all  private  con- 
cerns, tho*  never  fo  great,  muft  reft,  I  think ;  tho* 
as  your  Lordfliip  hints  very  juftly  it  were  un- 
reafonable  to  be  required  on  either  fide,  that  there 
fhould  not  be  an  entire  freedom  to  choofe  as  may 
be  agreeing  to  either  fide  *. 


LETTER    XCY. 

Lady  Russbll  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam. 

JD Y  your  laft  letter,  writ  fome  day  in  Paflion 
week,  I  find  where  you  were  then ;  yet  having 
heard  nothing  of  you  fince,  it  gives  me  fome 
doubts  where  you  are  now,  being,  I  apprehend. 
Lady  Gainfborough  might  be  folicitous  to  fee  fo 
faithfull  and  fo  ufefull  a  friend,  efpecially  in 
this  time  of  her  need,  and  if  fhe  does,  I  never 
make  a  doubt  of  your  gratifying  her. 

I  cannot  tell  you  I  have  taken  any  notice  of 
that  part  of  your  laft  letter  which  concerns  Lord 
Bedford,  and  the  Cambridgeftiire  clergy;  for 
really  and  truly  unlefs  I  made  it  a  bufinefs  to  do 

*  unfinifbed. 

it. 
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ft,  (which  you  did  not  feem  to  require)  I  havi  ^^g^; 
bad  no  time ;  the  Parliament-hours  are  fa  extra* 
vagant,  that  I  fee  him  little.  He  has  with* him 
now  a  concerned  lady  in  the  priviledges  of  your 
county.  Lady  Alington ;  but  tho*  fhe  is  in  Lon- 
don flie  would  not  walk  yefterday,  which  I  do' 
not  commend  her  for :  I  am  not  fure  what  you 
may  do :  I  had  no  fitter  there  yefterday.  You 
hear  all  the  new  honours,  I  fuppofe;  not  many 
rtew  creations,  but  all  are  ftepping  higher;  as' 
Lord  Winchefter*  is  Duke  of  Bolton;  Lord' 
Montague  an  Earl  t  called  ftill  Montague ;  FaU 
conbridge;!;  ^"  Earl,  called  the  fame;  Mordaunt|| 
j^arl  of  Monmouth  ;   Churchill  §  an  Earl ;  Lord' 

♦  Charles  Paulet,  Marquis  of  Winchcfter.  Rerelby  re- 
lates, that  in  the  midft  of  the  impending  dangers  which 
feemed  to  threaten  us,  there  was  a  nobleman  (the  M.  of  W.) 
who  had  by  his  conduct  perfuaded  fome  people  to  think  him 
mad ;  but  notwithftanding  his  irregularity,  he  was  a  man 
of  great  fenfe,  and  it  is  certain  his  meaning  was  to  keep 
himfelf  out  of  the  way  of  more  ferious  cenfure  in  thofe 
ticklifli  days. 

t  Ralph  Montague,  Lord,  Earl,  afterwards  Duke. 

:^  Thomas  Bellafife,  Vifcount  Fauconberg ;  his  fecond 
wife  was  Mary,  daughter  of  Oliver  Cromwell. 

I  Charles  Mordaunt,  who  afterwards  fucceeded  his  uncle 
Henry,  as  Earl  of  Peterborough. 

§  John  Churchill,  Earl,  afterwards  Duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough. He  faid  to  Rouvigny  in  1685,  if  the  King  is  ever 
prevailed  on  to  alter  our  religion,  I  will  ferve  him  no  longer, 
but  withdraw  from  him.  Burnet. 

Gg  9  Lumlex 
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^;  Lumley  •  made  Vifcount ;  Bentinck  t  is  an  Earl; 
Sidneyja  Vircount.  Thore  that  faw  this  and 
the  Ijift  Coronation,  tell  me  this  was  much  finer 
and  in  better  order ;  and  if  the  number  of  the 
ladys  were  fewer,  yet  their  attendance  was  with 
more  application  near  the  Queen  all  the  time,  and 
with  more  chearful  faces  by  a  great  deal.  By 
what  is  heard  from  Scotland,  they  mean  to  take 
the  example  from  England.  The  laft  reports 
from  Ireland  fay,  that  King  James  was  moving 
with  his  army  towards  the  North.  And  yefterday 
Lord  Burlington  faid,  Colerain,  a  great  town,  was 
befieged  by  6000  men,  but  that  Lord  Blaine  ||  had 
fallied  out,  and  fo  behav'd  himfelf  that  they  had 
raifed  .he  (iege.     D'Avaux,  who  was  the  French 

♦  Richard  Lumley,  afterwards  Earl  of  Scarborough.  He 
fecured  Newcaftle  for  King  William,  to  whom  he  was 
otherwife  very  ferviceable. 

+  William  Bentinck,  Earl,  afterwards  Duke  of  Portland. 

X  Henry  Sidney,  Efq.  fourth  fon  of  Robert  Earl  of  Lei* 
cefter,  afterwards  Earl  of  Romney. 

I  In  1689,  K.  James,  before  he  left  Ireland,  (ent  to  in- 
vite Henry  Lord  Blaney  into  his  fervice,  promifing  him  a 
pardon  for  what  bad  paifed ;  the  faid  Lord  anfwered,  that 
he  had  a  new  King  upon  whofe  word  he  could  depend  and 
truft,  but  never  would  to  his  without  bisfwordin  his  hand; 
and  heading  a  body  of  proteflants  in  the  province  of  Ulfter, 
he  took  the  pafs  of  Lough  Bricklan,  feized  Armagh,  and 
caufed  K.  William  and  Q.  Mary  to  be  proclaimed  there, 
and  at  fevcial  odier  places  with  great  folemnity. 

Iri/b  Cotif. 

Ambaflador 
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Ambaflador  in  Holland,  would  not  fpeak  in  coun-       tss^* 
cil,  till  all  the  proteftants  were  put  out ;  fo  thejr 
were,  and,  as  they  fay,  afterwards  difcharged  al- 
together, as  the  Lord  Grenard,  <Src.     I  am  called 
away,  and  *tis  too  late  to  defer  fending  this  from 

Your  conftant  friend  and  fervant, 

R.  RUSSELL, 
12  Afril^  1689. 

The  mother  Lady  Aylefbury  is  dead  very  fud- 
denly. 


LETTER    XCVL 

Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam* 

X  HIS  comes  to  a(k  a  courtefey  of  you,  good 
Dodor,  if  I  can  get  this  letter  to  you  time  enough. 
The  bufinefs  is  this ;  Lord  Devonihire  is  to  be 
inftalled  at  Windfor  on  St.  George's*  day.  My 
young  folks  have  a  longing  defire  to  fee  the  ce- 
remony, and  they  cannot  do  it  without  a  night's 
lodging  in  Windfor.  If  I  can  have  that  accom* 
modation  of  your  houfe  I  will  think  it  a  great 
favour,  and  will  go  with  them,  and  look  to  your 
houfe  while  every  body  is  gone  to  the  ihow. 

*  William,  Earl,  afterwanls  Duke  of  Devonfhire,  in- 
ftalled Knight  of  the  Garter,  May  14;  but  according  to 
Lady  Ruflell,  dcfigned  to  be  April  23,  St.  George's  day. 

Gg  3  I  doubt 
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168?/  I  doubt  the  poft  can't  bring  me  a  return  time 

^nough^  fo  I  am  put  in  hopes  this  may  come  tp 
you  by  a  coach ;  if  it  does>  I  do  not  queftion  you^ 
order  to  your  houfekeeper  to  let  us  in.  In  con- 
fidence of  it^  I  think  to  fend  to  her,  that  I  believe 
I  fhall  come  and  air  your  beds  for  a  night. 

I  have  had  opportunity  fince  I  writ  laft,  to  tell 
Lord  Bedford  what  you  faid  about  the  clergy. 
He  anfwered,  he  believed  there  would  be  no 
change  made,  but  if  there  were  you  fliould  have 
good  reafons  for  it ;  fuch  as  he  knew  would  h* 
tisfie  you.  But  he  was  fure  he  (hould  not  be 
forward  to  impofe  upon  the  clergy. 

'Tis  church  time,  and  therefore  I  bid  you  fare- 
well for  this  time. 

Evier  yqur  friend  and  fervant, 
Sunday.  R.  RUSSELL. 


LETTER    XCVIL 

Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzhvilliam. 

3L  OUR  laft  fpoke  of  being  in  town  fo  foon, 
that  it  has  made  me  (who  manage  writing  to  the 
beft  advantage)  be  longer  than  otherwife  I  would 
have  been  without  enquiring  of  you  where  you 
are,  and  where  you  defign  to  fpend  your  time  ? 
Where  you  (hall  do  it,  God  only  knows;  for  we 
can  only  propofe,  and  'tis  beft  for  us,  who  can 

judge 
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judge  fo  poorly  as  we  do,  when  wc  do  it  bcft*  ^-^^ 
Thofe  who  have  lived  long  enough  to  refle£t| 
may  give  themfelves  many  inftances  bow  certain 
a  truth  it  is,  that  we  would  often  choofe  what  19 
word  for  us.  I  have  had  fix  books,  and  diftri-i- 
buted  them,  and  mean  to  buy  fix  more,  fo  good 
and  ufefuU  I  take  them  to  be.  My  ftay  here  is 
not  intended  above  ten  or  twelve  days. 
I  will  not  turn  my  paper,  fo  I  reft 

Your  true  friend  and  fervant, 

R*  RUSSELL^ 


LETTER    XCVIIL 
Dr.  Fitzwilliam  to  Lady  Russell. 

I  RECEIVED,  good  Madam,  by  yours  of  tht* 
nth,  a  further  teftimony  of  that  kindnefs  of 
which  I  had  abundant  proof  and  full  convidionr 
before,  and  of  your  rcadinefs  to  employ  your  in- 
tereft  to  procure  that  for  me  which  1  rcquefted 
fomc  three  months  fince.  I  made  that  petition 
then,  in  profpeft  of  what  is  now  come  upon  us, 
and  in  hope,  that  having  obtained  previous  leave 
to  go  abroad  before  the  oaths  had  been  prcfs'd,  1 
fliould  not  have  been  immediately  compelled  to' 
return  back  to  take  them.  What  now  I  fhall  do 
In  this  prefent  emergency  I  am  irrefolv'd :  but  if 
having  firft  debated  it  with  myfelf,  and  advifed 
with  my  friends,  it  fhall  feem  moft  expedient  to' 
Gg  4  make 
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<^*       make  fuch  a  retreat,  I  will  depend  upon  your 
honour's  mediation  for  that  favour. 

I  have  a  proje6t,  which,  if  feafible,  would  pleafe 
me  more  than  any  thing  in  the  world,  and  by  fuch 
an  intereft  as  yours  may  be  in  this  court,  upon 
the  merits  of  your  Lord's  fufferings,  and  the  aft- 
ings  of  his  family,  I  ihould  not  queftion  it  might 
be  obtained  for  one  fo  unworthy  of  any  ray  of 
grace  as  myfelf.  But  if  the  thing  be  fet  on  foot, 
it  muft  be  with  great  caution  and  fecrecy,  till  I 
aril  fecure  of  the  King's  promife  for  it;  and 
therefore  I  cannot  tell  whether  you  had  beft  ac- 
qua^int  the  prelate  mention'd  in  your  laft  with  it, 
unlefs  you  have  more  confidence  in  him,  that  he 
will  entirely  ferve  you,  than  I  can  that  he  will  de- 
fcend  to  make  himfelf  an  inftrument  to  ferve  me. 
It  is  to  get  a  perfon  prefented  to  my  living,  upon 
my  refignation,  by  the  Crown,  in  whom  I  may 
confide,  without  any  the  lead  capitulation  direft 
or  indire£i  before^hand.  He  whom  I  defign,  is 
one  Mr.  Jekyl,  Minifter  of  the  New  Chapel, 
Weftminfter,  a  very  good  man,  and  a  favourite 
enough  of  the  government.  I  could  do  this  now 
another  way  before  the  ift  of  Auguft ;  but  that  I 
would  take  a  longer  time  to  confider,  and  did  not 
I  withall  apprehend  that  the  Bifhop  of  Ely  *,  who 
is  the  original  patron  of  it,  would  fcruple  to  ad- 
minifter  the  oath  to  any  upon  inftitution,  while  he 

♦  Turner  of  Ely,  and  Kcnn  of  Bath  and  Wells,  Non* 
jurors. 

is 
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is  unfatisfied  about  taking  them  himfelf.  I  can- 
not tell  what  my  dear  friend  the  B.  of  B.  and  W. 
may  do  in  this  cafe.  I  find  him,  by  a  letter  to 
me,  and  another  I  faw  in  the  hands  of  a  perfonoF 
honour  of  your  fex,  to  be  fluQuating;  but  if  the 
confideration  of  the  church's  peace  fliould,  with- 
out a  full  perfuafion  of  the  lawfulnefs  of  the  mat- 
ter of  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  of  the  authority 
which  impofeth  it,  induce  him  to  take  it,  neither 
his  example  or  advice,  tho'  I  have  ufed  him  as  a 
fpiritual  guide,  fliould  fteer  me  in  this  point;  for 
I  could  never  hear  that  dodrine  of  the  Roman 
cafuifts  defended  to  a  probability,  that  a  good  in- 
tention, or  a  holy  end,  could  fanftify  adions  in 
order  to  that  end,  which  were  dubious  and  queC- 
tionable  in  themfelves. 

It  may  be  I  have  as  fad  thoughts  for  the  divi- 
fions  of  the  chttrch,  and  as  ardent  defires  for  it's 
peace  as  any ;  and  let  my  tongue  cleave  to  the 
roof  of  my  mouth,  if  I  prefer  not  Jerufalem  be- 
fore my  chief  joy.  But  I  cannot  efteem  it  a  good 
way  to  feek  the  attainment  of  this,  by  any  aft 
which  (hall  difturb  my  own  peace ;  and  yet  this  I 
muft  of  neceffity  do,  if  I  make  ufe  of  fuch  meant 
as  may  be  conducive  to  that  end,  when  I  am  nol 
lirft  convinced  of  the  juftice  of  them.  I  did  not 
doubt  but  the  Deans  of  fome  of  the  greateft  name 
in  the  city  would  take  the  oaths,  nor  do  I  fufpeft 
but  they  will  proceed  to  the  doing  fo  upon 
grounds  which  feem  in  their  own  judgment  very 

folid. 


A.  a 

■68^ 
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^^^-  folid.  And  yet  I  ought  not  to  aft  or  defend 
what  I  do  by  the  example  of  others.  This  is  like 
clearing  one's  felf  by  reckoning  up  the  faults  <^ 
others^  as  St.  Hierome  writing  to  Celantia  ob- 
ferves :  but,  however,  as  he  proceeds,  it  argues  a 
lightnefs  and  vanity  of  mind,  for  a  man  to  leave 
bis  own  confcience  to  follow  the  opinion  of  others. 
It  may  be  their  judgment,  that  at  lead,  in  fuch 
a  cafe  as  ours  was,  the  people  have  power  to  alter 
the  fucceflion ;  and  that  the  convention  was  a 
full  reprefentative  of  them. 

I  fuckt  in  other  more  monarchical  principles 
with  the  firft  knowledge  I  had,  from  the  breads 
of  my  mother  the  Univerfity,  and  then,  and  ever 
fince  took  them,  as  far  as  I  could  underftand,  to 
be  more  agreeable  to  our  frame  of  conftitution 
of  government.  Or  they  may  look  on  this  revo. 
lution  as  a  tacit  and  virtual  conqueft.  I  wilh  h 
had  been  owned  to  be  fuch;  for  then  I  had  known 
from  the  refolutions  of  civilians  and  cafuifts,  and 
my  own  reafon,  what  to  have  done  without  difi&- 
culty.  In  the  mean  time  I  intreat  you,  very  good 
Madam,  not  to  call  boggling  at  an  oath,  clafixing 
againft  another,  as  far  as  I  can  difcern,  which  I 
formerly  took,  an  unneceflary  fcruple«  I  believe, 
were  you  under  fuch  an  engagement,  your  tender- 
nefs  and  circumfpe£Uon  would  be  rather  greater 
than  mine« 

The  former  oath  of  allegiance  runs  thus : — ^"  1 
«  will  htdx  faith  and  true  aUe^ianct  to  his  Majefty 

«  King 
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^  King  Charles,  or  King  James,  and  his  heirs  and      ^^• 

«*  fuccejbr,  and  Him  and  Them  will  defend/*     Of 

fupreniacy,  <'  I  will  hczi  faith  and  true  allegianct 

•*  to  the  King's  Highnefs  (Charles  or  James)  Ail 

5«  heirs  and  lawful fxuceJforSy  and  to  my  power  fhal) 

<^  affift  and  defend  all  juf ifdiaions,  priviledges^ 

5*  pre-eminences,  smd  authorities  granted  or  bp- 

^*  longing  to  the  )Cing's  Highnefs,  his  heirs  an4 

*^  fucceObrs,  or  united  and  anpext  to  thp  ipiper^ 

^*  rial  crown  of  this  realm." 

No^  I  am  informed  by  the  ftatute  i  Ja^»  c.  i« 
that  lineal  fuccefl^on  is  a  priyiledge  belonjging  tQ 
the  imperial  crown,  and  by  12  Car.  2.  c.30. 17. 
that  by  the  undoubted  and  fundamental  laws  of 
this  kingdom,  neither  the  Peers  of  this  realm,  nor 
the  Commons,  nor  both  together,  in  parliament, 
or  out  of  parliament,  nor  the  people  colleftivelyn 
nor  reprefentatively,  nor  any  perfons  whatfoeverj, 
hath,  or  ought  to  have  any  coercive  power  over 
the  Kings  of  this  realm. 

The  prefent  oath  runs  thus,  *'  I  will  bear  true 
"  allegiance  to  their  Majefties  King  William  and 
**  Queen  Mary."  Now  let  any  impartial  perfon 
refolve  me,  whether  one  of  thefe.  King  James 
having  abdicated,  be  his  heir,  or  lawful  fucceflbr, 
or  could  be  made  fo,  had  the  people  met  either 
coUedively  or  reprefentatively,  which  they  did 
neither*? 

In 

*  In  1674-59  on  a  bill  to  prevent  dangers  from  difaileA- 
ed  perfoBs,  Lord  Halifax  with  that  quicknefs  of  learning 

and 
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16^  In  the  mean  time  I  proteft  to  your  Ladyfhip, 

upon  the  truth  of  a  chriftian  and  a  prieft^  that  di- 
vefting  myfelf  of  all  prejudices,  and,  as  far  as  iVs 
poffible,  of  all  paffions  which  darken  the  Irght  of 
the  judgment,  I  will  examine  the  matter  to  the 
bottom,  and  if  I  find  I  can  take  the  oath,  I  will. 
Bat  if  I  find  I  cannot,  without  declaring,  or  an 
admHfion  of  fuch  a  declaration,  that  I  never  in- 
tend nor  will  be  thought  by  conftrudion  or  im- 
plication by  fuch  fwearing,  to  recognize  the  legal 
title  of  King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  I  then 
beg  of  your  honour  tbefe  three  things. 

and  ^le^nce,  which  aie  iniepanble  from  alt  his  di£- 
courfes,  made  it  appear  thatas there  was  no  xeal  Iccurity  to 
any  tlate  by  oaths,  fo  no  private  perfoa»  much  Ie(s  ftatcC- 
man,  would  ever  order  his  affairs  as  relying  0x1  it»  for  no 
man  would  ever  flccp  with  open  doors,  or  unlocked  up  trea- 
fbre,  or  plate,  fliould  all  the  town  be  (worn  not  to  rob.  So 
that  the  ufe  of  multiplying  oaths  had  been  moft  commonly 
to  exclude  or  difhurb  fome  honeft  confcientious  men,  who 
would  never  have  prejudiced  the  government. — ^As  for 
promifibry  oaths,  it  was  defired  the  learned  prates  wottU 
coitftder  the  opinion  of  Grotitis  de  Jure,  B.  and  P.  c.  ii.  13* 
who  feems  to  make  it  plain,  that  thofe  kind  of  oaths  arc 
forbidden  by  our  Saviour  Chrift,  Matth.  v.  34^  37*  and 
whether  it  would  not  become  the  fathers  of  the  church, 
when  they  have  well  weighed  that  and  other  places  in  the 
New  Teftament,  to  be  mart  tender  in  mnkiplying  oaths^ 
than  hitherto  the  great  men  of  the  church  have  been.-^ 
P.  i>r&7/rx.-*RaIph  fays  the  Marquis  lived  till  1700. 

l.Thai 
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1.  That  you  would  have  the  fame  good  opinion       ^^ 
of  my  integrity,  and  of  my  zealous  addidion  to 
you,  or  to  any  thing  relating  to  your  fervice^  as 
ever  you  had  heretofore. 

8.  That  you  would  permit  me,  in  entire  truft 
and  confidence,  to  make  over  all  my  wordly 
goods  to  you :  for  I  fear  that  fome  men's  heats 
may  drive  affairs  fo  hr,  as  to  bring  all  recufants 
of  it  into  a  praemunire. 

3.  Tbat  I  mc^y  have  fome  room  in  your  houfe^ 
if  any  can  be  fpared,  to  fet  up  my  books  in,  and 
have  recourfe  to  them,  if,  on  refufal^  we  may  be 
permitted  to  ftay  in  the  town. 

The  firft  petition  I  with  more  eameftnefs  would 
preCs  upon  you,  your  filler  the  Lady  Montague, 
and  all  other  friends,  than  the  reft,  becaufe  I  look 
upon  it  as  the  word  fort  of  martyrdom,  to  fuffer 
in  the  opinion  of  friends  I  have  extremely  loved 
and  honoured,  either  as  indifcreet  or  fa&ious. 

But  yet,  if  fuch  a  martyrdom  cannot  be  avoided, 
I  will  endeavour  to  fullain  it  with  patience  and 
courage. 

Mrs.  Alington,  for  whom  I  have  always  had 
a  tender  regard  from  her  childhood,  fenfibly 
wounded  me  when  fhe  called  this  ftanding  out 
of  the  Biihops^  faQious. 

As  to  the  fecond,  if  you  ftiall  fee  fit  to  decline 
it,  I  will  apply  with  the  fame  requeft  to  my  very 
honoured  friend  the  Lady  Gainfl^orough. 

The  third  is  with  fuppofition  only,  that  fuch  a 

con« 
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^1^-       conceffion  may  not  bring  any  great  inconvenience 
upon  your  koufe. 

I  hope  your  honour  will  excufe  the  mean  ac- 
commodation mine  at  Windfor  Caftle  could  yidd 
you^  atid  the  meaner  it  may  be  becaufe  I  could 
not  be  there  to  dired.  I  wrote  twice  diat  Do&or 
Scot  might  rpare  you  a  room^  and  if  it  had  come 
into  my  head  earlier  than  to-day,  I  am  fure  the 
D.  of  Winchefter  would,  upon  my  writing,  have 
fpar'd  you  any  in  Dr.  Fulham's  houfe^  which  is 
in  his  command. 

I  intreat  your  honour  to  prefent  my  very  hum- 
ble refpeft  and  fervice  to  the  Lord  Rufiell,  Lady 
Cavendifli,  Madam  Catherine.  I  commend  you 
and  them  to  God*s  protedion,  and  continue,  as  I 
fiiall  by  your  permiffion,  ever.  Madam, 
Your  honour's  mod  truly  and 

Humble  devoted  fervant, 
13  May,  i689.  J*  FITZWILLIAM. 


LETTER    XCIX. 

Lady  Russell  to 
My  Lord, 

Jl  or  my  part,  I  think  the  man  a  very  indif- 
ferent reafoner,  that  to  do  well,  he  muft  take  with 
indifFerence  whatever  happens  to  him.  'Tis  very 
fine  to  fay.  Why  (hould  we  complain  that  is  taken 
back  which  was  but  lent  us,  and  lent  us  but  for  a 

time, 
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lime,  we  know ;  and  fo  on.  They  are  the  receipts  ^^ 
of  philofophers  I  have  no  reverence  for,  as  I  have 
not  for  any  thing  which  is  unnatural.  'Tis  in* 
fincere.  And  I  dare  fay  they  did  diflemble,  and 
felt  what  they  would  not  own.  I  know  I  can't 
difpute  with  Almighty  power;  but  yet  if  my  de- 
light is  gone,  I  muft  needs  be  forry  'tis  taken 
away,  according  to  the  meafure  it  made  me  glad. 

The  Chriftian  religion  only,  believe  me,  my 
Lord,  has  a  power  to  make. the  fpirit  eafie  under 
great  calamity ;  nothing  lefs  than  the  hope  of  be- 
ing again  made  happy  can  fatisfy  the  mind:  I 
am  fure  I  owe  more  to  it,  than  I  could  have  done 
to  the  world,  if  all  the  glories  of  it  had  been  of- 
fered me,  or  to  be  difpofed  of  by  me.  And  I  do 
fincerely  defire  your  Lordfhip  may  experience  the 
truth  of  my  opinion.  You  know  better  than  moft,. 
from  the  fliare  you  have  had  of  the  one,  what  they 
do  aSbrd ;  and  I  hope  you  will  prove  what  tran- 
quillity the  other  gives.  If  I  had  a  better  wilh 
to  make,  your  Lord(hip*s  conftant.  expreflSons  of 
efteem  for  me,  and  willingnefs,  as  I  hope,  to  have 
had  me  lefs  miferable  than  I  am,  if  you  had  found 
your  power  equal  to  your  will,  engages  me  to 
make  it ;  and  that  alone  would  have  bound  me, 
tho*  my  own  unworthinefs  and  ill  fortune  had  let 
you  have  forgot  me  for  ever  after  my  fad  lot.  But 
iince  you  would  not  do  fo,  it  muft  deferve  a  par- 
ticular acknowledgment  for  ever,  from. 

Jufy  i6Bg.  Your  Lordlhip's 

LET- 
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A.  D. 


LETTER    C. 
Bishop  of  Salisbury  to  Lady  Russell* 

Xf  it  were  for  no  other  caufe  but  to  have  peace 
at  home  I  muft  write  to  your  LadyQiip ;  for» 
Madain>  my  wife  ♦  is  fcarce  in  charity  with  me, 
for  my  not  offering  her  moft  humble  fervice  ta 
your  Ladyfhip  and  your  children ;  and  therefore, 
that  I  may  not  forget  it  again^  I  muft  now  begia 
with  it,  and  fo  be  again  in  her  favour.  She  is  not 
a  little  proud  of  the  many  honours  you  have  done 
lier ;  ai\d  defires  moft  earneftly  to  be  looked  on 
by  you,  as  one  that  has  all  the  value  and  admi- 
ration for  you,  which  (he  can  poflibly  pay  you. 
I  do  in  the  next  place^  on  my  own  account^  make 

*  About  1 68  7 1  Dr.  Burnet  married^  in  Holland,  Mrs. 
Mary  Scott,  a  Dutch  lady  of  large  fortune,  and  noble  ex- 
tradion.  Her  anceftor  on  the  father's  fide,  was  of  the  fa- 
mily of  Buccleugh,  who  fettled  in  Holland ;  on  the  mother's 
fide,  who  was  a  de  Ruyter,  flie  was  related  to  the  principal 
families  in  Gudderland*  With  thefe  advantages  of  birth» 
ihe  had  thofe  of  a  fine  perfon ;  was  well  (killed  in  drawingy 
mufic,  and  painting;  and  fpoke  Dutch,  Englifh,  and 
French  equally  well.  Her  knowledge  in  matters  of  divi- 
nity«  was  fuch  as  might  rather  be  expeded  from  a  fhident 
than  from  a  Lady.  She  had  a  fine  undeHhndtng  and  fweet- 
nefs  of  tempcTi  and  excelled  in  all  the  qualifications  of  a 
dutiful  wife,  a  prudent  milbtfs  of  a  family^  and  a  tender 
mother  of  children, .  Bieg.  Brit. 

my 
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iny  ihoft  humble  acknowledgments  for  the  great  ^^^; 
care  you  have  had  of  my  books^  which  I  have 
now  cafed  up  in  your  Lady  (hip's  cafes  for  Salif- 
t>ury.  I  have  been  fo  long  accuftomed  to  be 
^obliged  to  your  Ladyfliip,  and  have  fo  long  a 
Ycore  to  reckon  for,  that  I  will  never  offer  to  clear 
it.  All  I  can  fay  i$,  that  as  I  have  met  with  all 
{he  noble  marks  of  a  mod  obliging  goodnefs  and 
friendfliip  from  your  Ladyfliip,  fo  no  heart  can 
poffibly  be  fuller  of  a  deep  fenfe  of  it  than  mine 
is.  And  as  long  as  I  live  I  will  reckon  myfelf 
as  much  a  property  to  you»  as  any  thing  can  be 
ithat  eats  your  bread ;  and  you  and  your's  may 
jever  depend  upon  all  that  I  can  ever  do^  as  much 
as  if  I  were  bought  with  your  money.  You  will, 
perhaps,  wonder  how  1  have  got  into  this  drain, 
that  am  fo  little  apt  even  to  fay  what  I  ought  to 
do  «pon  fttch  fubjeds ;  but  a  heart  that  is  very 
full  will  fometimes  give  itfelf  a  little  vent ;  and 
therefore  forgive  me  for  faying  that  at  fometimes, 
which  I  think  at  all  times. 

I  will  not  undertake  to  write  much  news  to  your 
Ladyfhip,  only  that  from  Londonderry  is  fo  good^ 
that  there  is  now  great  reafon  to  hope  for  a  fpeedy 
iffue  of  that  liege  *.  Murrarty'st  driving  fo  many 

H  h  thoufands 

•  Londonderry  was  relieved  19  July,  1689. 

t  Munarty,  query,  Maccarty,  who  commanded  at  In- 
niikilling.  Ralph  relates,  that  Conradede  Rofen,  Marihal 
General  of  King  James's  forces  in  Ireland,  30th  June, 
1689,  (during  the  fiegc  of  Londonderry)  had  recourfe  toa 

device^ 
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^*  thoufands  of  Iriih  Proteftanu  to  Londondeny^ 
either  to  die  before  it,  or  to  be  let  in  to  eat  up 
their  provifionsj  is  a  piece  of  crueby,  diat  if  per* 
fitted  in,  will  bring  on  great  barbarities ;  and  will 
raife  our  mobile  again  on  the  Papifts  of  England^ 
We  are  not  quite  fure  whether  the  French  fleet 
is  out  or  not ;  for  though  there  is  fome  reafon  to 
believe  it,  yet  there  is  much  reafon  to  doubt  of  iu 
If  it  is  true,  there  will  be  a  fpeedy  decifion  at 
fea,  upon  which  a  great  deal  will  depend.  Yoa 
will  know  that  there  has  been  much  heat  to^ay 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  with  relation  to  the 
two  Marquifles*  for  removing  them  both«     I 

dined 

devicei  which  for  every  kind  of  barbarity  is  not  to  be  paral* 
leled  in  hiftory  ;  he  threatened  lo  gather  the  Irifli  PxDteft- 
antSy  and  caufe  them  imtnediately  to  be  brou^t  to  thtf 
walls  of  Londonderry,  where  (he  faid)  it  fhall  be  lawfid 
for  thofe  that  are  In  the  town,  in  cafe  they  have  any  pity 
for  them,  to  open  the  gates  and  receive  them  into  the 
town»  otherwife  they  will  be  forced  to  fee  their  neareft  re* 
,  lations  and  frien4s-all  fiarv'd  for  want  of  food;  he  having 
refolved  not  to  leave  one  of  them  at  home,  nor  any  thing  to 
maintain  them,  unle(s  the  bedeg'd  furrendered  the  next 
day,  and  to  give  no  quarter,  nor  fpare  either  age  or  fcx,  if 
the  town  fhouid  be  taken  by  force.  He  fulfilled  his  fiift 
menace  without  waiting  for  a  reply ;  for  4000,  or  as  fome 
fay,  7000,  of  all  ages  and  conditions,  ftript  and  deprived  of  ' 
"  f(xxi,  were  drove  befi)re  Londonderry  ;  and  a  ^reat  port  (^ 
them  peri(hed  by  fatigue,  grief,  or  want* 

*  The  Marquifles  of  Halifax  and  Carmarthen  ;  thebt« 
ter,  Thomas  Ofboroe,  aftervraxds  (viz.  1694)  ENike  of 

Leeds, 
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dined  to-day  with  one  of  them,  who  Teems  not  to  ^^^* 
be  much  troubled  at  it ;  perhaps  he  thought  it  was 
a  victory,  becaufe  the  debate  was  adjourned ;  but 
after  all,  thofe  wounds  are  no  deGrable  things.  I 
know  your  Ladyfhip  has  all  our  news  from  other 
hands,  fo  I  will  give  you  no  other  trouble,  but  to 
aifure  you,  that  I  am,  with  all  poffible  duty. 

Madam, 

Your  Ladyfhip's  moft  humble. 

And  moft  obedient  fervant, 

Saturday  Night.  GL  SARUM. 

Leeds,  co-operated  in  the  reftoration  of  King  Charles  IL 
was  the  chief  inftrument  in  procuring  the  match  between 
the  Princefs  Mary  and  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  a^ed 
with  great  zeal  in  the  placing  them  on  the  throne,  which 
was  rewarded  with  great  trufts  and  honours.  He  died  1712. 
Brit»  Cmp.  (His  daughter  Bridget  was  firft  married  to 
Charles  Fitz-Charies,  Earl  of  Plymouth,  natural  fon  of 
King  Charles  II.  by  Catharine  Peg.)  Burnet  fays,  he 
gamed  the  higheft  degree  in  Charles  IL's  confidence,  and 
maintained  it  longer  than  any  that  ever  ferved  him ;  he 
was  likewife  in  great  favour  with  King  William.  It  was 
the  Marquis  of  Halifax  who  put  this  qneflion,  Whether 
the  Prince  and  Princefs  of  Orange  (hoiild  be  declared  King 
and  Queen.  Oldmixon. 


H  h  2  LET- 
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Lady  Russell  to  Dk.  Fit2;.williau. 

1  OUR  letter  came  to  me,  good  Do6ior,  jiitt 
as  you  defigned  it ;  I  muft,  or  be  very  injurious 
to  you,  fay,  you  arc  a  very  mindful!  friend,  and  I 
(hould  be  injurious  to  inyfelf,  if  I  did  not  fay  I 
am  a  very  thankfull  receiver  of  your  compaf- 
iionate  charity  ;  and  your  fenfc  of  my  lofs  touches 
me  very  obligingly. 

•Tis  very  natural,  I  believe,  to  be  pleafed  ano- 
ther thinks  as  I  do^  to  fome  degree,  of  my  pain 
or  pleaftire,  and  that  one  does  not  foolifhly  affed 
either.  You  inftance  very  right.  Sir,  'twas  an  in- 
tire  afiecilion  which  was  between  us;  and  no  time, 
1  believe,  can  ever  waft  my  forrow.  All  I  dc- 
firc  is  to  make  it  innocent. 

For  the  late  circumftances  in  relation  to  the 
family,  I  would  have  affifted  to  my  power  for  the 
procuring  thereof,  but  for  any  fenfible  joy  at  thefe 
outward  tlings,  I  feel  none :  I  think  I  fhould,  if 
I  live  to  (oc  him  a  worthy  man. 

Your  difcourfe  is  very  fine,  gathered  from  the 
Philofophcrs,  but  that  would  not  do  my  bufmefs. 
I  know  there  is  no  difputing  with  an  Almighty 
Power;  and  what  he  gives  us  he  may  take  away 
at  his  own  time,  and  we  have  no  reafon  to  com- 
pUini  but  yet,  if  my  delight  is  gone,  I  muft  be 

forry 


U 


LETTERS.  469 

forry  'tis  taken.  But  your  Chriftian  daflrine  has  ^^ 
much  more  power  in  it.  There  you  tell  us  the 
particular  advantage  that  all  good  people  have  by 
particulac  tryals  of  faith,  if  they  behave  themfelves 
as  they  ought.  We  gain  the  content  in  our  mind 
that  our  faith  is  fincere,  by  our  willing  obedience 
to  all  Providences;  and  God  will  not  forget  any 
good  thing  in  us ;  we  fliall  have  a  reward ;  there 
is  a  promife  of  evcrlafting  life  ;  and  what  would 
not  one  do  to  obtain  it.  For  we  lovo  ourfelvcs 
too  well^  not  to  dcfire  to  be  well  always.  I  may 
fay  'tis  a  great  bait  to  do  our  duty,  fo  that  if  we 
have  faith,  we  Qiall  have  love  and  obedience. 

Your  prayer  I  like  fo  well,  that  I  have  ufed  it 
with  fuch  fervour  as  I  can,  more  than  once  this 
ferious  day.  And  hope  I  (hall  more  and  more 
acquicfce  in  thefe  dark  providences. 

I  received  a  letter  from  my  filler,  which  I  have 
juft  read ;  fhe  fays  her  fon  is  well  recovered  of  the 
mcailes^  but  is  very  lean,  and  hef  daughter  pale  ; 
tlial  Ihe  is  going  in  a  fe\y  days  to  Boughton.  I 
believe  country  air  will  be  to  their  advantage ;  I 
pray  God  fpare  them  to  her,  poor  woman. 

London  is  like  to  be  my  retreat  from  hence, 
for  Lord  Bedford  fcems  to  have  no  hope  of  get- 
ting yet  to  Woborne ;  and  I  am  not  prepared  at 
Stratton ;  but  what  one  fcems  fo  direftcd  to,  I 
hope  will  do  well.  Lord  Carberry's  Lady  is 
dead.  It  is  kept  very  carefully  from  the  Prin- 
ccfs,  who  goes  very  long  for  one  fo  big  as  Ihe 

H  h  3  was. 
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fes^'  ^^**  ^  ^^^  Lady  Gainfborough  is  recovering. 
The  Dowager  Lady  writes  me  word  {he  had  fome 
thoughts  of  fending  Lady  Julian  to  the  bath  ;  that 
Lady  Northampton  was  to  take  the  opinion  of 
.  Do&or  Lower.  Truly  I  wifh  he  may  advife  it,, 
for  I  have  believed  a  good  while  'twas  the  beft 
thing  file  could  do^  and  I  am  glad  flie  is  in  hands 
will  leave  nothing  undone  may  be  thought  to  her 
advantage^  for  that,  I  do  firmly  believe,  my  Lady 
will  not,  as  I  do  that  I  fhall  always  be  Do&or 
Fitzwilliam's 

Faithful!  fritod  and  fervant, 

jfufy  21, 1689.  R.  RUSSELU 


LETTER    CIL 

Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwillxam. 

1  KNEW  not  where  to  find  you,  good  Doftor^ 
becaufe  your  laft  faid  you  would  go  to  Lord 
Gainfborough's,  and  then  to  Windfor.  Now 
I  hear  Lord  Gainfborough  and  his  Lady  are  at 
Banbury  waters ;  but  I  have  heard  no  more  of 
you  than  that  Mr.  Hoflcins  told  me  he  faw  you 
at  my  fifler  Alington's.  However,  I  can  wil- 
lingly lofe  a  fhcct  of  paper  of  my  fcribbling  in 
fcarch  of  one  I  wifh  fo  well  to.  We  have  been 
leaving  London  ever  fince  I  came  to  it,  but  Lord 
Bedford  has  been  indifpofed,  and  that  delayed  it 

from 
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from  day  to  day ;  fo  that  it  will  be  Monday  be-  ^^ 
fore  he  thinks  of  it  now.  Here  is  no  news  but 
what  the  Gazette  tells.  Two  exprefles  did  come 
yefterday^  one  from  Ireland,  the  other  Scodand, 
but  I  know  nothing  of  them  :  they  were  fent  to 
Hampton  Court.  However,  I  do  fo  little  know 
when  you  will  read  this,  that  it  fhall  not  be  en^ 
larged  by 

Your  ever  affedionate  friend  to  ferve  you, 

H,  RUSSELL. 
*8  ^^Hfi»  1789. 


I 


LETTER     cm. 
Lady  Russell  jo  Dr.  Fitzwilljam. 


AM  mod  ready,  good  DoCtor,  to  fumifh  you 
towards  a  correfpondence ;  but  any  matter  I  am 
fure  ferves  you  if  mine  does.  Now  the  matter 
you  fupply  me  with  is  too  fine,  or  too  ftrong,  in* 
deed  both,  for  me  to  meddle  with.  I  am  forry 
you  mifs'd  Lord  Montague,  though  I  defpair  of 
argument  winning  you,  who  I  believe  have  gone 
through  all ;  but  hi^  power  and  good-will  might 
be  ufefull  to  you,  and  all  the  fervice  which  can  be 
done  you,  I  wifh  you  may  find  friends  to  do  it, 
and  would  refufe  no  part  I  can  a£l. 

I  am  very  forry  the  cafe  (lands  with  you  as  it 

does  in  reference  to  the  oath ;  and  (till  wonder 

Hh  4  (unlefs 
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^^  (unlefs  I  coiild  find  Kings  of  divine  right)  why  it 
does  fo!  and  all  this  is  the  acceptation  of  a  word 
which  I  never  heard  two  declare  the  meaning  of 
but  they  differed  in  their  fenfe  of  it.  You  fay 
you  could  have  taken  it  in  the  fenfe  fome  worthy 
men  have  done  ?  Why  will  you  be  more  worthy 
that  thofe  men  ?    'Tis  fupererogation. 

If  you  can  avoid  mental  refervation^  that's  the 
biggeft  thing  to  me^  for  I  hate  that  to  God  or 
man ;  properly  I  know  we  can  have  none  to  God» 
though  we  may  wifli  to  have  it ;  but  I  abhor  that 
wifh.  But  you  feem  to  fay»  though  you  are  per« 
mitted  to  declare^  that  is  not  enough,  as  not  being 
confident  with  the  fimplicity  of  an  oath,  and  that 
it  ought  to  be  taken  according  to  the  mind  of  the 
impofers.  If  you  can  take  it,  as  thofe  you  men- 
tion have  done,  declaring  they  meant  legal  obe- 
dience, and  peaceable  fubmiflion,  I  dare  fay  you 
do  fo ;  no  more  is  meant  to  be  impofed,  efpe- 
.  cially  by  the  King  and  Queen,  And  does  not 
being  content  with  the  conftruElion  your  friends 
put  upon  it,  fignify  their  pcrmifiion  to  take  it  in 
fuch  a  fenfe !     It  was  my  Lord  Nottingham's*^ 

misfortune 

♦  Daniel  Finch,  Earl  of  Nottingham.  He  oppofcd  the 
Prince's  acccffion  as  contrary  to  law,  yet  faid,  that  fince  his 
Highnefs  was  here,  and  we  miift  owe  our  protcdion  to  him 
as  King  di  fa£fo^  he  thought  it  but  juft  and  legal  to  fwear 
allegiance  to  him.  (Ralph,  J  He  was  with  fome  difBcuhy 
prevailed  on  to  be  Secreury  of  State  to  King  William.— 

He 
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toisforlune  to  pitch  upon  that  word  which  gives  ^; 
fuch  fcruples.  But  methinks  (with  fubmiffion  to 
wifer  heads)  it  Ihould  be  a  greater  to  weaken  the 
intereft  of  the  church,  and  the  proteftant  reliigion 
all  the  world  over,  to  the  degree,  fo  many  able 
Ihen  incapacitating  themfelves  to  ferve  in  the 
church,  will  do,  if  God  in  much  mercy  prevent 
it  riot« 

*Tis  above  great  and  good  men  to  regard  re-' 
fle£tions,  if  they  give  not  ajuft  caufe  of  fcandal ; 
tod  in  fcrving  the  caufe  of  God  the  heft  we  can, 
diere  is  none  given.  It  may  very  well  be  paflivc* 
obedience  went  too  high.  Some  drove  Jehu  like. 
If  it  appears  they  perceive  they  did  fo,  ought  there 
to  be  (hame  in  that  ?  or  ought  it  not  to  be  bom 
chearfully  ?    If  their  nakednefs  is  laid  open,  and 

He  told  the  friends  to  the  revolution  he  could  not  go  along 
with  them,  but  he  would  fo  far  aflid  them  as  his  good 
wifhes  would  avail,  and  be  fo  far  a  criminal  as  concealment 
would  mukc  him.  (Burnet. J  He  had  great  credit  with 
the  church-party;  in  1721  he  received  the  thanks  of  the 
Univerfity  of  Oxford,  for  his  defence  of  the  Trinity  againft 
Whifton.  He  died  1729-30,  having  a  few  months  before 
fucceeded  to  the  title  of  Earl  of  Winchefter,  His  father 
Heneagc,  Burnet  calls  a  man  of  probity,  an  uncorrupt  judge, 
and  in  that  province  refifted  the  ftrongeft  applications,  even 
of  the  King  hlmfelf,  though  he  did  it  no  where  elfe ;  he 
alfo  commends  him  as  Chancellor,  for  filling  the  church 
livings  with  learned  men,  and  obliging  them  to  conftant 
refidence. 

fomc 
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^-  fome  Hams  do  infult^^  ftill  they  ihoudd  be  aboir* 
it»  and  overcome  evil  with  good.  I  never  thought 
gpodmen  had  any  harm  by  the  ilUnatured  fpeeches 
of  malicious  fpirits*  God  knows  the  very  heft  of 
men  have  infirmitys ;  but  they  are  ill  men  that  rc« 
ton  them*  However,  after  all  is  {aid  or  can  be 
£tid,  a  man  muft  be  quiet  in  bis  own  breaft  if  he 
can»  When  I  began  to  write  in  this  paper,  I 
meant  not  one  word  of  all  I  have  faid  on  this 
fubjed,  but  I  know,  godd  Do£lor,  you  wiU  take 
it  right,  accept  well  of  my  good  meaning  towards 
you,  and  excufe  my  defers.  I  pretend  not  to 
argue,  but  where  my  wifhes  are  earned,  I  fpeal^ 
without  referve,  fometimes  by  furprize  s  but  take 

*  The  Papifis  accufed  the  church  of  England  of  innova- 
tion  and  contradidion,  with  rcfycSt  to  refiftance,  or  tak- 
ing up  amis  againll  the  King,  Ralfi  obferves.  Thai 
in  r685»  the  Clergy  began  to  abate  of  their  extravagant 
loyalty. — ^When  the  Bifhops  were  ordered  to  publiQi  the 
King's  declaration  of  indulgence,  as  this  was  puUifhing 
what  they  thought  to  be  illegal,  or  highly  inconvenient,  and 
being  levelled  at  their  own  intereftsy  fays  the  champi<m  for 
the  orthodox  fons  of  the  church  ^Caveat  J  "  they  couU  not 
either  in  reafon  or  confcience  obey  ^  this  was  putting  vio- 
lence on  the  confciences  of  the  King's  befl  fubjefts."  Thus 
it  was  confefled  at  laftj  that  the  laws  are  the  meafure  of 
obedience,  that  men  have  a  right  to  withhold  their  obe* 
dience  when  it  is  likely  to  prove  inconvenient  lo  Aeir  own 
intereft,  and  that  fome  regard  is  due  to  the  confciences  of 
legal  Protedants,  though  none  had  beeh  (hewn  by  them  to 
Proteftant  Diffenters. 

it 
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it  as  it  is ;  I  will  not  look  back  to  examin ;  I       ^i^ 
know  I  need  not  to  you. 

I  am  juft  now^  when  I  have  fign'd  this,  going 
to  write  to  my  filler^  and  will  remember  your 
charge. 

Knowing  you  could  not  be  at  Lord  Gainlbo^ 
rough's,  I  writ  to  Cotenham :  I  guefs  you  have 
mifst  it.  The  waters  did  exceedingly  well  with 
the  children.  After  they  had  done,  Rachel  was  ill 
for  24  hours  of  a  feverifh  diftemper ;  but  bleeding 
got  it  over.  I  am  your  willing  friend  to  ferve 
you,  though  others  may  more  effedually  than 

R.  RUSSELL- 

31  Aug.  1689. 

On  the  10th  Sept.  1689,  Dr.  Tillotfon  wrote 
from  Edmonton  to  Lady  Ruflell,  giving  her  an 
account  of  the  King's  having  conferred  the  hi-- 
fliopric  of  Chichefter  on  Dr.  Patrick ;  and  the 
reflory  of  St.  Paul's,  Covent-Garden,  falling  to 
his  Majefty's  difpofal  by  this  promotion.  Dean 
Tillotfon  informed  her  I-adyfhip,  that  he  believed 
the  King  would  not  difpofe  of  that  living  but  to 
one  whom  the  Earl  of  Bedford,  the  patron  of  it, 
Ihould  approve,  and  therefore  afked  her,  whether 
his  Lordfhip  and  fhe  would  be  willing  that  the 
Earl  of  Nottingham  (hould  mention  to  his  Majefty 
on  that  occafion  Dr.  John  More.  In  the  fame 
letter  the  Dean  takes  notice  of  his  having  fpoken 
to  the  King  the  Sunday  before  concerning  Mr, 
Samuel  Johnfon ;  and  that  his  Majefty  feemed 

well 
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\'P'  well  inclined  to'wiuit  he  had  moved  for  that  Di* 
vine»  but  did  not  pofitively  determine  to  take  that 
coiirle.  This  refers  to  fome  requeft  ^vbich  Lady 
Ruifell  had  defired  the  Dean  to  make  to  his  Ma» 
jefty  in  favour  of  Mr.  Johnfon^  for  whom  (he  had 
great  zeal>  out  of  regard  both  to  the  memory  of 
her  huftiand,  wbofe  chaplain  be  had  been,  and  to 
tho  merit  of  his  writings  and  fufferings*      BircL 


LETTER    CIV. 

Dean  Tillotson  to  Ladx  Russell. 

Honoured  Madam,  ^ 

London f  Sept.  19,  i689» 

1  RECEIVED  both  your  letters,  and  before  the 
latter  came  to  my  hands,  I  gave  your  Ladyfliip 
fome  kind  of  anfwer  to  the  firft,  as  the  time  would 
let  me,  for  the  pod  (laid  for  it.  But  having  now 
a  little  more  leifure,  you  will,  I  hope,  give  me 
leave  to  trouble  you  with  a  longer  letter. 

I  was  not  at  Hampton  Court  laft  Sunday,  being 
almoft  tired  out  with  ten  weeks  attendance,  fo  that 
I  have  had  no  opportunity  to  try  further  in  the 
bufmefs  I  wrote  of  in  my  laft,  but  hope  to  bring 
it  to  fome  iffue  the  next  opportunity  I  can  get  to 
fpeak  with  the  King.     I  am  forry  to  fee  in  Mr. 

Johnlbn 
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Johnfon*  fo  broad  a  mixCure  of  human  frailty,  ^^ 
wiih  lb  confiderable  virtues.  But  when  I  look 
into  myfelf,  I  xnuft  think  it  pretty  well,  when 
any  man's  infirmities  are  in  any  meafure  overba- 
laniced  by  his  better  qualities.  This  good  man  I 
am  4peaki«g  of  has  at  fome  times  not  ufed  mfi 
over  well ;  for  which  I  do  not  only  forgive  him, 
when  I  confider  for  whofe  fake  he  did  it,  but 
do  heartily  love  him. 

'^  laa  paper  to  juftify  Lord  RuflelPs  opinion,  "  that  re- 
fiil^nce  may  be  isfed  m  cafe  our  religion  9nd  rights  fliould 
be  invaded/'  as  an  anfwer  to  the  Dean's  letter  to  his  Lord- 
Ibip  of  20  July,  1683,  Johnfon  obferves,  that  this  opinion 
could  not  be  wreded  from  his  Lordfhip  at  his  death,  not- 
withftanding  the  difadvantages  at  which  he  was  taken,  when 
he  was  pradifed  upon  to  retrad  that  opinion,  and  to  be- 
^eaAi  a  legacy  of  flavery  to  his  country.  And,  indeed,  the 
Dean  was  fo  apprehenfive  of  Lady  RufTeirs  difpleafure  at 
his  prefling  his  Lordfhip,  tho'  with  the  beft  intentions,  upoa 
tTiatt  fubjeS,  that  when  he  was  firft  admitted  to  her  after 
her  Lord's  death,  he  is  faid  to  have  addrtfs'd  her  in  this 
manner :  That  he  firft  thanked  God  and  then  her  Lady- 
Ihip,  for  that  opportunity  of  juftifying  himfcif  to  her  ;  and 
they  foon  returned  to  the  terms  of  a  cordial  and  imrcfervcd 
friendfliip.  'Birch.  Mr.  Johnfon  wrote  Julian  the  Apof- 
tate,  to  prove  the  legality  of  refiftance ;  and  an  addrefs  tn 
King  James  ir/s  army  ;  he  was  fin*d,  imprlfonM,  pilloried, 
and  whipt,  after  being  degraded.  The  Revolution  reftor'd 
him  to  his  liberty  ;  the  judgment  againft  him  in  1686  was 
declared  illegal  and  cruel,  and  his  degradation  null  ;  and  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  recommended  him  to  King  William.  He 
died  1703.  Binb.  He  refufcd  the  rich  Deanry  cf 
Durham* 

The 
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tii  *r^^  ^*"g»  befidcs  his  firft  bounty  to  Mr.  Wat- 

ker*»  whofe  modefty  is  equal  to  his  merit,  hath 
made  him  Bifliop  of  Londonderry^  one  of  the 
beft  biihopricks  in  Ireland;  that  fo  he  may  re- 
ceive the  reward  of  that  great  fervice  in  the  place 
where  he  did  it.  It  is  incredible  how  much  every 
body  is  pleafed  with  what  the  King  hath  done  in 
this  matter,  and  it  is  no  fmall  joy  to  me  to  fee 
that  God  direds  him  wifely.^ 

I  will  now  give  your  Ladyfhip  a  Ihort  account 
of  his  Majefty^s  difpofal  of  our  Engliih  church 

*  Mr.  George  Walker,  juftly  famous  for  his  defence  of 
Londonderry,  in  Ireland,  (when  Lunde  the  governor  would 
have  furrendered  it  to  King  James  II.)  was  bom  of  Ejiglifli 
parents  In  the  county  of  Tyrone  in  that  kingdom,  and  edii* 
cated  in  the  Univerflty  of  Glafgow,  in  Scotland ;  he  was 
afterwards  Redor  of  Donnoghmoft,  not  nuuiy  miles  fiom 
the  city  of  Londonderry.  Upon  the  Revolution,  he  nds'd 
a  regiment  for  the  defence  of  the  Protefiants :  and  upon 
intelligence  of  King  James  having  a  defign  to  befi^  Loa« 
donderry,  retired  thither,  being  at  laft  chofen  governor  of  it. 
After  the  raifing  of  that  fiege  he  came  to  England,  when 
he  was  mod  gracioufly  received  by  their  Majefties  ;  and  on 
the  19th  of  November,  1689,  received  the  thanks  of  tho 
Houfe  of  Commons,  having  juft  before  publi(h*d  an  ac- 
count of  that  (lege,  and  had  a  prefent  of  5000!.  He  w» 
created  D.  D.  by  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford  on  the  a6th 
Feb.  1689-90  in  his  return  to  Ireland,  where  he  was  kill'd 
the  beginning  of  July,  1690,  at  the  paflage  of  the  Boynet 
having  rcfolved  to  ferve  that  campaign  before  he  took  pot 
fcflion  of  his  bilhoprick,  Bircb^ 

preferment!. 
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{^rererments^  which  I  think  he  has  dohe  as  well  as  ^^ 
could  be  expe6ed»  in  the  midft  of  the  powerful  im- 
portuniti^  of  lb  many  great  men^  in  whom  I  dif-* 
cem  too  much  of  court  art  and  contrivance  for  the 
preferment  of  their  friends  5  yea,  even  in  my  good 
Lord  Nouingham,  more  than  I  could  wilh.  This 
is  a  melancholy  confideration  to  one  in  my  ftation. 
In  which  I  do  not  fee  how  it  is  poffible  fo  to  ma« 
nage  a  man's  felf  between  civility  and  fincerity, 
-between  being  willing  to  give  good  words  to  all, 
and  able  to  do  good  to  very  few,  as  to  hold  out 
an  honeft  man,  or  even  the  reputation  of  being  fo 
a  year  to  an  end. 

I  promifed  a  fliort  account,  but  I  am  long  be* 
fore  I  come  to  it.  The  Dean  of  St.  Paul's*,  Bi- 
fhop  of  Worcefter ;  the  Dean  of  Peterborough  t, 
of  Chkhefter;  an  humble  fervant  of  yours.  Dean 
cf  St.  Paul's ;  the  Dean  of  Norwich  J  is  Dean  of 
Canterbury ;  and  Dr.  Stanley,  Clerk  of  his  Ma- 
jelly's  clofet,  is  Refidentiary  of  St.  Paul's ;  and 
Dr.  Fairfax  Dean  of  Norwich.'  The  Warden  of 
All  Souls  5  in  Oxford,  is  Prebendary  of  Canter- 
bury; and  Mr.  Nixon  hath  the  other  Prebend 
there,  void  by  the  death  of  Dr.  Jeffreys.  Thefe 
two  laft  merited  of  the  King  in  the  Weft,  Mr. 

*  Dr.  StUIingfleet.  t  Dr.  Simon  Patrick. 

%  Dr.  John  Sharp. 

^  Leopold  William  Finch,  5th  fon  of  Hencage,  Earl 
of  Winchclfca.  Birch. 

Finch 
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^^  Finch  by  going  in  early  to  him,  and  Mr.  NixoiH 
vho  is  my  Lord  of  Badi's  Chaplain,  by  carrying 
meflages  between  the  King  and  my  Lord  of  Batb, 
as  the  King  himfelf  told  me,  with  the  hazard  of 
his  life.  St.  Andrew's  and  Covent^Garden  are 
not  yet  difpofed.  Dr.  Birch  (which  I  had  almoft 
ibrgot)  is  Prebendary  of  Weftminfter ;  and,  which 
grieves  me  much,  Monf.  AUixput  by  at  prefent; 
but  my  Lord  Privy  Seal  •  would  not  be  denied. 
The  whole  is  as  well  as  could  eafily  be  in  the  pre^ 
ient  circumftances. 

But  now  begins  my  trouble.  After  I  had  kifs'ii* 
the  King's  hand  for  the  Deanry  of  St.  Paul's,  I 
gave  his  Majefty  my  moft  humble  thanks,  and 
totd  him,  that  now  he  had  fet  me  at  eafe  for  the 
remainder  of  my  life.  He  replied,  "  No  fuch 
matter,  I  aflure  you ;  and  fpoke  plainly  about  a 
great  place,  which  I  dread  to  think  of,  and  faid» 
«*  It  was  neceOary  for  his  fervice,  and  he  muflL 
charge  it  upon  my  confcience."  Juft  as  he  had 
faid  this,  he  was  called  to  fupper,  and  I  had  (Hily 
time  to  fay,  that  when  his  Majefty  was  at  leifure 
I  did  believe  I  could  fatisfy  him  that  it  would 
be  moft  for  his  fervice,  that  I  fliould  continue 
jn  the  ftation  in  which  he  had  now  placed 
me.  This  hath  brought  me  into  a  real  difficulty. 
For  on  the  one  hand  it  is  hard  to  decline  his 
Majefty's  commands,  and  much  harder  yet  to 
fiand  out  againft  fo  much  goodnefs  as  his  Majefty^ 

*  Marquis  of  Halifax^ 

u 
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U  pleafed  to  ufe  towards  me.  On  the  other^  I  ^-^^- 
can  neither  bring  my  inclination  nor  my  judg« 
ment  to  it«  This  I  owe  to  the  Bifliop  of  Sali{bury» 
pneof  the  worft  aB4  heft  friends  I  know:  beft^ 
for  his  fingiul^  gpod  opinion  of  me ;  and  the 
yorft,  for  direding  the  King  to  this  method, 
vhich  I  know  he  did ;  as  if  his  Lordfhip  and  I 
had  coqcerjt^d  the  i^atter  how  to  finifh  this  foolifh 
piece  of  dijBtfnulation,  in  running  away  from  ^ 
Btfhopijlc  *  to  catch  an  Archbifhopric.  This  fine 
4eyice  hath  ^thrown  me  fo  far  into  the  briars^  thajt 
withoyt  i;ii$  ^f ajefty's  great  goodnefs,  I  ihall  ne« 
ir.er  get  .o|F  witjbQjat  a  fcratcb'd  face.     And  now 

*  Tillotfo^  .wrote  before  to  a  nobleman  (fuppofed  the 
Elarl  of  Portland)  begging  he  might  be  excufed  from  ac- 
cepting a  bifliopric.  Birch  remarks^  inftances  of  this  kind 
of  felf-denial,  will  perhaps  be  thought  rare  in  any  age  ;  but 
tfaere  was  a  remarkable  one  under  Henry  the  Eighth  of 
another  Dean  of  Canterbury,  well  known  by  his  embaOies 
and  public  negociationsy  Dr.  Nicholas  Wotton»  great  uncle 
of '%r  Hei^  Wouon.  This  great  politician,  as  well  as 
div^e,  being  informed  of  an  intention  to  advance  him  to 
the  mitre,  wrote  to  Dr.  Bellafis  from  Duffeldorp,  Nov. 
iith,  1539,  requefting  him,  for  the  paflion  of  God,  to 
convey  that  Bifliopric  from  him. — So  I  might  (adds  he) 
avoid  it  without  difpleafure,  I  would  furely  never  meddle 
with  it ;  there  be  enough  that  be  meet  for  it,  and  will  not 
refufc  it,  I  cannot  marvel  enough,  cur  ottrudatur  mn  cupU 
s9Ui  Immo  midomo  quidem.  My  mind  is  as  troubled  as  my 
writing  is. — ^Your's  to  his  little  power,  Nicholas  Wotton. 
Add  whatfoever  you  will  more  to  it,  if  you  add  not  Blfhop. 

li  I  will 
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rtfo  *  I  vill  tell  your  Ladyfhip  the  bottom  of  my  heart* 
I  have  oF  a  long  time^  I  thank  God  for  it,  devoted 
tnyfelf  to  the  public  fervice  without  any  regard 
for  myfelf,  and  to  that  end  have  done  the  beft  I 
could  in  the  beft  manner  I  was  able.  Of  late 
God  hath  been  pleafed  by  very  fevere  ways*,  but 
in  great  goodnefs  to  me,  to  wean  me  perfe£Uy 
from  the  love  of  this  world ;  fo  that  worldly  great- 
nefs  is  now  not  only  undefireable,  but  diftafteful 
to  me.  And  I  do  verily  believe,  that  I  fliall  be 
able  to  do  as  much  or  more  good  in  my  prefent 
ftation,  than  in  a  higher,  and  Ihall  not  have  one 
jot  lefs  intereft  or  influence  upon  any  others  to 
any  good  purpofe;  for  the  people  naturally  love  a 
man  that  will  take  great  pains  and  little  prefer- 
ment.  But  on  the  other  hand,  if  I  could  force 
my  inclination  to  take  this  great  place,  I  forefee 
that  I  fliould  fink  under  it,  and  grow  melancholy 
and  good  for  nothing,  and  after  a  little  while  die 
as  a  fool  dies. 

But  this.  Madam,  is  a  great  deal  too  much, 
upon  one  of  the  worft  and  niceft  fubjeds  in  the 
world,  a  man's  feif. 

As  I  was  finifliing  this  long  letter,  which  if  your 
goodnefs  will  forgive,  I  hope  never  to  have  occa- 
fion  to  try  it  fo  far  again,  I  received  your  letter, 
and  fliall  fay  no  more  of  Dr.  More,  of  whofe 
preaching  I  always  knew  your  Ladyfliip's  opt- 

.   ♦  The  lofs  of  his  children,  aad  having  been  fciz*d  with 
an  apopledic  diforder. 

oioo. 
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i^fi.  ^'he  perfon  I  mentionied  was  Mr.  Kidder^  ^  '^- 
^  Whoin  die  King  hks  bellowed  the  Deamy  of 
f^eterborough^  and  therefore  cannot  have  it.  I 
ten  fully  of  your  Ladyfliip'3  opinion^  that  what 
ihy  Lord  Bedford  does  in  this  mattet>  muft  not 
«|fpear  to  *be  lione  by  him^  for  fear  of  bringing 
tMher  in^drtunities  uf^on  the  King.  If  my  Lord 
tiiinks  weH  t>f  DV.  Homedi,  Dr.  More  would 
then  certainly  liavie  St.  Andrews. 

I  duuik  God  for  the  heididi  yoicr  family  enjoys^ 
'«8  for  ibat  of  tny  6wn';  and  equally  pray  for  the 
^ontitmance  of  it^  and  all  ofhet  bleflings.  I  would 
^ain  find  room  to  ten^r  my  humble  fervice  to  my 
2x>r<i  Bedfolr4  my  Lord  RtiflcH^  and  two  of  the 
4>eft  youfig  Ladies  I  know.  I  am>  honoured 
^adam,  nfort  than  I  c«n  exprefs, 

Vow  flwft'obligefd  aftd  obedient  fervant^ 

JOHN  TILLOTSON, 


L  E  T  t  E  k     CV. 

Lady  Russell  to  the  Dean  of  St^  Paul's. 

Whenever,  Mr.  Dean,  you  are  difpofed, 
«ind  at  leifiire  to  give  it  me,  I  can  be  well  content^ 
I  aflUre  you,  to  read  the  longed  letter  you  can 
write.  But  I  had  not  fo  foon  toid  a  truth  you 
icannot  chufe  but  know,  if  this  paper  was  not  to 
be  haften*d  to  you  with  a  little  ecrand  that  I  am 
li  2  well 
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^^  well  enough  pleafed  to  be  employed  in ;  becaufe 
the  eSk&  will  be  good»  tho'  the  cauCe  does  not 
pleafe  me;  being  yoa  faid  Mr.  Kidder*  caai*t 
have  Coveni-^rden»  becauie  he  is  Dean  of  Beier^ 
borough  (tho*  I  don'^t  conceive  why,  unlefs  it  is 
becattfe  he  is  great,  and  others  are  not).  But 
Lord  Bedford  leans  ftron^y  to  offer  him  to  the 
King ;  'tis  from  what  you  faid  to  me  has  made 
him  do  fo.  Yet  if  you  judge  he  Ihould  not  now 
be  the  man^  X  am  enjoined  to  obtain  ttom  you 
(boie  charader  of  one  Mr.  Freeman  t,  and  Mr^ 
Williams  '^ :  the  laft  I  have  heard  you  fpeak  weM 
of,  but  I  did  not  heed  his  juft  charafter.  What 
^  you  think  fit  lo  fay  to  me  ihaU  not  be  imparted 
but  in  general  terms^  if  you  Uke  that  beftj  nhcT 
Lord  Bedford  is  as  clofe  as  can  be  defired,  and  as 
well  inclined  as  poffible,  to  do  the  he& »  and  will 
have  me  fay  fomething  of  thefe  men  before  he 
fixes,  which  my  Lord  Shrewlbury  advifes  him  to 
do  quickly. 

More  §  he  is  averfe  to ;  Homeck  ||  the  parifli 
is  alfo,  as  he  is  well  informed,  to  a  high  degree. 

•  Rd«  Kidder,  afterwards  Bifhop  of  Bath  and  Wdls  (in 
Kenn's  Aead,  1691)  was  killed  with  his  Lady  at  Wells,  by 
the  fall  of  a  Hack  of  chimnies  during  the  high  wind,  if 
Nov.  1703. 

t  Dr.  Freeman  died  Dean  of  Peterborooghf  1707. 

X  Williamsy  afterwards  Biihep  of  Chichefter,died  1709. 

§  More  died  Biihop  of  Ely ^  1714- 

II  Horncck  died  Prebendary  of  We(bninfier«lfi96>7*  . 

So 
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So  Ktdder»  Willtami,  and  Freetmn  are  before      ^^ 
bim.     I  defire  two  or  three  lines  upon  this  fub- 
jed^  by  die  firft  poft  if  you  pleafe. 

Tho'  my  paper  is  full  enough^  efpecially  to  a 
man  that  has  no  more  fpare  time  than  you  have^ 
yet  I  muft  juft  touch  upon  fome  other  parts  of 
your  letter^  being  they  touch  me  moft  fenfibly. 
I  blefs  God  that  inclines  the  heart  of  our  King  to 
do  well ;  it  looks  as  if  God  meant  a  full  mercy  to 
thefe  long  threatened  kingdoms.  I  thank  Mn 
Dean  very  heartily  for  thofe  thoughts  that  in- 
fluence and  heighten  his  charity  to  Mr.  J n« 

I  will  not  fay  what  I  do  more^  but  you  muft 
fipeds  kno^f*  Mr*  Dean^  now  a  few  words  to 
your  own  concern^  that  bears  fo  heavy  upon  your 
mind^  and  I  have  4Qne.  I  know  not  if  I  Ihould 
ttfe  the  phrafe^  ^'  integrity  is  my  idol  ;**  but  I'm 
fure  I  admire  and  love  it  hugely  wherever  I  meet 
it*  I  would  never  have  a  fincere  perfon  crofledf 
I  do  pity  youj  Mr.  Dean^  and  I  think  you  have 
a  hard  game  uppp  your  hands^  ^yhich  if  it  Ibould 
happen  you  cai)*t  play  off  your  own  way,  you 
can  do  better  than  a  man  lefs  portifie4  to  the 
world  cou'd;  being  if  you  ferye  the  ^tereft  of, 
religion  and  the  King*s«  you  are  doing  wh^t  you 
have  dedicated  yourfelf  to»  and  therefore  can  be 
more  regardlefs  of  the  ignorant  or  wicked  cen«» 
furer ;  for,  upon  my  word,  I  believe  you  will  in-? 
cur  no  other :  your  charader  is  above  it,  if  what 
you  fea^r  Ihould  come  upon  you.  Buvas  I  con- 
I  i  3  ccivc 
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^eto*  ceive  there  are  fix  months  yet  to  deliberate  vpeni 
this  matter,  you  know  the  old  faying,  many  thinga 
fall  out  between  the  cup  and  the  lip ;  and  pray  da 
not  fill  your  head  with  the  fears  of  a  trouble,^ 
tho'  never  fo  great,  that  is  at  a  diftahce^  and  may» 
never  be ;  for  if  you  think  too  much  on  a  matter 
you  dread,  it  wfll  certainly  difturb  your  quiet,, 
and  that  will  infallibly  your  health;  and  you  eannol 
but  fee.  Sir,  that  would  be  of  a  bad  confaquence*. 
The  King  is  willing  to  hear  you.  You  know  your 
own  heart  to  do  good,  and  yoju  have  lived  tome 
time,  and  have  had  experience.  You  fay  well 
that  fuch  an  one  is  the  bed  and  w;orft  friend.«-« 
I  think  I  fiiould  have  had  more  tendemefs  to 
the  will  or  temper  of  my  friend ;  and  for  his, 
juftification,  one  may  fay,  he  prefers  good  ta 
many,  before  gratifying  oae  fingle  perfon,  and  a 
public  good  ought  to  carry  a  man  a  great  way» 
But  I  fee  your  judgment  (if  your  inclination  doeat 
not  biafs  too  far)  is  heartily  a^nft  him  in  this 
matter,  that  you  think  you  can't  do  fo  much  good 
then  as  now.  We  muft  fee  if  you  cap  convince 
him  thereof)  and  when  he  is  matter  of  that 
notion,  then  let  him  labour  to  make  your  way 
out  of  thofe  briars,  he  has  done  his  part  to  bring 
you  into  s  tho^  fomething  elfe  would  have  done 
it  without  him,  I  believe,  if  I  am  not  miftaken 
in  this,  no  more  than  I  am  th^t  this  letter  is  mucU 
too  long  from,  &c. 

Sepiemker  1689. 

LET- 
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LETTER    CVL 
DfiAN  TiuoTSON  TO  Lady  Russsll* 

Honoured  Madam^ 

EJmmtonj  Sepi.  24,  l6S9. 

J  UST  now  I  received  your  Ladylhip's  letter. 
Since  my  laft,  and  not  before,  I  underftand  the 
great  averfenefs  of  the  pariih  from  Dr.  Homeck; 
fo  that  if  my  Lord  of  Bedford  had  liked  him>  I 
could  not  have  thought  it  fit,  knowing  hovf  necef- 
fary  it  is  to  the  good  effeft  of  a  man's  miniftry^ 
that  he  do  not  lie  under  any  great  prejudice  with 
the  people.  The  two  whom  the  fiilhop  of  Chi« 
chefier  hath  named,  are,  I  think,  of  the  worthieft 
of  the  city  minifters,  fince  Mr,  Kidder  declines 
it,  for  the  reafon  given  by  the  fiiihop,  and,  if  he 
did  not,  could  not  have  it ;  not  becaufe  of  any 
inconfiAency  in  the  preferments,  but  becaufe  the 
King,  having  fo  many  obligations  yet  to  anfwer, 
cannot,  at  the  iame  time,  give  two  fuch  prefer- 
ments to  one  man.  For  the  two  perfons  men* 
tioned,  if  comparifon  muft  be  made  between  two 
very  good  men,  I  will  tell  your  Ladyfliip  my 
free  thoughts  of  them« 

Mr«  Williams  is  really  one  of  the  beft  men  I 

know,  and  mod  unwearied  in  doing  good,  and 

his  preaching  very  weighty  and  judicioas.     The 

I  i  4  other 


488  LADY    RUSSELL'S 

A.  D.  Other  is  a  truly  pious  man,  and  oF  a  winning  con*' 
verfation.  He  preaches  well,  and  hath  much  the 
more  plaufible  delivery,  and,  I  think,  a  ftronger 
voice*  Both  of  them  (which  I  had  almoft  for* 
got)  have  been  fteady  in  all  changes  of  times* 
This  is  the  plain  truth  ;  and  yet  I  miift  not  con- 
ceal one  particular  and  prefent  advantage  on 
Dr.  Freeman's  fide.  On  Sunday  night  laft,  the 
King  afked  me  concerning  a  city  minifter,  whofe 
name  he  had  forgot;  but  faid,  he  had  a  very 
kind  remembrance  of  him,  having  had  much 
conyerfation  with  him,  when  his  Majefty  was  very 
young  in  Holland,  and  wondered  he  had  never 
feen  him  fince  he  came  into  England. 

I  could  not  imagine  who  he  fliould  be,  till 
his  Majefty  told  me  he  was  the  Englifti  Ambafla- 
dor*s  Chaplain  above  twenty  years  ago,  meaning 
Sir  William  Temple's.  Upon  that  I  knew  it  was 
Dr.  Freeman.  The  King  faid  th^t  wds  his  iiame, 
and  defired  me  to  find  him  out,  and  tell  him  (hat 
he  had  not  forgot  him,  but  remembered  with  plea- 
fure  the  acquaintance  he  had  with  him  many 
years  ago ;  and  had  charged  me,  when  there  was 
an  opportunity,  to  put  him  in  mind  of  him. 
This  I  thought  both  great  goodnefs  in  the  King^ 
and  modefty  in  Dr.  Freeman  *,  never  to  fhew 
himfelf  to  the  King  all  this  while.  By  this  your 
Ladyihip  will  judge,  who  is  like  to  be  moft  ac« 

♦  Dr.  Freeman  was  inftituted  to  the  rcftory  of  C^cnt* 
Garden.  Dec.  28, 1689. 

ceptable 
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dbptable  to  the  King,  whofc  fatisfoaion,  as  well       ^-^^ 
as  fervicc,  I  am  obliged  to  regard,  cfpecially  in 
the  difpofal  of  his  own  preferments,  though  Mr. 
Williams  be  much  more  my  friend. 

I  mentioned  Mr.  Johnfon  again,  but  his  Ma^ 
jefty  put  on  other  difcourfe ;  and  my  Lord  Privy 
Seal  told  me  yefterday  morning,  that  the  King 
thought  it  a  little  hard  to  give  penfions  out  of  his 
^urfe,  inftead  of  church  preferments ;  and  tells 
mfc  Mr.  Johnfon  is  very  Iharp  upon  me.  His 
LordOiip  called  it  railing,  but  it  (hall  not  move 
me  in  the  lead.  His  Lordfhip  aCked  me,  whether 
it  would  not  be  well  to  move  the  King  to  give 
him  a  good  bifliopric  in  Ireland,  there  being  fe* 
veral  void.  I  thought  it  very  well  if  it  would  be 
acceptable.  His  Lordfliip  faid,  that  was  all  one; 
the  offer  would  ftop  many  mouths  as  well  as  his ; 
which,  I  think,  was  well  confidered. 

t  will  fay  no  more  of  myfelf,  but  only  thank 
your  Lady  (hip  for  your  good  advice,  which  I 
have  always  a  great  difpofition  to  follow,  and  a 
great  deal  of  reafon,  being  affured  it  is  lincere  as 
well  as  wife.  The  King  hath  fet  upon  me  again, 
with  greater  earneftnefs  of  perfuafion  than  is  fit 
for  one  that  may  coinmand.  I  begg'd  as  earneftly 
to  be  confidered  in  this  thing,  and  fo  we  parted 
upon  good  terms.  I  hope  fomething  will  happen 
to  hinder  it.  I  put  it  out  of  my  mind  as  much  as  1 
can^  and  leave  it  to  the  good  providence  of  God 

for 
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commend  you  and  yours ;  and  am,  Madam^ 
Yours,  by  all  poffible  obligation, 

JO.  TILLOTSON. 

If  Mr.  Johnfon  refufe  this  offer,  and  it  fbould 
be  my  hard  fortune  not  to  be  able  to  get  out  of 
this  difficulty,  which  I  will,  if  it  be  poffible  to  do 
it  without  provocation,  I  know  one  that  will  da 
more  for  Mr«  Johnfon  than  was  defired  of  the 
King,  but  ftiU  as  from  the  King,  for  any  thing 
that  he  fhall  know.  But,  I  hope,  fome  much 
better  way  will  be  found ;  and  that  there  will  bo 
neither  occaiion  nor  opportunky  for  this  \ 


LETTER    CVIL 

Lady  Montax^ue  to  Lady  RussEit^ 

1  AM  very  forry,  my  dear  filler,  to  find  by 
your*5,  which  I  received  by  the  laft  poft,  that 
your  thoughts  have  been  fo  much  difturb'd  with 
what  I  thought  ought  to  have  fome  contrary  cf- 
kGt  t,     'Tis  very  true  what  is  once  taken  from 

*  The  King  g^ted  Johnfon  jool.  a  year  for  his  own 
and  hisfon's  life,  widi  loOoL  in  mooeyy  and  a  place  of 
lool.  a  year  for  his  fon. 

f  This  probably  alludes  to  the  committee  of  the  HouCe 
of  Commons  to  examine  who  were  the  advifers  and  pro- 
moters of  the  murder  of  Xxxrd  Ruflell,  te. 
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lis,  in  that  nature^  can  never  be  returned;  all  diat       ^^J; 
remains  of  comfort  (according  to  my  temper)  is  at 
bringing  to  punilhment  thofe  vho  vere  fo  vick^ 
ledly  and  unjuiUy  the  caufe  of  it« 

I  cqnfefsy  it  was  a  great  fatisfaftion  to  me  to 
hear  that  was  the  publick  care ;  it  being  fo  much 
%o  the  hpnour,  as  well  as  what  in  juftice  wasi  due 
to  your  dead  Lord»  that  I  do  not  doubt,  when 
your  fad  thoughts  will  giv;  you  leave  to  recoiled^ 
you  will  find  comfort^ 

I  heartily  pray  God  you  may,  and  that  you 
yn>y  never  have  the  addition  of  any  other  lof^ 
yrhich  is  apd  ever  fliall  be  the  prayers  of^ 

Your  entirely  affefkionatey 

E.  MONTAGUE- 
ficughton^  $3  Dec.  i68^t 


LETTER    CVIII. 
Lady  Rusji^ll  to  Lady  Sunderland* 

I  THINK  J  underftand  almoft  lefs  than  any 
body,  yet  I  knew  better  things  than  to  be  weary 
pf  receiving  what  is  fo  good  as  my  Lady  Sunder- 
land's letters ;  or  not  to  have  a  due  regard  of  what 
is  fo  valuable  as  her  efteem  and  kindnefs^  with 
her  promifes  to  enjoy  it  my  whole  life.  Truly, 
Madam,  I  can  find  no  fault  but  one,  and  that  is 
4:pnftjmtly  in  all  the  favours  you  dire£i  to  me,  an 

unfortunate 
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^^  unfortunate  tlfetcfs  Creature  in  the  world,  yet 
your  Ladyfhip  owns  me  as  one  had  been  of  fom^ 
fervice  to  you.  Alas !  1  know  I  was  not,  but  my 
intention  was  pure ;  I  pityed  your  fonrow ;  I  was 
hearty  in  wiftiing  you  eafe,  and  if  I  had  an  occa* 
fion  for  it  I  could  be  diligent,  but  no  further  abi-1 
lity  ;  and  you  are  very  good  to  receive  it  kindly. 
But,  fo  unhappy  a  foiicitor  as  I  was  once  for  my 
poor  felf  and  family,  my  heart  mifgives  me  when 
I  aim  at  any  thing  of  that  kind  any  more.  Yet 
I  hope  I  have  at  laft  learned  to  make  the  will 
of  God,  when  declared,  the  rule  of  my  content, 
and  to  thank  him  for  all  the  hard  things  1  fuffer 
as  the  beft  aflurances  of  a  large  fliare  in  that 
other  blefled  date }  and  if  what  is  dear  to  us  is 
got  thither  before  us,  the  fenfe  what  they  enjoy, 
and  we  in  a  little  while  fliall  yfiih  them,  ought  to 
fupport  us  and  our  friends. 


LETTER    CIX. 
Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  F^tzwilliaii. 

1  ASSURE  you,  good  Podor,  I  was  very  well 
pleafed  this  fcvening,  to  receive  another  letter 
from  you ;  and  much  mpre  than  ordinary^  be- 
caufe  your  laft  had  foioe  gentle  hints  in  it,  as  if 
you  thought  I  had  taken  fome  offence,  though 
you  kindly  again  faid,  yqu.  could  not  or  wpuld 

not 
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not  imagine  it,  not  being  confcious  of  jomilfion 
or  commiflion»  and  indeed  you  have  good  reafoa 
for  faying  fo ;  I  will  at  any  time  juftify  yoji  in  ^t^ 
and  do  more  commend  your  belief,  that  I  either 
had  not  your  letters,  or  was  not  well,  than  | 
could  your  miftruft  of  me  for  what  will  never 
happen.     But  an  old  dated  paper  has  convinced 
you,  and  a  newer  had^  if  I  had  known  where  t^ 
Jbave  found  you;  for  in  your's  of  the  5th  of  Au* 
guil  you  i;ittmate  that  yoji;  meant  (if  it  did  no^ 
too  much  offend  the  eye^  of  a  friend  of  mine  thaf 
were  weak)  to  make  a  ftay  at  Windfor  often 
days  JQnger,  and  made  no  mention  then  whither 
jrou  went.     Now  truly  I  had  that  letter,  when  I 
was  obliged  to  write  much  to  fuch  as  would  con- 
gratulate my  being  well  again,  fome  in  kindnefs^ 
and  fome  in  ceremony.     But  fo  it  was,  that  when 
I  went  to  write^  I  found  I  (hould  not  know  wherp 
to  fend  it ;  fo  I  deferr'd  it  till  I  had  learnt  that. 
I  fent  to  Mrs.  Smith ;  Ihe  could  not  tell ;  I  bid 
John  fend  to  Richard  at  Straton  to  know  if  yo^ 
were  at  Chilton,  for  I  know  Lady  Gainfborough 
was  not  there  then,  but  now  you  have  informejl 
me  yourfelf. 

By  report  I  fear  poor  Lady  Gainfborough  }s 
in  new  trouble  :  for  though  (he  has  all  the  help  Qf 
religion  to  fupport  her,  yet  that  does  not  fliut  w 
put  from  all  forrow ;  it  does  not  dire^  us  to  io- 
fenfibility  if  we  could  command  it,  but  to  a  quiet 
'  fubmiffion  to  the  will  of  God,  making  his  ours  as 

much 
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^^-  much  as  we  tan.  Indeed,  Do8or,  you  are  ete 
tremely  in  the  right  to  think  that  my  life  has  beeil 
fo  imbittered,  'tis  ndw  i.  vtry  poor  thing  to  me ; 
yet  I  find  myfelf  Careful!  enough  of  it.  I  think 
i  am  ufefuU  tb  my  children,  and  would  endure 
hard  things  to  dd  for  them  till  they  can  do  fot 
th^mfelVes ;  but,  alas !  I  tai  apt  to  Conclude  if  I 
had  not  that,  yet  I  Ihould  filll  find  out  fdme  rea^^ 
fon  td  to  bcf  content  to  live,  though  I  am  weary 
of  every  thing,  slnd  of  the  foUy^  the  vanity^  the 
tnadhefs  of  man  nioft  of  all. 

Inhere  is  a  fhrinking  from  the  fcf^araiioil  of  the 
foul  from  th^  body;  that  is  implanted  in  dur  na« 
ture^i  which  enforces  us  to  conferve  life :  and 
'tis  a  wife:  providence ;  for  whd  would  elfe  en-* 
*  dure  much  evil,  that  is  hot  taught  the  great  ad-^ 
Vantages  of  patient  fufferings?  1  am  heartily 
forry,  good  Doddr,  that  you  are  not  exempt^ 
Which  I  am  fufe  you  are  not,  whta  you  can't 
exef cife  your  cafe  as  formetly  among  ydur  flock 
atCotenham*.  But  I  will  not  enlarge  on  this 
matter,  not  any  other  at  this  time.  That  I  mi^t 
b^  certain  not  to  omit  this  refpeft  td  you,  I  have 
beguii  with  it,  and  have  many  behind,  to  which  I 
muft  hafien,  but  firft  defire  yoii  will  prefent  my 
mod  humble  fervice  to  my  Lady ;  I  had  done 
knyfelf  the  honour  to  write  to  her,  juft  Us  I  believe 
file  was  writing  td  me,  but  I  vrill  thank  her  yet  for 

*  EjcAed  as  ft  Nonjuror^ 

thai 
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dial  favout.    Either  trouble  or  the  pleaflire  of      ^^ 
her  fon*8  fettlement  engrofles  her,  I  apprehend^ 
at  this  time,  and  bufinefs  I  know  it  an  attendant 
ofthelaft. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  conftant  friend  and  fervant, 

WobomeAbby,  R.  RUSSELL. 

a8  Auguft,  1690. 


LETTER    CX; 

Dban  Tillotson  to  Lady  Russklu 

Honour'd  Madam, 

Edmonton,  Offdberg,  1690. 

iblNCE  I  had  the  honour  of  your  letter,  I  was 
sempted  to  have  troubled  you  with  one  of  mine 
upon  the  fad  occalion  of  your  late  great  lofs  of 
two  fo  near  reUtions,  and  fo  near  together*.  But 
I  confidered,  why  fiiould  I  pretend  to  be  able 
either  to  inftrud  or  comfort  my  Lady  Ruflell^ 
who  hath  borne  things  much  more  grievous  with 
fo  exemplary  a  meeknefs  and  fubmiilion  to  the 
will  of  God,  and  knows,  as  well  as  I  can  tell  her^ 
that  there  is  no  remedy  in  thefe  cafes  but  patience, 

♦  The  death  of  her  fitter,  the  Countcfs  of  Motmtaguc, 
and  of  her  nephew^  Wriothefly  Baptift,  Earl  of  Gain/bo* 
rough. 

nor 
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A.  D.  nor  any  conafort  but  in  the  hopes  of  the  happy 
meeting  of  our  deceafed  friends  in  a  better  Ufe^ 
in  which  fprrow  and  tears  (hall  have  no  mpre 
place  to  all  eternity ! 

And  now  I  crave  leave  to  impart  fomething  of 
my  own  trouble  to  your  Ladyfliip.  Qn  Sunday 
laft  the  King  commanded  me  to  wait  upon  him 
tlie  next  morning  at  Kenfington.  I  did  fo,  and 
met  with  what  I  feared.  His  Majefty  renewed 
his  former  gracious  offer,  in  fo  preffing  a  manner^ 
and  with  fo  much  kindnefs,  that  I  hardly  knew 
how  to  refift  it.  I  made  ^he  beft  acknowledg- 
ments I  could  of  his  undeferved  grace  and  favour 
to  me,  and  begg'd  of  him  to  confider  all  the  con* 
fequences  of  this  matter,  being  well  aflured  that  all 
the  ilorm,  which  was  raifed  in  convocation  the  laft 
year  by  thofe  who  will  be  the  church  of  Englanci^ 
was  upon  my  account,  and  that  the  Bilhop  of 

L was  at  the  bottom  of  it  out  of  ajealoufy, 

that  I  might  be  a  hindrance  to  him  in  attaining 
what  he  defires,  and  what,  I  call  God  to  witnefs, 
I  would  not  have.  And  I  told  his  majefty,  that 
I  was  ftill  afraid,  that  his  kindnefs  to  me  would 
be  greatly  to  his  prejudice,  efpecially  if  he  carried 
it  fo  far  as  he  was  then  pleafed  to  fpeak ;  for  I 
plainly  faw  they  could  not  bear  it ;  and  that  the 
effcfls  of  envy  and  ill-will  towards  me,  would  ter- 
minate upon  him.  To  which  he  replied,  that  if 
the  thing  were  once  done,  and  they  faw  no  re- 
medy, they  would  give  over,  and  think  of  making 

the 
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(he  beft  of  it ;  and  therefore  he  muft  defire  me  to  ^^ 
think  ferioufly  of  it;  with  other  expreflions  not 
fit  for  me  to  repeat.  To  all  which  I  anfwered^ 
that  in  obedience  to  his  Majefty'^  commands,  I 
would  eonfider  of  it  again^  though  I  was  afraid  I 
bad  already  thought  more  of  it  than  had  done  me 
good^  and  muft  break  through  one  of  the  greateft 
refolutions  of  my  life,  and  facrifice  at  once  all  the 
«afe  and  contentment  of  it ;  which  yet  I  would 
force  myfelf  to  do,  were  I  really  convinced,  that 
I  was  in  any  meafure  capable  of  doing  his  Majefty 
Sind  the  public  that  fervice  which  he  was  pleafed 
lo  think  I  was.  He  fmil*d^  and  faid.  You  talk  of  . 
trouble ;  I  believe  you  will  have  much  more  eafe 
in  it^  than  in  the  condition  in  which  you  now  are. 
Thinking  not  fit  to  fay  more,  I  humbly  took 
leave. 

A«d  now.  Madam,  what  (hall  I  do?  My 
thoughts  were  never  at  fuch  a  plunge.  I  know 
not  how  to  bring  my  mind  to  it ;  and  on  the  other 
hand,  though  the  comparifon  is  very  unequal, 
when  I  remember  how  I  faw  the  King  affefted 
in  the  cafe  of  my  Lord  of  Shrewfbury*,  I  find 
myfelf  in  great  ftrait,  and  would  not  for  all  the 
world  give  him  the  like  trouble.  I  pray  God  to 
dire6l  me  to  that,  which  he  fees  and  knows  to 

♦  When  that  Earl  refigncd  the  poft  of  Secretary  of  State 
about  1690,  to  divert  him  from  which,  Dean  Tillotfoa 
had  been  lent  to  hi$  Lordfhip  by  the  King. 

Burrutf  vol.  ii.  p.  45* 
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^^'  b^  beft^  for  I  know  not  what  to  do*  I  hope  t 
fb^l  have  your  prayers^  ^d  would  be  glad  6t 
your  advicjs,  if  the  K-ing  would  fpare  me  fo  longi 
I  pray  God  to  prefetve  you  and  your's. 

I  aixij  honoUr*d  Madam,  Sec. 

JO.  TILLOTSON. 


LETTER    CXI. 
Lady  Russell  to  the  Dean  of  St.  Faults* 

i  OUR  letters  will  never  trouble  me,  Mr.  Dean; 
on  the  contrary!  they  are  comfortable  refrelh- 
ments  to  my,  for  the  moft  part,  overburthened 
mind,  which  both  by  nature  and  by  accident,  is 
made  fd  weak,  that  I  can't  bear,  with  that  con^ 
ftancy  I  fhould,  the  lofles  I  have  lately  felt ;  I  can 
fay,  friends  and  acquaintances  thou  haft  hid  out 
of  my  fight,  but  I  hope  it  fhall  not  difturb  my 
peace.  Thefe  were  young,  and  as  they  had  began 
their  race  of  life  after  me,  fo  I  defired  they  might 
have  ended  it  alfo.  But  happy  are  thofe  whom 
God  retires  in  his  grace — I  truft  thefe  were  fo; 
and  then  no  age  can  be  amifs:  to  the  young  *tis 
not  too  early,  nor  to  the  aged  too  late.  Submif- 
fion  and  prayer  is  all  we  know  that  we  can  do 
towards  our  own  relief  i|i  our  diftrefles^  or  to  dif-* 
arm  God's  anger,  either  in  our  public  or  private 
concerns.      The  fcene  will  (bon  alter  to  that 

peaceful 
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^ifteftil  ani  eternal  hottie  in  profpeS.    Bttt  iii       ^^ 
ttiis  tim^  o^  otiir  pilgrimage^  victffitudes  of  all  font 
•te  cvtty  ont^s  \ou    And  this  leads  me  to  youf 
cafe^  Si*. 

The  llihe  feemn  to  be  come  that  you  maft  put 
iBinew  in  pradicd  that  fubmiflion*^  you  have  fa 
Jpowcrftilly  both  tty'd  yourfelf^  and  inftrufted 
mhers  to ;  I  fe^  no  plate  to  cfcape  at?  you  muft 
take  tip  the  crofs^  and  beai^  it  i  I  faithfully  be* 
licve  it  has  thti  figure  of  a  v^ry  heavy  one  to  you* 
though  not  from  the  tares  of  it ;  fince>  if  the 
king  gtieJBcs  right,  you  toil  more  now ;  but  thi* 
Vork  is  of  your  oifrn  choofing,  ^.nd  the  dignity  of 
the  other  is  what  you  have  bent  your  mind  againft* 
*nd  the  ftrong  refolve  of  your  life  has  been  to 
Avoid  it.  Had  this  even  proceeded  to  a  vow,  'tis* 
i  think,  like  the  virgins  of  old>  to  be  diflblved  by 
the  father  of  your  country*  Again,  tho*  contem-i 
|>latto]n,  and  a  few  friends  well  chofen,  would  be 
your  grateful  choice,  yet,  if  charity,  obedience* 
«nd  necefiity,  call  you  into  the  great  world,  and 
where  enemies  encompafs  found  about,  muft  not 
you  acc^ept  it  ?  And  each  of  thefe,  in  my  mean 
appfehenfion,  determines  you  to  do  it.  In  fhort* 
*twill  be  a  noble  facrifice  you  will  make,  and  I 
nrti  confident  you  will  find  as  a  reward,  kind  and 

•  Submiffioti  alludes  to  Tillotfon's  letter  to  Lord  Ruflell 
tgattift  refittahcc.  A  flirewd  hint  of  the  Dean's  endeavours 
to  perfuade  Lord  Ruflell  to  fubmit  to  the  dodlrine  of  Paflivc 
Obedience. 
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^-  tender  fupports^  if  you  do  take  the  burthen  upoil 
you ;  there  is,  as  it  were,  a  commanding  ProTi-* 
dence  in  the  manner  of  it.  Perhaps  I  do  as  fin^ 
cereiy  wifh  your  thoughts  at  eafe  as  any  friend 
you  have,  but  I  think  you  may  purchafe  that  too 
dear  $  and  if  you  [hould  come  to  think  fo  too« 
they  would  then  be  as  reftlefs  as  before* 

Sir,  I  believe  you  would  be  as  much  a  commdn 
good  as  you  can ;  confider  how  few  of  ability  and 
integrity  this  age  produces.  Pray  do  not  turn 
this  matter  too  much  in  your  head  $  when  one  hai 
once  turn*d  it  every  way,  you  know  that  more 
does  but  perplex,  and  one  never  fees  the  clearer 
for  it.  fie  not  llifF  if  it  be  ftill  urged  to  you. 
Conform  to  the  Divine  Will,  which  has  fet  it  fo 
ftrongly  into  the  others  mindj  and  be  content  to 
endure  ;  'tis  God  calls  you  to  it*  I  believe  'twas 
wifely  faid^  that  when  there  is  no  remedy  they  will 
give  it  over,  and  make  the  heft  of  it,  and  fo  I 
hope  no  ill  will  terminate  oh  the  King ;  and  they 
Vill  lay  up  their  arrows,  when  they  perceive  they 
are  (hot  in  vain  at  him  or  you^.upon  whom  no  re« 
fle&ion  tliat  I  can  tliink  of  can  J)e  made  that  is 
ingenious ;  and  what  is  pure  malice  you  are  above 
being  affeded  withi 

I  wilh,  for  many  rcafons,  my  prayers  were  more 
worthy,  but  fuch  as  they  are,  I  offer  them  with  a 
fincere  zell  to  the  throne  of  gracd  for  yoU  in  this 
(Irait,  that  you  may  be  led  out  of  it,  as  (hall  beft 
ferve  the  great  ends  and  defigns  of  God's  glory. 

[About  the  middle  qfOSobcr,  1690.J 
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LETTER     CXIL 
P£AN  T1LLOT8ON  TO  Lady  Russelu 
Honoured  MadaMu 

X  AM  obliged  to  your  Ladyihip  beyond  all  ex* 
preffion^  for  taking  my  cafe  fo  ferioufly  into  your, 
confideration^  and  giving  me  your  mature  thoughts 
upon  it.  Nothing  ever  came  more  feafonably  to 
me  than  your  letter,  which  I  received  on  Wed-, 
nefday  fe'nnight,  the  very  night  before  I  was  to 
have  given  my  final  anfwer  to  the  King  the  next 
morning.  I  thank  you  for  it.  It  helped  very 
ipuch  to  fettle  and  determine  my  wavering  mind. 
I  weighed  all  you  wrote,  both  your  advice  and 
your  arguments,  having  not  only  an  aflurance  of 
your  true  friendfhip  and  good  wiU  for  me,  but  a 
very  great  regard  aijd  deferenpe  for  your  judg- 
ment and  opinioq.  I  cannot  but  own  the  weigbt 
of  that  confideratiop,  which  you  are  pleafed  tQ 
urge  me  withal ;  I  mean  the  yilible  marks  of  a 
more  than  ordinary  provic^encq  of  God  in  this 
tiling;  that  the  King,  who  likes  nqt  either  to  im- 
portune or  to  be  denied,  fhould,  after  fq  obftinate 
a  declining  of  the  thing  on  my  paft,  (liU  perfift 

*  From  a  copy  in  Ihort-hand,  in  his  common-plac^ 
►00k. 
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f^o!*  ^^  P^^^*  ^  ^P^"  "'^  "^^^  ^^  much  kuidnefs,  awl 
vrith  that  earneftaefs  of  perfuafion  which  it  doet 
not  become  me  to  mention.  I  wifli  I  could  think 
the  King  had  a  fuperior  dire&ion  in  this,  as  I 
verily  believe  he  hath  in  fome  other  things  <^ 
much  greater  importance* 

The  next  morning  I  went  ta  Kcn&ngton  full 
of  iear,  but  yet  determined  what  was  fit  for  me  ta 
60.  I  met  the  King  coming  out  of  his  clofet^ 
and  afking  if  his  coach  was  ready.  He  took  me 
afidcji  and  I  told  himj^  that,^  in  obedience  to  hia 
Majefty's  commandj^  I  had  coufidered  of  the  thing 
as  well  as  I  couldj^  and  came  to  give  him  my  aiv^ 
fwen  I  perceived  his  }A^ttiy  was  going  Qut»  and 
therefore  deGred  him  to  appoint  me  another  time^ 
which  he  did  on  the  Saturday  in.orning  after. 

Then  I  came  again^  and  he  look  me  into  ki^ 
diofeti  where  I  (old  him^  that  I  could  not  but  have 
a  deep  fenfe  of  his  Majefty's  great  grace  and  fe^ 
Voar  to  me,  not  only  to  offer  me  the  beft  thing  he 
had  to  give,  but  to  prefs  it  fo  cartieftly  upon  me, 
I  faid,  I  would  not  prefume  to  argue  the  -matter 
any  farther,  but  I  hoped  he  would  give  mc  leave 
to  be  ftill  his  humble  and  earneft  petitioner  to 
fpare  me  in  that  thing.  He  anfwered,  he  would 
do  fo  if  he  could,  but  he  knew  not  what  to  do 
if  I  refufcd  it.  Upon  that  I  told  him,  that  I  ten^ 
dered  my  life  to  him,  and  did  humbly  devote  it 
to  be  difpofcd  of  as  he  thought  fit.  He  was 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  fay,  it  was  the  bell  news  ha4 

come 
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come  to  him  this  great  while.  I  did  not  kneel  ^  ^* 
down  to  kifs  his  hand,  for  without  that  I  doubt  1 
am  too  fure  of  it;  but  requeued  of  him,  that  he 
wolild  defer  the  declaration  of  it,  and  let  it  be  at 
fecret  for  fome  time.  He  faid  he  thought  it 
might  not  be  amifs  to  defer  it  till  the  parliament 
was  up.  I  begg'd  farther  of  him,  that  he  would 
not  make  me  a  wedge  to  drive  out  the  prefetit 
Archbifliop :  that  fome  time  before  I  was  nomi- 
nated, his  Majefty  would  be  pleafed  to  declare  in 
council,  that  fince  his  lenity  had  not  had  any  bet- 
ter efieEl,  he  would  wait  no  more,  but  would  diC- 
pofe  of  their  places.  This  I  told  him  I  humbty 
defired,  that  I  might  not  be  thought  to  do  any 
thing  harfh,  or  which  might  refled  upon  me^  (or 
now  that  his  Majefty  had  thought  fit  to  advancd 
me  to  this  ftation,  my  reputation  was  become  hii 
intereft.  He  faid,  he  was  fenfible  of  it,  and 
thought  it  reafonable  to  do  as  I  defired.  I  craved 
leave  of  him  to  mention  one  thing  more,  which  in: 
juftice  to  my  family,  efpecially  to  my  wife,  I 
ought  to  do,  that  I  ihould  be  more  than  undone 
by  the  great  and  neceflaty  charge  of  coming  into 
this  place,  and  muft  therefore  be  an  humble  pe- 
titioner to  his  Majefty,  that  if  it  Ihould  pleafe 
God  to  take  me  out  of  the  world,  that  I  muft 
unavoidably  leave  my  wife  a  beggar,  he  would 
not  fuffer  her  to  be  fo ;  and  that  he  would  gra- 
cioufly  be  pleafed  to  confider,  that  the  widow  of 
an  Archbilhop  of  Canterbury  (which  would  now 
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t69#.*  be  an  odd  figure  in  England  *)  could  not  dec^tly 
be  fupported  by  fo  little  as  would  have  contented 
her  very  well,  if  I  had  died  a  Dean.  To  this  he 
gave  a  very  gracious  anfwer — I  promife  you  to 
uke  care  of  her  t. 

Juft  as  I  had  Hniflied  the  laft  fentence^  another 
very  kind  letter  from  your  Ladyfhip  was  brought 
to  me,  wherein  I  find  your  tender  concern  for 
me,  which  I  can  never  fufficiently  acknowledge. 
But  you  fay,  the  dye  is  now  caft,  and  I  muft  now 
make  the  bed  I  can  of  what  1  lately  thought  was 
the  word  that  could  have  happened  to  me.  I 
thank  God  I  am  more  chearful  than  I  expeQed, 
and  comfort  myfelf  as  I  can  with  this  hope,  that 
the  providence  of  God,  to  which  I  have  fuhnut-w 
ted  my  own  will  in  this  matter,  will  gracioufly  af« 
fift  me  to  difcharge,  in  fome  meafure,  the  duty  he 
hath  called  me  to. 

I  did  not  acquaint  my  good  friend,  who  wrote 

to  you,  with  all  that  had  pafied,  becaufe  it  wa^ 

intended  to  be  a  fecret,  which  I  am  fure  is  lafe  in 

^  your  hands.     I  only  told  him,  that  his  Majefiy 

did  not  intend,  as  yet,  to  difpofe  of  this  place ; 

♦  Only  two  who  had  filled  the  fee  of  Cantcrburyi  had 
been  married  ;  Cranmer  and  Parker. 

+  King  William  granted  Tillotfon's  widow  an  annuity 
of  600I.  and  forgave  the  firit  fruits  ;  for  the  Archbifhop  left 
nothing  to  his  family  but  the  copy  of  his:  po(lhum6as  icr«* 
mons,  which  was  afterwards  foI4  for  :ii5Q0  guineas.  She 
died  20  Jan,  1701-^5.  ... 

but 
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W  when  he  did  it,  I  was  afraid  it  would  be  hard       ^^* 
for  me  to  efcape. 

The  King^  I  believe,  has  only  acquainted  the 
Queen  with  it,  who,  as  {he  came  out  of  the  clofet 
on  Sunday  laft,  commanded  ine  to  wait  upon  her 
after  dinner,  which  I  did ;  and  after  fhe  had  diC- 
courfed  about  other  bufinefs  (which  was  to  defire 
my  opinion  of  a  treatife  fent  her  in  manufcript  out 
of  Holland^  tending  to  the  reconciliation  of  our 
differences  in  England)  ihe  told  me,  that  the  King 
had  with  great  joy  acquainted  her  with  a  fecret 
concerning  me,  whereof  ihe  was  no  lefs  glad } 
ufing  many  gracious  expreflions,  and  confirming 
his  Majefty's  promifes  concerning  my  wife. 

But  I  am  fenfible  this  is  an  intolerable  letter^ 
cfpecially  concerning  one's  felf. 

I  had  almoft  forgot  to  mention  Mr.  Vaughan*s* 
bufinefs.  As  Toon  as  he  brought  your  Ladyfhip's 
letter  hither  to  me,  I  wrote  inmiediately  to  White* 
hall,  and  got  the  bufinefs  flopt. 

-  The  Bifliop  of  St.  David's  t  had  written  up  tor 
(bme  minifler  of  a  great  town,  but  a  fmall  living 
in  that  diocefe,  that  it  might  be  beflowed  on  him 
for  his  pains  in  that  great  town.  The  pretence  is 
fair^  but  if  the  binifler  is  no  better  a  man  thaq 

♦  Probably  a  relation  of  Lady  Ruflell,  whofe  firil  hut 
band  was  Lonl  Vaughan,  eldeft  fon  to  the  Earl  of  Carbery. 

+  Watlbn,  Bifhop  of  St.  David's,  was  deprived  for  fimo- 
ny,  1699,  by  Archbifliop  Tennifon.  He  took  the  oaths  to 
King  William^  yet  continued  attached  to  King  James* 

the 
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^'  the  Biihop,  I  am  Aire  be  is  not  worthy  of  iu  t 
have  been  twice  to  wait  on  my  Lord  Nottinghani 
about  it,  but  miffed  of  him.  When  I  have  en« 
quired  farther  into  it,  if  the  thing  be  fit  to  be 
done,  I  will  do  my  heft  for  Mr.  Vaughan.  And 
I  beg  of  your  Ladyfhip  to  make  no  difficulty  of 
-  commanding  my  poor  fervice  upon  any  occafion^ 
for  I  am  always  truly  glad  of  the  opportunity. 

I  cannot  forbear  to  repeat  my  humble  thanks 
for  your  great  concernment  for  me  in  this  af-« 
fiur* 

That  God  would  multiply  his  heft  bleffing^ 
upon  your  LadyOiip  and  your  children^  and  make 
them  great  blefitngs  and  comforts  to  you,  h  the 
daily  prayer  of, 

Mabam, 

Your  moft  obliged  humble  fervant^ 

J-T- 

*  Archbifliop  Sancroft  t^as  deprived  Feb.  ift,  1690- !• 
TiUotfon  nominated  in  council  to  the  Archbifliopric,  1691, 
and  confecrated  31(1  May.  He  died  Nov«  2^9  1694,.^-i 
King  William  declared  that  he  was  the  beft  man  whom 
he  ever  knew,  and  the  bcft  friend  whom  he  ever  had.  The 
Queen  for  m^ny  days  fpoke  of  him  in  the  tendered  manner, 
8od  not  without  tears.  JBurmi. 
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Madam, 

HAVE  now  before  me  your's  of  the  12th,  and 
can  reiki  it  with  the  fame  eagetneft  as  when  it 
came  firft  to  me>  and  fo  muft  any  body  that  yoa 
ihew  fo  much  favour  to^  as  to  entertain  them  in 
the  like  manner.  Every  one  is  an  in();ru6iion  for 
a  whole  life,  and  a  nourifiiment  for  many  days  1 
and  indeed  I  had  yet^  I  think,  fed  on  it  longer^ 
without  exciting  you  to  new  trouble,  the  ratbeif 
bccaufe  my  fervant  font  me  word  you  had  been 
niore  thao  ordinary  indifpofed,  bat  blefled  bo 
God,  he  fays,  you  are  not  fo  now.  And  therefore 
I  fubmit,  in  order  to  the  defign  I  have  to  fervo 
a  y^  good  Lady  all  I  can,  to  trouble  your  La^ 
dylhip,  and  to  confult  you  if  you  pleafe  in  the 
ffiatter.  And  I  think  you  are  never  difpleafed 
on  fi^ch  Qccafions,  more  efpecially  if  you  caa 
have  opportunity  to  be  inftrumental  in  effefUng. 
what  does  good  to  any^    Now  to  my  buQnefs ; 

^  Wife  of  Robert  Jones,  Earl  of  Ranclagh,  a  man  of 
great  parts  and  as  great  vic^s.  He  had  the  art  of  pleafing; 
mailers  of  very  diiftrent  tempers  and  interefh,  fo  much  that 
he  continued  above  thirty  years  in  great  pofts,  and  was 
looked  ujffoa  as  oqe  (tf  die  aUeft  nen  (retaod  lud  hied. 


A.D4 


SfA  LADY    RUSSELL'S 

ti2^        ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^*  ^^^^^^°  ^^  ^^  ^  ^y^^s 

condition ;  his  place  in  the  Prize-office  is  wort)^ 
about  400I.  a  year ;  'tis  tho%  as  I  apprehend,  fq 
pnly  during  a  war,  and  fo  the  lc&  valuable;  how* 
ever.  Lady  Ann  Wingate  would  be  contented  if 
jt  could  be  obtained  for  Sir  Francis.  I  believe 
Lady  Anglefey  is  the  tenderer  in  the  point,  by 
iraCbn  Mrs.  Midd^eton  is  fo  intimate  a  friend* 
And  truly  tho*  I  am  not  fo,  I  would  not  do  ib 
unworthy  a  thing  as  to  fpiicit  to  her  prejudice. 
But  how  'tis  fo,  if  one  defires  to  fee  a  reverfion  be 
not  granted  to  fome  other' than  our  friend,  I  do 
not  underftand ;  yet  would  certainly  ceafe  if*  I 
did.  Your  Ladylhip  will  better  know  that  than 
I  do.  Bat  if  i(  does  her  no  wrong,  I  dare  fay 
you  would  Bioil  willingly  gratify  your  friend 
Lady  Anglefey  and  her  daughter,  in  doing  what 
can  be  for  them ;  and  as  fuch  I  addrefs  myfelf  to 
your  Ladyfliip,  from  whom  I  can  afk  no  more 
than  when  you  fee  Lord  Devonihire  to  mention 
the  thing  to  him|  and  your  wi  flies  in  it ;  and  if 
you  think  fit,  as  k  thing  you  know  I  offered  to 
him,  from  my  Lord  Bedford,  and  my  own  ac- 
count; tho*  I  know  there  will  not  w^nt  that  to 
enforce,  when  he  knows  your  will  in  it,  I  know 
fo  well  his  refpe6l  to  your  Ladyfhip.  However, 
Lord  Bedford  and  my felf  would  fhow  our  readi- 
nefs  to  ferve  my  Lady  Anne  and  Sir  Francis,  and 
the  more  friends  joyn  will  not  recommen4  it  lefs 

to 
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Itb  vay  Lord  DevonOiii^  if  he  can  do  any  thing       ^^ 
taiu 

I  have  writ  to  him  Lord  Bedford's  thoughts  of 
Sir  Francis ;  which  alre»  that  he  is  an  underftand- 
ing»  honeft  gentleman  t  and  has  almoft  exceeded 
any  in  this  country  in  his  eeal  and  aAivenefs  to* 
wards  the  prefcnt  government. 


LETTtR    CXIV. 

Lady  Russell  to  Lord  DfivoNSHiai. 

My  LoKb^ 
ECAUSE  I  think  all  apologies  are  trouble- 


B 


Tome^  I  will  not  make  any  for  fending  you  this 
)pape'r^  which  comes  to  your  Lordlhip  with  a  joynt 
irefi[ueft  ftx>m  my  Lerd  Bedford  and  myfelf^  if  you 
can  befriend  us  in  it.  I  know  your  Lordlhip 
jneeds  not  be  prefs'd$  your  own  nature  moves 
you  to  oblige  petitioners,  as  many  as  you  can. 
The  bufinefs  is  this :  we  hear  that  Mr.  Middleton 
b  very  near  dyings  he  has  a. place  in  the  Prize«> 
^office;  'tis  worth  about  40ol.  a  year.  Sir  Fran- 
cis WingatCy  a  gentleman  in  this  country,  that 
fiiarried  a  daughter  of  Lady  Anglefey,  would  fain 
Xiicceed  him :  my  Lord  Bedford  would  moft  wil- 
lingly P^y  bim  if  he  could.  The  charader  he 
|;ives  him,  is,  that  he  is  an  honeft  underftanding 
^entlemaa^  and  has  &cw'd  all  the  zeal,  and  good 

affe6UoR 
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^^  afl^eftion  to  the  prefent  govemment  that  is  p6fi« 
ble  for  any  man  to  do  wid^  an  affivedelii  irre* 
|>rovable. 

My  Lady  ftanelagh  wilU  I  gueft^  let  you  fee  fht 
is  engaged  in  this  matter^  which  I  will  fay  no  mor* 
in ;  but  if  it  is  in  yodr  Lordfibip^s  way  to  do  him 
the  couitefey  I  fliall  be  glad.  If  it  is  not,  I  fhaU 
be  ferry  for  this  trouble  I  have  been  engaged  to 
give  your  Lordfhip^  whofe  humble  fervant  I  am^ 
for  my  whole  life, 

K.  RUSSELU 


tfittBR    CXV* 
Lady  Russxll  to  Madam  RouvxdNt* 


Di 


'lEU  nous  a  frapp^^  ma  chere  Madame,  d'uil 
Coup  qui  nous  paroit  fort  rude;  mais  Dieii  ne 
penfe  pas  comme  I'bomme  penfe,  et  il  faut  croird 
qu'il  ne  prentpas  plaifir  a  tourmenier  fes  pauvres 
creatures.  Mais  que  fongions  nous,  que  DieU 
faldt  fe  detourner  de  fon  chfemin  en  fes  provi* 
dences  pour  notre  contentment.  Non  afltirement^ 
il  &ut  nous  fupporter  le  mieux  que  nous  puiffiohs 
fur  toutes  fortes  d'evcnements,  et  vivre  en  efp^j- 
rance  qu*un  jour  nous  verrons  plus  clairementla 
raifon  de  tous  fes  noirs  difpenfations  qui  nous  au 
taquent,  et  qui  nous  touchent  fi  vivement. 
Madame,  je  ne  combats  pas  vdtre  vive  douleilr, 

vans 
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jMtts  le  devoyez^  i  un  Sh,  et  i  im  faomme  fi  brave      ^^ 
•t  fi  aime  ote  du  monde  K 

II  a  auffi  toutes  fortes  de  confolations  qu*on 
]^eut  poffiUe  attendre^  en  la  maniere  de  fa  mort  t 
en  tQUtea  {t$  d^mieres  a^ons^  mon  atne  me  fait 
fort  efperer  qu'il  ful  accept6^  et  que  Ion  ame  fe 
repofe  en  les  bra$  de  cet  fauveiir  en  qui  il  fe  re^ 
pofoit  avec  tant  de  foy.  Dieu  veut  Madame,  quo 
vous  et  moy  faifona  nos  devoirs  en  telle  fortor 
que  les  accidents  qui  nous  peuvent  arriver  ne  nous 
detournent  pas  de  fentiers  de  Dieu ;  mais  au  con^ 
traire  noiis  aydent  k  pafler  doucement  les  peu  dd 
jours  qui  nous  reftent  devant  que  nous  entrons 
dans  ces  delices  eternelles  qu*il  nous  prepare* 
Jufqu'  I  cehureux  moment, 

Je  fuis»  &C4 
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Laby  Russ«i,l  to  Da.  Fitzwilliauv 

X  HERE  is  fo  much  in  thofe  little  fheets  you 
fept  n^e  to  thank  you  for,  that  finding  myfelf  very 
ill  fitted  to  do  it,  I  was  tempted  to  let  it  quite 
alone^  till  I  made  ibift  to  confidpr,  that  for  the  moil 

♦  Monf.  Rouvigny,  (elder  brother  of  the  late  Eart  of 
Galway.)  a  gallant  officer,  flain  fighting  under  King  WiU 
liamat  the  battle  of  the  Boyne,  July  ift,  1690. 

pan 
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A.  D. 

1690. 


part  our  temptations  incline  us  to  the  word  thingf^ 
aind  to  the  mod  forbidden  tempers.  This  itiaket 
me  rife  from  that  liftlefsnefs  I  continually  drop 
into»  till  I  have  at  leaft  told  you  how  fenfible  I 
ani  of  your  kindnefs  on  all  occafions  {  and  I  am 
fenfible  too  how  ftrong  and  pious  all  your  ofFeri 
of  comfort  to  a  difquieted  mind  are,  and  I  hope 
that  by  often  perufing  them  they  will  fo  affeft  me^ 
that  the  effefi  fhall  corrrefpond  to  your  Chriftian 
viihes  and  prayers  for  me,  and  I  fliall  obtain  a 
better  freedom  of  mind  than  I  am  miftrefs  of  at 
prefent,  fince  you  conje8ure  very  truly,  every 
new  ftroke  to  a  weary,  battered  carcafs  makes  me 
ftruggle  the  harder ;  and  tho'  I  loft  with  my  beft 
friend  all  the  delights  of  living,  yet  I  find  I  did 
not  a  quick  fenfe  of  new  grief,  for  want  of  due 
confidering  that  whatever  below  God  is  the  objed 
of  our  love,  will  at  fome  time  or  other  be  the  mat- 
ter of  our  forrow.  Thefe  two,  my  fitter*  and  a 
dear  fitter's  font,  began  their  courfe  after  me, 
but  have  ended  it  fooner.  I  would  have  had  it 
otherwife,  but  I  was  vain  and  foolifli  in  it:  God 
knows  where  'tis  bett  to  place  his  creatures.  Your 
prayers  are  indeed  of  more  ufe  than  your  fears, 
for  my  health  is  good,  but  I  love  greatly  the 
prayers  of  my  friends,  that  I  may  be  refigned  io 
the  cafe  of  my  children,  for  this  tryal  has  fo  cx- 

♦  EHzabeih  Countefs  of  Montague, 
t  Wriothcflcy  Baptift,  Earl  of  Gainfborough,  died  Scp» 
tcmbcr  1690. 

perienced 
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perienced  to  me  my  fad  weaknefs,  thai  I  doubt       ^^^; 
myfelf^  and  huqibly  begianlercy  but  not  in  judg« 
ment  thfat  I  may  ^e  fpared  that  tryal  \ 


LETTER    CXVIL 

T.AbV  Russell  to  (fuppofed)  the  Bishof  Of 
Salisbury. 

1  HAVE,  my  Lord,  fo  upright  m  heart  to  my 
friends,  that  tbo'  your  great  weight  of  bulinelji 
had  forced  you  to  a  filence  of  this  kind,  y^t  I 
Aould  have  had  no  doubt,  but  that  one  I  fo  dif.- 
-tinguiflied  in  that  litde  number  God  has  yet  left 
me,  does  joyn  with  me  to  lament  my  late  lofles. 
.The  one  was  a  juft,  fincere  man,  and  the  only  fon 
of  a  lifter  and  a  friend  I  loved  with  too  much  paf- 
iion ;  the  other  my  laft  fitter,  and  I  ever  lov'd 
iier  tenderly. 

It  pleafes  me  to  think  that  (be  dcferves  to  be 
remembered  by  all  thofe  that  knew  her.  But 
after  above  40  years  acquaintance  with  fo  amia- 
ble a  creature,  one  muft  needs,  in  refle3ing,  bring 
to  remembrance  fo  many  engaging  endearments 
as  are  yet  at  prefent  imbittering  and  painfull ;  and 
indeed  we  may  be  fure,  that  when  any  thing  be- 
iow  God  is  the  objeft  of  our  love,  at  one  time  or 
another  it  will  be  a  matter  of  our  forrow.     But  a 

*  Conclufion  wanting. 

LI  Tittle 
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^      little  tirtie  wtll^t  mc  again  into  my  fettled  ftatC 
of  mourning ;  for  a  tiionmer  I  mtift  be  all  mf 
days  upon  earthy  ahd  thete  is  fio  need  I  fliouM 
b^  other    My  glaft  fttns  low  i  the  world  does  not 
want  mei  nor  1  want  that ;  my  bufinefs  is  at  homC| 
and  within  a  Harrow  tompafs^     1  mud  not  deny^ 
as  diere  was  fomethlng  fo  gtorloti^  in  the  objed 
of  my  biggeft  forrow^  I  believe  that  in  fome  mea^ 
fare«  kept  me  from  being  then  overwhelmed.  So 
now  it  affords  me^  together  with  the  remembrance 
how  many  eaiy  yeati$  we  livicd'togetheri  dioughu 
that  are  jdyenough  for  tone^  who  looks  no  higher 
than  a  quiet  (hbmiflioh  to 'her  lot»  and  ftich  plea^ 
Tut^s  in^ueating  the  yotmgfblks  as  futmounts  the 
cares  that  it  ^11  afford.    If  I  fhall  be  fpared  the 
ttyali  where  1  have  tnoft  thought  t>f  heing  pre* 
^ared  to  beat  the  paiui  I  hope  I  fliaU  be  thanks 
TuU,  and  I  think  1  atk  it  fahhfldly.  that  it  may  be 
In  mercy  not  in  judgment.    Let  me  rather  be 
tortured  herci  than  they  or  I  be  rejefied  in  that 
other  bleffed  peac^efull  home  to  all  ages»  to  which 
niy  foul  afpires.     ^ete   is  fomething  in  thb  , 

younger  going  before  mc,  that  I  hare  obferved  i 

all  my  life  to  give  a  fenfe  1  can*t  defcribe ;  it  is  I 

harder  td  be  borne  than  a  bigger  lofs,  where  ihtHi 
has  been  fpun  out  a  longer  thread  of  life.  Yet  I 
fee  no  caufe  for  it^  for  every  day  we  fee  the 
young  fall  with  the  old ;  but  methihks  'tis  a  vio* 
Icnce  upon  nature. 

A   troubled  mind  has   a  multitude  of  thefe 

dioughts. 
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tiiou^s.  Yet  I  hope  I  mafteraH  oiuniiuringt  1  ^j^ 
W  I  have  had  any  I  am  fony,  and  will  have  no 
iftiore^  adifted  hy  God'e  grace  1  and  reft  fiiiiafied 
that  whaievtr  I  thinks  I  fhall  one  day  be  entirely 
Tatisfied  what  God  has  done  and  (hall  do^  will  ht 
bcft,  and  juftify  both  his  juftice  and  mercy.  I 
meant  this  as  a  very  ftort  epiftle ;  but  you  have 
been  fome  years  acquainted  with  my  infirmity, 
and  have  endured  it,  tho*  you  never  had  wafte 
time,  I  beKeve,  in  your  life ;  and  better  times  do 
not,  I  hope,  make  your  patience  Jels.  Howevef 
U  will  become  me  to  put  an  end  to  this,  whi<:h  I 
will  do,  fighing  myfelf  cordially 

16  OS.  1690.  Vour,  Sec. 


LETTER    CXVIII. 
^Ladv  Rvssell  to  Lojtn  Cavsnoiih. 

HO'  I  know  my  letters  do  Lord  Cs^vendifh 

no  fervice,  yet  as  a  refped  I  love  to  pay  him, 

and  to  thank  him  alfo  for  his  laft  from  Limbeck, 

I  had  not  been  b  long  filent,  if  the  death  of  two 

perfons,  both  very  near  aind  dear  to  me,  had  not 

made  me  fo  uncomfor^ble  to  royf^lf,  that  I  knew 

I  was  utterly  unfit  to  converfe  where  I  woul|l 

,iiever  be  ii\  amipany.    The  fiqparation  of  friends 

;u  ^rinroas.  My  fitter  Montagus  was  one  I  lovad 

tttideriy ;  my  Lord  Gaioibo wugh  was  the  only 

LI  a  &n 
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fj^  fon  of  a  fitter  I  loved  with  too  much  paflionj 
They  both  deferved  to  be  remembered  kindly  by 
all  that  knew  them.  They  both  began  their  race 
long  after  me^  and  I  hop*d  (hould  have  ended  it 
fo  too :  but  the  great  and  wife  Difpofer  of  all 
things,  and  who  knows  where  'tis  beft  to  place 
his  creatures,  either  in  this,  or  in  the  other  world, 
has  ordered  it  otherwife.  The  belt  improvement 
we  can  make  in  thefe  cafes,  and  you,  my  dear 
Lord,  rather  than  I,  whofe  glafs  runs  low,  whilft 
you  are  young,  and  I  hope  have  many  happy 
years  to  come,  is,  I  fay,  that  we  fliould  all  refleft 
there  is  no  palling  thro'  this  to  a  better  world, 
without  fome  crofles;  and  the  fcene  fomethnes 
fhifts  fo  faft,  our  courfe  of  life  may  be  ended, 
before  we  think  we  have  gone  halfway  ;  and  that 
an  happy  eternity  depends  on  our  fpending  well 
or  ill  that  time  allotted  us  here  for  probation. 

Live  virtuoufly,  my  Lord,  and  you  can't  dye 
too.foon,  nor  liveioo  long.  I  hope  the  laft  ihall 
be  your  lot,  with  many  bleflings  attending  \U 

29  OSiober,  16^6.  Your»  Scc^ 


LETTER    CXIX* 

Laoy  Russell  to  Dr.  FixzwiLLiAtf. 

•  Jl  HO'  your  letter  to  me,  which  I  now  anfwer, 
was  writ  from  Windfor  25  January,  yet  was  not 
read  by  me  till  very  lately ;  for  it  happening  to 

•ome 
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pome  in  a  time  I  was  lender  fome  more  than  or*-       ^^ 
dinary  difcompofure  of  mind^  it  was  not  given  into 
my  hand,  at  leaft  I  knew  it  not,  but  laid  it  (or  as 
I  believe  my  fervants  laid  it  for  me)  in  a  place  I 
ufe  to  put  things  out  of  my  pocket  int0|»  and  hap^ 
pen'd  not  to  regard  it  in  feveral  days,  or  I  would 
have  faid  fomething  up^n  it  a  little  fooner,  being 
through  God's  goodnefs  in  a  great  meafure  re« 
ieved  from  my.  fear  for  my  poor  boy,  who  on 
Tuefday  was  fe'nnight  had  fo  violent  a  cougb,  that 
in  a  day  after,  it  gave  fufpicions  of  fome  other  ill 
attending  it*     Meafles  I  thought  moft  likely ;  and 
Ijpou  did  appear  on  Thurfday,  and  fo  high,  with 
fuch  an  afpe3,  that  the  dodor  thought  it  the  fmalU 
pox.    On  Friday  he  was  fo  fick  and  fo  ill,  I  fenf 
for  more  dgftors,  and  three  of  them  fear'd  it  the 
fmalUpox,  and  if  fo,  of  the  word  that  could  be, 
but  they  faid  till  Sunday  they  could  not  be  pofi* 
live.     It  pleafed  God  they  faw  enough  on  Satur« 
day  night  to  eafe  my  heart  fo  much  as  to  afliire 
me  it  was  the  meafles.     He  has  gone  on  very  well 
(ince,  and  is  now  paft  the  meafles  themfelves, 
and  I  hope  will  in  a  little  time  be  fo  of  the  ill 
confequences  which  often  follow  that  difeafe ;  his 
cough  is  ftill  remaining,  and  will  now,  I  believe^, 
till  he  purges  or  bleeds.     I  truft  that  as  I  have 
had  grace  to  aCk  it,  fo  his  life  is  granted  me  in 
mercy  and  not  in  judgment. 

As  to  your  affairs,  they  ftand  as  they  did  for 

many  reafons ;  I  went  that  very  Tuefday  my  child 

LI  3  fell 
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^  ^'  fell  iU^  A>  faflwe  fieai  the  Quqm^  ie  wikc  a  dfy 
or  tvno after  lo have  fecat  the  PriDCcfe;  but  it fci 
fidl  out;*  I  Sxw  wtvkier,  avd  ciuft  noi  ibr  a  whik  s 
neHher  have  I  feen  the  Dean  *  fince  jron  went  the 
krfk  tiilief  ke  had  a  feyereoold  upen  Uai^  atad  fail 
he*d  go  into  the  country  for  air.  Your  inforiua- 
tion  (onccrning  the  Dieati,  I  helkve  in  pan  to  be 
tnfe,  bat  not  in  the  wfade ;  as  thus :  I  believe  (he 
Dean  thinks  ^tis  fie  Mt.  Hartlih  OxwAd  he  con(i^ 
dcred;  but  never  pitched  on  this,  or  that,  oibly 
that  hie  IhottM  have  fometlung»  hut  did  not  r&l 
Commend  hiin  to  this;  and  I  eoriclude  ft>  far  fromr 
this  reafon,  that  when  Dodor  Sharp  ^oke  to  the 
Lord  NiottiD^m>  to  defire  fio  much  im$  to  kne^ 
ithatber  he  had  Q^oke  to  the  King  in  fticb  aii 
one's  behalf  or  not,  that  be  might  fecommeiKi 
£bch  ak  one  (Jekyl  by  name)  or  vrhetber  he  wouhl 
tlunk  fit  ro  do  it  at  atf?  His  anfwer  was^  it  vp^ 
out  oF  hia  hand  i  it  lay  between  the  King  and  thb 
Dean^  for  HaitKb  had  been  recoflomenrded,  and 
the  Dean  of  St.  Paurs  had  put  in  a  caveat. 

Now  if  the  Dean  bad  recominended  the  man, 
he  might  then  at  the  fame  time  have  obtained  the 
coAditioo,  and  not  put  in  a  caveat.  So  I  do  not 
go  upon  what  tfaie  Dean  {ays,  bat  what  I  gather 
^erwhere  j  tho*  I  faithfully  believe  any  thing 
he  fays  to  be  true.  As  to  Mr.  jekyl,  he  fpeaktf 
as  well  of  him  as  you  can  do  your&lf ;  but  wbe« 

,  •  Of  St.  Paul's,  Dr.  Tillotfon. 
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llitr  U  i#til  tebouir  t^put  l^x  Mr.  H^ftltlh  that  he  ^ 
iMy  1k}  «M9n9W9ii4ed^  I  ew'%  tett;  ^0n  I  Ibe  hmi 
1  will  dp  9tt  I  fan,  to  C»rve  y<wb  if  tt  goeahk  vii)^« 
}  dare  Im  CPvAd^nt  hr  will  ijA^  a,  4m  mtc  yoin 
ik^l  not  \m  pii(  upon  My  tkif^  tliaK  will  fa»  ai 
pontradi€liQn  to  your  circumftaiwrt. 

As  tq  ih^  Prebn4»f  yi  I  kii09^  not  what  to  fay 
to  it.  If  you  are  not  obligpd  to  fwear»  why 
(hould  you  not  modeftly  reprefent  the  matter 
^rhere  'twill  be  undefftood  P  tho'  I  would  advife 
you  to  be  c^utious^  and  make  fure  of  fomething 
^rft»  if  that  can  be.  .    . 

I  am  foriy  you  jar  fq  with  ^,  prelatr^  that  I  an| 
ftire  ynts  tender  towards  you>  in  the  beginnti|g  of 
this  goverfiment^  and  you  believed  it^  aiid  there 
yas  good  reabn  to  ^q  fo ;  but  it  feems  he  did 
fomething  afterwards  contrary  to  the  firft  begia^^ 
pings  which  I  ^  alfq  forry  fbr^  spd  wifli  yoa 
wonkl  foAen  (for  yotir  qwn  fal^e)  as  much  as  yoii 
c«^.  You  muft  needs  tht^k,  £)pdqr^  that  the 
provocation  t^c  Bifl^qp  of  Ely  has  given^  does 
you  no  fe^pyice,  cvejy  one  knowing  your  inti- 
inacy  the|:e ;  yet  a^  there  is  no  reafon  you  Ihould^ 
fo  I  siflurc  (pyfelf  yofi  wiU  not  fuffer  from  it.  But^^ 
pn  the  qthef:  hand^  you  (hould  be  a  Httle  more 
wary:  one  fl^ould  be  wife,  (ho*  hs^^e^  as  doves. 
You  may  remember  Lord  Carmarthen  (aid  you 
was  too  late ;  which  looks  as  if  he  knenif  the  bi|« 
(inefs;  and  yet  the  Dean  s^nd  he  are  fiot  greai, 
that  is,  I  qiean  t^e  Dean  is  not  hi«  creature, 
LI  4  though 
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^- ^-  though  he  may)  And  has.  I  believe,  a  refpeft  fat 
him;  biit  his  affairs  lye  in  another  way  than  to 
call  him-  to  be  often  where  he  is.  If  you  (aw  how 
many  walks*  I  fetch  to  my  boy  in  a  day,  you 
would  think  I  have  done  a  great  work  to  fcrib« 
ble  all  this,  from 

Your  friend  and  fervant, 

5  February,  t6^-t.       '  R*  RUSSELL. 


LETTER     CXX. 

AltCHBISHOP   T1I4LOTSOK    TO  LaOX  RUS$SLL, 

Hoi^ouRED  Madam, 

7«^'f  23, 1691  ♦• 

1  RECEIVED  your  Lady(hip*s  letter,  together 
>rith  that  to  Mr.  Fox,  which  I  (hall  return  to  him 
on  Wednefday  morning,  when  I  have  defiredMr* 
Kemp  to  fend  him  to  me. 

I  entreat  you  to  give  my  very  humble  fervicc 
to  my  Lord  of  Bedford,-  and  to  let  his  Lordlhip 
know  how  far  I  have  been  concerned  in  this  af^ 
fair.  I  had  notice  firfl;  from  Mr,  Attorney-Ge^ 
neral  and  Mr.  Solicitor,  and  then  from  my  Lord 
,  that  feveral  perfons,  upon  the  account  of 
publilhing  and  difperfmg  feveral  libels  againft  me, 
were  fecured  in  order  to  profecutioA.      Upon 

*  From  his  draught  in  ihort-hand. 

which 
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vhicK  I  went  to  wait  upon  them  fcverally,  and  f^ 
earneftly  defired  of  them,  that  no  body  might  be 
puniflied  upon  my  account.  That  this  was  not 
the  firft  time  I  had  experience  of  this  kind  of 
malice,  which,  how  unpleafant  foever'to  me,  I 
thought  it  the  wifeft  way  to  negled:,  and  the  i>eft 
to  forgive  it*.  None  of  them  faid  any  thing  to 
me  of  my  Lord  RufleU,  nor  did  it  ever  come  into 
my  thought  to  hinder  any  profecution  upon  hi^ 
account,  whofe  reputation,  I  can  truly  fay,  is 
much  dearer  to  me  than  mine  own ;  and  I  was 
much  more  troubled  at  the  barbarous  ufage  done 
to  his  memory,  and  efpecially,  fince  they  have 
aggravated  it  by  difperfing  more  copies ;  and,  aa 
I  find  by  the  letter  to  Mr.  Fox,  are  fupported  in 
their  infolence  by  a  ftrdng  combination,  I  cannot 
but  think  it  very  fit  for  my  Lord  Bedford  to 
bring  them  to  condign  punifliment. 
'  Twice  laft  week  I  had  my  pen  in  my  hand  to 
have  i^rovokr'd  you  to  a  letter ;  and  that  I  might 
pnce  in  niy  life  have  been  before«*hand  with  you 
in  this  way  of  kin^nefs.  I  was  both  times  hin^ 
dered  by  the  breaking  in  of  company  upon  me^^ 
The  errand  of  it.woiildh^^ve  been  to  have  told 
you  that,  whether  it  \?e  from  ftupkiity,  or  from 
a  prefent  adonifhment  at  the  danger  of  my  coiw 

*  Upon  a  bundle  of  Hbds  found  ampng  his  papers  after 
his  death,  he  put  no  other  infcription  than  this  i — ''  Thefe 
are  libels ;   I  pray  God  forgive  the  authors }  I  do«" 

ditio^ 
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^'  ^6on,  or  fram  kmm  other  c«iife»  I  Smd^  Uin  | 
bear  tbe  b«irden  I  drodod  fo  nucbj  a  good  dc^ 
Veiier  than  I  cfKitd  birre  hoped.  David's  ac^^ 
|iioi|»kdgBiiem  to  Qod  nun  io  my  laiftdt  ^*  Who 
Sin  I»  O  Lord  Go4f  or  what  is  my  houfe^tiMl 
thoii  haft  brought  mt  hitbttio  ?  and  faaftrq^^rded 
veaccordtfiglo  thedlaie  oCaman  of  higbde« 
grec^  O  Lofd  God^!'*  I  hope  that  die  &nr 
providence  of  God^  which  hath  once  oTcr-nilcd 
ve  ia  tbb  things  wiU  fome  wagf  or  odicf' turn  it  to 
good. 

The  Quceik's  exuroordinvy  itraar  to  me,  to  a 
degree  much  beyond  my  eitpoQaiion^  »  no  IbaH 
iuppoft  to  lae  %  and  I  flatter  myfdf  with  hopes, 
dttt  my  ficknds  WB  con^oc  their  kindiiefs  to 
me;  efpecidy  that  the  heft  friend  I  ever  bad, 
wfU  not  be  tbt  k£s  fa  ta  me  bow  that  I  need 
friends  moft. 

I  pray  to  God  eontinuafiy  to  pieferre  3^u  and 
yoiur's^  and  pavticqlarly  at  this  time,  to  give  my 
Lady  Cavendifli  a  happy  meetii^  with  her  Lord, 
and  to  grant  them  both  a  kmg  and  happy  life  to- 
gether* 

I  am,  Nfadam, 

Your  moft  faathfal  uid  humUe  fervant, 

JO.  CANT, 
•  I  Chron.xtrii.  16, 17, 


LET- 
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J..  Russell  to  (fappofcd)  kjkcm.  Tillotsom. 

IN  ^fanu  and!  diArefias  of  aU  kiiMb  6|M  natnt&U]^ 
^ies  to  a  furs  ftitvA^  if  om  is  h\tfM  yiVik  amy 
iiicb.  Tbb  tt  tha  reafoR  of  the  pr^fbnt  addrefii 
lo  you«  which  i^^  b«r4ien*d  with  thi»  refifiieft^  if 
you  think  it  fit,  M>  give  the  inclofed  toitbe  Queenu 
My  letter  \%  a  petkk>*  to  her  Majefty,  lobeftmr 
upoB  a  gentteffiiafir  a  place,  thpt  is  now  fklkffi  l^ 
the  deaA  of  Mr.  Hubert  s  *tifr  Audker  of  Wales, 
Value  about  400!.  a  year.  He  i<»  if  1  ddm  ex« 
irpmely  miftake,  fii  fbr  it,  and  .worthy  of  it ;  he 
is  knight  of  the  Shire  for  CarmarthefiAiire :  it 
would  pleafe  me  on  feveral  accounts,  if  I  obtain 
it.  Now  every  thing  is  fo  foon  chopt  upon  and 
gone,  that  a  flow  way  would  defeat  me,  if  nothing 
elfe  does ;  and  that  I  fear  from  Lord  Devonihire 
if  he  was  in  town;  befides^  I  fkoiild  not  fo  di£- 
tin6Uy  know  the  Queen's  anfwer,  and  my  fuccefs, 
as  I  fhaU  I  know  do  by  your  nfteans^  if  yo«  have 
no  fcruple  to  deliver  my  letter ;  if  you  have,  pray 
ufe  me  as  I  do  you,  and  in  the  integrity  of  your 
iieart  tell  me  fe.  I  could  (end  it  to  Laify  Darbyr  i 
^b  only  the  certainty  of  fome  anfwer  makes  me 
pitch  as  I  dow  Nay,  perhaps  it  were  more  proper 
•o  fend  it  ta  the  Queen*:!  Secretary;  batla&noi 

verfed 
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V^*  verfcd  in  the  court  ways^  'tis  fo  lately  fince  I  have 
Ipved  them.  Therefore  be  free»  and  do  as  you 
think  moft  fit. 

I  intend  not  to  detain  you  long ;  but  the  many 
public  and  fignal  mercies  ve  have  of  late  received 
are  fo  reviving,  notwithftanding  the  black  and 
difinal  fcenes  which  are  conftantly  before  me» 
and  particularly  on  thefe  fad  months,  I  muft 
feel  the  compafiions  of  a  wife  and  good  Godj  to 
thefe  late  finking  nations^  and  to  the  Proteftanl 
il)tereft  all  the  world  over,  and  all  good  people 
alfo.  I  raife  my  fpirit  all  I  can,  and  labour  to 
sejoiqe  in  the  prafped  of  more  happy  days,  for 
the  dme  to  come,  than  fome  ages  have  been  bleC- 
fed  with.  The  gdodnefs.of  thofe.inftruments  God 
has  call'd  forth*  to  wo^k  thi$  great  work  bv^ 
iwells  one's  hopes^       > 


LETTER    CXXIL 

Lady  Russell  to  Qu££N  Maky. 

May  it  please  your  Majestie, 

X  HUMBLY  beg  leave  to  addrefs«nyfelf  to  your 
Majeftie,  and  to  fay  this  truth,  that  it  is  a  very 
fenfible  trouble  to  me,  when  I  do  importune  your 
Majeftie;  yet  I  do  fometimes  fubmit,  becaufe  I 

would 
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Uronld  not  be  quite  ufelefs  to  fuch  as  hope  fof 
fbme  benefit  by  my  means^  and  I  defire  to  do 
%hat  good  I  can. 

I  know  your  Majeftie  feels  that  life  is  a  labour 
to  the  higfaeft ;  but.  Madam,  you  are  blefs'd  with 
a  portion  of  goodnefs  big  enough  to  be  content 
with  it,  in  order  to  ferve  thofe  ends  of  Providence 
which  are  certainly  wife  and  good,  though  dark 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth. 

I  do,  in  all  humility,  alk  pardon  for  my  requeft 
on  the  behalf  of  Mr.  Richard  Vaughan  ♦,  that  he 
may  fucceed  Colonel  Herbert  (lately  kill'd  in 
Ireland)  as  Auditor  of  Wales.  He  is  a  Lawyer, 
a  Welihman,  and  fo  well  efteemed  of  in  his  coun- 
try, that  he  ferves  as  Knight  of  the  Shire  for 
Carmarthenfiiire.  I  believe  him  every  way  fit 
for  the  office^  or  I  fliould  not  do  fo  much  £ot 
hiito,  fince  I  think  it  a  great  matter  to  difquiet 
your  Majeftie  in  this  kind,  and  could  with  more 
joy  pay  a  confiderable  duty  to  your  Majeftie, 
than  receive  a  profit  for  my  felf  or  friend ;  but  my 
meannefs  and  my  misfortunes  are  a  bar  to  all  fuch 
bopes. 

I  pray  God  ftill  to  direft  and  profper  your  Ma- 
jeftie, preferve  the  perfon  of  the  King,  and  blefs 
with  fuccefs  all  his  defigns,  and  fo  compleat  his 
bleifing  and  compaflions  to  all  good  people  all 

«  Rilatcd  to  Lady  Ruflcirs  firft  hufband. 

the 


iuD. 
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hopes 

Yoikr  Majedie's 

Moft  kiiti^lei  iBoft  dutiful). 

And  tnbft  kithfult  fubje^, 

i4  jfufy;  i6gu  R.  RuS^ElL 


1 


lEtTEk  cxxiii: 

QpE^K  MArV  to  Lady  RiiisfiLu 

AM  rorrjr  my  Lad^  Ruflbll  Ihowsme  tolkl 
kit,  c^  jiK%cs  fo  winong  of  tlie  kindneCi  I  batrfe  fdt 
htr,  to  think  flie  needs  mike  all  exciife  for  ^riti 
Ing  to  me:  I  ftiall  never  think  it  a  trouble  14 
iiear  frbm  ^oui  and  ftoiild  be  toeiy  glad  to  do  i^hkt 
fo\i  defiine ;  bih  ai  I  was  i^hcrfly  uiiacquaiitied 
^ith  the  ^lacb|  and  believe  there  is  no  ^ita^t  hat 
It)  the  filling  it,  io  I  Irft  all  who  fpoke  to  me  ai 
iiberty  to  write  for  themfeives ;  fo  that  'tis  iikdf 
the  Kitig  nw)r  haVe  difpofed  of  it  befiire  I  coukl 
let  him  know  your  defire.  If  it  comes  timt 
enough,  I  am  perfuaded  he  wil  be  as  wiUing  to 
pleafe  you  in  it  as  I  am  myfelH 

You  are  very  much  in  the  right  to  believe  I 
have  caufe  enough  to  think  this  life  not  fo  finea 
thing  as  it  may  be  others  do ;  that  I  lead  at  pre-* 
fent,  (befides  the  pain  I  am  almoft  continually  ia 
for  the  King)  it  is  fo  contrary  to  my  own  incli- 

natioi^ 
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Ittllbn,  thtt  it  mm  4>e  ndihMfteiify  norpte^lkftt ; 
%tit  I  Tee  one, is  not  ever  inli^re  for  one's  fetf.  I 
*have  Iraa  many  ytetm  <ff  «iire  and  GOilt«nt|  and  was 
'not  fo  fenftl^te  dT my  M^n  Irftjiplnefii  as  I  oughts 
till  I  loft  k ;  Hbttt  7  TDifft  be  tMt^nt  wUh  ^hftt  4t 
t^leafes^od;  and  tiiis  yeaf  hive  feafon  to  praift 
l^iin  hitfaeftolbr  fhe  ruccefles  in  Ir^iand^  tiie  MPm 
<of  ^hith  eame  To  t|tticlc  upon<ofie  anotlier,  that 
-tnadente  lear  we  had  fome  in  toexpea  from^olbcr 
'plactsi  hat  I  ttuft  in  Godthatisritl  not  be»  thovgh 
4t  loolts  as  if  we  mail  hope  for  littk  good  eitliof 
from  FlUders  or  Tea.  The  King.conttnttes,  Cod 
lie  praifi^d^  very  well  s  and  though  I  tiemble 
at  the  liioughts  of  it)  yet  I  can't  but  mUh  a  batde 
welf  over ;  and  for  that  at  fea^  I  wifli  it  as  faeanitf 
as  Mn  RuOell  faimfeif. 

I  have  heard  nothing  all  this  ^U\t  of  your  peik 
tition,  which  I  am  forty  for^  wiOiing  for  any  <tc^ 
cafion  to  Ihew  how  really  I  am,  and  alwaya  Ibatt 
1»e 

VoUr  very  afiedionate  friend^ 
WiitehdU^  July  30,  i6gu  MARIS  ll* 


LadyRusscllto  LABY(fufp^cd)ALtviGroH. 

L  MIGHT  have  told  you  before  you  left  us,  my 
dear  fitter,  that  I  took  the  opportunity  I  had  o. 
being  alone  with  your  father  at  the  lodge  on 

Thurfday 
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J^;  ThOrfdayi  when  you  went  Jo  the  Icadr,  to  fpeak 
to  him  in  that  coocj^m  you  committed  to  me;  but 
being  my  Aiccef^  h  not  exa£Uy  fuitable  to  your 
.  defires/I  would  not  venture  to  abate  of  your  good 
bumtmr  amongft  fo  many  of  your  friends  that  take 
fo  great  a  pleafiire  in  it.  And  to  tell  you  true^  I 
had  rather  write  than  fpcdk,  when  what  I  have  to 
fay  is  not  grateful^  neither  to  me  who  am  to  Qpeak» 
nor  to  them  I  am  to  fpeak  it  to.  But  thus  'tia : 
when  I  hdd  fpoke»  my  Lord  immediately  reply'd^ 
Daughterj  this  is  not  new  to  me ;  I  have  been 
fpoke  to  in  it ;  and  I  can  give  no  other  anfwor 
than  I  have  done  already ;  which  is^  that  I  have 
lately  difburfed  great  fams^  and  my  eftate  ftands 
charged  with  a  confiderable  debt^  which  muft  be 
raifed  when  I  die ;  but  this  I  have  done^  and  fhe 
knows  it,  but  you  may  tell  it  her  again^  that  I  have 
left  both  her  daughters  very  confiderable  legacies, 
tho'  I  do  not  care  to  name  what. 

This  is  what  his  Lordihip  faid  to  me  aspun&u-^ 
ally  as  I  can  fet  it  down.  He  did  not  tell  me 
who  had  moved  him  in  it.  How  you  will  like 
my  report  I  know  not,  but  I  hope  you  think  of 
me  as  I  know  myfelf  to  be ;  if  it  happen  other- 
wife  'tis  but  a  litde  more  weight  to  that  heavy 
burden  I  have  felt  the  weight  of  now  full  eight 
years,  and  as  I  have  been  wonderfully  fupported, 
.fo  I  have  an  humble  confidence  I  (hall  be,  tkc 
few  remaining  days  I  have  left  to  live.  Bleflcd 
bethemercys  ofGod^  wha  gives  us  joy,  hope, 

and 
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tod  comfort  in  believing;    and    whatever  the       ^^' 
methods  of  Providence  are,  or  may  be,  the  final 
iffue  will  be  delight  for  evermore.    Were  that 
blefled  (late  only  a  reft  from  the  labour  and  toils 
of  life,  how  welcome  muft  it  be?   but  as  the 
Pfalmift  fays,  •*  at  thy  right  hand  there  are  plea- 
fures  for  evermore  ;'*  and  in  order  to  attain  to 
this  blefTednefs,  which  our  Saviour,  with  the  price 
of  his  blood,  purchafed  for  us,  we  (hould  ftand  in 
awe,  and  often  remember  that  place  of  Scripture, 
where  God  fays  of  himfelf,  I  am  with  you  while 
you  are  with  me.    Let  us  ftrive  faithfully  to  walk 
in  his  ways,  and  then  our  penfive  and  mod  folemn 
thoughts  will  be  our  heft,  and  foon  calm  all  tu^ 
inultuous  ones,  that  the  troubles  and  crofles  of  this 
world  naturally  lead  us  to.     I  heartily  pray  both 
you  and  I  may  experience  the  fweetnefs  of  fuch 
meditation ;  then  we  ihall  wait  with  a  becoming 
patience  the  great  day  of  confolation* 
16  Augufi,  i6gu 


LETTER     CXXV. 

Lady  Russell  to  Lady  (fuppofed)ALtKGTOu.^ 

JVIy  dear  filler,  I  have  not  yet  had  refolution 
to  fpeak  to  you  this  way,  nor  know  I  now  what 
to  fay.     Your  misfortune  is  too  big  to  hope  that 

*  On  the  death  of  one  of  her  daughters.  i 

M  m  any  ' 
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^^'  any  thing  I  offer  can  allay  the  prefent  rage  of 
your  forrow.  I  pray  for  you,  and  I  pity  you, 
vhich  is  all  I  can  do ;  and  that  I  do  moft  feeU 
ingly,  not  knowing  how  foon  your  cafe  may  be 
mine;  and  I  want  from  you,  what  I  would  moft 
willingly  furnifli  you  with — fome  confolation  and 
truce  from  your  extreme  lamentation. 

I  hope  that  by  this  time  your  reafon  begins  to 
get  a  power  over  your  wafted  fpirits,  and  that  you 
will  let  nature  relieve  herfelf.  She  will  do  it,  if 
you  do  not  obftruft  her.  There  is  a  time  and 
period  for  all  things  here.  Nature  will  firft  pre- 
vail, but  as  foon  as  we  can,  we  muft  think  what 
is  our  duty,  and  perfue  it  as  well  as  we  are  able. 
I  befeech  God  to  teach  you  to  fubmit  to  this  un- 
Iook*d  for,  and  in  appearance  fadly  fevere  provi- 
dence, and  endue  you  with  a  quiet  fpirit,  to  wait 
for  the  day  of  confolation,  when  joy  will  be  our 
portion  to  all  eternity  :  in  that  day  we  fhall  meet 
again  all  our  pious  friends ;  all  that  have  died  in 
their  innocence,  and  with  them  live  a  life  of  inno-^ 
cence,  and  purity,  and  gladnefs  for  ever.  Fit 
your  thoughts  with  thefe  undoubted  truths,  my 
dear  filler,  a^  much  and  as  often  as  is  poOible.  I 
know  no  other  cure  for  fuch  difeafes ;  nor  (hall 
we  mifs  one,  if  we  endeavour^  with  God's  grace 
affifting,  which  he  certainly  gives  to  fuch  as  afk. 
God  give  you  refrefhmcnts.     I  am, 

lO  OSober,  1 69 1 .  Your,  &c. 

LET- 


L  E  T  T  E  R  1  531 


LETTER    CXXVI. 

Lady  Russell  to 

A  HE  misfortunes  of  fuch  as  one  extremely  ef- 
teems  grow  our  .own,  fo  that  if  my  conftant  fad 
heart  weffe  not  fo  foon  touched  as  it  is  with  de- 
plorable accidents,  I  fliould  yet  feel  a  great  deal 
of  your  jull  mourning ;  if  fharing  a  calamity 
could  cafe  you,  that  burthen  would  be  little  ;  for 
as  depraved  an  age  as  we  live  in,  there  is  fuch  a 
force  in  virtue  and  goodnefs  that  all  the  world 
laments  with  you ;  and  yet,  fure.  Madam,  when 
we  part  from  what  we  love  moft  that's  excellent, 
'tis  our  beft  fupport  that  Nature,  who  will  be 
heard  flrft,  does  fuffer  reafon  to  take  place. 

What  can  relieve  fo  much  as  that  our  friend 
died  after  a  well-fpent  life.  Some  lofles  are  fo 
furprifing,  and  fo  great,  one  muft  not  break  in 
too  foon,  and  therefore  my  fenfe  of  your  calamity 
confined  me  to  only  a  folicitous  inquiry ;  and  I 
doubt  it  is  ftill  a  miftaken  refpe£l  to  dwell  long 
upon  fuch  a  fubje£t.  I  will  do  no  more  than  fign 
this  truth,  that  I  am. 

Your,  &c. 

18  0  Sober,  1691* 


Mm  2  LET- 
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LETTER    LXXVIL 

Lady  Russell  to  Mr.  Owbn. 
Sir, 

JlaO  W  welcome  the  queftion  I  have  to  a&  you 
will  be,  I  know  not^  but  I  am  much  miftaken  if 
the  anfwer  be  not  to  my  fatisfadion. 

I  have  had  advice^  and  that  but  very  lately,  that 
my  Lord  Cavendi(h*s  friends  intend  to  fet  him 
up  for  Weftminfter.  He  is  come  over,  and  now 
with  me.  I  know  you  were  invited  by  your 
friends  to  ftand,  and  therefore  fuppofe  you  have 
had  an  intent  to  do  fo.  How  far  you  are  en* 
gaged  I  know  not,  nor  how  ftrong  you  find  your 
intereft.  I  do  very  well  remember  you  alk'd  me 
to  fpeak  to  my  Lord  Bedford  for  his ;  I  did  it, 
and  his  anfwer  was,  he  wi(h*d  you  a  parliament^ 
man  with  all  his  heart,  becaufe  he  thought  you 
would  vote  well  for  your  country;  but  having 
appeared  for  Phih  Howard,  he  did  not  care  to  be 
forward  in  oppofinghim  if  he  flood.  Now  I  have 
heard  nothing  of  your  concerns  fince  this,  and  my 
Lord  Bedford  was  fo  favourable  in  the  matter, 
that  he  meant  to  move  no  way  in  it,  till  now  he 
underflands  that  Lord  Cavendifh  looks  after  iu 
You  may  believe  he  cordially  affilts  him :  Lord 
Clare  does  fo  too,  who  elfe  aflifted  Mr.  Bridgman^ 

but 
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but  he  now  wants  none^  having  fubmitted  to  a 
fignification  given  him  not  to  pretend  to  ftand  if 
Lord  Cavendifh  did,  it  being  of  great  concern- 
ment that  he  fhould  not  be  baffled.  Sir  Stephen 
Fox  thinks  no  more  of  it  neither,  for  as  foon  as 
Lord  Cavendifh  was  named,  he  gave  it  up^. 
Now,  Mr.  Owen,  if  you  can  think  fit  to  give 
an  example,  and  declare  you  wifh  Lord  Caven- 
difh well  in  this  thing,  and  as  mdch  as  you  can, 
give  your  interefl  to  him,  I  find  'tis  believed  all 
others  who  have  pretenfions  will  do  fo  too,  ex- 
cept Bonithon,  who  I  hear  intends  to  fland  it  out 
to  the  laft,  upon  a  pure  Tory  interefl ;  therefore 
I  would  fain  have  it  come  to  a  fair  trial  of  (kill 
between  the  two  partys,  which  it  can't  fo  well  do 
if  Lord  Cavendifh  be  not  fingly  at  the  head  of 
one  of  them,  and  that  I  reckon  he  will  be  if  you 
defift.  And  indeed  it  would  be  too  great  a  gra- 
tification to  the  Torys  to  recover  at  Weftminfter 
what  they  have  fo  lately  lofl  in  the  city,  I  mean 
their  credit  in  eleftions. 

Now,  Mr.  Owen,  I  fhould  be  glad  of  your  opi- 
nion honeflly  in  this  matter ;  you  muft  think  that 
I  am  greatly  concerned  in  it,  and  perhaps  de- 
pended on  in  relation  to  you,  who  are  more  my 
acquaintance  than  you  are  to  any  of  Lord  De 

♦  In  the  parliament  1689-90,  Sir  Stephen  Fox  was 
member  for  Weftminfter,  and  in  1695 ;  in  the  latter  Lord 
Cavendifh  was  member  for  Derby  \  which  makes  this  let. 
ter  fomewhat  myfkrious. 

Mm  3  vonfhire's 
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/ 

^-  °-       vonlhire's  family.     I  would  by  no  means  in  the 

world  have  my  Lord  Cavendifh  conteft  in  th\$ 

matter  and  lofe  it,  now  at  his  (rft  entrance  into 

the  world;  but  the  good  will, of  fo  many  perfons 

of  quality  and  fo  approved  of  by  his  Majefty  is 

not  to  be  ncglc£led  neither  j  and  I  believe  the 

good  his  fither  did  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons^ 

when  be  M^as  Lord  Cavendifh^  will  be  of  advan«> 

tagi?  to  this.    And  it  will  not  hurt  his  interell  that 

he  is  married  to  my  Lord  Ruflell's  daughter. 

AH  thefe  things  you  can  weigh  much  jufter  than 

I  can  lay  them  before  you ;  and  you  know  your 

ftrength  and  what  may  weaken  it^  if  you  pleafe 

to  confider  it,  and  when  you  have  done  fo,  if  you 

refolve  to  oppofe  us,  tell  me  ingenuoufly  as  much» 

and  if  you  pleafe,  your  reafons  againft  my  Lord'i 

flanding,  and  for  your  own,  it  will  oblige^ 

Sir, 
23  OB.  t6gi.  Your's,  &c. 


LETTER     CXXVIII, 

Lady  Russ£LL  to  Qu££N  Mary. 

May  it  please  your  Majestie, 

X  HE  King's  fafe  return  into  England  is  fo  great 
a  fubjeft  for  rejoycing,  with  all  the  other  mercies 
of  this  year,  as  it  gives  me  courage  to  take  upon 
me  to  congratulate  to  your  Majeftie  fo  blefled  and 
fo  defired  a  providence^  moft  efpecially  to  your« 

felf. 
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felf,  and  then  to  all  your  people,  that  the  intolera^        ^J^ 
ble  temper  of  envy  and  fa£iion  does  not  influence; 
blefled  be  God  that  their  fault  becomes  their  pu* 
nifl)ment. . 

My  mind  being  as  it  ought  to  be  as  full  of  the 
prefent  public  joy  as  I  am  capable  of,  I  am  unwil- 
ling to  put  any  thing  in  this  paper  that  is  of  little 
moment,  or  looks  like  a  particular  intereft.  But, 
becaufe  I  am  very  tender  of  multiplying  thefe 
kind  of  troubles  to  your  Majeftie,  and  am  alfo 
encouraged  from  your  being  pleas'd  to  take  no« 
tice  I  had  not  prefented  my  petition  that  I  had 
humbly  aik*d  leave  to  do,  I  have  at  laft  put  it 
into  my  Lady  Darby's  hands  to  prefent  to  your 
Majeftie  if  you  give  leave.  I  could  not  before 
now  get  it  done  fit  (as  I  thought)  to  (hew  to  your 
Majeftie ;  and  now  I  have,  confidering  the  King's 
coming  was  fo  near  you  would  not  order  any  dif-« 
patch  to  a  bufinefs  like  this,  I  have  addreifed  my 
petition  to  his  Majeftie ;  and  if  I  may  obtain  fo 
much  grace  as  your  Majeftie  to  recommend  it  to 
the  King,  I  can't  doubt  my  fuccefs,  though  my 
requeft  was  much  bigger  than  it  is. 

But  if  this  is  too  much  to  aflc,  I  humbly  hope 
my  fault  may  not  be  too  great  for  your  Majeftie's 
forgivenefs  to  your  Majeftie's 

Moft  dutifull  and  moft  obedient  fubjed, 

R.  RUSSELL. 
Wohmu^Abby^  23  OB.  1691. 

M  m  4  LET- 
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LETTER    CXXIX. 
Lady  Russell  to  Lady  Darby. 

xJlS  my  Lady  Darby  is  never  wanting,  fo  I  hope 
Ihc  is  never  weary  of  doing  good  and  charitable 
offices.  This  that  I  now  am  aCking  from  her  is 
of  the  lad  degree  to  me,  it  being,  that  my  poor 
child  may  have  the  honour  and  advantage  of  your 
prote£iion,  and  kind  prudent  advice,  now  at  her 
firft  entrance  into  the  world.  She  has  (I  think) 
vit  enough  to  take  well  either  caution  or  reproof 
from  your  Ladyfliip^  and  fhe  is  unexperienced 
enough  to  want  it,  and  never  been  lill  now  from 
too  fond  a  mother,  I  doubt.  My  Lord  Deyon- 
{hire  has  called  her  out  of  my  fight  a  little  fooner 
than  I  thought  we  fhould  have  parted,  my  Lady 
Devonfliire  not  being  in  town ;  but  my  Lord  gives 
me  fo  good  a  reafon  for  it  (as  the  Queen's  be- 
ing heft  pleafed  it  fliould  be  fo)  that  if  I  had  au- 
thority to  do  it,  I  would  not  keep  her,  fince  I 
would  have  all  that's  mine  to  pay,  as  I  will  ever 
do,  a  free  obedience  to  all  her  Majeftie's  orders. 
I  believe  Ihe  will  quite  lofe  her  credit  for  a  dan- 
cer, for  I  find  ihe  can*t  walk  one  dance  out,  *tis 
fo  long  fince  Ihe  learnt,  and  (he  will  have  fo  little 
time  to  praCUce,  but  I  encourage  her  to  be  con- 
tent to  do  ill,  rather  than  do  nothing  when  the 

Queen 
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Queen  bids  her  do  fomething.  She  will  ftill  grow 
better^  I  hope,  every  way  a  great  while.  I  beg  a 
thoufand  pardons  of  my  Lady  Darby  for  fo 
long  a  trouble  now,  and  fo  lading  an  one  as  I 
have  taken  the  liberty  to  afk  of  her ;  but  a  mo- 
therms  concern  will,  I  truft,  excufe  all  the  impor- 
tunities of  one  that  is,  with  true  and  great  refpeft. 

Your  Ladyfhip's 
OSoier  29,  t6gt. 


LETTER    CXXX. 

Lady  RussELf.  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam. 

X  WAS  extremely  well  pleafed,  good  Doftor,  to 
fee  a  letter  from  you ;  not  that  I  ever  was  fo  in- 
jurious to  you,  as  to  believe  Ihad  lefs  of  your 
refpeft  when  I  had  none  of  your  letters ;  and  I 
expeft  the  fame  juftice  on  your  part  towards  me, 
and  I  believe  I  have  it ;  however,  'tis  well  to 
exprefs  it  fometimes.  The  laft  I  writ  to  you  lies 
now  in  my  drefling-room,  over  the  chimney,  with 
one  inclofedin  it  for  Lady  Gainfborough,  and  one 
other  to  Lady  Julian,  for  I  did  not  know  how  tq 
dire£l  to  you,  you  being  gone  from  Windfor.  I 
heard  laft  night  from  my  Lady  Gainfborough, 
and  was  glad  (he  could  tell  me  her  daughter  Na^ 
pier  was  better  fince  her  being  quick.  I  pray 
God  give  her  mother  her  life  with  comfort.  I 
hear  flie  has  a  lufty  grand-child  by  her  fon.    I 

would 


A.  D. 
1691. 


538  LADY    RUSSELL'S 

^^-  would  lain  fcribble  longer  to  you,  but  *ri$  a  vifit- 
ing  day,  and  my  boy  is  fo  earned  at  my  elbow 
that  I  would  be  going,  I  can't  deny  him,  but  will 
myfelf,  in  haftily  figning, 

Your  faithful!  friend  and  (ervant, 

Decmher  29, 1 69 1 .  R.  RUSSELL 


LETTER     CXXXL 
Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam* 

1  AM  fo  fully  perfuaded  that  Doflor  TitzwilHam 
knows  my  thoughts  towards  him,  that  I  have  never 
doubted  he  could  mifinterpret  my  receiving  fo 
well  as  I  did,  his  kirj4  enquiry  after  us,  that 
morning  I  left  Stratton ;  but  when  I  read  your 
note,  verily  meaning  to  write  a  few  lines  to  thank 
you,  I  gave  no  anfwer  for  the  man^^nd  fo  I  guefs 
he  went  without  any  ;  for  I  was  by  oXje  bufinefs 
or  another  fo  hurried  the  reft  of  the  timki  ftay'd, 
that  I  never  remembered  what  was  incumB^nt  on 
me,  and  not  being  put  in  mind,  left  it  undont'j  t^ 
my  vexation  when  I  did  remember  it. 

The  folemnity  of  the  time,  when  I  was  comi* 
here,  made  me  delay  till  the  next  week  writing 
to  you,  and  then  not  takmg  the  firft  poft  of  that 
next,  my  thoughts  grew  too  intent  upon  the  fea 
affairs,  to  write  letters :  But  God's  holy  name  bp 
ever  praifed  for  the  happy  clofe  of  that  great  bu- 
finefs, 


J 
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(inefs^  which  is  marvellous  in  our  eyes*  May  ^^* 
pur  praifes  and  thanksgivings  in  fome  meafure 
correfpond  to  the  good  we  have  received,  and 
that  our  biggeft  acknowledgments  may  not  be  ex- 
prefled  in  ringing  of  bells  and  making  of  bonfires; 
but  in  recounting  his  many,  and  wonderful^  and 
glorious  mercies,  and  in  carefully  walking  more 
obediently  to  his  laws^  which  is  all  we  can  return 
to  our  benefa£lor. 

Notwithftanding  our  differences  in  fome  thingt, 
I'm  fure  Do£tor  Fitzwilliam  joyns  his  thankfgiv- 
ings  with  me  in  this  viQory  over  that  proud  per- 
fecutor  of  the  proteftant  religion.  The  exprefs 
this  morning  tells  us,  that  the  twelve  (hips  Admi- 
ral Ruffell  had  perfued  to  the  French  (hore  were 
all  burnt ;  the  fix  biggeft  on  Monday  night,  and 
the  fix  lefs  on  Tuefday  morning,  with  all  their 
guns  and  ammunition ;  fix  were  three  deck  fliips, 
and  the  other  fix,  the  leaft  wasof  fixty  guns.  The 
fleet  is  now  divided  into  three  parts :  the  Ad- 
miral with  one  to  Breft,  to  try  if  he  can  do  any 
thing  there ;  one  of  the  lefs  is  to  go  eaftward,  to 
look  after  fix  French  fhips  faid  to  be  gone  that 
way ;  and  the  other  to  crofs  between  England  and 
Dunkirk.  I  believe  your  news-papers  at  Chil- 
tern  tell  you  all,  but  being  there  is  nothing  newer, 
I  would  do  it  too  J  and  as  one  can  fay  nothing 
but  what  would  be  dull,  after  what  I  have  faid,  I 
will  conclude  this  from. 

Your  friend  and  fervant. 
May  26,  1692.  R.  RUSSELL. 

If 
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A.  D.  If  Mrs:  Nappier  is  brought  to  bed,  I  would  be 

glad  to  know  it.  And,  good  Dodor,  pre- 
fcnt  my  fervice  to  Lady  Worfley  and  Sir 
Robert. 


LETTER     CXXXIL 
Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam. 

X  WILL  fay  but  little  for  myfelf,  why  you  were 
fo  long  without  hearing  from  me,  yet  I  could  fay 
much  to  my  juftification,  but  am  more  willing  to 
come  to  the  more  touching  and  ferious  part  of 
your  laft  letter;  not  but  I  fbould  be  very  C3rry, 
indeed,  if  I  fufpe6led  you  had  a  thought  I  were 
unworthy  towards  you  ;  I  dare  fay  you  raife  none 
upon  appearances,  and  other  reafon  you  fhall 
never  have*  In  Ihort,  my  daughter  Cavendifh 
being  ill,  carried  me  twice  a  day  to  Arlington- 
houfe,  where  I  ftayed  till  twelve  and  one  o'clock 
at  night,  and  much  bufinefs,  being  near  leaving 
London,  and  my  eyes  ferving  me  no  longer  by 
candle-light,  which  perhaps  was  the  biggcft  let 
of  ally  and  hindered  my  doing  what  I  defired  and 
ought  to  do. 

But  to  come  to  the  purpofe  of  yours,  which  I 
received  the  the  13th  of  this  lamenuble  months 
the  very  day  of  that  hard  fentence  pronounced 
againft  my  dear  friend  and  hufband ;  it  was  the 
fad  day^  and  fo  I  had  the  opportunity  of  retiring 

without 
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iirithout  any  taking  notice  of  it,  which  pleafes  me  V^* 
beft.  What  Ihall  I  fay,  Doaor  ?  That  I  do  live 
by  your  rules  ?  No,  I  Ihould  lye.  I  blefs  God 
it  has  long  been  my  purpofe,  with  fome  endea* 
vour,  through  mercy,  to  do  it.  I  hope  I  may 
conclude  I  grieve  without  finning ;  yet  I  can't  at^ 
tain  to  that  love  of  God,  and  fubmiflion  to  all  his 
providences,  that  I  can  rejoice  in ;  however,  I 
blefs  him  for  his  infinite  mercy,  in  a  fupport  that 
is  not  wrought  from  the  world  (tho'  my  heart  is 
too  much  bound  up  in  the  blefiings  I  have  yet 
left)  and  I  hope  chiefly  he  has  enabled  me  to  re- 
joice in  him  as  my  everlafting  portion,  and  in  the 
affured  hope  of  good  things  in  the  other  world. 

Good  Dodor,  we  are  travelling  the  fame  way, 
and  hope,  thro*  mercy,  to  meet  at  the  fame  happy 
end  of  all  our  labours  here,  in  an  eternal  reft  ; 
and  'tis  of  great  advantage  to  that  attainment, 
communicating  pious  thoughts  to  each  other :  no« 
thing  on  this  fide  Heaven  goes  fo  near  to  it ;  and 
being  where  God  is,  'tis  Heaven.  If  He  be  in 
our  hearts  there  will  be  peace  and  fatisfadion, 
when  one  recoUeQs  the  happinefs  of  fuch  a  Rate 
(which,  if  my  heart  deceives  me  not,  I  hope  is 
mine)  and  I  will  try  to  experience  more  and  more 
that  blefled  promife — "  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that 
are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  eafe."  This 
day  and  this  fubjeCl  inclines  me  to  be  very  long, 
and  might  to  another  be  too  tedious ;  but  I  know 
it  is  not  fo  to  Do£lor  Fitzwilliam^  who  ufes  to 

feaft 
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i«^.'       feaft  in  the  houfe  of  mourning.      However^  my 
time  to  open  my  chamber  door  is  near ;  and  I 
take  fome  care  not  to  alFeft  in  thefe  retirements. 
/  In  all  circumftances  I  remain^ 

Sir, 
Your  conffantly  obliged  friend  and  fervant, 

R.  RUSSELL. 


LETTER   CXXXIIL 

Lady  Russell  to  Lady  — —  Russell. 

±F  ever  I  could  retaliate  with  my  fifter  Ruflfell, 
it  would  be  now,  on  the  fubjeft  of  death,  when  I 
have  all  this  my  faddeft  month  been  refleEling  on 
what  I  faw  and  felt ;  and  yet  what  can  I  fay  more, 
than  to  acquiefce  with  you,  that  'tis  a  folemn  thing 
to  think  of  the  confequences  of  death  to  believers 
and  unbelievers  t  That  'tis  a  contemplation  ought 
to  be  of  force  to  make  us  diligent  for  the  ap- 
proaching change,  I  muft  own ;  yet  I  doubt  it 
does  fo  but  on  a  few.  That  you  are  one  of  tliofc 
happy  ones,  I  conclude,  if  I  knew  no  more  rea- 
fon  for  it  than  the  bare  conclufion  of  yours,  that 
the  bare  meditation  is  fufficient  to  provoke  to 
care ;  for  when  a  heart  is  fo  well  touched,  it  will 
aft ;  and  who  has,  perhaps,  by  an  abfolute  fur- 
fender  of  herfclf,  fo  knit  her  foul  to  God,  as 

will 
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will  make  her  dear  in  his  fighL  We  lie  under  ^^ 
innumerable  obligations  to  be  bis  entirely ;  and 
nothing  (hould  be  fo  attra&ing  td  us,  as  his  mira* 
culous  love  in  fending  bis  Son ;  but  my  ftill 
fmart  forrow  ibr  earthly  lofles  makes  me  know  I 
loved  inordinately,  and  my  profit  in  the  fchool 
of  adverfity  has  been  fmall,  or  I  ihould  have  long 
fince  turned  my  mourning  into  rejoycing  thank* 
fulnefs,  that  I  had  fuch  a  friend  to  lofe;  that 
I  faw  him  I  lov'd  as  my  own  foul  take  fuch  a 
profped  of  death,  as  made  him,  when  brought  to 
it,  walk  through  the  dark  and  (haded  valley,  (not* 
withllanding  the  natural  averflon  of  feparation) 
without  fearing  evil :  for  if  we  in  our  limited  de- 
grees of  goodnefs  will  not  forfake  thofe  that  de- 
pend on  us,  much  lefs  can  God  cad  us  from  him, 
when  we  feek  to  him  in  our  calamity.  And  tho' 
he  deny'd  my  earned  and  repeated  prayers,  yet 
he  has  not  deny*d  me  the  fupport  of  his  holy  fpirit, 
in  this  my  long  day  of  calamity,  but  enabled  me 
in  fome  meafure  to  rejoice  in  him  as  my  portion 
for  ever ;  who  has  provided  a  remedy  for  all  our 
griefs,  by  his  fure  promifes  of  another  life,  where 
there  is  no  death,  nor  any  pain  or  trouble,  but  a 
fulnefs  of  joy  in  the  prefence  of  God,  who  made 
us,  and  loves  us  for  ever. 


LET- 
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LETTER    CXXXIV. 

Lady  Russ£Ll  to  Lady  Sund£RLAno. 

jL  our  kind  letter,  Madam^  a(ks  me  to  do 
much  better  for  myfelf  and  mine,  than  to  fcribble 
fo  infignificantly  as  I  do  in  a  piece  of  paper ;  but 
for  twenty  feveral  reafons  yours  mull  have  the 
advantage  you  offer  me  with  obliging  eameftnefs, 
a  thoufand  times  greater  than  I  deferve,  or  there 
can  be  caufe  for,  but  that  you  have  taken  a  refo- 
lution  to  be  all  goodnefs  and  favour  to  me.  And 
indeed  what  greater  mark  can  you  almoft  give 
than  remembring  me  fo  often,  and  letting  me  re-* 
ceive  the  exceeding  advantage  of  your  doing  fo, 
by  reading  your  letters,  which  are  all  fo  edifying  ? 
When  I  know  you  are  continually  engaged  in  fo 
great  and  neceflary  employments  as  you  are,  and 
have  but  too  imperfed  bealth,  which  to  any  other 
in  the  world  but  Lady  Sunderland  would  unfit  for 
at  leaft  fo  great  difpatches  as  you  are  charged 
with.  Thefe  are  moft  vifible  tokens  of  provi- 
dence, that  every  one  that  aims  to  do  their  duty 
{hall  be  enabled  to  do  it. 

I  hope  your  natural  ftrength  is  fo  great,  that  it 
will  in  fome  time,  if  you  do  your  part,  mafter  what 
has  been  accidentally  in  the  diforder  of  it.  Health, 
if  one  ftriaiy  confiders,  is  the  firft  of  earthly  blcf- 
fings ;  for  even  the  converfation  of  friends,  which 
as  to  fpiritual  profits,  as  you  excellently  obferve, 

is. 
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is  the  neareft  approach  we  can  make  to  heaven       V^; 
vhile  we  live  in  thefe  tabernacles  of  clay ;  fo  *tis 
in  a  temporal  fenfe  alfo,  the  moft  pleafant  and  tho 
Inoft  profitable  improvement  we  cin  ihake  of  the 
time  we  are  to  fpend  on  earth.    But,  as  I  was 
faying,  if  our  bodys  are  out  of  tune,  how  ill  do 
we  enjoy  what  in  itfelf  is  fo  precious  ?  and  how 
often  muR  we  choofe,  if  we  can  attain  jt,  a  fliort 
iluxnbcr,  that  may  take  off  our  fenfe  of  pain,  than 
to  accept  what  we  know  in  worth  excells  almoft 
to  infinitcnefs  ?  No  foul  can  fpeak  more  feelingly 
than  my  poor  felf  on  this  fubjeQ  j  who  can  truly 
fay,  my  friendfliips  have  made  all  the  joys  and 
troubles  of  my  life ;  and  yet  who  would  live  and 
hot  love  ?    Thofe  who  have  try*d  the  infipidnefs 
of  it  would,  I   believe,  never  choofe  it*      Mr, 
Waller  fays — "  'Tis  (with  finging)  all  we  know 
they  do  above.*'     And  His  enough ;  for  if  there 
is  fo  charming  a  delight  in  the  love,  and  fuitable* 
iiefs  in  humours,  to  creatures  I  what  muft  it  be  to 
our  clarified  fpirits  to  love  in  the  prcfence  of 
.G'6d!     Can  there  be  a  greater  contemplation  to 
provoke  to  diligence  for  our  preparation  to  that 
great  change,  where  we  Ihall  ht  perfefted  and  fo 
continue  for  ever  I  I  fee  I  have  fcribbled  a  great 
deal  of  paper ;  I  dare  not  read  it,  left  I  fhould  be 
forry  Lady  Sunderland  fhould ;  and  yet  can  now 
fend  her  nothing  if  not  this,  for  my  eyes  grow  ill 
fo  faft,  I  refolve  tp  do  nothing  of  this  fort  by  can- 
dle light. 

Nn  LET^ 
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LETTER    CXXXV. 
Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  FiTa(WZLLiAK4 

X  HAVE  not  ufed  to  be  fo  long  without  holcL 
jng  a  correfpondence  with  my  good  friend  Doc- 
tor Fitzwilliam ;  but  I  can  do  no  more  as  I  have 
doncy  therefore  do  works  of  neceflity  in  the  firft 
place  I  and  when  I  think  I  have  not  done  too 
much,  I  proceed  to  thofe  of  pleafure«  If  I  had 
«found  leafure  to  be  fo  employed,  you  had  been 
told  fooner  that  I  have  received  your's  of  the  asd 
Auguft.  I  thank  you.  Sir,  for  all  in  it;  and 
'would  gladly  fay  fomething  to  every  thing  in  par- 
ticular,  but  I  muft  reftrain  my  defiresi  being  re- 
folved  to  be  drift  in  obferving  the  direStions  I 
am  iinder  for  my  bad  eyes,  which  I  am  not  fen* 
fenlible  I  hurt  by  what  I  can  do,  which  is  writ« 
ing ;  as  for  reading,  I  am  pad  that  contentment, 
'cfpecially  print ;  your  hand  is  plain,  and  fo  well 
known  to  me,  I  can  yet  make  ihift  to  fee  it ;  and 
while  I  can,  defire  to  do  fo,  if  you  pleafe* 

I  have  had  a  ftrong  inclination  to  have  dif^^ 
cours'd  a  bufinefs  of  weight  with  you,  no  led 
than  the  marriage  of  my  daughter ;  if  Lady  Gainf- 
borough  thought  of  it,  you  had  a  hint  of  it  earlier 
than  almoft  any  body  from  me.  I  do  own  when 
it  was  firft  propofed,  I  was  as  it  were  furprized ; 
but  when  I  came  ferioufly  to  confider,  and  dif- 

courfe 
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COUrfe  with  her  friends,  and  alfo  with  fuch  other*  ^^^^ 
Bs  I  could  then  get  to  talk  with,  and  found  rea- 
fon  to  conclude  that  a  reverfe  of  parliament  was 
alt  the  fcruple  I  need  to  have,  I  was  content  to 
hear  more  of  it,  and  not  refufe  the  beft  match  ia 
England  for  an  imaginary  religious  fcruple.  For, 
as  on  the  one  hand,  I  am  joyful!  to  fee  my  daugh- 
ters beftowed  to  the  two  beft  fortunes  in  England^ 
fo,  on  the  other,  if  he  had  a  kingdom  with  his,  I 
would  not  agree  to  put  her  knowingly  in  circum- 
ftances  that  I  fhould  doubt  God'^  bleffing  would 
not  go  with.  Bt  if  a  divorce  is  juft^  as  agreeing 
with  the  word  of  God,  I  take  a  marriage  after  it 
certainly  to  be  fo  ♦.  And  for  the  eftate,  we  enjoy 
them  by  man's  law,  and  that  man  can  alter,  and 
fo  may  alter  again  ;  which  is  a  rifle  I  am  willing 
to  run,  if  there  would  be  enough  left. 

•  In  1670,  John  Lord  Roos,  or  Rols,  (afterwards  Elarl 
and  Duke  df  Rutland)  who  had  married  Lady  An\ie  Pier- 
point,  daughter  to  Henry  Marquis  of  Dorchcfter,  by  wliom 
he  had  two  fons,  having  brought  proofs  of  adultery  agaiiift 
hcr»  and  obtained  a  fentence  of  divorce  in  the  fpiritual 
Court,  as  it  amounted  only  to  a  reparation  from  bed  and 
board,  he  moved  for  a  bill  to  diflblve  the  bond  ;  and  an  a£t 
of  parliament  was  pafled  difabling  her  iflue  to  inherit  any  of 
his  lands  or  honours^and  enabling  him  to  marry  again.-^ 
He  then  married  Diana,  daughter  of  the  Earlof  Ailefbury, 
by  whom  he  had  no  iflue. — His  third  wife  was  Catharine, 
daughter  to  Baptift  Noel,  Vifcount  Camplen,  by  whom  he 
had  two  fons  and  two  daughters;  the  elded  fon,  John  Lord 
R00S9  married  Catharine,  daughter  of  Lord  William  and 
Lady* Rachel  Ruflell,  who  had  four  fons  and  four  daughters. 
N  n  2  The 
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f^;  The  young  people  have  juft  feen  one  another; 

He  is  a  pretty  youths  and^  as  I  am  told»  vir^ 
tuoufly  bred^  and  is  free  from  all  ill ;  his  tutor 
was  with  him ;  he  is  a  non-fwearer^  a  divine,  a 
man  of  parts,  they  fay,  and  a  good  liver.  You 
fee,  thp*  I  may  not  think  the  better  of  him,  I  do 
t)ot  think  the  worfe.  This  is  the  bufinefs  fticks 
dofell  to  my  thoughts,  and  fo  I  am  apt  to  enlarge 
to  fuch  friends  as  you.  For  the  chat  of  the  town, 
ras  the  fuccefTor  to  my  poor  fifter  t,  iSrc.  I  will 
»fiot  venture  to  hurt  my  eyes  for  it ;  fo  will  clofe 
4hi6  from 

Your  faithfull  friend  and  fervant, 

:i 9  September  1 69a.  K.  RUSSELU 


LETTER    CXkt^t 

Queen  Mary  to  Lady  Russelu 

X  CONFESS  myfelf  lazy  enough  in  writing,  yet 
Xhat  has  not  hindered  my  anfwering  Lady  Ruflell't 
Jetter,  but  (laying  for  Mr.  Ruifell's  own  anfwer,  to 
which  you  referred  mci 

I  have  feen  him  this  day,  arid  find  be  is  refolved 
to  be  Mr.  Ruffell  ftill ;  I  could  not  prefs  him  far-. 
ther  in  a  thing  he  feem*d  fo  little  to  care  for,  fo 

*  Lord  Montague's  fecond  wife  was  Elizabeth,  daugjbter 
of  Henry  Cavcndifh,  Duke  of  NewCaftle,  widow  of  Chrif- 
lOpfaer  Monki  Duke  of  Albemarle* 

thcK 
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there  is  an  end  of  that  matter.  Whether  the  King  ^^^ 
will  think  I  have  done  it  enough  or  no  I  dah't 
tell,  but  'tis  not  in  my  nature  to  compliment, 
which  makes  me  always  take  people  at  their 
words.  I  was  glad  to  hear  Lord  Bedford  is  fo 
well,  and  that  your  eyes  are  no  worfe. 

You  are  fo  taken  up  I  hear  with  your  daug^ 
ter*s  marriage,  that  I  will  not  make  my  letter  any 
longer ;  befides  'tis  eafier  to  fay  many  things  than 
to  write  them,  and  at  prefent  I  have  not  much 
time ;  I  hope  foon  to  have  more  by  the  King's 
coming,  who  I  expeQ  in  a  few  days,  if  it 
pleafe  God  to  give  good  weather  for  his  journey. 

I  ihall  fay  no  more  now,  but  aflure  you  nobody 
ean  more  fincerely  with  you  all  imaginable  iatis* 
faflion  in  what  you  are  about,  and  all  things  elfe» 
than  I  do,  who  am  peally,  and  will  (hew  myfelf  on 
all  occafionsj 

Your  very  affe^ionate  friend, 
Whitehall,  t8  OH.  t6g%^  MARIE  R. 


LETTER    CXXXVIL 
Ladt  Russill  to  Dr.  Fitzwxlliam. 

While  I  can  fee  at  all,  I  muft  do  a  littlp 
jmore  than  I  can  when  God  fees  it  bed  that  out* 
ward  darknefs  fhall  fall  upon  me,  which  will  de- 
prive me  of  all  fociety  at  a  diftance,  which  I 
eftcem  exceeding  profitable  and  pleafant ;  but  ftill 
Nn  g  Ihave> 
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^-  °-       I  have  full  hope  I  Ihall  rejoycc  in  that  He  will 

^      not  deny  me  his  great  grace  to  ftrengthen  xnc  with 

mighty  by  his  Spirit  in  the  inner  man.     Then  I 

ihall  walk  in  the  right  way>  till  I  reach  the  joys 

pf  eternal  endurance. 

I  muft  ever  thapk  my.  friends  for  iheir  good 
thoughts  of  me  ;  if  I  know  my  own  heart,  you 
are  juft  to  me  in  thofe  that  concern  that  aiFair ; 
my  poor  child  muft  have  a  part,  if  it  take  effe& 
My  daily  prayers  are  to  be  dire£ted  by  his  holy 
Spirit^  and  that  it  may  proceed  or  fall  as  he  iq 
mercy  fees  it  beft.  I  ca^nnot  write  long  enou^ 
together,  to  fay  much  to  the  argument  you  do 
gently  hint  your  mind  concerning  it.  He  has 
hc^iK  here  a  wee^,  and  there  appears  no  difpofi-' 
^ion  in  hiqi  that  is  b^meable,  tho'  his  age  is  no( 
^Aiough  to  compofe  him  IkilfuU  in  difguife,  and 
fo  with  art  to  conceal  his  inclinations;  neither 
are  his  tender  years  proof  againft  imprcflions,  and 
imbibing  bad  as  well  as  good.  The  gentleman 
you  mentioned  was  with  him,  and,  I  believe,  has 
done  well  his  duty.  His  want  of  complaifance 
gives  me  no  prejudice,  or  fo  little,  that  if  he  were 
my  fon,  I  would  put  him  into  his  hands  from 
me,  for  forac  time  to  the  univerGty,  where  I  think 
our  nobility  (hould  pafs  fome  of  their  time ;  it  has 
been  for  many  years  neglefted  ;  I  muft  ufe  that 
term,  bccaufe  I  think  it  a  proper  one. 

We  are,  God  profpering  our  intentions,  as  near 
cui  remove  to  London,  as  the  middle  of  this 

month 
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ffnoiltbft  is  to  US3  where  I  fhould  hope  to  meet       f^^' 
Lady  Gain{borough^  but  that  your  laft  hints  no- 
ting of  it.    Pray  prefent  my  moil  humble  feryice 
vnto  her^  and  cominue  juft  to  me»  in  believing 
fne  to  be 
Your  {kithfuit  and  affeHionate  friend  to  ferve  yotl^ 

k.  Russell; 

5  jybvmfor,  1692. 


LETTER    CXXXyilL 
Ladt  Rutland*  to  Lady  Russelu 

.  HE  world  may  blame  me  for  receiving  the 
honour  of  a  word  from  dear  Lady  Ruflell^  with-i 
out  returning  my  acknowledgments  for  it  imme- 
diately; but  I  am  too  well  acquainted  with  your 
Ladyfliip^s  goodnefs  to  believe  you  will  impute* 
any  little  delay  of  my  thanks  to  any  difrefpeQ, 
knowing  I  only  fpare  you  the  trouble  of  reading 
too  often  dull  empty  letters;  and  that  I  have 
thofe  obligations  to  your  Lady{hip>  that  'tis  im« 
poffible  while  I  have  any  fenfe>  either  to  fpare 
my  pains  or  felf^  when  it  could  be  to  pay  yotf 
any  real  fcrvice. 

I  hope  your  Ls^tfyftip  will  do  me  the  juftice 
to  believe^  that  the  account  your  laft  gave  of  Mn 

f  Lord  Campden's  daughter. 

Nn  4  £uer$^ 
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^?;  Euers  being  now  on  the  difpatching  part,  and  the 
hopes  you  give  me  to  wait  upon  you  fome  time 
in  June  at  Woborne,  gave  me  great  fatisfa&ion ; 
and  that  you  will  add  to  that  the  efteem  which  u 
due  to  yourfelf,  and  dear  Mrs.  Ruffeil,  from  me  j 
and  then  you  cannot  but  be  aflured  that  nothing 
can.  give  me  pore  content,  than  feeing  your 
daughter,  mine  alfo ;  for  both  before  and  after  thait 
defired  happinefs,  there  can  be  no  CQm.mand  you 
can  lay  upon  me,  which  will  not  be  obeyed  wid^ 
pleafure,  and  ta^eii  as  the  greateft  favour  can  be' 
l)eftow'd  upon,  .    ^     .         *    . 

Madam, 
Your  Ladylhip*s  moft  obedient,  faithfull, 
'  "      '  Humble  fervant, 

19  April,  1693,  K.  RUTLAND, 


LETTER     CXXXIX. 

Lady  Russ£Ll  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam. 

* 

A  HE  kindeft  marks  you  can  give  me,  good, 
Doftor,  of  your  having  me  in  your  thoughts,  I 
received  as  you.defigned  I  (hould,  before,  and 
yet  very  near  the  day  that  I  muft  ever  give  a  fo^ 
lemn  regard  to ;  but,  alas !  my  bad  eyes  fervc 
me  now  fo  little  that  I  could  riot  read  your  pa- 
pers, and  tell  you  that  I  had  done  fo  in  one  day. 
*Tis  mortifying,  yet  I  hope  I  do  not  repine,  but, 
pn  the  contrary,  rejoyce  in  the  ^oodnefs  of  my 

Go4 
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Pod  to  me,  that  when  I  fear'd  the  utter  lofs  of  ^^r 
fight,  has  let  me  thus  long  fee  the  light,  and  by  it 
given  me  time  to  prepare  for  that  day  of  bodily 
darknefs  which  perhaps  mud  foon  overtake  me. 
And  what  a  grac^is  it  that  I  fliould  firft  fettle  tny 
two  daughters,  as  I  expeEk  to  do  ?  tho*  as  near 
as  we  take  this  in  hand  to  be,  it  may  never  tak^ 
cSed,  nay,  (hall  not,  (if  God  is  pleafed  to  grant 
my  requeft)  unlefs  it  be  a  thing  pleafing  in  hiff 
fight,  and  which  his  bleffing  fiiall  go  along  with. 

I  am  apt  to  fay  unlefs  they  ihall  be  happy  in  it,, 
but  I  find  a  diftinQion  to  be  made  between  being 
pleafing  {n  Qod's  fight,  and  their  being  happyi^ 
as  we  term  it,  that  is,  being  full  of  worldly  enjoy-* 
meiits,'  and  taking  exceflive  delight  in  their  en-** 
joyments.  This  God  may  withold  in  inercy  ta 
their  future  good.  So  that  I  confider,  if  tbe  a€t 
IS  acceptable  to  him,  all  (hall  work  to  their  good^ 
(if  they  love  and  ferve  him)  but  whether  by  » 
profperous,  pleafant  gale,  or  ftruggling  with 
ftormy  weather,  that  I  matter  not  fo  much,  thei^* 
eternal  intereft  being  my  care.  And  this  I  beg 
your  joyning  with  me  in  hearty  prayer  for.  I 
thank  you.  Sir,  for  the  meditation  fo  choicely 
jplrovided  for  me,  who  muft  remember  my  feeble 
fight,  fince  it  remembers  me,  who  will  be 

Your  conftant  and  obliged  friend  and  ferv2^nt^ 

R,  RUSSELL. 
fTokome  Abhy,  25  July^  1693. 

LET- 
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LETTER    CXL. 

Sir  Jambs  Forbes  *  to  Lady  Russilu 

Madam^ 

X  COULD  not  mifs  this  opportunity  of  giting 
your  Ladyfibip  fome  account  of  Lord  Rofs  and 
Lady  Rofs's  journey  f,  and  their  reception  at 
Belvoir,  which  look'd  more  like  the  progrefs  of 
a  King  and  Queen  through  their  country^  than 
that  of  a  bride  and  bridegroom's  going  home  to 
their  father's  houfe.  At  their  firft  entry  into  Lei^ 
cefterflrire^  they  were  received  by  the  High  She* 
riff  at  the  head  of  all  the  gentlemen  of  the  coon- 
try,  who  all  paid  their  refpefls,  and  complimented 
the  lady  bride  at  Harborough.  She  was  attended 
ji^xt  day  to  this  place  by  the  fame  gentlemen;  and 
by  thoufands  of  other  people,  who  came  from  all 
places  of  the  country  to  fee  her,  and  to  wifh  them 
both  joy,  ev6n  with  huzzas  and  acclamations. 
As  they  drew  near  to  Belvoir,  our  train  in- 
creafed,  with  fome  coaches,  and  with  frefh  troops 
of  Aldermen,  and  Corporations,  befides  a  great 

♦  The  gentleman  by  whom  Lord  Cavcndifli  fcnt  his  of- 
fers of  afliftance  to  Lord  Ruffell,  after  his  condemnation. 

+  Lady  Ruflell's  fecond  daughter,  Catharine,  was  mar- 
ried to  John,  Lord  Rofs  (afterwards  Duke  of  Rutland)  on 
i7Auguft,j693. 

manj^ 


LETTERS.  655 

many  Clergymen,  who  prefented  the  bride  )at)d       ^^^ 
bridegroom  (for  fo  they  are  Hill  called)  with 
verfes  \ipon  their  happy  marriage. 

I  cannot  better  reprefent  their  (irft  arrival  at 
Belvoir,  than  by  the  Wobome  fong  that  Lord 
Bedford  lik*d  fo  well ;  for  at  the  gate  were  four- 
and-twenty  fidlers  all  in  a  row ;  four^and-twentjr 
trumpeters,  with  their  tan  tara  ra  ra's ;  four-and^ 
twenty  ladys,  and  as  many  parfons ;  and  in  great 
order  they  went  in  procellion  to  the  great  apart- 
ment, where  the  ufual  ceremony  of  faluting  and 
wiihing  of  joy  paft,  but  ftill  not  without  fomd-< 
thing  rcprefented  in  the  fong,  as  very  much  tittle- 
tattle,  and  fiddle*fiddle.  After  this  the  time  paft 
away  till  fupper  in  vifiting  all  the  apartments  of 
the  houfe,  and  in  feeing  the  preparations  for  th^ 
fack  poflet,  which  was  the  moft  extraordinarji 
|hing  I  did  ever  fee,  and  much  greater  than  it 
was  rcprefented  to  be.  After  fupper,  which  wa$ 
exceeding  magnificent,  the  whole  company  went 
in  proceffion  to  the  great  hall ;  the  bride  and 
bridegroom  firft,  and  all  the  reft  in  order,  two  and 
two  ;  there  it  was  the  fcene  opened,  and  the  great 
ciftern  appeared,  and  the  healths  began ;  firft  in 
fpoons,  fome  time  after  in  filver  cups ;  and  though 
the  healths  were  many,  and  great  variety  of  namea 
given  to  them,  it  was  obferved  after  one  hour's 
hot  fervice,  the  poffet  did  not  fink  above  one  inch, 
which  made  my  Lady  Rutland  call  in  all  the  fa- 
mily, and  then  upon  their  knees  the  bride  and 

bridegroom's 
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bridegrooni*s  health,  with  profperity  and  happi^ 
Yiefs,  was  drank  in  tankards  brim  full  of  fack- 
poflet.     This  lafted  till  paft  12  o'clock,  &c. 
Madam, 
Your  moft  humble  and  faithfull  fervant, 
^633.  J.  FORBES^ 


LETTER    CXLL 
Archbishop  Tillotson  to  Lady  Russell^ 

Madam,  Lambeth  Houfe,  Aug.  26,1693^ 

jL  ho*  nobody  rejoices  more  thatmyfclf  in  the 
happinefs  of  your  Ladyfhip  and  your  children,  yet 
in  the  hurry  in  which  you  muft  needs  have  been, 
I  could  not  think  it  fit  for  to  give  you  the  diC- 
turbance  fo  much  as  of  a  letter,  which  otherwife 
had  both  in  friendlhip  and  good  manners,  been 
due  upon  this  great  occafion.     But  now  that  bufy 
time  is,  in  a  good  meafure,  over,  I  cannot  for- 
bear, after  fo  many  as  I  am  fure  have  been  be- 
fore me,  to  congratulate  with  your  Ladyfhip  this 
happy  match  of  your  daughter ;  for  fo  I  heartily 
pray  it  may  prove,  and  have  great  reafon  to  be- 
lieve it  will,  becaufe  I  cannot  but  look  upon  it  as 
part  of  the  comfort  and  reward  of  your  patience 
and  fubmiffion  to  the  will  of  God,  under  that  foreft 
and  moft  heavy  aJBttiftion  that  coiild  have  befallen 

youj 
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you ;  and  when  God  fends  and  intends  d  bleliing^        ^^^; 
It  fliall  have  no  forrbw  or  evil  with  it. 

I  intreal  my  Lord  Rofs  and  his  Lady  to  accept 
of  my  humble  fervice,  and  niy  hearty  wifhcs  of 
great  and  lafting  happincfs. 

My  poor  wife  is  at  prefent  very  ill,  which  goes 
very  near  me ;  and  having  faid  this,  t  know  w^ 
Ihall  have  your  prayers.  I  intreat  you  to  giv6 
iny  humble  fervice  to  my  Lord  of  Bedford,  and 
iny  Lord  Cavendifli  and  his  Lady.  I  could,  upon 
feveral  accounts,  be  melancholy,  but  I  will  not 
lipon  fo  joyful  an  occafion.  I  pray  God  to  pre- 
ferve  and  blefs  your  Ladylhip,  and  all  the  good 
family  al  Woburn,  and  to  make  us  all  concerned 
to  prepare  ourfelves  with  the  greateft  care  for  ac 
tetter  life. 

I  am;  with  all  true  refpeft  and  eftccm. 

Madam, 

Your  Ladylhip's  moft  faithful 

,And  moft  humble  fcrvant, 

jO.  CANT. 

Letter  cxlH, 

Lady  Russsll  to  Dr.  Fitzwii^i^i^m* 

JL  OU  will  be  fo  juft  to  me,  good  Doftor,  a^ 
never  to  miftruft  my  filence ;  if  I  did  not  bclievt 
fo,  1  fhould  be  in  fome  pain  now,  having  two 
letters  from  you  by  me,  that  if  I  aiQ  not  very  un- 
worthy 
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Vrorthy  will  make  me  take  a  pleafure  to  fay  fomc- 
thing  in  return  of  fo  much  good  will ;  and  'tis  then 
an  ill  mark  not  to  have  writ  in  fo  long  a  time,  be- 
ing I  know  none  but  what  are  felf-lovers  enough, 
to  do  what  pleafes  them.     Yet  fo  has  been  m^^ 
cafe^  I  would  have  been  glad  to  have  cohverfed 
with  you,  good  DoClor,  but  could  not,  as  mf 
prefent  circumftances  are.    Heretofore,>hatevcr 
engagements  I  had  a  days,  the  nights  were  fre6 
to  me ;  but  my  ill  eyes  can  now  not  ferve  me  at 
all,  when  once  a  candle  is  lighted ;  fo  that  fince 
Lord  Rutland  came  hither,  I  have  been  miftrefs 
of  no  time ;  if  I  had,  I  Ihould  not  have  liv'd  in 
a  continual  noife  and  hurry  as  I  have  done.     I 
did  excufe  my  going  to  Belvoir  with  all  the  com-* 
pany,  but  followed  them  before  I  had  acquitted 
myfelf  of  all  my  formal  congratulations ;  for  if  I 
do  more  than  a  very  little  at  a  time,  I  find  my 
eyes  ake,  and  that  I  am  fure  is  naught,  and  a  litde 
fight  is  too  precious  a  good  to  be  negle£led. 

I  thank  you.  Sir,  for  all  your  thoughts  on  the 
fubjeS  which  fill'd  mine  this  laft  year,  but  I  can't 
attempt  to  fay  any  thing  in  return  ;  it  would  be 
too  long  a  difcourfe  for  me  this  way.  I  hope  I 
have  done  my  duty  well  to  my  daughters,  and 
that  they  fhall  enjoy  a  lafting  happinefs;  but 
above  all,  my  prayer  is,  that  the  end  of  their  faith 
may  be  the  falvation  of  their  fouls  ;  that  they  may 
be  endued  with  fuch  graces  here,  as  may  fit  them 
for  the  glories  of  the  ftate  hereafter. 

If 
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tf  your  retirement  pleafes  you,  indeed,  and  that 
you  do  not  deceive  yourfelf,  I  have  nothing  to 
fay  againft  it^  if  your  health  does  not  abate,  which 
certainly  will,  if  your  mind  does  not  agree  per- 
fedly  with  what  your  will  has  chofen :  let  that  be 
a  timely  monitor  to  you.  Man  is  a  fociable  crea-^ 
lure,  and  you  by  difpofition  are  made  for  it,  and 
by  the  accidents  of  your  life  ever  ufed  to  it,  fo 
that  it  is  very  new  to  you  to  be  very  folitary  long 
together ;  and  while  you  have  a  competency.  Doc 
lor,  deny  not  yoarfelf  the  innocent,  nay  the  pro- 
fitable comforts  of  life.  I  apprehend  but  one  in« 
conveniency,  if  you  do  a  little  lefs  fequeftcr  your- 
felf,  and  that  I  hope  you  are  of  a  more  temperate 
fpirit  than  to  draw  on  yourfelf ;  but  you  are  beft 
judge.  I  exceed  my  bounds  exceedingly,  for  I 
take  little  paper  to  night,  no  more  than  one  fide, 
not  to  turn  over,  for  if  I  do,  this  is  the  iffue. 
Farewell,  good  DoQor,  for  this  time. 

I  am  conftantly,  your  friend  to  ferve  yoii, 
Stft.  18. 1693.  R.  RUSSELL. 


LETTER    CXLin. 

UVrcjsbishop  Tillotson  to  Lady  Rusissll. 
Lambeth  Hdufe^  Q£f.  13,  1693. 

HAVE  forborne,  Madam,  hitherto,  even  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Ladyfhip's  let- 
ter, and  your  kind  concernment  for  mine  and  my 

wife's 
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vfik's  bekltb,  becaufe  I  (kw  how  unmerciful  yoU 
\>rere  to  your  eyes  in  your  laft  letter  to  me ;  fo 
that  I  (hould  certainly  have  repehte(i  the  pro* 
vocation  I  gave  you  to  it  by  mine^  had  not  fa 
great  and  good  ah  occafion  made  it  neceflary.^ . 

I  bad  intended  thi^  morning  to  have  fent  Mn 
Vernon  to  Wojburn,  to  have  inquired  of  your 
Lady  {hip's  healthy  having  but  newly  heard,  thaC 
fince  your  return  from  Belvoir,  a  dangerous  fe- 
ver had  feized  upon  you.  But  yellerday  morn- 
ing, at  council,  I  happily  met  with  Mr.  Ruflell^ 
who  to  my  great  joy,  told  me,  that  he  hoped  thai 
danger  was  over  ;  for  which  I  thank  God  with  all 
my  heart,  becaufe  I  did  not  know  how  fatal  the 
event  might  be,  after  the  care  and  hurry  you 
have  been  in,  and  in  fo  fickly  a  feafori. 

The  King's  return  is  now  only  hindered  by 
contrary  winds.  I  pray  God  to  fend  him  faf<» 
to  us,  and  to  direGt  him  what  to  do  when  he  ip 
come.  I  was  never  fo  much  at  my  wit's  end 
concerning  the  public.  God  only  can  bring  us 
out  of  the  labyrinth  we  are  in,  and  I  truft  he  will. 

My  wife  gives  her  moft  humble  fervice  and 
thanks  to  you  for  your  concernment  for  her,  and 
does  rejoice  equally  with  me  for  the  good  newii 
of  your  recovery. 

Never  fince  I  knew  the  world,  had  I  fo  much 
reafon  to  value  my  friends.  In  the  condition  I 
now  am,  I  can  have  no  new  ones ;  or,  if  I  could^ 
I  can  have  no  aflurance  that  they  are  fo.  I  could 

not 
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not  at  a  diftance  believe,  that  the  upper  end  of      ^- ^^ 
the  world  was  fo  hollow  as  I  find  it.     I  except  a 
very  few,  of  whom  I  can  believe  no  ill  till  I 
plainly  fee  it. 

I  have  ever  earneftly  coveted  your  letters ;  but 
now  I  do  as  earneftly  beg  of  you  to  fpare  them 
for  my  fake,  as  well  as  your  own.  With  my 
very  humble  fervice  to  my  good  Lord  of  Bed- 
ford, and  to  all  yours,  and  my  hearty  prayers  to 
God  for  you  all,  I  remain, 

Madam^ 

Your  Lady  (hip*s  moft  obliged 

And  obedient  fervant, 

JO.  CANT*. 

♦  The  Archbifliop*s  correrpondcnce  with  Lady  Ruflell 
had  been  interrupted  on  her  part  for  many  months,  by  the 
diforder  in  her  eyes  increadng  to  fuch  adegree»  that  flie  was 
oblig'd  on  the  27th  of  June,  1694,  to  fubmit  to  the  opc- 
tation  of  couching.  Upon  this  occafion  his  Grace  drew  up 
a  prayer  two  days  after,  in  which  he  touched  upon  the  death 
of  her  hufband,  '<  whom  the  holy  and  righteous  Providence 
(fays  he)  permitted  [under  a  colour  of  law  and  juftice]  to 
be  [unjuftly]cut  off  from  the  land  of  the  living."  But  over 
the  words  between  the  brackets,  after  the  firft  writing,  he 
drew  a  line,  as  intending  to  erafe  them,  probably  from  a 
refle£lioa  that  they  might  be  too  (Irong,  or  lefs  fuitable  to 
a  prayer.  June  aSth,  he  wrote  to  the  Bifliop  of  Salifbury, 
'  I  cannot  forbear  to  tell  you,  that  my  Lady  RufleU's  eye 
was  couch'd  yeflerday  morning  with  very  good  fuccefs: 
God  be  praifed  for  it."  £inb» 

O o  LET- 
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LETTER     CXLIV. 
Lady  Russ£ll  to  On.  FitzwilLiam« 
Good  Doctor, 

±  HO*  I  will  not  lay  I  am  to  Uame  in  noc 
writings  ytt  I  pronounce  myfelf  fo,  by  noc  tak-* 
ing  care  you  might  know  I  had  your  lener,  and 
the  book,  which  was  writ  with  fo  much  care,  that 
I  found  no  pain  at  all  in  reading  it.  I  can*t  fay 
the  like  to  the  doubtfulnefs  of  thoughts  I  perceive 
you.  Sir,  engaged  in.  I  am  not  furniflied  with 
abilities,  (my  brains  and  eyes  would  both  fail  me 
in  the  talk)  if  I  ihould  attempt  to  cRcGt  what  I 
wifh.  So  I  leave  you  to  yourfelf,  being  fatisfied 
you  are  not  fo  grievoufly  wanting  to  yourfelf,  as 
not  to  have  fought  all  arguments  to  convince 
your  judgment,  that  you  might  honeftly  fubmit  to 
the  prefent  government,  which  by  the  wonderful 
providence  of  God  is  eftablifiied  in  thefe  nations, 
for  maintaining  the  proteftant  religion  in  its  pa« 
rity,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  which  without 
fuch  a  miraculous  revolution  was  not,  in  humane 
reafon,  to  be  expe£ted  in  all  this  part  of  the  world. 
Sure  this  has  been  the  work  of  his  own  hand ;  and 
although  he  may  have  ufed  inftruments  to  bring 
this  about,  may  not  you  judge  it  a  bleffing  to  them 
%o  be  fo  made  ufe  of?    And  as  all  the  methods 

of 
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of  the  Almighty  are  good^  and  what  we  have  lately 
felt  does  not  feem  in  difpleafure,  why  you  may 
not  rejoycej  and  enjoy  the  blefled  fruits  of  it,  is 
a  circumftance  I  am  forry  for ;  and  fo  I  have 
done.  Only  I  will  add  thus  much  more,  that  I 
am  far  from  being  convinced,  let  your  own  fcru-  ' 
pies  be  what  they  can  be,  that  this  is  a  cafe  to  en* 
gage  your  contending  in,  as  a  mark  of  the  true 
and  heroick  fpirit  of  Chriftianity,  attaining  to^ 
wards  perfedtion,  as  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel 
Ihould,  efpecially,  embrace.  Stay,  and  endure^ 
for  the  example,  comfort,  and  fupport  of  others. 
Remember,  good  Dodor,  'tis  the  calling  in  po* 
pery  muft  be  the  ilfue,  which  God  in  his  watchful! 
providence,  has^  in  appearance,  put  away  from 
iiff.  And  I  hope  all  who  have  accepted  of  the 
way,  you  do  not  judge  hardly  of.  I  know  you  do 
TH>t ;  and  therefore,  tho*  you  can*t  fatisfy  your 
mind,  difcourage  not  others.  I  am  funs  the  Biibop 
of  Bath  and  Wells  excited  others  to  comply,  when 
be  could  not  bring  himfelf  to  do  fo,  but  rejoiced 
that  others  could.  I  will  break  off  abruptly,  be« . 
caufe  cife  I  lee  I  can*(  You  cannot  mifconftme 
any  thing  I  have  {aid;  I  know  you  cannot  think 
my  meaning  bad  towards  yoo. 

If  you  refolve  upon  retiring  to  fome  nevtral 
town,  in  what  I  can  be  of  help  to  you,  you  may. 
Sir,  count  upon  it.  I  fhall  exped  to  bear  when, 
and  in  what.  A  pafs,  I  fuppofe,  is  no  difficult 
thing  to  obuin.  I  have  fcribbled  fo  much,  I 
O  o  a  muft 
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^' ?;  muft  not  engage  in  telling  ftorys  of  my  Ton.  In 
ihort,  if  they  do  not  deceive  me  whom  I  trail, 
all  goes  very  well.  I  intend  ever  to  remain^  as 
I  am  at  prefent. 

Good  Doftor  Fitzwilliam's 

Faithful!  friend  and  fervant, 

Oxford  17  May,  1696.  R.  RUSSELL. 


LETTER    CXLV. 
Lady  Russell  to  Dr.  Fitzwilliam. 

JVl  ANY  obftacles  have  been  in  my  way  to  pre* 
vent  my  taking  notice  that  I  have  received  lately 
two  letters  from  you>  good  DoQor ;  obferve,  I 
fay,  giving  you  notice  that  I  had  them  ;  for  as  to 
the  anfwering  them,  I  am  not  fo  conceited  of  my- 
felf  to  go  about  it.  I  will  only  fay,  that  I  am 
glad  nothing  of  fuch  a  nature  can  be  put  upon 
me,  as  fliould  try  my  ftrength  both  of  judgment 
and  fortitude,  which  I  miftruft  would  both  prove 
very  weak ;  whilft  in  the  mean  time  I  fee  men^ 
whofe  fincerity  and  ability  I  have  equal  value  for, 
point  blank  contrary  one  to  the  other;  yet  both 
will  be,  I  doubt  not,  accepted  at  the  great  day  dL 
tryal;  and  therefore  I  will  take  leave,  Sir,  to  wifli 
you  converted. 

Becaufe  I  know  I  can't  manage  the  argument, 

IwiU 
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I  will  give  it  over,  left  I  hurt  the  caufe  I  would       ^1^ 
give  credit  to.     If  I  had  a  better  talent,  I  would 
not  give  you  over  as  I  muft  do ;  nor,  however, 
(*tis  poffible)  if  I  had  the  fight  I  had  once ;  but, 
as  it  is,  I  muft  be  content,  and  am  thankfully  fo. 

My  daughter's  condition  will  now  very  foon 
call  me  back  to  Southampton-houfe.  I  purpofe 
it  before  middle  of  July.  I  thank  God  we  are 
very  healthful  in  this  town. 

I  am,  fincerely. 

Your  friend  to  ferve  you  to  my  beft  power, 

Oxford,!^  June,  1696.  R.  RUSSELL. 

N.  B.  Soon  after  this  Doftor  Fitzwilliam  died, 
having  appointed  all  the  letters  which  Lady 
Ruflell  writ  to  him,  to  be  returned  to  her 
Ladyfliip,  that  they  might  be  printed  j  many 
of  which  do  not  appear. 


LETTER    CXLVL 

Bishop  of  Salisbury  to  Lady  Russell. 

X  DO  heartily  congratulate  with  your  Ladyfliip 
for  this  new  blefling.  God  has  now  heard  your 
prayers,  with  relation  to  two  of  your  children, 
which  is  a  good  earneft  that  he  will  hear  them  in 
due  time  wnth  relation  to  the  third.  You  begin 
to  fee  your  children's  children;  God  grant  you 
O  o  3  may 
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^^  may  iikewife  fee  peace  upon  Ifrael.  And  now 
that  God  ha3  fo  btiilt  up  your  houfe,  I  hope  you 
will  fet  yourfelf  to  build  a  houfe  of  prayer  for  the 
honour  of  his  name. 

You  have  pafled  through  very  different  fcenes 
of  life.  God  has  referved  the  beft  to  the  laft.  I 
do  make  it  a  (landing  part  of  my  poor  prayers 
twice  a  day,  that  as  now  yoi^r  family  is  the  greateft 
in  its  three  branches  that  has  been  in  England  in 
our  age,  fo  that  it  may  in  every  one  of  thefe  an- 
fwer  thofe  bleflings  by  an  exemplary  holinefs,  and 
that  both  you  and  they  may  be  public  bleflings  to 
the  age  and  nation. 

I  do  not  think  of  coming  up  yet  this  fortnight^ 
if  I  am  not  called  for*^    I  humbly  thank  your 

♦  The  Marquis  of  Halifax  faid  of  Bifhop  Burnet, — 
**  He  makes  many  enemies,  by  fctting  an  ilUnatared  ex* 
ample  of  living,  which  they  are  not  inclined  to  follow.  His 
indifference  for  preferment,  his  contempt  not  only  of  fplen* 
dor,  but  of  all  unneceiTary  plenty,  his  degrading  himfelf  into 
the  Ipweft  and  mod  painful  duties  of  his  calling,  are  fuch 
unprelatical  qualities,  that,  let  him  be  never  fo  orthodox  in 
other  things,  in  thefe  he  muft  be  a  diflenter.  Virtues  of 
fuch  a  ftamp  are  fo  many  heiefies  in  the  opinion  of  tb<^e 
divines,  who  have  foftcned  the  primitive  injundions,  fo  « 
to  make  them  fuit  better  with  the  prefent  frailty  of  man* 
kind.  No  wonder  then,  if  they  are  angry,  fmce  it  is  in 
their  own  defence ;  or  that  from  a  principle  of  felf-pideiw 
mtion  they  ihould  endeavour  to  fapprefs  a  man,  whofe 
parts  are  a  fliame,  and  whofo  life  is  a  fcandal  to  them/*—* 
Both  he  and  Tillotfon,  as  well  as  many  other  Chrilliaa 
Bi(hops,  were  averfe  to  pluralities  and  non-refidence. 

Ladyihip 
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Ladyihtp  for  giving  me  this  early  notice  of  fo  ^^^| 
great  a  bLefling  to  you.  I  hope  it  fliall  foon  be 
compleated  by  my  Lady  Rofs's  full  recovery. 
Mrs.  Burnet  is  very  fenfible  of  the  honour  your 
iadyfiiip  does  her  in  thinking  of  her,  and  does 
particularly  rejoyce  in  God's  goodnefs  to  you. 
I  am,  with  the  highell  fenfe  of  gratitude  and 
refped  poffible, 

Madam^ 
Your  Ladyfliip's  moft  humble,  mod  obedient. 

And  moft  obliged  fervant, 
galijbury,  31  OS.  1696.  GL  SARUM. 


LETTER    CXLVIL 

Lady  Russell  to  Sir  Robert  Worsley. 

Sir  RoB£|iT| 

IF  my  letters  were  of  fervice  to  you,  I  fhould 
not  referve  them,  only  fqr  fuch  times  as  I  ferve 
ends  of  my  own  by  it,  as  I  now  defign  to  do,  be* 
ing  the  errand  of  this  paper  is  to  obtain  your  opi-i 
nion,  if  you  pleafe  to  give  it,  upon  a  few  quef- 
lions  I  will  put  to  you.  By  the  death  of  Mr. 
Morin,  Sir,  you  know  there  wants  a  prefentation 
to  Kingfworthy,  and  a  Vicar  at  Micheldeyever., 
I  find  both  places  well  difpofed  to  receive  Mr. 
Sw^yne,  I  hope  he  is  worthy  of  the  gift»  and 
O  o  4  believe 
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^D.  believe  you  think  him  fo.  If  you  fliould  know 
any  thing  why  he  is  not,  tho*  as  a  friend  you  might 
wilh  he  were  the  incumbent^  yet  I  am  periuaded 
that  in  a  juft  regard  to  the  weight  of  the  matter^ 
and  to  me  who  afk  it  from  you,  if  you  know  any 
vifible  reafon  that  he  is  not  a  proper  perfon  for 
fuch  a  preferment,  that  you  will  caution  me  in 
it;  for  I  profefs  to  you.  Sir,  I  think  the  care  of 
fo  many  fouls  is  a  weighty  charge ;  and  I  have 
beep  willing  to  take  time  to  conGder  whofe  hands- 
I  put  thefe  into.  1  can,  with  all  my  fcruples, 
make  no  exception  to  Mr.  Swayne,  if  his  vapours 
are  not  too  prevalent  to  permit  his  being  free  and 
aBive  in  fuch  a  charge.  But  I  hope  'tis  not  fo ; 
and  if  you  concur  with  me,  I  will  beftow  them 
upon  him ;  for  I  do  not  fee  h6w  I  can  part  them. 
And  now.  Sir  I  come  with  my  fecond  queftion 
to  you,  when  I  have  told  you  the  provifion  I 
would  make  for  curates.  I  have  met  with  a  paper 
figned  by  Mr.  Morin  to  my  father,  in  which  he 
engages  to  allow  the  curate  at  Kingfworthy  fifty 
pounds  a  year ;  and  that  at  Straton,  who  ferved 
Popham  alfo,  thirty  pounds  a  year ;  Northington 
is  not  mentioned  in  it.  Now,  Sir,  I  would,  in 
fhort,  have  the  fame  ftipends,  as  this  paper  fig«* 
nifies  were  formerly  agreed  on,  to  be  honeftly 
made  good  by  the  next  incumbent,  and  during 
my  pleafure.  There  will  be  ten  pounds  a  year 
more  coming  in  to  him  than  has  been  formerly, 
and  as  much  to  the  Curate  who  fcrvcs  Straton ; 

for 
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for  a  few  years  ago  my  dear  Lord  added  twenty  a.  d. 
pounds  a  year>  during  his  will  to  do  fo^  to  be  fo 
divided ;  and  without  a  very  juftifiable  reafon  I 
Ihajl  not  withhold  it ;  and  forty  {hillings  a  year 
more  to  the  Vicar,  upon  an  agreement,  for  fome 
orchards  taken  into  the  park. 

From  this  long  digreffion  I  return  to  my  quef- 
tion,  which  arifes  from  this  purpofe  of  mine  that 
I  muft  offer  to  you.  I  know  'tis  a  thing  required 
by  many>  to  take  a  bond  for  refigning  at  the  pa- 
tron's pleafure.  I  have  no  difpoiition  at  all  to  do 
fo ;  but  to  this  I  have,  that  I  would  have  a  bond 
to  perform  thefe  conditions  to  the  Curates,  unlefa 
I  difpenfe  with  him ;  and  alfo^  that  in  cafe  of 
non-reiidence,  he  Ihall  refign  to  me  ♦.  For  the 
cafe  often  happens,  they  get  another  living,  and 
the  fituation  it  may  be  more  pleafant,  then  put  in 
a  Curate  for  a  fmall  ftipend,  and  I  have  no  re-, 
medy.  That  this  is  praQicable  I  believe,  tho'  I 
iun  ignorant  enough,  and  am  not  in  a  place  where 
I  can  be  well  informed.  But  I  refer  myfelf.  Sir 
Robert,  to  you,  and  in  what  you  fee  caufe  to  op- 
pofe  me,  pray  do  it  j  you  will  oblige  me  by  it ; 
^nd,  I  think,  I  fliall  fubmit  to  reafon.  But  if 
what  I  afk  is  (as  I  conceive  'tis}  pra£ticable,  I 

*  Refidence  would,  at  the  Council  of  Trent,  have  been 
declared  to  bt  jure  divim^  which  the  Pope  himfelf  could  not 
xlifpenfe  with,  but  that  it  was  over-ruled  by  the  intrigues  of 
his  creatures ;  fo  that,  however  infifted  on  by  fome  Bifhops, 
tfa^  prevented  its  being  fo  decreed. 

fhould 
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AgP«  Ihould  take  it  as  a  favour  if  you  would  difeourfe 
Mr«  Swayne  upon  it»  and  then  inftruft  Mr. 
Mewes  to  draw  up  an  inftrument  to  the  purpofes 
I  have  fignified.  When  I  hear  from  you  I  will 
be  ready  to  «— — 


LETTER    CXLVIIL 
Lady  Russell  to  Kikg  William* 

SlR> 

1  RATHER  choofc  to  trouble  your  Majefty 
with  a  letter^  than  be  wanting  in  my  duty,  in  the 
moft  fubmiffive  manner  imaginable,  to  acknow^ 
ledge  the  honour  and  favour  I  am  told  your 
Majefty  defigns  for  Lord  Rutland  and  his  (amily, 
in  which  I  am  fo  much  interefted. 

*Tis  an  a£t  of  great  goodnefs.  Sir,  in  you ;  and 
the  generous  manner  you  have  been  pleafed  to 
promife  it  in,  makes  the  honour,  if  poffiUe, 
greater.  As  you  will  lay  an  eternal  oUigation 
on  that  family,  be  pleafed  to  allow  me  to  anfwer 
for  all  thofe  I  am  related  to ;  they  will  look  on 
themfelves  equally  honoured  with  Lord  Rutland^ 
by  your  favour  to  his  family,  and  I  am  fure  will 
exprefs  their  acknowledgments  to  your  Majefty 
in  the  moft  dutifuU  manner,  to  the  beft  of  their 
fervices ;  in  which  I  earneftly  defire  my  fon  Bed- 
ford  may  exceed,  as  he  has  been  firft,  and  early 

honoured 
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faonour'd  with  the  marks  of  yottr  favour.  And  ^-  ^ 
I  hope  I  may  live  to  fee  your  Majefty  has  be- 
(lowed  one  more  upon  him^  who  appears  to  me 
to  have  no  other  ambition^  except  what  he  pre- 
fers  above  all  others,  making  himfelf  acceptable 
to  your  Majefty,  and  living  in  your  good  opi« 
nion. 

I  prefume  to  fay,  I  believe  there  is  no  fault 
in  his  intentions  of  duty  towards  your  Majefty, 
nor,  I  truft,  ever  will  be ;  and  that  as  his  years 
incrcafe,  his  performances  will  better  declare  the 
faithfulnefsof  hismind,  which  will  hugely  enlarge 
tht  comforts  of 

Your  Majefty*s  Moft  humble,  moft  dutifull. 
And  moft  obedient  fervant, 

R.  RUSSELL. 

N.  B.   Lady  Ruflell's  endorfement  on  the  fore- 
going letter,  is  in  thefe  words : 

To  the  King,  1701-2,  about  Jirjl  of  March^  and 
found  in  his  pocket  when  dead. 


LETTER    CXLIX. 

Lady  Russell  to  (Rouvicn y)  Earu  op 
Galway*. 

xVlAS!  my  dear  Lord  Galitray,  my  thoughts       ^D. 
arc  yet  all  difordcr,  confufion^  and  amazement ;       *'"* 

and 

•  Lady  Ruffell's  only  Ton,  Wriothcfley,  Duke  of  Bed- 
ford, died  of  the  fmail-pox,  in  May  171 1,  in  the  31ft  year 

*       of 
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A.  D.       and  I  think  I  am  very  uncapable  of  laying  or 
doing  what  I  fliould. 

I  did  not  know  the.  greatnefs  of  my  love  to  hit 
perfon^  till  I  could  fee  it  no  more.  When  Nature^ 
who  will  be  miftrefs,  has,  in  fome  meafure,  with 
iime,  relieved  herfelf,  then,  and  not  till  then,  I  truft 
the  Goodnefs,  which  hath  no  bounds,  and  whofe 
power  is  irrefiftable,  will  affift  me  by  his  grace  to 
reft  contented  with  what  his  unerring  providence 
has  appointed  and  permitted.  And  I  Ihall  feel  eafe 
in  this  contemplation,  that  there  was  nothing  un- 
coifnfortable  in  his  death,  but  the  lofing  him.  His 
God  was,  I  verily  believe,  ever  in  his  thoughts. 
Towards  his  laft  hours  he  called  upon  him,  and 
complained  he  could  not  pray  bis  prayers.  To 
what  I  anfwered,  he  faid,  he  wifh'd  for  more  time 
to  make  up  his  accounts  with  God.  Then  with 
remembrance  to  his  fifters,  and  telling  me  how 
good  and  kind  his  wife  had  been  to  him,  and  that 
ic  fhould  have  been  ^lad  to  have  expreffed  him^ 

of  his  age ;  upon  which  occaflon  this  letter  was  written.^% 
To  this  affli£lion  fucceeded,  in  Nov.  171 1,  the  lofs  of  her 
daughter*  the  Duchels  of  Rutland^  who  died  in  child-bed« 
Lady  Ruflell,  after  feeing  her  in  the  cofEn,  went  to.  her 
other  daughter,  married  to  the  Duke  of  Devonfliire,  from 
whom  it  was  neceflary  to  conceal  her  grief,  (he  being  at 
that  time  in  child«bed  likewife ;  therefore  (he  a(fumed  a 
chearful  a.ir,  and  with  a(toni(hing  refolution,  agreeable  to 
truth,  anfwered  her  anxious  daughter's  enquiries  with  thefe 
words — "  I  have  feen  your  filler  out  of  bed  to-day." 

fetf 
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Telf  to  her,  Taid  Tomething  to  me  and  ray  double  ^^.  d- 
kindners  to  his  wife,  and  fo  died  away.  There 
feem'd  no  reluftancy  to  leave  this  world,  patien^ 
and  eafy  the  whole  time,  and  I  believe  knew  hi$ 
danger,  but  loth  to  grieve  thofe  by  him,  delayed 
what  he  might  have  faid.  But  why  all  this  ?  The 
decree  is  paft.  I  do  not  aflc  your  prayers ;  I 
know  you  offer  them  with  fincerity  to  our  AU 
mighty  God  for 

Your  afflided  kinfwoman^ 

Jfrne^tjiu  R,  RUSSELL. 


LETTER    CL. 
Lady  Russell  to  the  Earl  oj  Galwat.  * 
My  LorOj 

A  HAVE  been  for  fome  weeks  often  refolved, 
and  as  foon  unrefolved,  if  I  would  or  would  not 
engage  upon  a  fubjed  I  cannot  fpeak  to  without 
fome  emotion,  but  I  cannot  fuffer  your  being  a 
ftranger  to  any  that  very  near  concerns  me.  Yet 
before  I  could  difpofe  myfelf  to  do  it,  concluded 
the  article  not  a  fecret  to  you,  fuch  care  having 
by  one  fide  been  taken,  as  to  let  be  a  vifiting  day 

affair,  whether  or  not  the  D.  of  R had  not 

fixt  a  fecond  choice  ?  perhaps  as  proper  to  call  it 
the  firft ;  for  when  marriages  are  fo  very  early, 
'tis  accepting  rather  than  choofing,  on  either  fide. 

But 
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A.D.  But  Lord  R- — ,  to  the  end  of  my  good  child's 
life^  has  fo  well  approved  of  the  choice,  in  all  and 
every  refpeft,  and  now  that  (he  is  no  more,  has, 
with  very  deliberate  coniideration,  as  foon  as  he 
compofed  his  mind  to  think,  firft  taken  care  to 
inquire,  and  be  truly  informed  what  powers  he 
had  to  do  for  his  children;  and  then,  by  the 
ftrifteft  rules  of  juftice  and  impartial  kindnefs, 
fettled  every  younger  child's  portion,  by  adding 
to  what  they  had  before.  As  it  is  to  me  the  moft 
folid  inftance  of  his  refpefl  and  love  he  can  now 
give  to  her  memory,  and  being  I  believe  it  done 
with  an  honeft  fincerity,  and  true  value  of  her, 
and  all  her  virtues,  I  conceive  it  would  be  wrong 
in  me  to  take  offence  at  fome  circumftances  the 
cenlbrious  part  of  the  town  will  be  »fure  to  do, 
and  refine  upon,  for  the  fake  of  talk.  I  mifs  the 
bearing,  by  feeing  few,  and  not  anfwering  queC^ 
tions*. 

The  firft  notice  I  had  of  his  intention  was  by 
Mr.  Charlton,  and  I  really  believe  that  was  as 
foon  as  he  had  given  himfelf  his  own  confent.  He 
told  me  he  found  him  under  great  unquietoefs, 
when  he  acquainted  him  with  his  thoughts,  who 
faid,  he  was  under  all  the  anxieties  a  roan  could 
feel  how  to  break  it  to  me,  tho'  it  was  then  but  a 

*  John  Lord  Roos,  (or  Rofs)  afterwards  Duke  of  Rut- 
land, (whpfe  firft  wife»  Lady  Ruflell's  daughter,  died  31 
0£t.  1711J  on  I  Jan.  1712-13,  married  Lucinda,  (iflerta 
Bennet  Sheraxd,  Earl  of  Harborough, 

thought 
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thought  of  his  own,  yet  lb  much  he  would  not  a.  a 
conceal  from  me.  Mr.  Charlton  undertook  to  tdl 
me^  and  I  did  as  foon  refolve  to  let  it  paSs,  as 
eafie  between  him  and  me,  as  I  could»  by  bidding 
Mr.  Charlton  let  him  know  I  would  begin  to  him. 
I  did  fo«  which  put  us  both  in  fome  diforder,  but 
I  believe  he  took,  as  I  meant  it,  kindly* 

A  decency,  in  time  was  all  I  expefied.  The 
perfon  is  lifter  to  the  prefent  Lord  Sherrard  $  the 
other  lifter  had  been  a  widow  to  a  Lord  £rwi% 
and  fome  years  ago  married  a  brother  of  the 
Ducheis  of  Rutland,  a  Mr.  Noel  *,  who  has  been 
a  companion  to  his  nephew  ever  fince  our  for- 
Towful  time.  Here  is  a  general  opinion  that  the 
Lord  St.  Johnt  is  gone  to  Paris;  fome  will  fiip-. 
pofe  'tis  to  try  if  the  French  King  will  come  up 
to  the  terms  the  Dutch  will  accept. 


LETTER     CLL 
Lady  Russell  to  the  Earl  of  Galway. 

Jl  he  change  of  your  fecretary  is  much  to  the 
advantage  of  the  reader;  it  would  be  fo  to  you, 

*  John  NoeU  brother  to  the  Duchefs  of  Rutland^  married 
Elizabeth,  Kdeft  fitter  to  Bennet  Earl  of  Harborough,  and 
widow  of  Edward  Ingram,  Vifcount  Irwin,  in  Scotland. 

t  Lord  St.  John,  afterwards  Vifcount  Bolingbroke,  &- 
moqg  for  his  (bare  in  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  &c. 

I  conclude^ 
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^^*       I  cohdude^  if  I  did  not  choofe  to  be  my  owri) 


I7'> 


but  when  I  write  as  I  do  to  you^  the  amufement 
is  more  agreeable  to  myfelf^  and  I  afiure  my^- 
felf  you  will  make  it  fo  to  you^  if  you  can  find 
what  I  mean  to  fay ;  for  I  know  I  am  exceeding 
apt  to  mifs  words  I  meant  to  put  down.  How- 
ever^  unlefs  the  bufinefs  be  of  importance^  I  fpare 
my  eyes  examining*  As  to  the  fubjeft  of  my  laft, 
I  will  let  it  reft.  As  to  the  point  of  education  I 
am  forry  we  are  not  of  one  mind ;  but  there  is 
no  help  where  there  is  no  remedy.  There  is  an 
over-ruling  Providence,  and  I  try  to  hope  her 
children  fhall  be  bleffcd.  *Twas  their  good  mo- 
ther's thoughts  under  her  hand,  that  tho*  it  might 
be  thought  her  children  would  want  her,  yet  her 
hope  was,  her  prayers  in  their  behalf  had  been 
heard.  There  is  nothing  yet  appears  blameable 
in  them.  Their  father's  indulgence  may  hurt 
in  their  beft  part,  but  as  to  the  worldly  part,  if 
he  is  honeftly  dealt  with  in  the  drawing  up  of 
writings,  he  puts  it  out  of  his  power  to  prevent 
any  attempt  for  it.  Let  that  be  as  it  will,  thefc 
accidents  in  familys  have  been,  and  will  no 
doubt  be  while  the  world  lafts.  And  if  we  are 
fo  happy  as  to  fecure  our  next,  and  lafting  ftafc^ 
it  matters  little  how  this  pafles;  yet  flefh  and 
blood  (brinks  at  pain,  and  want  of  eafe  in  body 
or  mind,  and  'tis  natural  to  do  fo.  Who  can  do 
otherwife,  but  by  an  aflFeded  force  ?  and  in  that 
is  no  virtue :  But  I  leave  this;    you  want  no 

admonitions. 
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admonitions.    I  want  the  praEtice^  tho*  my  years       1712^ 
^re  many. 

.  No^  my  Lord«  I  come  to  my  neighbour  Wi- 
thers, as  you  call  him.  I  know  the  perfons  of 
none  of  that  name;  if  it  be  him  at  AUford,  he 
has  beoi  a  commandeer,  and  may  talk  of  taking 
and  defending  towns  more  knowingly  than  bar« 
gaining  for  lands ;  but  I  fancy  *tis  another  rather 
further  from  me,  and  the  family  more  known  to 
me  an  hundred  years  ago.  As  to  the  warren,  I 
4o  not  value  foxes  as  the  gentleman  does,  but  I 
do  the  beauty  of  our  warren;  and  for  the  value, 
you  found  be  went  but  half-way ;  but  to  cut  that 
fhort^  *tis  intailed,  and  I  muft  leave  it  fo«  The 
warrener  muft  be  brib'd,  not  me. 

I  am  thankfuU  to  God  I  have  made  an  end  be« 
tween  Mr.  Sp  and  myfelf,  cSrc.    Now  as 

I  am  to  anfwer  for  Mr.  Sp  who  was  an 

accountant  to  me,  being  employed  by  me  lb; 
there  is  this  article  between  him  and  me,  that  if  at 
any  time  there  is  a  difcovery  of  any  money  or 
debt  due  to  him,  I  have  the.  title  to  iit,  and  not 
lie,  let  it  be  much  or  little. 

After  many  offers  and  endeavours  by  council 
^d  without,  I  came  to  this  agreement : — He  was 
to  make  a  clear  and  full  difcovery  of  all  he  is 
worthy  lands,  leafes,  moneys,  goods,  debts,  &c. 
Then  I,  who  was  to  have  the  whole  in  me,  allow 
back  to  him  what  I  think  will  be  a  fubfiftence  to 
him,  his  wife  and  children.  And  fo  I  have  done. 
P  p  Swearing 


^^^*  Swcarinjg  is  wJKtt  I  defir^  €0  txcuTc ;  fbr  •iii  pdU 
fible  he  might  be  tempted  to  proceed  in-doing  itl^ 
and  I  not  ttie  better ;  and  it  he  had  f#ori>  troths 
as  others  profeOed  they  wouM  not  t^ieire  binii 
tho'  I  am  lefs  Free  in  the  profeffing  of  kit  mi^ 
iiave  doubted :  then  why  provoke  hhn  k>  fin  ^ 

What  has  been  urg'rf  t&  me  over  and  oveif 
atgatrr^  tnatny  ttiwes,  ha»  no  Force  in  k  which  waoy 
that  they  wooM  ui^itake^  and  are  fufe  be  eouUI 
Conceal  ten  thon&nd  poitindsj  which  t  fhould  ne^ 
ver  (fifcover,  either  in  thi»  natton  <ir  India*  My 
anfwer  is^  If  it  cannot  ever  be  fe^od^  'tis  to  mc 
as  if  it  were  not.  And  if  I  had  aily  ofMnion  ef 
«t  conjurer^  (ieis  we  call  theifr)  I  would  n^  fec^  it 
that  way.     So  what  I  appif oved  belt  ^,  t  chofe« 

That  if  a  difeevety  be  made  o«rt  ''tis  lo  Itiy  iife» 
How  the  farm  he  has  from  his  faA(er>'  whtch  is 
55I.  a  year,  I  could  not  eome  at,  aH  council 
agreeing  it  to  be  out  of  Ae  way :  hty  I  muft  have 
had  application  to  chancery  to  have  procce<fedt 
there  he  could  liave  hung  it  up.  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyl 
faid  this,  that  there  k  might  hang  for  a  doz^  of 
years,  nay  to  the  end  of' the  yoerngeft  in  the  room-, 
and  Tom  Selwood  was  one  of  the  feven  or  eight ; 
there  were  four  courrciK  Alfo,  he  faid,  he  would 
not  take  five  thoufend  pounds  of  mc  towards  the 
charge  I  fhould  be  at.  But  all  this  avails  not  at 
all ;  nothing  but  prifon,  nay,  dyitig  on  a  dunghill 
has  no  ill  found.  At  laft  I  gave  no  further  trou- 
ble, (after  having  endured  fo  much  myfelf)  from 

the 
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llic  opinion  of  a  great  lawyer,  tbo*  not  now  to  be  ^i  J^* 
paid  as  council.  After  two  hours  difcourfe  and 
laying  all  before  htm,  he  told  me  'twas  the  moft 
advifeable  thing  to  compound  the  matter ;  and  he 
cfteemed  it  a  very  good  compofition,  where  they 
pretended  to  feven  or  eight  thouland  pounds  from 
me,  to  pay  ipe  between  two  or  three.  He  was  fo 
vehement  in  his  opinion  of  making  an  end,  that 
as  a  friend  he  pray'd  and  exhorted  me  to  fet  ta 
it  next  morning;  and  if  it  were  his  cafe  he  would 
not  fleep  till  'twas  done,  if  that  were  poflible ;  for 
if  he  fliould  happen  to  dye»  I  could  not  imagine 
how  bad  my  circumftances  might  be,  even  to  the 
returning  two  thoufand  pounds  I  had  then  re* 
ceived,  and.  never  be  able  to  difprove  his  account^ 
fo  be  a  debtor  eight  thoufand  pounds  to  his  wife 
and  children.  Thi^  has  given  me  many  terrible 
Waking  hours  from  week  to  week,  feeking  to 
pleafe  and  accommodate  to  my  wifhes ;  but  they 
were  not  inclined  to  believe  what  they  did  not 
like ;  fo  took  no  impreffion,  as  I  would  think  they 
did  not  believe  it  did  in  me ;  but  I  was  no  hypo- 
crite ;  I  felt  more  than  I  told.  My  mind  is  more 
at  reft  as  to  all  my  worldly  concerns.  Here  t 
alk  of  Lord  Galway  * 

Saturdays  16  Auguft,  1712. 

*  Concluflon  in  another  paper  not  found. 
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LETTER    CLIL 
Lady  Russell  to  the  Earl  of  Galway^ 

A  HAVE  before  me,  riiy  gboa  Lord,  two  of  your 
letters,  both  partially  and  tenderly  kind,  and  com- 
ing from  a  iificefe  h^art  and  honeft  mind^  (the 
laft  a  plain  word,  but,  if  I  miltake  not,  very  figni- 
ficant)  are  very  comfortable  to  me,  who  I  hope 
have  no  proud  thoughts  of  myfelf,  as  to  any  fort. 
The  opinion  of  an  efteemed  friend,  that  one  it 
not  very  MTong,  aflifts  to  ftrengthen  a  weak  and 
wining  mind,  to  do  her  duty  towards  that  Al- 
mighty Being,  who  has  from  infinite  bounty  and 
goodnefs  fo  chequered  my  days  on  this  earth,  as 
I  can  thankfully  refleft  I  have  felt  many,  I  may 
fay  many  years  of  pure,  and,  t  truft,  innocent, 
pleafant  content,  and  happy  enjoyments  as  this 
world  can  afford,  particularly  that  biggeft  bleffing 
of  loving  and  being  loved  by  thofe  I  loved  and 
refpcQed :  on  earth  no  enjoyment  certainly  tor 
be  put  in  ballance  with  it.     All  other  arc  like 
wine,  intoxicates  for  a  time,  but  the  end  is  bit- 
ternefs,   at   Icaft   not   profitable.       Mr.  Waller 
(whofe  piflure  you  look  upon)  has,  I   long  re- 
member, thefc  words- 
All  wc  kr  ow  they  do  abovei 
h,  that  they  fing,  and  that  they  lote. 

The 
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Tfic  bcft  news  i  have  heard  is,  you  have  two  ^-^ 
good  companions  with  you,  which  I  truft  will  con* 
tribute  to  divert  you  this  fliarp  feafon,  when  af- 
ter fo  fore  a  fit,  as  I  apprehend  you  have  felt,  the 
air,  even  of  your  improving  pleafant  garden,  can't 
be  enjoyed  without  hazard. 

The  Queen  has  appointed  twelfth*day  for  a 
drawing-room,  and  feveral  tables  for  play,  but 
there  was  none  till  yefterday,  and  how  that  pafs'd 
I  know  not. 

I  heard  a  lady  fay  yefterday,  that  the  Ambaf- 
fador  had  turned  away  4  fervants  for  felling  wine 
by  bottles,  and  that  (he  had  tafte4  bi$  burgqndy^ 
vhigh  was  very  good  ♦, 


LETTER    CLIIL 
Lady  Russex^l  to  the  Earl  of  Galway. 

1  HERE  is  no  poft-day  I  do  not  find  myfelf  fj]J: 
readily  difpofed  to  take  my  pen,  and  difpofe  of  it 
as  I  do  now ;  but  there  is  not  one  of  thofe  days  I 
do  not  alfo  approve  to  myfelf,  how  mean  my  abi- 
lity is  to  entertain,  as  I  defire,  fucb  a  relation  and 
friend  as  Lord  Gallway ;  yet  I  put  my  mind  at 
cafe  foon  enough  as  to  that  trouble,  being  fo  cer« 
fain  and  fure  a$  I  am  how  you  receive  it, 

f  The  concIuGon  and  date  loft. 
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I  Jhould  do  better  than  I  can  yet  attain  to  do^ 
if  I  could  with  a  more  compofed  mind  reOeft  on 
the  good  and  bad  days  of  a  long  life,  and  be 
thanjkfull  for  fo  kind  a  Pi-ovidence  as  the  freedom 
I  have  had  from  bodily  paisis,  which  fo  many 
better  than  I  fuffer;  at  this  age  I  have  attained 
there  are  few  more  exempt* 

Selwood  tells  me  your  appearaoKe  is  v^ry  com^ 
fortable,  and  if  I  get  to  Hampfliire  I  truft  I  ifaall 
fee  it  fo.  Sure  this  feafon  is  a  tryal ;  for  altho* 
^tis  a  cuftomary  thing  to  complain  of  feafons,  yet 
in  my  opinion  this  is  aii  Extraordinary  one :  I 
have  not  wanted  to  obferve  (except  while  I  en- 
joyed Lady  Betty  Norton's  *  company,  who  gave 
me  much  of  her  time)  that  from  the  firft  day  of 
March  to  this,  there  hath  not  been  24  honn 
without  much  rain,  fnow,  or  haiU  It  keeps  Lord 
Devon  from  Newmarket,  which  he  expeQs  would 
be  of  ufe  if  he  could  get  thither.  He  is  put  into 
a  coach,  and  is  carried  on  the  ftones^  but  can't 
ufe  his  feet  to  go ;  *tis  a  melancholy  fight  to  fee 
a  young  man  fo  feized^  but  his  patience  keeps  an 
equality  with  his  trials.  A  juft  meafure  of  pa« 
tience  in  all  one  fuffers  (I  conclude  yourfelf 
proves  it  very  notorioufly  from  a  variety  of  in- 
fiances)  may  it  ever  be  a  comfort  in  our  beft 
hours  i  and  then  how  ravifhing  the  great  day  of 

♦  Daughter  of  Lord  Gainfborough,  (by  Elizabeth,  Gftcc 
to  Lady  RufTell)  marriod  to Norton,  EXq, 

the 


f^  Lcf^  I  ike  Adiy  of  recompeDfe !  for  fucb  wf       ^-  ^* 
are  allowed  cc  i:«U  ijL  I    Madame  Gorerne's  bro« 
iker  being  4eadj  Madame  may  diipofe  qF  his 
vcaUh  as  ibe  tbkiks  good  in  France,  &c. 

14  ii^nV,  1715.  R,  RUSSELU 


X^ETTER    CUV, 

Lady  Russell  to  thk  Earl  or  Galway, 

*  but  the  pierciful  providence  of  God  'tis  our       ^  ^ 
■  a.  d, 

duty  to  pray  for  and  truft  in,  then  it  (hall  be  well  «7»6- 
in  the  end,  in  this  ^orld,  or  a  better.  I  befeflch 
God  to  give  the  confolation  of  his  holy  fpirit  to 
enable  you  to  ftfuggle  with  bodily  pains :  your 
refignation  I  have  no  doubt  of;  yet  nature  wiH 
0irink,  when  the  weight  is  heavy^  and  preflei 
hard;  which  will  not  be  imputed,  becaufe  "^tis 
natural. 

I  alfo  pray  to  God  to  fortify  your  fpirit  under 
every  tryal  j  till  eternity  fwallows  all  our  troubles, 
all  our  forrows,  all  our  difappointments,  and  all 
our  pains  in  this  life.  The  longeft,  how  Ihort  to 
eternity !  All  thefe  ought  to  be  my  own  care  to 
improve  my  weak  felf,  as  the  fortitude  of  your 
mind,  experience,  and  knowledge,  does  to  you* 
And  I  pray  for  fuch  a  portion  of  them  in  mercf 
to  me»  as  may  Secure  an  endlefs  glotrifying,  to  fa 

*  Beginning  loft. 

?P  4  fceUv 
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^^      feeble^  (b  ignorant^  fo  mean  a  creature  a»  myfelf, 
that  I  can't  be  too  little  in  my  own  fight. 

If  there  be  a  regency,  the  intended  journey  to 
Chatfworth  muft  be  laid  afide  ^  a&  I  muft  my  pen 
for  want  of  day. 

I  am  certain  of  this  being  a  truths  that  I  am 
faithfully  and  afie&ionately  your's^ 

May  a8, 1716.  R.  RUSSELL. 


LETTER    CLV. 

Bishop  or  Litchfield  and  Coventry* 
TO  Lady  Russxlu 
Madam, 

1  SHOULD  have  done  myfelf  this  honour  long 
»»«7-  fince,  could  I  have  had  the  vanity  to  think  I 
knew  any  thing  which  would  not  come  to  your 
Ladyfhip  by  better  hands;  but  you.  Madam,  have 
account  of  the  mod  important  matters  from  per-* 
fons  who  cannot  be  deceived;  and,  I  am  fure, 
you  are  above  the  relifli  of  thofe  common  things 
which  fupply  the  news  and  converfation  of  the 
town. 

I  cannot,  however,  leave  this  place  (which  pur- 
pofe  to  do  on  Monday  next)  without  prefenting 


A.9. 


*  John  Hough,  afterwaids  called  the  good  Bi(hop  c^ 
WorceOer,  gready  promoted  the  Revolution  j  died  March 
^»  i743>  >ged  above  9a.  ' 
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my  moft  humble  refpefis  to  your  Ladylhip,  and 
my  fincere  prayers  to  Almighty  God^  for  health 
and  happinefs  to  yourfelf  and  all  youn. 

I  leave  a  place  which  is  now  pretty  empty  fince 
the  royal  family  went  to  Hampton-court,  where 
the  public  manner  in  which  the  King  lives,  maket 
it  the  rendezvous,  not  only  of  the  minifters  and 
great  men,  but  of  the  people  of  all  ranks  and 
conditions.     He  dines  openly  and  with  company 
every  day,  and  the  novelty  of  the  fight  draws  a 
mighty  concourfe.    After  fo  long  a  referve,  we 
may  eafily  imagine  how  great  a  conftraihthe  putt 
upon  himfelf ;  but  he  certainly  does  a  right  thing,- 
for  by  this  means  his  face  (which  fpeaks  nothing 
but  what  is  great  and  good)  will  not  only  be  fami-» 
liar  to  his  people,  but  he  will  enter  into  a  degree 
of  intimacy  with  the  nobility,  above  what  could 
be  arrived  at  in  the  cabinet  or  drawing-room. 
Would  to  God  it  might  prove  the  happy  occafioii 
of  bringing  him  and  the  prince  to  a  better  under* 
{landing ;  for  upon  that  depends  the  eftablifliment 
of  our  peace,  and  we  have  already  felt  how  much 
the  want  of  it  has  ihaken  us,  but  there  does  not 
feem  to  be  any  appearance  that  way;  this  ftill 
continues  to  be  the  dark  fide  of  our  profped,  and 
were  it  not  that  God  has  already  carried  fo  many 
threatening  clouds  over  our  heads,  one  would 
dread  to  think  how  heavy  this  may  fall  *•    I  am 

now 

*  Tindal,  fpeaddng  of  die  diflferaice  between  King 
Geoige  L  and  the  Piince,  (ays,  it  acofe  from  dte  Prince's 

lefeating 
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^  ^  new  going  to  a  place  whetc  I  TeftAve  to  mdLeM 
few  of  thefe  refledjom  a&  W|>oflible>  for  tlicj  trt 
attended  with  anxiety  of  thought^  and  raife  wpm 
]prehenfions  of  dangcrj^  whicli  by  an  faundred  waya 
«nforefeen  by  us^  Provkfenoe  may  plcatfe  to  dif<-' 
appoint;  but  I  mention  themto  yon  La4yfliqv 
becaufe  I  know  you  to  be  one  of  tkofe  very  fev« 
nrho  can  make  a  rigkt  ufe  of  them^  by  nfiiig  tfaena 
M  occafioft  of  fervent  prayer  for  the  puUic  wd* 
fyx,  without  fuffering  tk.em  to.  xajcfe  a^paflionj  or 
diftub  yo«ur  mind. 

Ci¥e  tte  feave^  Madam^  to  wifli  yos  all  die 
bappinefs  your  own  foul  can  defire»  and  to  fm^ 
fe&  aayfelf  as  I  do,  with  great  hwmlity  and  trud^ 
Madam, 
Your  Lady&ip's  moft  obedientp 

And  moft  faithAU  fefvant, 

JO,  LITCHFIELD  and  QOV. 

I  beg  leave  to  pve&at  my  moft  luanlUe  fervice 
to  good  Lord  Gallway.  Mywife's  huaiUe 
daty  attends  your  Ladylhip ;  sMd  we  are  both 
full  of  acknowledgment  for  define  piece  of  1 

veaifon  jroit  were  pleafed  to  fend  us, 

I 

rercnting  tfae  Duke  of  Newcaftle's  (fading  godfather  in  his  ! 

own  name  to  Prince  George- William^  (who  was  bom  2d  ' 

Nov.  ryi  7,  died  6  Tdb.  171 7-18}  and  not  as  proxy  for  die  | 

Duke  of  Yodc,  Bifliop  of  Ofnabrug,  his  uncle ;  on  which 
Ihe  King  was  difpleafed.  But  by  this  letter  it  appears  tbera 
wasa  difii|p«emeQt  befoi«« 

LET** 
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LETTER    CLVI. 
Lady  Russell  to  the  Earl  or  Galway* 

XTLS  the  fine  feafon  continues,  (for  fuch  I  eftccni 
a  hot  one)  I  flacken  in  my  fcribbling  $  the  pure 
gir  alone  abundantly  eieceeds  my.  tattle  under  the 
roof,  tho'  very  well  meant  (to  you^  whether  fent  in 
the  French  or  Englilh  tongue.  But  altho*  your 
LordQiip  fpoke  a&  well  as  you  poflibly  coutid  do 
of  my  French,  if  you  did  it  to  encourage  my  ufe 
pf  it,  you  will  be  under  a  fmall  di&ppointment,  for 
I  intend  to  keep  my  credit,  and  irieddle  no  morc» 
unlefs  unthinking,  as  I  really  did  then,  and  occa« 
fion  no  difcord  between  us.  Any  ^partiality  for 
that  country  you  have  difcharged  fufficiently  long 
fince,  and  the  time  is  come  to  do  the  like  to  this 
Ve  at  prefent  live  in.  That  there  i^  a  more  fure 
abiding  one,  is  the  believing  Chriftian*s  comfort, 
and  to  attain  that  grace  our  daily  endeavour,  and 
ihofe  that  feek  fhall  find  in  due  time ;  'tis  a  blei^ 
iing  worthy  the  waiting  for,  (&c*) 

Lady  Anne  Harvey*  writes  to  me  from  Bath, 
that  there  was,  at  one  o'clock  at  night,  an  earths 
quake  which  lafted  a  minute,  but  thankfull  flie  is 
flie  was  afleep :  'twas  about  ten  days  paft.. 

I  am,  my  Lord^  ever  the  fame, 
19  Jwie.  R.  RUSSELL. 

*  Daughter  of  Lady  Ruflell's  fiOer  Mountague^  She 
was  married  firft  to  Alexander  Popham,  £f^  and  after* 
virards  to  Lieut.  Gen.  Harvey* 

LET- 
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A.0. 
It-. 


LETTER    CLVIL 
Lady  Russell  to  the  Earl  or  Galway« 

When  I  fcribble  to  Lord  Gallway,  I  conlw 
der  very  little  what  I  put  down,  as  I  am  fecure,^ 
by  God's  grace,  never  to  forfeit  your  love  and 
eftem ;  and  *till  I  do  that,  have  no  fear  I  ihall 
lofe  them  s  in  that  point  my  mind  is  at  eafe.  I 
exceedingly  defire  your  body  were  fo;  but  the 
providences  permitted  by  Almighty  God  can  ne« 
ver  be  hurtfull  to  his  faithfuU  fervants,  although 
painfull.  Alas !  what  are  days,  months,  or  years^ 
(to  his  eleded)  to  a  happy  eternity !  In  fuch  a 
thought  your  foul  and  heart  may  rejoyce  I  verily 
believe ;  and  fo  believe,  as  to  defire  I  may  find 
grace,  as  I  believe  you  will  do  in  the  great  day» 
when  the  fentence  (hall  be  pronounced. 

I  can  truly  grieve  at  the  uneafinefs  in  our  courts 
which  is  all  I  will  fay,  or  can  indeed  for  them.  I 
have  enquired  from  Dr.  Sloane  how  the  Prince 
is  this  day  ?  He  fays,  in  a  way  to  do  yicH,  1  truft^ 
in  the  mercy  of  our  God,  all  our  divifions  ihail 
be  fo  with  time.  As  I  conclude  you  do^  not 
want  my  reports,  fo  I  enlarge  not  upon  *em  i  but 
take  my  way  to  Lady  Efiex  *,  where  all  muft  be 
huflit.    She  is  a  good  woman,  yet  not  without  i 

*  Widow  of  Arthur  Earl  orEflex :  her  daughter  married 
thcEarlofCarlifle. 

but] 
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\tvil  i  and  where  is  her  that  is  not  ?  Let  every  6ne  ^l^ 
look  into  his  own  heart.  I  like  to  fcribble  longer^ 
but  want  of  day-light  at  home,  and  difappointk 
ment  abroad,  make  it  convenient  to  fign,  as  I  moft 
fincerely  do,  affedionate  to  your  fervice  in  every 
ttfyeA, 

J)ccember  id.  R.  RUSSELU 


tEtTER     CLVliL 

Lady  Russell  to  the  Earl  op  GALWAt; 

X  IS  to  divert  my  own  thoughts  father  than 
your*s  I  take  a  pen,  for,  as  to  reports,  or  rather 
unpleafing  truths,  I  let  'em  pafs.  The  King  and 
the  good  Princefs  met  as  (he  was  going,  or  com- 
lYig  back  from  her  dying  child.  Her  conduft  I 
hear  none  condemn ;  but  who  is  there  that  never 
was  faulty  ?  or  takes  not  a  wrong  ftep  ?  My  very 
long  acquaintance.  Lady  EfTex,  is  lio  longer  in 
this  world,  but  not  to  be  lamented  in  relation  to 
herfelf,  being  certainly  fincerely  devout,  in  thofe 
points  we  ought  to  make  our  biggeft  care.  She 
has  done,  I  believe  prudently  for  her  daughter, 
as  circumftances  (land.  There  is  nothing  delays 
Mifs  Holkins  changing  her  name,  but  the  a£t  of 
parliament,  which  now  is  thought  neceffary  in  all 
cafes  almoft  * 

Evening 

♦  T!ie4th  year  of  Geo.  I.  an  Aft  for  fettling  theeftates 
Qf  the  Moft  Noble  William  Duke  of  Dcvonfliirc,  and 

William 
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^  ^*  Evening  is  creeping  upon  mt,  by  a  grahcUchild,' 

vho  was  willing  to  take  her  dinner  widi  me,  her 
lifter  having  taken  f^yfick,  and  flie  not  loving  a 
boil'd  chicken.  To-morrow  your  healdi  will  not 
be  omitted,  dau^ter  Devon  and  Mr.  Chariton 
being  to  dine  here ;  as  I  hope  to  do  with  your<* 
lelfatRookley,  andalfoat  Old  Stralon,  where 
you  will  be  kindly  welcome,  as  I  am  entirely  a£- 
fured  I  fhall  be  at  your  Rookley.  God,  for  the 
good  you  do  to  mankind,  grant  you  fome  eafy 
years,'  to  do  good  upon  earth,  before  you  change 
for  an  happy  eternity.  So  does  defire  and  pray. 
Lord  Gallway's  truly  afledionate  coufin,  and 
faithfully  fiich,  to  gratifie  to  the  utmoft  c^  her 
ability, 

February  13.  R.  RUSSELL- 

The  two  laft  letters  appear^  by  the  largenefs  of 
the  text^  to  have  been  written  without  fpe8a- 
cles,  as  Lady  Ruflell  was  fometimes  accuftomed 
to  do  in  extreme  old  age. — Lady  Ruflell  died 
Sept.  29,  1723,  in  her  87th  year. 

William  Cavendifli,  commonly  called  Marqais  of  Hart- 
ington»  fon  and  heir  apparent  ef  the  laid  Dtdce,  on  th* 
marriage  of  the  faid  Marqais  of  Haitington,  with  Catha* 
rine  Hoflcins^  (pinfter,  only  child  of  John  Hofldns,  Eft}, 
dcceafed. 
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Courage  and  Mildnefs  exemplified* 

The  following  relation  I  had  from  my  Lady 
RufTeil^  in  Southampton4ioufe»  (now  Bedford** 
houfe)  where  the  accident  happened.  Her  La^ 
dy(hip*s  own  words,  to  the  beft  of  my  remem« 
brance,  were  thefe : 

*•  As  I  was  reading  in  my  clofet,  the  door  be- 
ing boltedj  on  a  fudden  the  candle  and  candleftick 
jumped  off  the  table,  a  hiding  fire  ran  on  the  fioor^ 
and  after  a  fiiort  time  left  fome  paper  in  a  flame, 
vhich  with  my  foot  I  put  into  the  chimney,  to 
prevent  mifchief  5  then  fat  down  in  the  dark  to 
tronfider  whence  this  event  could  come.  I  knew 
tny  door  and  windows  were  faft,  and  there  was 
no  way  open  into  the  clofet  but  by  the  chimney ; 
and  that  fomelhing  fhould  come  down  there,  and 
Rrike  my  candle  off  the  table  in  that  ftrange  man- 
ner, I  believed  impoflible.  After  I  had  wearied 
myfelf  with  thinking  to  no  purpofe,  I  rang  my 
bell ;  the  fervant  in  waiting,  when  I  told  him  what 
had  happen' d,  beg'd  pardon  for  having  by  miftake 
given  me  a  candle,  with  a  gunpowder  fquib  in  it, 
which  was  intended  to  make  fport  among  the  fel- 
low fervants  on  a  rejoicing  day*/* 

Her  Ladyfliip  bid  him  not  be  troubled  at  the 
matter,  for  ihe  had  no  other  concern  about  it  than 
that  of  not  finding  out  the  caufe. 

THO.  SELWOOD 

^  In  thtt  reign  of  King  William  III. 
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